YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIIMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOIIAHCTBO

CTAHOBUIOE

Or:  om npog. Mapuana Hnesa
Yuueepcumem 3a nayuonanno u c6emoeHo cmonancmeo,

OTtHOCHO: JMCEPTALlMOHEH TPYA 3a NPUCHKIaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTellHAa M HAy4YHa CTEICH
LJAOKTOP* 10 Hayuna cneyuarnocm B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha aucepranuoHHus Tpyn:  Cumowna Pymenosa Maoocaposa
Tema Ha qucepTalMOHHUSA TPY.: ., Bvamoorcnocmu 3a pazsumue na ceamoen mypuzom 6
bvneapus

OcHnoeanue 3a TIpelICTaBsHE Ha CTAHOBUIIETO: YYacTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAy4YHOTO XYpHU IO
3amuTa Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHHS TPy chriacHo 3amoex Ne 210/28.01.2026 ma Pektopa Ha
YHCC.

1. Hudopmanus 3a qucepTanta

JlucepTaHThT ce € 00ydaBai Mo JOKTOPCKa mporpama KM kameopa ,, MIKoHoMuKka Ha
mypuzma“, ¢axynmem ,Hkonomuka Ha wuH(ppacTpykryparta® Ha YHCC mno wuayuna
cneyuarnocm 3.8. VKoHOMHKa, Hay4yHa CHENHMATHOCT ,VIKOHOMHKa U YIpaBICHHE
(Typu3bM)”, cbritacHo 3anoBen Ha 3am.-pekropa mo HUJI ma YHCC Ne 210/28.01.2026 r.
OOy4eHHETOo € OCBIIECTBEHO B pedosrna dhopMa mipe3 nepuoja 28.02.2023-28.02.2026 r.

2. O0ma xapakTepucTHKA HA NMpPeACTaBeHHs TUCEPTALHOHEH TPY]

CrpykTypaTta Ha IUCEpPTallMOHHMS TPYJ BKJIKOYBA TPH IVIAaBH — YBOJ, 3aKJIIOUYEHUE U
M3MOJI3BaHa JINTepaTypa U MpujoxkeHus B odem ot 203 crpanuiu. B oCHOBHUS TEKCT ca
wnoctpupanu 4 tabiaunu u 21 gurypu. Britouenu ca usnonssana aureparypa (9 crp.) u 3
npuioxxenus (13 crp.). bubnuorpadgckuar anapar odxsamia 169 3arnasus. Ot 1x 24 — Ha
kupuinna, 108 Ha aHIIMICKY €3UK U 36 UHTEPHET U3TOYHULIY.

Nwma cnivcbk Ha ¢Gurypu, Tabauiy, NPUIOKEHUS U ChKpalleHUs. AKTYaJHOCTTA Ha
TeMara Ha Tpy/Ja € CBbp3aHa ¢ (pakra, 4ye cBaTOCHUAT TypU3bM MMa 3HAUEHHUE 3a PA3BUTHUETO
Ha MECTHAaTa MKOHOMMKA, KaKTO M Y€ € 4YacT OT TPaJULUUTE Ha MECTHOTO HaceJeHHE.
IIpaBmiiHO ca M3BEACHM U NpeaMeThT, 00eKTBHT Ha usciaeaBaHe M Lentra. O0ekT Ha
u3cieBaHe B JMCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYJl € CBAaTOCHUAT TYpPU3bM KaTo CHELHATU3UpaH BHJ
Typu3bM. [Ipenmer Ha u3cienBaHe ca Bb3MOXKHOCTHUTE 32 pa3BUTHE HA CBAaTOEH TYpPHU3bM B
bearapus. OcHoBHaTa mesa Ha AMCEPTALlMOHHUS TPYA € Ja ce U3CieABaT CHEelU(pHUKHUTE,
TEHJIEHIIMMTE W WHOBALIMUTE B CBATOEHUS TYpPU3bM M Ha Ta3H OCHOBA, Ja CE€ MPEIJIOKHU
MOJIeT 3a pa3BUTHE HAa CBAaTOEHMs Typu3bM B JecTHHauus bbarapus. 3agauumrte chbiio ca
noope popmynupaHu:

o pasriexJaHe Ha TEOPETUYHUTE OCHOBU U JeUHUpaHE CBUIHOCTTA |
cnenuuKUTe Ha CBaTOEHUS TYPU3bM;
o aHaJIM3MpaHe Ha TEHJCHIIMUTE U MHOBALIMUTE B CBATOCHUS TYpU3BM;



L4 AHAJIM3 W OLCHKAa Ha pPa3sBUTHUCTO Ha cBaTOeHUs TYPU3bM BBB BOACIIU
JCCTHHAIlUKU U B B’bJ’IFapI/IH;

o pa3paboTBaHE Ha aBTOPOB MOJEN 3a pPa3BUTHE Ha CBAaTOEH TypU3bM B
JecTuHauus buirapus;
. ¢dbopmynrpaHe Ha HACOKU M MPETMOPBKU, U OUepTaBaHE HA MEPCIEKTUBUTE 32

pa3BUTHE Ha cBaTOEH TypU3bM B bbirapus.

[To chabpxaHUETO HA MbPBA TJIaBa — IIPABU MOJIOXKUTEIIHO BIIEYATIICHHUE, Y€ B Ta0IMIa
ca najeHu 9 pa3nuuHu AeUHULINY 32 CBaTOCHUS TYPU3bM 0 aBTOPU U TOJUHH. 3a TO3H BHU]L
Typu3bM 3amoyBa jaa ce rosopu ensa mpe3 2001 r., karo cien 2018 r. HAMa HOBO
npenedunupane. [lonoxxureaHo BreyaTieHUe MpaBy, Y€ c€ CUCTeMaTU3upaT 1eUHULUUTE U
ce cucTeMaru3upa TakaBa OT JOKTOpaHTa. [looXUTENHO BHEYaT/IeHHE NpaBH, Y€ Ce
aHaJIM3KMpa MOJIPOOHO TeMaTHKaTa, pasriiekaaHa OT YyKJIecTpaHHU aBTopu. ChIIo Taka, 4ye
ce u3BeXkaa B T.1.3. HKOHOMHUYECKATa IJICAHA TOYKa, 110 IT0BOJI Bh3ICHCTBUETO HA CBATOCHUS
TypU3bM BBPXY Pa3BUTHETO Ha AecTuHanmure. [lonoxurenHo BmeyaTiieHWEe MpaBH H, Y€ ce
IOCOYBa, Y€ HE BCSIKAa JCCTHHAIUS HMa pecypcutre na Obne cBarOeHa. CouuaiHo-
MKOHOMHMYECKUTE MPOMEHHU ChHIIO Ca OTPa3eHH B MbpBa IaBa, KaTo ce 0Opblla BHUMAaHUE U
Ha  aIMUHUCTPATUBHO-OPTaHU3AIMOHHUTE  YCIYTM Ha  pa3BlIeKaTeJIHUTE ©  Ha
JOMBIHUTETHUTE TPOAYKTU. MHOTO MOAXOASI HAYUH € 33Ja/IeH MPOJYKTHT HA CBATOCHUSAT
TypHU3bM, KaTO TOW € pa3/ieicH Ha MbPBUYCH MPOIYKT U HA BTOPUYCH, KATO BTOPUYHUSAT €
CBBp3aH C MOCJEIBAIIUTEe OTOENsA3BaHMS Ha TOJWIIHMHUTE IO aJanTUpaHaTa OT aBTOpa
¢urypa. [IpogmrsT Ha cBATOSHUTE TYPHUCTH € TIPEJICTABEH CHINO CIIOPE PA3IMYHU aBTOPH, C
aBTOpOBH 00001IeHNS U cTaHoBHIIA. [1o OTHOLIEHHE Ha (akTOpHUTe, BIUSEIIN BbPXY U300pa
Ha JIECTUHAIMSA, CBIIO Ca UTUPAHU PA3TUYHA aBTOPHU U Ca U3BEICHU PA3HOPOIHU MOTUBH.

[Io BTOpa TNaBa Ha JUCEpPTAllMOHHHUSA TPYJA, CBbp3aHa C aHANW3 U OLIEHKAaTa Ha
Pa3BUTHETO HA CBATOCHUS TypHU3bM, MPABWIHO Ca Pa3rpaHUYCHH HSIKOJKO JACCTHHAINH, B
KOUTO Ce MpaBM TakbB aHanu3. [0 oTHOIIEHHE Ha aHanHW3a W OIEHKAaTa Ha Pa3BUTHUETO Ha
cBarOeHus Typu3bM B bbiarapusi, KosTO € BTOpa OCHOBHA TOYKa Ha BTOpa TJ1aBa, Ce 3aroyBa ¢
[UTUPAaHE Ha aBTOPHU, KOMTO TOBOPAT 3a bbirapus, mo moBoj Ha TOBa KbJE, KOU JIOKAIUU B
CTpaHaTta, ce mpujlaraT WJId Ce MOJ3BaT KaTo JECTUHAIMU 3a cBaTOeH Typu3bM. [locoueHo e
THPCEHETO Ha CBaTOEH Typu3bM B bbirapus Mexay 4yXKIEHIU, MeXAy ObJIrapu 4y KJIeHIH,
MeXIy OBJIrapu, KOeTo € HHTEpEeCHa cucTeMaru3anus Ha SlHueBa u SIHKOB, KOMTO ca €HU OT
Hal-OCHOBHUTE LMTHUpaHu aBTopu. [IpaBuiHO € WM30pous aBTOPHT Ha AMCEpTAIUATa, 4e
cTapuTe OBJITApPCKU CTOJIMIIM Ca BOJEIIM IO OTHOIIEHHWE Ha CBATOCHUS TYPU3BM, CIOpEN
u3cienBaHus Ha Te3u aBTopu OT 2012 1. ABTOPBT TOBOPU U 3a 3aKPUTHTE 3aTBOPEHU
BBIIPOCH, 3a TOJIY3aKPUTHTE U CHINO JaBa 0000meHus. B Tperara yact Ha BTOpa riaBa, B
TOYKa BTOpA, TS 00pbhIlla BHUMAHKE Ha TIOKA3aTEIUTE U OTPAaHUYCHUSTA MPU MIPOBEKIAHE HA
emnupuuHo u3cneaBane. utupa XapamamnueB n Koxkxyxaposa, a cbmo u IuMuTpOB.
OTkposiBa eTanuTe, Mpe3 KOUTO MPEMHUHABA EMITMPHUYHOTO U3CJIE/IBaHE.

Tpeta rnaBa e 1obpe cucreMaTu3upaHa v BKIIOUBA MPUETUTE PEKBU3UTH, HEOOXOTUMHU
3a popmynupane, 000CHOBKA U MPOBEXKIAHE HA aBTOPOBO M3CJIE/BaHE, KAKTO U M3BEXKIAHE
Ha MPENOPBHKHU U MOJIEN.

3. OuneHka HA MOJIyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

[IpenacraBenure B aBTOpedepaTa OT JOKTOPAHTAa MPUHOCH HM3pa3sBaT MPEAu BCUYKO
pe3ynTaTuTe, MOCTUTHATH IO TOBOJ HAa TEOPETHUKO-METOJOJOTHYHUTE M TPAKTHKO-
NpuiIoKHU 3anauu. [IpencraBsHeTo Ha cnabo u3cienBaHa B ObJrapckarta JHUTepaTrypa Tema,
CBBbp3aHa ChC CBAaTOEHUS TYPU3BM, CaMo 1O cebe cu Moke Ja 0b/ie OTKPOSHO KaTo 3HAYMM



npuHoc Ha Tpyna. Hapen ¢ ToBa, ce oTyiMyaBaT aHaJu3 U CpAaBHUTEIHA XapaKTEPUCTHKA Ha
Obarapckus cBaTOEH TypU3bM, C BOJEIIM CBETOBHHU JECTHHAIMH, Karo Mangusu, bamu u
Wranus. Cpiio Taka, pa3pabOTEHHUAT aBTOPOB MOJEI 3a Pa3BUTHE HA CBATOEHUS TYypU3BM,
4ype3 NHOBAaTUBHU IPAKTUKH.

4. OueHka Ha HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH NPHUHOCH

Cpen Hay4HO-TIPUIIOKHUTE IPUHOCU Ha TPYJa MOXKEM J1a OTKPOUM CIICTHUTE:

1. U3Benena e aBropoBa JepUHULUSA 3a CBATOEH TypU3bM, Bb3 OCHOBA HAa HETOBHUTE
cnienn (KA U U3CIeIBaHaTa TEOPETUYHA OCHOBA, KAaKTO U € 000COOEH CBaTOCHUSAT TYPHU3bM,
KaTO KOMIUIEKCEH TYPUCTHYECKU MPOIYKT.

2. 3BbplIeH € aHaiau3 M OICHKAa Ha CBATOCHUS TYPH3bM BBHB BOJICIIN JIECTUHAIMU
(Mannguswu, banu, Utanus), ¢ oTkposiBaHe MoTeHIMana Ha bearapusi.

3. Pa3paboTeH e aBTOpOB MOJEN 3a Pa3BUTHE HA CBATOCH TYPHU3BM C (OpPMYyJIHpaHU
IIPENOPBKY 3a pa3BUTHETO My B brirapus.

5. Onenka Ha myOJIMKAIMHUTE MO JUCEPTALUATA
JIOKTOpaHTBT IHpeAcTaBs oOmIO cexeM MyOJuKaluu, CBBpP3aHM C Temara Ha
JMCEePTALMOHHUS TPY/] M M3CJIEBAIIN PA3TUYHHU aCTIEKTH Ha CBAaTOCHUS TYPU3HM.

ITocouenure myOiMKaLUU OTTOBApPAT HA M3MCKYEMMTE, KaKTO CIIOpE] HAI[MOHAIHUTE

M3HMCKBaHUs, Taka U criopes crangaptute Ha YHCC.
6. Ounenka Ha aBTOpedepara

ABTopedepaTbT BKIIOYBA M3UCKYEMHUTE PEKBU3UTH, IO IOBOJ OOCHAKIAHETO Ha
JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/ Ha pa3LIMpPEH KaTeApeH ChBET, ChbCTaBa HA HAyYHOTO XKYpH, KaKTO U
PEKBU3UTHUTE HA TUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYJ — YBOJ, C aKTYaJHOCT U 3HAYUMOCT, CTPYKTypa U
ChIbpXKAHME, KAKTO W CHHTE3MPAHO H3JI0KEHUWE Ha JUcepTaluaTa IO TpPUTE IJIaBU HU
MPWIOKEHUATA. ABTOpeepaThT MPEICTaBs U U3BEJIEHUTE OT JOKTOpPaHTAa HaAyYHU MPUHOCH,
KOUTO B HACTOALIOTO CTAHOBUILE Ca MOJUGPUIMPAHU U TPEPAOOTEHH OT CTAHOBYHUKA.

7. KputnunHm 6ejie:KKHU, NPenopbKH U BLIIPOCH

Hsmam kpuTHuHHM OeneXKu M Mpenopbku. bux uckana 1a oTmpaBs Ha JOKTOpaHTa
CIIETHUTE KOHTPOJIHU BBIIPOCHU:

1. KakBu nectuHanuu B bbirapust Moxere Ja Moco4ure, KaTo JAECTUHALIMU B e€Tama
Ha pa3BUTHE (pacTex), 3a popMHUpaHe Ha MPOTYKTH MO CBaTOEH TypU3bM?

2. KakBu Ouxa OuiaM ycCHEIIHUTE MOJAXOAM M KOHKYPEHTHH MpEeIuMCTBa 3a
MO3UIMOHNpaHe Ha bbpiarapus xato JecTHMHaLMs 3a CBaTOEH TYpH3bM Ha MEXIYHApOIHUS
TYpUCTHUYECKH Tazap?

8. 3akuoueHnue
JlvcepTallMOHHUAT TPyl MPEACTaBIsABA JOOPOCHBECTHO OCHIIECTBEHO, OPUTHHAIHO U
HAy4YHO-TIPWJIOXKHO H3cJIe/lBaHe B obOjacTTa Ha cBaTOeHus Typu3bM. Toil oTroBaps Ha
n3uckBanusita Ha 3PACPB u nHa IlpaBunHuka 3a HEroBoTo mnpuiaraHe. ToBa MU JaBa
OCHOBAHHUE Ja J1aM HOJI0MCUmeNHa OUeHKa 3a TIPUChXIaHe Ha oOpa3oBareHaTa M HaydHa
CTEIeH ,,JOKTOp” B MpodecruoHanHo HampasieHue 3.8 MkoHoMuKka, TOKTOpCKa mporpama
,JIkoHOMUKa U ynpasnenue (TypuzeM)” Ha Cumona Pymenosa Maoscaposa.

01.04.2026 . IMommuc: ......oovvviviiiinnnn..
Codus (mpod. 1-p Mapuana flueBa)



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW

From: Prof. Dr. Mariana laneva
University of National and World Economy

About: Dissertation paperwork for awarding the educational and scientific degree
“PhD’ in a scientific specialty at the UNWE.

Author of the dissertation paperwork: Simona Rumenova Madzharova
Topic of the dissertation paperwork: "Opportunities for development of wedding tourism
in Bulgaria"

Reason for submitting the scientific review: participation in the scientific jury for the defense
of the dissertation paperwork, according to Order No. 210/28.01.2026 of the Rector of the
UNWE.

1. Information about the PhD candidate

The PhD candidate studied under the PhD program at department “Economics of
Tourism”, Faculty “Economics of Infrastructure” at UNWE in the scientific specialty 3.8.
Economics, scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Tourism)"”, in accordance with
the Order of the Vice-Rector for Research and Development of the UNWE No.
210/28.01.2026. The training was carried out in a regular form during the period 28.02.2023-
28.02.2026.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation paperwork

The structure of the dissertation paperwork includes three chapters — introduction,
conclusion and used literature and applications in a volume of 203 pages. The main text is
illustrated with 4 tables and 21 figures. Used literature (9 pages) and 3 applications (13
pages) are included. The bibliography includes 169 titles. Of these, 24 — in Cyrillic, 108 in
English and 36 Internet sources.

There is a list of figures, tables, applications and abbreviations. The relevance of the
topic of the work is related to the fact that wedding tourism is important for the development
of the local economy, as well as that it is part of the traditions of the local population. The
subject, object of research and goal are also correctly stated. The object of research in the
dissertation work is wedding tourism as a specialized type of tourism. The subject of
research is the opportunities for the development of wedding tourism in Bulgaria. The main
goal of the dissertation is to study the specifics, trends and innovations in wedding tourism
and on this basis, to propose a model for the development of wedding tourism in the
destination Bulgaria. The tasks are also well formulated:

 examining the theoretical foundations and defining the essence and specifics of
wedding tourism;



* analyzing trends and innovations in wedding tourism;

« analyzing and assessing the development of wedding tourism in leading
destinations and in Bulgaria;

* developing an author's model for the development of wedding tourism in
destination Bulgaria;

« formulating guidelines and recommendations and outlining the prospects for the
development of wedding tourism in Bulgaria.

Regarding the content of the first chapter — it makes a positive impression that a table
gives 9 different definitions of wedding tourism by authors and years. This type of tourism
only started to be discussed in 2001, and after 2018 there has been no new redefinition. It
makes a positive impression that the definitions are systematized and one is systematized by
the PhD student. It makes a positive impression that the topic considered by foreign authors
is analyzed in detail. Also, that the economic point of view is brought out in section 1.3.
regarding the impact of wedding tourism on the development of destinations. It also makes a
positive impression that it is stated that not every destination has the resources to be a
wedding destination. Socio-economic changes are also reflected in the first chapter, paying
attention to the administrative and organizational services of entertainment and additional
products. The product of wedding tourism is set in a very appropriate way, as it is divided
into a primary product and a secondary one, with the secondary one being related to the
subsequent celebrations of anniversaries according to the figure adapted by the author. The
profile of wedding tourists is also presented according to different authors, with authorial
summaries and opinions. Regarding the factors influencing the choice of destination,
different authors are also cited and diverse motives are derived.

In the second chapter of the dissertation work, related to the analysis and assessment
of the development of wedding tourism, several destinations are correctly distinguished in
which such an analysis is made. Regarding the analysis and assessment of the development
of wedding tourism in Bulgaria, which is the second main point of the second chapter, it
begins with quoting authors who talk about Bulgaria, on the occasion of where, which
locations in the country, are applied or used as destinations for wedding tourism. The demand
for wedding tourism in Bulgaria among foreigners, between Bulgarians foreigners, between
Bulgarians is indicated, which is an interesting systematization of Yancheva and Yankov,
who are some of the most basic cited authors. The author of the dissertation correctly listed
that the old Bulgarian capitals are leading in terms of wedding tourism, according to research
by these authors from 2012. The author also talks about the closed closed questions, the
semi-closed ones and also gives generalizations. In the third part of the second chapter, in
point two, she draws attention to the indicators and limitations in conducting an empirical
study. She guotes Haralampiev and Kozhuharova, as well as Dimitrov. She highlights the
stages through which the empirical study goes.

The third chapter is well systematized and includes the accepted requisites necessary
for formulating, justifying and conducting the author's study, as well as deriving
recommendations and a model.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The contributions presented in the abstract by the PhD student primarily express the
results achieved on the occasion of the theoretical-methodological and practical-applied
tasks. The presentation of a poorly researched topic in the Bulgarian literature, related to
wedding tourism, can in itself be highlighted as a significant contribution of the work. In



addition, an analysis and comparative characteristic of Bulgarian wedding tourism with
leading world destinations, such as the Maldives, Bali and Italy, are distinguished. Also, the
author's developed model for the development of wedding tourism through innovative
practices.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

Among the scientific and applied scientific contributions of the work, we can
highlight the following:

1. An author's definition of wedding tourism has been derived, based on its specifics
and the studied theoretical basis, and wedding tourism has been distinguished as a complex
tourist product.

2. An analysis and evaluation of wedding tourism in leading destinations (Maldives,
Bali, Italy) has been carried out, highlighting the potential of Bulgaria.

3. An author's model for the development of wedding tourism has been developed
with formulated recommendations for its development in Bulgaria.

5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation paperwork

The PhD student presents a total of seven publications related to the topic of the
dissertation and exploring various aspects of wedding tourism.

The indicated publications meet the requirements, both according to national
requirements and according to the standards of the UNWE.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract includes the required requisites regarding the discussion of the
dissertation work by an extended department council, the composition of the scientific jury,
as well as the requisites of the dissertation work — introduction, with relevance and
significance, structure and content, as well as a synthesized presentation of the dissertation in
the three chapters and appendices. The abstract also presents the scientific contributions
derived by the PhD student, which in this opinion have been modified and revised by the
supervisor.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

I have no critical notes and recommendations. | would like to ask the PhD student the
following control questions:

1. What destinations in Bulgaria can you indicate, as destinations in the development
(growth) stage, for the formation of wedding tourism products?

2. What would be the successful approaches and competitive advantages for
positioning Bulgaria as a destination for wedding tourism on the international tourist market?

8. Conclusion

The dissertation paperwork represents a conscientiously carried out, original and
scientifically applied research in the field of wedding tourism. It meets the requirements of
the WDACRB and the Regulations for its implementation. This gives me reason to give a
positive assessment for awarding the educational and scientific degree "doctor" in the
professional field 3.8 Economics, PhD program "Economics and Management (Tourism)" to
Simona Rumenova Madzharova.

01.04.2026 Signature: ...,
Sofia (Prof. Dr. Mariana laneva)



