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Ha 3amecTHHK Pektop no HaydyHou3cnenoBarencka gqeiHoct Ha YHCC

1. Uadopmanmsi 3a TUCEPTAHTA

Tpudon TpucdoHoB e 3ag04eH JOKTOpaHT B Kareapa M koHoMMuecka cOLUONIOTHS OT
2019 r. Hma wMHOro ronsM npodecuoHajeH ONMUT B TeMaTHKaTa Ha JIOKTOpCKaTta My
JUcepTalys, KOUTO My IOMara M3KJIHYUTETHO MHOIO B YCIEHWIHOTO M 3aBbpliBa”e. OT
HoemBpu 2024 r. no Hacrosmus MoMeHT e [upektop Ha Jlupekius ,,JHBecTuiimonHa
MOJIUTHKA U OOILIECTBEHH MOPHbYKH KU B MUHHCTEPCTBOTO HAa MJIAJISKTA U CIIOPTa, KATO KbM
HACTOSIIMS MOMEHT ChbBMECTSBA U MOJI00HA MO3UIIMS B AUPEKLUS IPAaBHO U aAMUHCTPATUBHO
obcmyxBane B MMC, 3aemain e Bucoku no3uuuu B IHayctpuannaa 3o1a 3arope AJl, barapcku
CIIOpTEH ToTanu3arop, MueBecrbank, Jupexuus ,,dunancoso pasy3Hasane” — JJAHC , Komucus
3a MPOTUBO/IEHCTBUE HA KOPYNLUATA U 32 OTHEMAaHE Ha HE3aKOHHO MPUI00UTOTO UMYIIECTBO,
I'maBen cekperap na KOHIIN u omie mHOTO ApyTH.
Tpudonos e dakanaBwp no puHancu u maructsp o npaso B YHCC, kakro 1 Maructsp
[0 CTpaTeruyecko ympasiieHue u aujaepctBo YHuUBUT. Unen e Ha HAKONKO pabOTHU Ipynu u
KOMMCHU IO U3TOTBSHETO 3aKOHONPOEKTH B 00JIACTUTE HA TMPOTHBOACHCTBUE W H3MHPAHETO HA
Mapy ¥ OTHEMAHETO Ha MPECTHITHN aKTUBU/TPaKIaHCKa KOH(UCKaIUs/, KAKTO U B U3TOTBSHETO HA
nHCeTpykuu. KeM Hacrosnmss moMeHT npenoxaBa B YHCC — mMarucrepcka mnporpama
,IIpoTHBOIElicTBHE Ha KopynuusTa™“ u OakajmaBbpCcKa mporpama ,,JIkoHoMHKa Ha oTOpaHaTta u
curypHocrta® B YHCC. IlpenonaBaren € W mo aucuuiiimHata ,,OTHEeMaHe Ha HE3aKOHHO

npuno0uTo uMmyiecTBo™ B IlnmoBamBcku yHuBepcuteT [lamcuii XuieHZapCcKH B MarucThpcKa



nporpamMa ,,MEHUUKMBHT Ha HalMOHAJIHATa CUTYPHOCT U aHTUTepopu3bM“. UneH e Ha
[TocTossHHaTa KOMHCHS TIO COLMAITHU M MPAaBHU HAyKH, CHTYPHOCT U oTOpaHa B Hamnuonannara
areHIIMs 1O OIEHSBAHE U aKpenuTalus KbM MUHHUCTEPCKH ChBET (BTOpH MaHaaT) TpudoHOB uma
noBeue oT 19 roAnHN IOPUINIECKU OMTUT, KaTO IPe3 MOCIEAHUTE HIKOIKO TOUHU pPab0oTH aKTHBHO

U B HWHIYCTPUAITHUTE 30HU U TAPKOBE U MMYOINIHUTE MPEATIPHSTHSL.

2. O01ma XxapaKTepucTHKA HA JHCEPTANMOHEH TPYA

JucepTalluOHHUAT TPy € MOCBETEH HAa U3KJIIOYUTENIHO akTyalHa Tema Temata 3a
KOpYIUHUsITa B OOIIECTBEHUTE MOPBUYKM 3aeMaT TOJIAM sl OT TeMaThkara Ha Oopdara c
KOpYMIMATa B HallaTa CTpaHa, a U He camo. Ts e mepMaHEeHTHa TeMa B Ipexoja HU KbM
JEMOKpaIusi U ma3apHa MKOHOMHKA, HO C OCOO€Ha OCTpPOTa CE IMOCTaBs IMpe3 MOCIEAHOTO
JIECETHJIETHE, KOraTo CTaBa IOBOJ 32 CTHKMpAHE Ha JHUIla OT PEIOBHU M BPEMEHHU
MPABUTEJICTBA, KOTAaTO C€ MPAaBAT OI[EHKH HAa MEXIYHAPOJHU JOTOBOPEHOCTH, a B MOCICAHUS
Mecerr OopOarta ¢ KOpyHiusTa CTaBa W €IUH OT OCHOBHUTE KAJIOHM B Npeau3OopHaTa
KaMIlaHWs , B TOBAa YWCJIO M TOMYJIUCTKU. TPyAbT MMa ¥ HAy4yHO 3HAYECHHE, JOKOIKOTO
MpEJCTaBsl M MMOCTAaBsl MHOXKECTBO MHOBATMBHH TOAXOAM 32 OOSICHEHHS W penyldpaHe Ha
KOPYIIIUOHHUTE MIPOLIECH 11O TTPUHITUTT

OO6cTodaTencTBoTo, ye okoyo 15 Ha cro ca cpeacrBata Ha BBII ca u3pasxoaBaHute
CpeAcTBa 3a OOIIECTBEHM MOPBYKH, M Y€ MHOTO TOsiMa 4acT OT TSIX Ca CBBpP3aHHU C
KOPYIIIIMOHHU TPAKTUKH B bbArapus, TOBOPH Y€ COIMOJIOTHYECKOTO IIOCTaBsIHE U
aHaJM3MUpaHe Ha MpodiieMa € He caMO BaKHO, HO M HAJIGXKAIIIO.

A m3cneqBaHeTo My OT MPOQECHOHAIHO CBhP3aHO C MPOOIeMaTHKATA JIHIIe- & UMEHHO
ot Tpudon TpudoHoB ce siBsiBa U rapaHT 3a HETOBaTa peineBaHTHOCT. To3u (akT ce HaOIr01aBa
KaKTO 10 OTHOLIEHHE Ha CTPYKTypa Ha AMCEPTAllMOHHUA TPYA, Taka U [0 OTHOILEHHE Ha

METOOOJ0IrMATAa, H360pa Ha PCCIIOHACHTHU, U 0CO0€EHO Ha aHaAJIM3HUTE.

3. OuneHka Ha MOJIyYeHUTe HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJaTaTn

OrneHKaTa MU 3a IMOJYYCHHUTE HAYYHO M HAyYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU PE3YJITaTH € BHCOKA
3noynorpeduTe ¢ OOMIECTBEHU CPEACTBA JCHCTBUTEIIHO HE Ca HOBH IIPOOJIEMH, HO C OIIIE I10-
rojsiMa CHJIa 3aCTpalllaBaT CIPABEJIMBO Pa3NpeeCHHe Ha MyOJHMYHUA CPEJICTBA, ThH KAaTO
HOXKHUIATa MEX Ty OOraTuTe M OCTHUTE HE CaMO CE pa3TBaps BCE MOBEYE U TIOBEYE, HO U TOCTHTA
I'PAaHMIIM, KOUTO TPEANOCTAaBIAT MPEACTHN HEThpIUMOCTH. ETO 3alio peaeBaHTHOCTTa Ha
0o0eKTa U W IpeaMeTa Ha JUCEPTAIIMOHHOTO U3CIIeABaHe, Ha HeroBara I1ejl ¥ 3aJja4M, ca HecaMo

AKaICMHUYHO IMOAIVIATCHU, HO 1 TIPCAYIPCAUTCIIHUA .



Kopynuuonnute ¢opmMu M MexaHu3MH U €(QEKTHBHOCTTa Ha  MEpPKHUTE 3a
MpeIOTBpaTsABAHE HA KOPYNIIMOHHU TMPAKTUKH Ca MOBEYE OT M3MCKBAHE 3a aKaJAEeMUYHO
u3CleBaHe M aHAJIW3MpaHe, [oBedye OT (GopMyiaMpaHe HAa H3CIEN0BATEICKAa TEXHOJIOTHS U
MIOCOYBAaHE Ha EKCIUIMIMpPAHE Ha U3BOJM U MPEMOPHKHU 3a MOBUILIABAHE HA NMPO3PAYHOCTTA U
OTYETHOCTTAa B KOHKPETHH CHUCTEMH, B CITydasi Ha CHCTEMAaTa Ha OOIIECTBEHUTE MOPHUKH, a Ja
Cce TpEemIoKaT IMPEBAHTUBU3UPAIIM MEXaHU3MH 3a 1O €(QEKTUBEH €TaleH KOHTPOI H
MPOTUBOJICHCTBAHE HA KOPYIIUATA, KAKBUTO CE€ HAOJIIOJaBaT B WU3BOJUTE W B ISUIOCTHHS
MPUHOC HA AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI.

Camara Te3a Ha AMCEpPTAIIMOHHUS TPYH ,,Kopymiusara mpu oOIIECTBEHUTE TOPHUKH B
bearapus mpeacTaBisBa CHCTEMEH M yCTOMUYUB mpoOiieM, 00yClIOBEH OT MHCTUTYLHOHAIHU
cnabocTu, OrpaHHYEHAa MPO3PAaYHOCT M Hee(EeKTHBEH KOHTPOJ, KaTO ChIIECTBYBAILUTE
MOJIMTUKKM M MEPKH 32 NPOTUBOACHCTBME HE IOCTUTaT B JIOCTaThUHA CTENEH CBOETO
npeaHa3sHaYeHune", OT KOHCTATAIM € MMOBO/I BCHITHOCT 33 MPEAJIOKEHHS HOB THI JAHCHKbBH
MEHKBPCTBO 32 OCBOOOK/1aBaHE HA MHCTUTYLIMUTE U TPAKJAHUTE HE CAMO OT UY)KJI€CTPaHHH,
HOHM OT MECTHH KpbroBe. PE30HHO U €JHOBPEMEHHO C TOBA WHOBATHBHO 3BYYH TBHPIIECHUETO
My 4€ CaMO MOJUTHKHA, OCHOBAaHW Ha MH()POPMHUPAHOCT U 3HAHUS, ChAbPXKAT MOTCHIIMANIA Ja
orpaHuyYaT 0 rojisiMa CTETEeH KOPYIIUSTA MPU OO0IECTBEHH MOPHUKH — e(DEKTUBEH KOHTPOIL,
TUTHTAIM3aIisl Ha TMPOIENypUTEe M TIOBHIIABAHETO HAa OOIIEeCTBEHAaTa OTYETHOCT U
CHITBTCTBAIIA TPO3PAYHOCT OMXa TOMPUHECIH 32 HaMaJIsiBaHE Ha KOPYIIIUOHHHUTE PUCKOBE

NMeHHO eNeKTpOHHUTE MHCTPYMEHTH M IJIAaT(HOPMH 32 aBTOMATHYHO OTKPUBAHE HA
PHUCKOBHU MoJelH (,,9epBeHH (prrarose’) B mporieca Ha Bb3JIaraHe U U3IbJIHEHUE Ha 00IIIECTB CHH
MOPBYKKA OM MOTJIO Ja ePeKTUBM3Hpa TNpeBeHIuATa. ,,OT M3KIIOUYHTETHA Ba)XXHOCT- Ka3Ba
aBTOPBT - € U 3aTBJDKUTEIHO MyOJMKyBaHe HA MOTUBH IPU OTKJIOHEHHE OT CTAHOBUIIE Ha
AOII. CnenBa na ce B3eMaT MEPKH M Jia C€ YCKOPAT Mporenypute no odxkansane ot K3K u
BAC, 3amoTo n1bparoto 6JI0KMpaHe Ha KIIOUOBH MHOPACTPYKTYPHH M OOIIECTBEHU NMPOEKTU
YEeCTO CE M3IO0J3BAa KaTO MHCTPYMEHT 3a HAaTUCK. [10-0bp30TO U ePeKTUBHO pa3riiexaaHe Ha
)Kanbute O HaMaJIMIIO0 KOPYNIIMOHHUS HATUCK BBPXY BB3JIOKHUTEINTE U U3ITBIHUTEIUTE U OU
OTpPaHUYUIIO BE3MOKHOCTTA 32 37I0yNoTpeda C HHCTPYMEHTa Ha HEOCHOBATENHOTO 00xaaBaHe

M3no/3BanaTa MeTOM0JIOTHSI - aHAJIW3 HA JIOKYMEHTH, ABIOOYMHHU HHTEPBIOTA C
eKCIEepTH, U CpPaBHUTEJEH aHalIW3, ca BB3MOXKHO Hail-pejeBaHTHHU H3CIIEIOBATEICKU MU
apryMEHTAIlMOHHM TOAXO/H , Thid KATO JEIMKATHOCTTa HA TeMaTa He MpeArnosara u3noia3BaHe
Ha KOJIMYECTBEHO M3CIIEIBAHE 32 ThPCEHE HA MPEICTABUTEIHOCT.

JucepTanimOHHUAT TPYyA ¢ 00eM oT 171 cTpaHuIy € CTPYKTypUpaH € B YBOJI, TPH TJIaBH,

3aKIII0YEHHE, CIUCHK Ha U3MoJ3BaHaTa quteparypa. Chabpixka U 3 IpUIoKEHUs



4. OuneHKa HA MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH NPHUHOCH

B nucepranusTa e u3BeIEHO aBTOPCKO OIpeIeTIeHHE 32 KOPYIIIHS, KOETO € U3MOI3BAaHO
Kato paboTHO moHsTHE B Hes: Kopymnmusara € mpoTUBONpPaBHO MOBEACHUE HA XOpa C BJACT
W/ myOJIMYHa JTHKHOCT — JISHCTBHE WK O€3/IeiCTBHE, KOETO HapylllaBa MPaBHU HOPMH U
¥Ma 32 OCHOBHA IIeJI TOCTUTaHeTO Ha HeclIeABalla ce odiara 3a JIMIETO WK CBBP3aHUTEe C HEro
NPSIKO WM HEMPSIKO/KOCBEHO JHIA. EKCIUIMIIMpaHW W apryMEHTHpaHu ca JBe (GopmMHu Ha
KOPYIIIMS: ,,3aBJIaJiBaHe Ha JIbpKaBata™ W ,,aJJMUHHCTpaTHBHA Kopymniusa™. M3BemxeHu ca
MPUHOCH, KOUTO ACHCTBUTEITHO C€ CHhIBPIKAT B TPy/Ia:
1. lucepTanmsita JOMPUHACS 32 TEOPETUYHOTO pa3OUpaHe Ha KOPYIIUATA IIPU OOIIIECTBECHUTE
MOPBbYKM KATO WHCTUTYLHMOHAIM3WpaHa COLHUAalHA IpaKTHKa, a HE KaTO WHIWBUIYaJTHO
OTKJIOHEHH € UJIH U3KJII0YEHHUE OT HOPMATHUBHUS Pe.
2. [IpennoxkeHo e pa3rpaHuueHre MEXy (popmarHaTa HOpMATHBHA paMKa Ha OOIECTBEHHUTE
NOPBbYKH W HEOPMATHUTE WHCTHTYIHOHAIM3UPAHU TPAKTHKU, KOUTO (YHKIIHOHUPAT
napajenHo Ha Hesl. ToBa pa3rpaHUYEHHUE MTO3BOJISIBA MO-MIPEIU3EH aHAINU3 Ha KOPYIIIHOHHUTE
MEXaHHU3MH M TOKa3Ba KaK JIErallHu MpoIeypyu Morat Aa ObAaT U3MOI3BaHU 32 MOCTUTAHE Ha
HEJICTUTUMHU PE3yJITaTH.
3. U3cnenBaHeTo NEMOHCTpUpA MPHUIOKHUMOCTTA HA COIMOJIOTHYECKAa MHTEPIpPETAIUs KbM
chepa, KOSITO TPAAWIIMOHHO CE€ HW3CIeABa Ype3 MpPaBHH WIM WKOHOMHYECKH ITOAXOJH.
KomOuHanusaTa oT aHaNIM3 Ha HOPMATHBHU JOKYMEHTH, EMIIUPUYHH JaHHU ¥ HUHTEPIIPETAIIHS
HAa HWJICHTU(DUIMPAHM TPAKTHKH HA HAPYIICHUS I03BOJSIBA pa3KpUBAHE HA CKPUTHTE
MEXaHHU3MH Ha BB3IPOU3BOJICTBO HA KOPYIIIIUSTA.
4. Jlucepramusta apryMeHTHpa Te3aTa, 4e OOIIECTBEHHUTE MOPBYKU (DYHKIHMOHHpAT KATO
KIIFOYOB MHCTPYMEHT 3a IpepasIpeielieHne Ha TyOTUYHH PEeCypCH B YCIOBUATA HA 3aBlasTHA
IbpKaBa, KaTO 4pe3 TAX Ce OCHILECTBSABA TPaiHO OOBBHP3BaHE MEXIY MOIUTUYECKA BJIACT U
YaCTHU MKOHOMHUYECKH MHTepecH. [1o TO3M HauuH HOomprHAcs 3a MO-IbJIO0KO pa3dupaHe Ha
poJsiTa Ha OOMIECTBEHUTE TOPBHYKH B MEXAaHHU3MUTE HA MHCTUTYIIMOHAIHO 3aBIIAsIBAHE.
5. ®opMynMpaHu ca HACOKH 3a aHTUKOPYMLHUOHHM MEPKH, KOUTO HAaJIXBBPJIAT (PopMasHUA
KOHTPOII U CAHKI[MOHHPAHE M aKIEHTUPAT BbPXY KOHKPETHH MPENOPHKH 3a MOBHILIABAHE Ha
WHCTUTYIIMOHAJHATA OTYETHOCT U MPOMSHA HA COIMAIHO CHOJEJICHH EHHOCTH M MPaK TUKU.
Te3u Hacoku morar ga ObJaT W3MOJB3BAHU MPH pa3pabOTBaHE HAa TMOJUTHKH 3a pedopma B
cdepaTa Ha OOIIECTBEHUTE TOPHYKH.

JucepTaHThT MMa 3 HAYYHHU MYOJIMKAIUM IO TEMaTa Ha AUCEPTAlUATa, 4 MyOIuKanuu

B CbaBTOPCTBO U €/IHA aBTOPCKa MYyOIMKAIHS IPEIU CTapTa Ha JOKTOPAHTYypaTa My



ABTOpedepaTsbT OTroBaps Ha TEMaTa Ha JUcepTalusiTa.

BeJsie:xkkn n npenopbku. Hamam Genexxku u npenopbku

BwnpocsT koiiTo MU ce ucka fa 3a1am e: Buasin nu e Tpudon TpudoHoB B HIKOU OT
npean300pHUTE MPOrpaMH Ha PETHCTUPAHUTE MApPTUU 32 MPEICTOALIMTE MapiIaMeHTapHU
n300pu B bparapust pesieBaHTHU KOHKPETHU MPEATIOKEHUS 32 OIpaHUYaaBHE Ha KOPYIIHITA
B 3aBJIaJsIHATA HU U BCE OIlle HEocBOOOEeHa IbpkaBa?

B 3akmouenue, My ce ucka Ja MoTBbp/sl, Y€ OLEHABaM MHOI'O BUCOKO IUCEPTALlMOHHUS
Tpya Ha nokTopanT Tpudon TpudonoB u, ye nie rmacyBam ydeneHo c ,,Jla*“ 3a mpumgoduBane
Ha oOpa3oBaTenHaTa W HaydyHa cTemeH ,,Jlokrop* mo HayuyHa crnenuanHoct Comuonorus B

[Tpodecnonanno Hanpasnenue 3.1. Coruonorus, aHTPONOJIOTHS M HAYKU 3a KyJTypara.
TN

22.03.2026
Codusn Ynen na Hay4uHo xypmu:

npo¢. acH loopunka Cranuena IleiiueBa



OPINION
on a dissertation on the topic: ""Corruption in Public Procurement™
by: Prof. Dobrinka Stancheva Peycheva, Southwestern University ""Neofit Rilski*",
Blagoevgrad
The dissertation is intended for the award of the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor™ in the professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences in
the scientific specialty Sociology at the Department of ""Economic Sociology™": at the
University of National and World Economy.
Author of the dissertation: Trifon Trifonov
Scientific supervisor: Prof. Dr. Georgi Petrunov
The basis for writing and presenting the opinion is my inclusion in the Scientific Jury
for the defense of the dissertation according to Order No. 557/23.02.2026 of the Deputy
Rector for Research of the UNWE

1. Information about the PhD student

Trifon Trifonov has been a part-time doctoral student in the Department of Economic Sociology
since 2019.

He has extensive professional experience in the topic of his doctoral dissertation, which helps
him immensely in its successful completion.

From November 2024 to the present, he is the Director of the Investment Policy and Public
Procurement Directorate at the Ministry of Youth and Sports, currently combining a similar
position in the Legal and Administrative Services Directorate at the Ministry of Youth and
Sports. He has held high positions in Zagore Industrial Zone AD, Bulgarian Sports Totalizator,
Investbank, Financial Intelligence Directorate - SANS, Commission for Combating Corruption
and for the Confiscation of Illegally Acquired Property, Secretary General of the Council for
the Prevention of Corruption and the Recovery of Illegally Acquired Property, and many others.
Trifonov holds a Bachelor of Finance and a Master of Law from the University of National and
World Economy, as well as a Master of Strategic Management and Leadership from UniBIT
He is a member of several working groups and committees on the preparation of draft laws in
the areas of countering money laundering and the seizure of criminal assets / civil confiscation
/, as well as in the preparation of instructions,

Currently, he teaches at the University of National and World Economy - Master's program
"Countering Corruption™ and Bachelor's program "Economics of Defense and Security" at the

University of National and World Economy. He is also a lecturer in the discipline “Confiscation



of Illegally Acquired Property" at Plovdiv University Paisii Hilendarski in the Master's program
"Management of National Security and Anti-Terrorism".

He isa member of the Standing Committee on Social and Legal Sciences, Security and Defense
in the National Agency for Assessment and Accreditation under the Council of Ministers
(second term). Trifonov has more than 19 years of legal experience, and in the last few years

he has also been actively working in industrial zones and parks and public enterprises.

2. General characteristics of the dissertation work

The dissertation work is dedicated to an extremely topical topic. The topic of corruption in
public procurement occupies a large share of the topic of the fight against corruption in our
country, and not only. It is a permanent topic in our transition to democracy and a market
economy, but it has been particularly acute in the last decade, when it became an occasion for
labeling individuals from regular and interim governments, when assessments of international
agreements were made, and in the last month the fight against corruption became one of the
main pillars in the election campaign, including populist ones. The work also has scientific
significance, as it presents and sets out many innovative approaches to explaining and reducing
corruption processes in principle

The fact that about 15 percent of GDP is spent on public procurement, and that a very large part
of them is related to corrupt practices in Bulgaria, indicates that the sociological framing and
analysis of the problem is not only important, but also urgent.

And its research by a person professionally related to the issue - namely by Trifon Trifonov -
is also a guarantor of its relevance. This fact is observed both in terms of the structure of the
dissertation work, and in terms of the methodology, the choice of respondents, and especially
the analyses.

3. Assessment of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

My assessment of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results is high. Abuse of public
funds is indeed not a new problem, but it threatens the fair distribution of public funds with
even greater force, since the gap between the rich and the poor is not only widening more and
more, but also reaching limits that presuppose extreme intolerance. That is why the relevance
of the object and subject of the dissertation research, its goal and tasks, are not only
academically supported, but also warning.

Corruption forms and mechanisms and the effectiveness of measures to prevent corrupt
practices are more than a requirement for academic research and analysis, more than

formulating a research technology and indicating the explication of conclusions and



recommendations for increasing transparency and accountability in specific systems, in the case
of the public procurement system, but to propose preventive mechanisms for more effective
stage-by-stage control and counteraction to corruption, as observed in the conclusions and in
the overall contribution of the dissertation.

The thesis of the dissertation itself "Corruption in public procurement in Bulgaria is a systemic
and persistent problem, determined by institutional weaknesses, limited transparency and
ineffective control, with existing policies and countermeasures not achieving their intended
purpose to a sufficient extent”, from a finding is actually an occasion for the proposed new type
of decision-making to free institutions and citizens not only from foreign, but also from local
circles. His statement that only policies based on information and knowledge have the potential
to largely limit corruption in public procurement sounds reasonable and at the same time
innovative - effective control, digitalization of procedures and increased public accountability
and accompanying transparency would contribute to reducing corruption risks.

Itis precisely electronic tools and platforms for automatic detection of risk patterns ("'red flags")
in the process of awarding and implementing public procurement that could make prevention
more effective. "Of utmost importance - says the author - is the mandatory publication of
reasons in case of deviation from the opinion of the Public Procurement Agency. Measures
should be taken and the appeal procedures by the CPC and the Supreme Administrative Court
should be accelerated, because the long blocking of key infrastructure and public projects is
often used as a tool for pressure. Faster and more effective consideration of complaints would
reduce corruption pressure on contracting authorities and contractors and would limit the
possibility of abuse of the tool of unfounded appeal”

The methodology used - document analysis, in-depth interviews with experts, and comparative
analysis, are the most relevant research and argumentation approaches possible, since the
delicacy of the topic does not imply the use of quantitative research to seek representativeness.
The dissertation work with a volume of 171 pages is structured in an introduction, three

chapters, conclusion, and a list of used literature. It also contains 3 appendices

4. Evaluation of the received scientific and scientific-applied contributions

The dissertation provides an author’s definition of corruption, which is used as a working
concept in it: Corruption is unlawful behavior of people with power and/or public office - an
action or inaction that violates legal norms and has as its main goal the achievement of undue
benefit for the person or persons directly or indirectly/indirectly related to him. Two forms of

corruption are explained and argued: "conquest of the state” and "administrative corruption”.



Contributions are made that are actually contained in the work:

1. The dissertation contributes to the theoretical understanding of corruption in public
procurement as an institutionalized social practice, and not as an individual deviation or
exception from the normative order.

2. A distinction is proposed between the formal normative framework of public procurement
and the informal institutionalized practices that function in parallel with it. This distinction
allows for a more precise analysis of corruption mechanisms and shows how legal procedures
can be used to achieve illegitimate results.

3. The study demonstrates the applicability of a sociological interpretation to a field that is
traditionally studied through legal or economic approaches. The combination of analysis of
regulatory documents, empirical data and interpretation of identified practices of violations
allows for the disclosure of the hidden mechanisms of reproduction of corruption.

4. The dissertation argues the thesis that public procurement functions as a key instrument for
the redistribution of public resources in the conditions of a conquered state, through which a
lasting binding between political power and private economic interests is established.

5. Guidelines for anti-corruption measures have been formulated that go beyond formal control
and sanctioning and focus on specific recommendations for increasing institutional
accountability and changing socially shared values and practices. These guidelines can be used
in developing policies for reform in the field of public procurement.

The dissertation candidate has 3 scientific publications on the topic of the dissertation, 4 co-
authored publications and one author's publication before the start of his doctoral studies

The abstract responds to the topic of the dissertation.

Notes and recommendations. | have no notes and recommendations

The question | would like to ask is: Did Trifon Trifonov see in some of the election programs
of the registered parties for the upcoming parliamentary elections in Bulgaria relevant specific
proposals for limiting corruption in our conquered and still unliberated country?

In conclusion, I would like to confirm that I highly appreciate the dissertation work of doctoral
student Trifon Trifonov and that | will vote with conviction ""Yes" to acquire the educational
and scientific degree "Doctor™ in the scientific specialty of Sociology in Professional field 3.1.

Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences.

22.03.2026
Sofia Member of the Scientific Jury:

Prof. Dobrinka Stancheva Peicheva



