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1. Uudopmanus 3a 1ucepTraHTa

JucepranThT ce € oOydaBan MO JOKTOpCKa NIporpama KbM Kameopa
., Mkxonomuxa na mypusma”, gpaxyamem ,, Uxonomuka na ungppacmpyxkmypama’”
Ha YHCC no nayuna cneyuannocm ,,Mkonomuxa u ynpaenenue (mypuzom)”.
OO6y4eHHETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B pedosra gopma tipes nepuoaa 2023 r. — 2026 r.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepUCTHKA HA MPeJACTABEHNs] JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHUAT 3a CTAHOBHUIIE AWCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/ Ha MOKTOpaHT Jlnmm
Kpuctusa CranoeBa, aBTopedeparbT W HAyYHUTE MyOJUKAIMH, CBBP3aHU C
HEro ca pe3ysiTaT OT CaMOCTOSITETHO HaydHO wu3cienBaHe. PaspaboTkata € B
o0eM ot 176 crpanur. B ocHOBHHS TeKCT ca witocTpupanu 22 tabmunu u 15
¢urypu. CTpyKTypata Ha JUCEPTAMOHHMUS TPYyJ TIOYMBA BBPXY J00Ope
obocHoBaHa joruka. Cbctou ce oT yBoa (7 cTp.), u3jnoxeHue B Tpu riasu (139
CTp. OCHOBEH TEKCT), 3akitoueHue (4 cCTp.), CHUCHhK Ha U3MOI3BAHUTE
murepaTypHu u3touHuy (14 ctp.) u npwioxenus — 10 cTp.

AprymMeHTHpaHO © YOCAWTETHO € W3BEICHA AaKTYaJHOCTTAa HAa
AUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYA, 00ycioBeHa OT pyHIaMeHTaaHaTa TpaHchopmals Ha
rIO0THAS ~ Typu3bM KbM  MOJCNH, Oa3WpaHd Ha OTTOBOPHOCTTA U



IBJITOCPOYHATA YCTOWUMBOCT. ABTOPBT YMEJO MOCTaBsl MpodiieMa B KOHTEKCTa
Ha CbBPEMEHHHUTE CTPATErMYECKU paMKH, KaTo EBponenckara 3ejieHa CIelKa U
HoBata Cratuctuuecka pamka Ha OOH (SF-MST, 2024). OcoGeHo cTOMHOCTHO
¢ M3CJEBaHETO Ha T.Hap. ,,IPONACT MEXIY IeHHoctu u aevictBus (Value-
Action Gap) u ponsita Ha IAUTHTANTHATA TpaHcHOpMaIUs KaTo MHCTPYMEHT 3a
MpEOJOJIsIBAHE HA ,,CKpUTaTa YCTOMYMBOCT® B CEKTOpa. 3HAYMMOCTTA HA
pa3padoTkaTra ce€ TIPOEKTHpAa OTYETIIMBO BBPXY PETHOHAIHOTO HUBO,
dbokycupaiiku ce BbpXY paiioH ,,Puna-Ilupun — nectuHanus ¢ yHHUKaJICH
npupojeH kanutan noxa erupara Ha IOHECKO, kosto € moajoxkeHa Ha
MHTEH3UBEH AHTPOIIOIEHEH HATHUCK M HYXKJAellla C€ OT HOBU YIPaBIEHCKHU
NOJIXO/IH.

B nuceprannoHHMS TpyA CHOJYYIMBO Ca pa3rpaHUYeHd OOEKTHT HA
U3CJIeIBAHETO — OTTOBOPHUAT TYPU3BM KAaTO MOJEN Ha MOTPEOUTEICKO U
Ou3Hec TMOBeJIEeHHE, U MpeaMeTbT — HErOBOTO BB3JACUCTBUE BBPXY
MKOHOMHYECKATa, €KOJOTMYHAaTa U COLUMAIHATA YCTOMYMBOCT HA JECTUHALIUS
,Puna-ITupun®. SIcHo u To4HO € AedrHUpaHa 1eJTa HA U3CJdeABAHETO — Ja Ce
aHaNMM3upa M OIEHU TOBAa BB3JEHUCTBHE M Bb3 OCHOBA Ha MJCHTU(DUIIMpPAHUTE
pa3puBH Ja c€ MPOECKTUPA UHTETPUPAH CTPATErMUYECKN MOJIEI 32 YIIPABICHHUE Ha
paiiona. 3a HEWHOTO TMOCTHraHe ca QOpMyJIHUpPaHU YeTHPH JOTHYECKH
00BBpP3aHM M3CJIE0BATEJCKH 3aJa4yM, OOXBalllallld TEOPETUYEH aHaJM3,
METOAO0JIOTHYECKA paMKa, EMIIMPUYHA JUATHOCTHKA U IMpeJjaraHe Ha aBTOPCKHU
MOZEN.

[Toaxonsio € KOHCTpyHpaHa HM3CJIeA0BaTeJCKATa Te3a, CIOped KOSATO
NOTEHIMAIBT HA OTrOBOPHUS TYpu3bM B paioH ,,Puna-Ilupun ocraBa
HepeaTM3upaH Mopaau KPpUTHYCH HHHOPMAIIMOHEH U HHOPACTPYKTYPEH pa3puB,
YUETO MPEOJOJISIBAHE U3UCKBA MPEXO0] KbM MHTErPUPAH MOJEN Ha YIPaBICHUE,
CUHXPOHHU3UpAI] TUTUTAIHATE OYAaKBAaHUS HA MOTPEOUTENUTE C MHBECTHIIMUTE
Ha OusHeca. Ta3u Te3a e 3amMTEeHa 4pe3 AeHUHUPAHETO HA YeTHPH PadOTHHU
XUIIOTE3H, KOUTO CIyKaT KAaTO HaJeKJHAa OCHOBA 3a JOKa3BaHE HAa HAyYHUTE
TbpceHUs] Ha aucepraHta. Oco0eHO BHEYATICHHE TMPAaBU CTPEMEXBT 3a
OOBBp3BaHE Ha TEOPETUYHHUTE TOCTAHOBKH C TParMaTUYHH pEHICHUs 3a
3aTBapsHE Ha MeDUIIMTUTE MEXKIY MPEAJIaraHETO U ThPCEHETO.

N3noa3BanaTa Hay4yHa JuTepaTypa BkiIrousa 97 3armaBus, oT KOuTo 16
ca Ha Obirapcku e3uk, 81 Ha aHTIUHCKM €3uK W 24 WHTEpHET CcaiTa.
JIuTepaTypHHATE U3TOUHULM CA MIOJI3BAHU A00POCHBECTHO U KOPEKTHO.

3. OneHka Ha MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHH Pe3yJTaTH

IIvpBa rnaBa Ha auceprauMoOHHUA TPyd ,KoHuHenrTyajHa pamMka Ha
B3aMMOJCHCTBUETO MEXKAY OTIOBOPHHUS TYPU3bM H YCTOMYHMBOCTTAa Ha
AEeCTHHALMATA” TIOCTaBid TEOPETUYHUTE OCHOBM HA HW3CJIEABAHETO, KaTo



KOHLIENTyaJIN3Upa OTTOBOPHMSI TYpH3bM M HEroBaTa poJisi 3a YCTOWYHMBOTO
pa3BUTHE HA CBHBPEMEHHHUTE JAECTHHAUMU. PasrinenaHa € yCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha
TYpPUCTHYECKATA JECTUHALMS, KAKTO U KOPEHUTE HA KOHIIENIHATA 32 YCTOMYHUBO
pazButre. CrneuuaiHO MSCTO € OTAEJIEHO Ha J00pH MpPaKTUKA Ha
B3aUMOJICHCTBUE MEXIYy OTIOBOPHUA TYpU3bM H  yCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha
JNECTUHALMATA B OTTOBOP HAa KOHKPETHM npeau3BUKarencTa. lloctaBeH e
aKIIeHT BBbPXY JECTUHAIMATA KAaTO KOMIUIEKCEH OOEKT Ha YCTOMYHBO
yIpaBiieHUE, MPU KOETO TS CE OMpeeNsl He MPOCTO KaTo reorpadcka Touka, a
KaTo JUHAMUYHO (YHKIMOHAIHO TMPOCTPAHCTBO C pa3jivueH maiao.
BHuUMaHHETO € Haco4eHO KbM KOHIENTyalaHaTa paMmkKa Ha ,,TpoMHOTO IBHO™
(Triple Bottom Line — TBL) B koHTeKCTa Ha TypU3Ma.

BeB BTOpa riaBa Ha JuCEepTalMOHHUA TpPyA ,,MeTomoJornyecku
acleKTM HAa HW3MEPBAHETO Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTA B TYPHCTHYECKATA
AeCTHHALIMA”® C€ W3rpaxJa IJOCTHA M3CIEI0BaTeNICKa apXUTEKTypa 3a
00EKTHBHA OIICHKA Ha CEKTOPHHUTE Bb37cHCTBUS. Pasrienana e eBosonusTa Ha
MEXKIYHAPOJHUTE UHIUKATOPHU CUCTEMHU U ChbBPEMEHHUTE MPEAU3BUKATEICTBA
npea KOJIMYECTBEHOTO M KayeCTBEHOTO MM H3MEPBAHE, KAaTo € MoayepTaHa
HEOOXOJMMOCTTa OT MPAKTHUYECKHM U3MepuMH mokazatenu. OmnucaH e
METOAMYECKHS]  amapar, MW3MO0JI3BaH 3a EMIUPUYHOTO H3CJIEABAHE Ha
BB3JIEUCTBUETO HA OTTOBOPHMSI TYpU3BM BBPXY YCTOMUYMBOCTTA Ha W30paHUs
TypUCTUUYECKU paioH ,,Puna-Ilupun®. M3BbplHIeH € AeTalJieH CpaBHUTEICH
nperje/ Ha HopMaTUBHATA ypeada U CTPaTerHyecKoTo MIaHUpaHe Ha OOUTUHUTE
B pailoHa.

Tpera rmaBa Ha JucepraudoHHus Tpyn  ,M3caeaBane Ha
Bb31eHCTBHETO Ha OTTOBOPHHUSA TYpHM3bM BBbPXY YCTOHYHMBOCTTA HA
AeCTMHAIMATA” TPEBpbIIAa TEOPETUYHUTE TIOCTAHOBKM B EMIIMPUYHHU
KOHCTaTalli U NPUJIOKHU penleHus. M3pbplileHa € mpenn3Ha IUarHocTUKa Ha
npenjaraHero, Oa3upaHa Ha JETaillIeH aHajiu3 Ha HarjacuTe M PEaTHHUTE
NPaKTUKWA Ha TYpUCTUUYECKHUs Ou3Hec B paiioH ,,Punma-Ilupun“. OneHeHo e u
TBPCEHETO Ype3 M3CIE/BaHE Ha MOTPEOUTEICKOTO IOBEJCHHE, H3MEPBAIlO
CTEIIEHTa Ha €KOJIOTMYHA OCBH3HATOCT M TOTOBHOCTTA HA TYPUCTHUTE 3a PEAIHO
OTTOBOPHO JEHCTBME B JeCTUHAIMATA. AHaIM3WpaHu U 0000IIeHU ca
pe3yNTaTuTe OT EMIUPHYHOTO M3cienBaHe. VaeHTHGUIuUpanu ca CUCTEMHUTE
pa3puBH, JIOKATU3UPAUKH KPUTUYHUTE WHGOPMAIMOHHU M WH(PACTPYKTypHU
AeUIUTH MEXKIy OYaKBaHHMATA HA MOTPEOUTETUTE M TEKYIIUTE JCHCTBHUS Ha
ousneca. I[lpencraBeHMST aBTOPCKM CTPATETHYECKH MOJEN 3a YIpPaBICHHE,
npejyiara  KOHKPETHH JAUTHTAIIHM, WKOHOMHYECKM M HWHCTUTYLHOHAJIHU
WHCTPYMEHTH 34 Pa3BUTHE.

B 3akiiouenmero ca 00OOIIEHW TEOPETHUYHHUTE W EMIUPUYHHUTE
pe3yaTaTd OT H3CJIEBAHETO, KOUTO IOTBBPXKIABAT POJsATa HAa OTTOBOPHUS



TYpU3bM KaTO OMNCPATHBEH JBUraTeJ]l Ha YCTOHYMBOCTTa W OOOCHOBaBAT
npejjaraHus aBTOPCKA HWHTETPUpPAH MOJET 3a WHTEIMICHTHO YIpPAaBJICHHE Ha
paiion ,Puna-Ilupun xkato paboTemo penieHue 3a MOPeoJoJisIBaHEe Ha
UICHTUUITUPAHUTE paspuBH u TIOCTHUTaHE Ha JABIATOCPOYHA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT.

MetonojioruiTa  Ha  W3CICABAHETO  BKJIIOYBA  Mperyiel  Ha
CBIIIECTBYBAIllATa JIUTEPATypa, ChOMpaHE HA CTATUCTHYECKA JAHHU OTHOCHO
OTrOBOPHHUS Typu3bM. [IpUIIOKEHH ca aHATW3 M CHUHTE3, aHKETHO MPOYyYBaHe,
CTATHCTUYECKH M EKCICPTeH aHaIu3 Ha JaHHWUTE. M3CIeNBaHETO ¢ MPOBEACHO
4pe3 NMpuiIaraHe Ha CMECEH M3CJIe0BaTeNICKU au3aiiH (mixed methods).

[TocTaBeHHTEe WeJ W 3ada4M Ca YCICHIHO M3MbJHEHH. TEKCTHT €
HAITUCaH Ha HAyYeH €3UK.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHTE U HAYYHO-NPUJI0KHU MPUHOCH

OneHsiBaM TIpeJCTaBeHATa CIpaBKa 3a IPUHOCUTE KaTo NpEIU3Ha U
o0ekxTuBHA pedIeKCHs Ha MOCTUTHATUTE B TPYla pe3yJITaTh, KOUTO Ca JUPEKTHO
CJICJICTBUE OT TMPOBEACHUSA 3aJbJIOOYCH TEOPETHYCH aHalUu3 W MailaOHOTO
eMIupuyHO TipoyuBaHe. [IpuHocuTe ca ¢opMmynupaHu KOPEKTHO OT JOKTOPAHT
CraHoeBa.

B nucepranmonHus Tpyj SCHO C€ OTKPOSIBAT CICAHUTE HAYYHH U HAYUHO-
MPWIOKHU MPUHOCH

IbPBO— IIOCTUTHATO € HOBO TEOPETUYHO OCMHCIISIHE Ha OTIOBOPHHS
TypU3bM, KOMTO € apryMEeHTHpaH KaTo (yHIaMEHTaJleH ONEepaTUBEH ABUTATEI,
rapaHTHpalll Mpexoaa KbM peajHa yCTOMUYUBOCT Ha JIECTUHALIUUTE;

BTOPO — IMPUHOC KbM METOAMKATA NPEACTaBIsABA aJalNTUPAHETO Ha
rJI00QJIHA CUCTEMH 32 MOHUTOPUHT KbM PETMOHAIHHUS KOHTEKCT Ha bharapus,
KOETO TMO3BOJIIBA OOCKTUBHO M3MEpPBaHE HAa YCTOMYMBOCTTA B CHEIU(DUUHUTE
YCJIOBHS Ha MJIAHUHCKUTE PalioHMU;

TPeTo — 4pe3 3a1biI004eHO H3CiieIBaHe Ha HarjacuTe cpell Ou3Heca U
norpebutenure B paiioH ,Puna-llupun™ ca nokanmu3upanun KpPUTHIHUTE
,»pa3puBHU*‘, KOUTO OJIOKHpAT e(HEKTUBHOTO MPUIIATaHe HA YCTOWYMBU MIPAKTUKH;

YeTBbPTO — HAy4Y€H IPHUHOC MPEJICTABIABA IPEIIOKECHHUAIT aBTOPCKHU
YIPABICHCKU MOJEN, KOWUTO HHTErpupa JIUTHTAIHU HWHCTPYMEHTH W
WHCTUTYIIMOHATHN MEXaHU3MU 3a TOBHUIIIABAaHE HA KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTA HA
JNECTUHALUSTA,;

eTo — JHUCEpPTAlUsiITa UMa SCHO M3pa3eHa MPAKTUYECKa CTOWHOCT 4pe3
dbopMynupaHeTro  Ha  KOHKPETEH  HWHCTPYMEHTApUyM,  MPWIOKHUM B
CTPATErnYECKOTO TJIAHUPAHE U YIIPABICHUETO HA MECTHO U PETMOHAIIHO HUBO.



5. OuneHka Ha My0JIMKALIMUTE MO0 AUCEPTALUATA

JloxtopanT Jlunu CraHoeBa OTroBaps HA MHMHHMAJHHMTE HALMOHAJIHH
M3UCKBAaHUA 32 MPUCHKAAHE Ha 0oOpa3oBaTeaHa W Hay4yHa CTENEH ,,JOKTOp®,
CBIJIACHO 4. 20, an. 2 1 aji. 3 Ha 3aKOHa 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaJeMUYHHS ChCTaB B
Peny6nuka bearapus. T uma 5 myOaumkanmu, camocrostesnHu. [JJoknaaure ca
OTI€YaTaHU B COOPHUIIM OT Y4YacTHE B MEXAYHAPOJIHU U IOOMJICHHH HaydHU
koH(pepenuuu. [lyOnukanuuTe ca nmpeacTaBUTeJHM U OCUTYPSBAT AOCTATHYHO
Pa3NpoOCTPaHEHHE HA Pe3yJTATUTE OT H3CIECABAHETO CpEJ aKaJeMHU4YHATa
OOLIHOCT U 3aMHTEPECOBAHUTE CPEIU OT TYPUCTHUECKUSI OU3HEC.

6. Ounenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

ABTopedepaTbT € B 00eM OT 85 CTpaHUIM HA OBJTapPCKH U AHTJIMHCKHU
e3uk. Toil KOPEKTHO KOPECTOHAUpA C AUCEPTALMOHHHUSA TPYJA M JTOCTOBEPHO
Npe/ICTaBs B CUHTE3UPAH BUJ U3CJIEIBAHUTE MPOOJIEMHU.

7. KpnTnuHu 0ejiesKKU, NPeNnopbKH U BHIPOCH

[IpenopbuBam Ha noktopaHT Jlunum CraHoeBa B ObjemiaTa CM HaydHa
paboTa a pa3upu o0XBaTa Ha aHaJIM3a Ype3 BKIIOUBAHE HA PECTOPAHTHOPCKHUS
CEKTOp, KaTo M3CJie/IBA MHOBALMOHHUTE MPAKTUKA U TAXHOTO 3HAYCHHE 3a
NOBHUIIABAHE  HA  YCTOMYMBOCTTA W  KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa  Ha
TYPUCTUYECKUTE IECTUHALIUU.

8. 3akuoueHue

C yOeneHocT gaBaM MOJIOKUTETHA OLEHKA HA TUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYH Ha
TemMa ,, Bwv3oelicmeue Ha omeoOpHUs MYPU3bM 6bPX) YCMOUUUBOCMMA HA
oecmunayusma ‘. TloTBBpkIaBamM, dYe TOH WUBIMIO ChOTBETCTBA Ha
muckBanusaTa Ha 3PAC na Penybnuka bwarapus, [IpaBuiHuKa 3a HETOBOTO
npunarade u llpaBunnuka 3a yueOHata aeitHoct Ha YHCC — wact Tpera
»»TIOKTOP*.

[Ipeqnaram Ha yBa)kaeMHUTE WICHOBE HAa HAYYHOTO KypU Ja B3eMaT
peluieHue ,,3A” NOPUCHKIAHETO Ha O0pa3oBaTeJHATA W Hay4YHa CTeleH
»10KTOpP” B 0o0macT Ha BucmieTo obpa3oBanue 3. ,,COUMATHU, CTOMAHCKH H
NpaBHU HAYKH”, Mpo¢ecuoHATIHO HanpaBJaenue 3.8. ,UkoHOMHKa”, Hay4YHa
cnenquaaHoct ,HkoHomuka wu ynpasiaenue (typusbm)”’ nHa JIWJIU
KPUCTUSH CTAHOEBA — pefoBeH JTOKTOpaHT B Kareapa ,, IkoHOMHKa Ha
Typusma’” KbM (akynTeT ,,likonomuka Ha uHbpactpykrypata” Ha YHCC.

Codus, M3rorBmji CTAHOBUIIIETO:
27.03.2026 r. (mpod. n.1H. Tans [Napymesa)
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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertant was trained in the PhD program at the Department of
Economics of Tourism, Faculty of Economics of Infrastructure of the UNWE in
the scientific specialty “Economics and Management (Tourism)”. The training
was carried out in full-time form in the period 2023 — 2026.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation submitted for review by doctoral candidate Lilly Kristian
Stanoeva, along with the abstract and related scientific publications, is the result
of independent scientific research. The work comprises 176 pages. The main text
includes 22 tables and 15 figures. The structure of the dissertation is based on
well-founded logic. It consists of an introduction (7 pages), a main body in three
chapters (139 pages of main text), a conclusion (4 pages), a list of references (14
pages), and appendices (10 pages).

The dissertation submitted for review by doctoral candidate Lily Kristian
Stanoeva, along with the abstract and related scientific publications, is the result
of independent scientific research. The work comprises 176 pages. The main text



includes 22 tables and 15 figures. The structure of the dissertation is based on
well-founded logic. It consists of an introduction (7 pages), a main body in three
chapters (139 pages of main text), a conclusion (4 pages), a list of references (14
pages), and appendices (10 pages).

The relevance of the dissertation is argued and convincingly
demonstrated, driven by the fundamental transformation of global tourism
toward models based on responsibility and long-term sustainability. The author
skillfully places the issue within the context of contemporary strategic
frameworks, such as the European Green Deal and the new UN Statistical
Framework (SF-MST, 2024). Of particular value is the examination of the so-
called “Value-Action Gap” and the role of digital transformation as a tool for
overcoming “hidden sustainability” in the sector. The significance of this study
is clearly projected at the regional level, focusing on the “Rila-Pirin” region — a
destination with unique natural capital under the auspices of UNESCO, which is
subject to intense anthropogenic pressure and in need of new management
approaches.

The dissertation successfully distinguishes between the object of the
study — responsible tourism as a model of consumer and business behavior —
and the subject — its impact on the economic, environmental, and social
sustainability of the “Rila-Pirin” destination. The research objective is clearly
and precisely defined to analyze and assess this impact and, based on the
identified gaps, to design an integrated strategic model for managing the region.
To achieve this, four logically interconnected research tasks have been
formulated, covering theoretical analysis, a methodological framework,
empirical diagnosis, and the proposal of an original model.

The research thesis is appropriately constructed, according to which the
potential of responsible tourism in the “Rila-Pirin” region remains unrealized
due to a critical information and infrastructure gap, the overcoming of which
requires a transition to an integrated management model synchronizing
consumers’ digital expectations with business investments. This thesis is
supported by the definition of four working hypotheses, which serve as a
reliable foundation for substantiating the author’s scientific research. Particularly
noteworthy is the effort to link theoretical frameworks with pragmatic solutions
to bridge the gaps between supply and demand.

The scientific literature used includes 97 titles, of which 16 are in
Bulgarian, 81 in English, and 24 websites. The literary sources have been used
conscientiously and correctly.



3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

The first chapter of the dissertation, “A Conceptual Framework for the
Interaction Between Responsible Tourism and Destination Sustainability”,
lays the theoretical foundations of the study by conceptualizing responsible
tourism and its role in the sustainable development of modern destinations. The
sustainability of the tourist destination is examined, as well as the roots of the
concept of sustainable development. Special attention is given to best practices
in the interaction between responsible tourism and destination sustainability in
response to specific challenges. Emphasis is placed on the destination as a
complex object of sustainable management, in which it is defined not merely as
a geographical point, but as a dynamic functional space of varying scale.
Attention is focused on the conceptual framework of the “Triple Bottom Line”
(TBL) in the context of tourism.

Chapter Two of the dissertation, “Methodological Aspects of
Measuring Sustainability in a Tourism Destination”, establishes a
comprehensive research framework for the objective assessment of sectoral
impacts. The evolution of international indicator systems and the contemporary
challenges facing their quantitative and qualitative measurement are examined,
emphasizing the need for practically measurable indicators. The methodological
framework used for the empirical study of the impact of responsible tourism on
the sustainability of the selected “Rila-Pirin” tourism region is described. A
detailed comparative review of the regulatory framework and strategic planning
of the municipalities in the region has been conducted.

Chapter Three of the dissertation, “Study of the Impact of Responsible
Tourism on Destination Sustainability”, translates theoretical concepts into
empirical findings and practical solutions. A precise diagnosis of the supply side
has been conducted, based on a detailed analysis of the attitudes and actual
practices of the tourism industry in Rila-Pirin region. Demand was also assessed
through a study of consumer behavior, measuring the degree of environmental
awareness and tourists’ readiness for actual responsible action at the destination.
The results of the empirical study were analyzed and summarized. Systemic
gaps have been identified, pinpointing critical information and infrastructure
deficits between consumer expectations and current business practices. The
author’s proposed strategic management model offers specific digital, economic,
and institutional tools for development.

The conclusion summarizes the theoretical and empirical results of the
study, which confirm the role of responsible tourism as an operational driver of
sustainability and justify the proposed integrated model for the intelligent
management of the “Rila-Pirin” as a viable solution for overcoming the
identified gaps and achieving long-term competitiveness.



The research methodology includes a review of the existing literature
and the collection of statistical data on responsible tourism. The study employs
analysis and synthesis, a survey, and statistical and expert analysis of the data.
The study was conducted using a mixed-methods research design.

The stated objectives and tasks have been successfully accomplished.
The text is written in academic language.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

| consider the presented summary of contributions to be an accurate and
objective reflection of the results achieved in the thesis, which are a direct
consequence of the in-depth theoretical analysis and the extensive empirical
study. The contributions have been correctly formulated by doctoral candidate
Stanoeva.

The following scientific and applied scientific contributions are clearly
highlighted in the dissertation:

first — a new theoretical understanding of responsible tourism has been
achieved, which is argued to be a fundamental operational driver ensuring the
transition to genuine sustainability of destinations.

second — a contribution to methodology is the adaptation of global
monitoring systems to the regional context of Bulgaria, which allows for the
objective measurement of sustainability under the specific conditions of
mountainous areas.

third — through an in-depth study of attitudes among businesses and
tourists in Rila-Pirin region, the critical “gaps” that hinder the effective
implementation of sustainable practices have been identified.

fourth — the proposed author’s management model, which integrates
digital tools and institutional mechanisms to enhance the destination’s
competitiveness, is of scientific contribution.

fifth — the dissertation has clear practical value through the formulation of
a specific toolkit applicable to strategic planning and management at the local
and regional levels.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications

Doctoral student Lilly Stanoeva meets the minimum national
requirements for awarding the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor”, in
accordance with Art. 2b, para. 2 and para. 3 of the Act on the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. She has five independent
publications. The papers have been published in proceedings from international
and anniversary scientific conferences. The publications are representative and



ensure sufficient dissemination of the research results among the academic
community and stakeholders in the tourism industry.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract is 85 pages long and is written in Bulgarian and English. It
corresponds accurately with the dissertation and provides a reliable, concise
overview of the issues examined.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

| recommend that doctoral student Lilly Stanoeva, in her future scientific
work, expand the scope of the analysis by including the restaurant sector, by
investigating innovative practices and their importance for increasing the
sustainability and competitiveness of tourist destinations.

8. Conclusion

| confidently give a positive assessment of the dissertation on the topic
“Impact of Responsible Tourism on Destination Sustainability”. | confirm that it
fully complies with the requirements of the Law on the Development of
Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its
implementation, and the Regulations on Academic Activities at UNWE — Part
Three: “Doctor”.

I propose that the esteemed members of the academic jury vote “FOR”
the awarding of the educational and scientific degree of “Doctor” in the field
of higher education 3. “Social, Economic, and Legal Sciences,” professional
field 3.8. “Economics”, scientific specialty “Economics and Management
(Tourism)” to LILLY KRISTIYAN STANOEVA - a full-time doctoral
student in the Department of “Economics of Tourism” at the Faculty of
“Economics of Infrastructure” of the UNWE.

Sofia, Academic Statement by:
27.03.2026 (Prof. D.Sc. Tanya Parusheva)
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