YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBMUILE

Ot:  0oy. 0-p I'epeana I'eopeuesa Aneenosa
FOz03anaoen ynusepcumem ,, Heogpum Puncku “
Hayuna cneyuannocm ,, Mkonomuka u ynpasienue na mypuzma

OTHOCHO:  AMCepTalMOHEH TPYyJ 3a MPUCHKIAaHE Ha 0Opa3oBaTeNHAa W HayyHa
CTENEH ,,AOKTOP* 110 MKronomuxa u ynpaenenue (mypuzvm) B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYI: Buxpen Cmanumupoe Kupunos
Tema Ha qucepTalMOHHUS TPYA: Llocmvnen mypuszom

OcHnosanue 3a NPE/CTAaBSIHE HA CTAHOBULIETO: YyYaCTHE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
KYpU TO 3alluTa Ha [AUCEPTALMOHHMS TpyHn cbriacHo 3amoBen Ne61l6 ot
27.02.2026 r. na 3am.-pextopa no HUJ] na YHCC.

1. Undopmanus 3a 1ucepTaHTA

JlucepTanThT ce ¢ oOydaBajl IO JOKTOpPCKAa MporpamMa KbM Kameopa
,, Ukonomuxa na mypuzma“, gpaxyimem ,, Uxonomuka na ungpacmpyxkmypama *
Ha YHCC no mayuma cneyuannocm ,,Mxonomuka u ynpaeienue (mypuzom)‘
npoghecuonanno Hanpaesnernue 3.8. Ukonomuka, obnacm na sucuie oopaszosanue 3.
Coyuannu, cmonancku u npaenu Hayku cbriacHo 3anosen Ha Pextopa Ha YHCC
Ne720 ot 12.03.2021 r. /IokTOpaHTHT € OTYMCIICH C TIPaBO Ha 3aIllUTa, CAUTAHO OT
02.03.2026 r.

[IpencraBenata OuorpaduyHa cmpaBkKa IMOKas3Ba, Y€ JOKTOpaHT Buxpen
KupunoB mnputexxaBa TPUTOAMIICH npoghecuonaren onum 8 obracmma Ha
CLOUMUUHUSA MEHUONCMBHM 8 XOMeauepcmaomo, Kato € 3aeMai qjibkxkHoctra C&B
cynepBait3bp B Tower Thistle Hotel, Jlonnon, Benukobpuranus. OcBeH ToBa
TUCEPTAHTHT UMa HAMPYNAH YNPABIEHCKU onum u 8 opyau 06e npogecuoHaiHu
HanpasieHus — uUHaHCU U 00pazoséanue, Kato € 3aeMajl MEHUKbPCKA TTO3UIUS B
kommanus ,,lOpokem EOO/I, KakTo M JIBAKHOCTTA U3IBJIIHUTEIEH TUPEKTOP B
MBBY — boresrpan.

Bucmero cu oOpaszoBanue noktopaHT Buxpen KupunoB mnpumobuBa B
YHCC - Codust, xpaero noayuasa obpazo8amenHo-K8aru@GUKAyuoHHa cmeneH



,,baxkanasvp “ no cneyuarnocm ,, Quuancu“ u 06pa3068amMeNHO-K8ATUDUKAYUOHHA
cmenen ,,macucmuvp “ no cneyuainocm ,, Ynpaenenue na yoeewikume pecypcu .

2. O0ma xapakTepucTHKA HA NMpPeJICTABEHNUs TUCEPTAIUOHEH TPYA

Jlucepmayuonnusm mpyo e ¢ oowy obem 203 cmpanuyu, Kat0 OCHOBHUSAT
TekcT oOxBamia 188 crpanmim u BkmouBa 12 tabmumu u S durypu. Kom
TUCEpTalUsITa ca MpUiiokeHu Oubnmorpadus (8 crpaHuim), Tpyu NpuiIokeHus (6
CTPaHMIIN), KAKTO U CIIUCHK Ha TaOnumuTe u gurypurte (1 cTpaHuiia), COUCHK Ha
U3MNoNa3BaHuTe ChKpameHus (1 crTpanuiia) u cnuchbk Ha mnpuioxenusTa (1
cTpanuia). bubmmorpadckusat amapar oOxBama o6mo 164 u3TOYHMKA Ha
ObJATapcKu M AaHIVIMACKU €3MK, KaTo C€ OTKpOsiBa 3HAUUTENHUAT [sU1 Ha
W3MOA3BAaHUTE JIOKJIAAM W HOPMATUBHU JOKYMEHTH Ha JbpXaBHU U
MEXIYHAPOIHU OpTraHU3alHH.

Cmpykmypama Ha OucepmayuoHHus mpyo € CboOpa3eHa ¢ LAIOCTHOTO
pazpa0oTBaHe Ha U3CIENOBATEIICKUS NpoOJeM ¢ Orye] IMOCTUTaHeTO Ha
[IOCTaBEHATa W3CJIEJOBATEICKAa L€l M CE€ OTIMYaBa C SCHOTA, JOTMYecKa
MOCIIEOBATEIHOCT U BBTPEIIHA OOBBP3aHOCT. TPYyABT € CTPYKTYpHpaH B YBOJ,
TPU TJaBU U 3aKIIOYCHHE, KAaTO CHOTHOILIEHUETO MEXIy OTIACITHUTE 4YacTh Ha
U3JIO)KEHUETo € OanaHcupaHo. [lvpsa eonaséa pasriexna cvuHocmma u
ocobeHocmume Ha OOCMBNHUA MYPU3bM, KaTO H3SICHABA OCHOBHUTE IOHSTHS,
uaeHTUGUIIMpa KIIOYOBUTE TPYNU MOTPEOUTENH W aHAIM3Mpa HOpPMATHUBHATA
pamkKa B 00JacTTa, KAKTO U OCHOBHUTE TEHACHIIMH B Pa3BUTHETO Ha JOCTHIIHATA
TypUCTUYECKA cpefia. Bmopa 2nasa € HaCOUEHA KbM U3CIe08aHe HA YCI08UAMA 3a
ocuzypsigane Ha OOCMbNEeH Mypu3vM, KaTO aHaJu3upa 3HAYEHUETO Ha
¢du3nUeckaTa U IUTUTANHATA CPEe/ia, TOCTHIIHOCTTA HAa TPAHCIIOPTHUTE CPEJCTBA U
CBbp3aHaTa WHPPACTPYKTYpa, KaKTO H TMpencTaBs J0OpU TPAKTUKH B
pasriiexaanara oonact. Tpema 2naea € ¢ NpUIONCHO-U3CAE008AMENCKU XAPAKMED
Y TIPEICTaBs aHAJIN3 HAa Bb3MOKHOCTHUTE 32 OCUTYPSIBAHE HA IOCTHIICH TYypU3bM. B
Hed ce pa3paboTBa METOJOJIOTMYHATA paMKa M H3CIEIO0BATEICKUIT JU3aWH,
BKJIFOUUTEITHO U3MOJI3BAHUAT HWHCTPYMEHTApUYM, MPEACTaBIT C€ EMIUPUYHU
W3CIIeJIBAHUS CPEeJl MOTPEOUTENN U JOCTABUMIIA HA TYPUCTHYECKHU yCIYyTH, KAaKTO U
CBIIOCTABUTEJICH aHAJIM3 Ha MOJIy4YeHUTE pe3yntatu. Ha Ta3zu ocHoBa € mpeasioxkeH
MOJIETI 32 OCUTYpPSIBaHE Ha JOCTBIICH TYpHU3bM, GOPMYIUPAHU Ca OCHOBHU U3BOJU
Y Ca U3BEJICHU MPEMOPHKHU 32 JTOCTABUHUIINTE HA TYPUCTUUECKU YCITYyTH.

Axmyannocmma Ha memama TPOU3THYA OT HAPACTBAIIOTO 3HAUYECHHUE Ha
npuoOuiaBans TypuU3bM B  KOHTEKCTa Ha JEeMOrpadCKuTe MpPOMEHH,
3aCTapsSBAaHETO HA HACEJICHHETO M YBEIMYaBaHETO Ha Xopara ChC CHeruUIHU
noTpebHoCcTH. B chBpeMeHHaTa TypUCTHYECKa MHAYCTPHUS OOCMBNHOCMMA 8eye
He ce pazenedxcoa eOUHCmMEEeHO Kamo COYUANHA OM208OPHOCM, d KAmo
cmpamezuyecku (hakmop 3a KOHKYPeHmMOCHOCOOHOCH U YCMOUYUBO pa3sumue Ha
oecmuHayuume u mypucmudeckume npeonpusmus. ToBa ce MOTBbPKIaBa U OT



aKleHTa B U3CJEABAHETO BBPXY HOPMATHMBHATa paMkKa, HHQpPACTpyKTypHaTa
ocUrypeHocT ((usmuecka, JUTHTATHA U TPAHCIOPTHA Cpena), KaKTo U BBPXY
no0pure mpakTHUKu. Temara € He caMO aKkTyajHa, HO U JO2UYeCKU U HAYYHO
000cHO6aHa, T KATO ChUeTaBa TEOPETUYHO M3SICHSIBAHE, HOPMATUBEH aHAJN3 U
NPWIOKHU M3CJE/IBAHMS, HACOYEHHM KbM [MPAKTUYECKO MOJ00psiBaHEe Ha
TYPUCTUYECKUTE YCIYTH.

Obexmvm U npeomemdvm Ha U3CIeIBaHETO ca (OPMYIUPAHU SICHO U
KOPEKTHO. [Jenma Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TpPYyJ € MPELUU3HO OINpeAesieHa WU
apryMEHTUpPaHa, KaTo KbM Hes Ca CbOTHECEHHM YETHPH U3C1e008ameNcKU 3a0au,
KOUTO IOCJIEIOBATEIHO OTpa3sBaT JIOTUKATa U CTPYKTypaTa Ha MPOBEIEHOTO OT
JIOKTOpaHTa u3cienBane. Mscieoosamenckama mesa € To4HO (hopMynupaHa, a 3a
HEIHOTO JI0Ka3BaHe ca ie(UHUPAHU NIeT pabOTHU Xunomesu.

Jloktopant Buxpen Kupuno e mpoyuun 3HauuTeneH Opod uzmounuyu,
KOUTO OCHUTypsiBaT cTaOujiHa HayyHa OCHOBa Ha wu3cieaBaHeTo. Cpen Tax ce
OTKpOSIBA CBIIECTBEH Js1 Ha M3MOJA3BaHUTE JOKJIAAd Ha JIbpKABHU U
MEXKIyHApOJHU HWHCTUTYLIMM W OpPraHW3allud W HOPMAaTUBHU JTOKYMEHTH,
HEOOXOJMMH 32 CTPATETMYECKOTO YIPABICHHE HA YCTOMUMBOTO pAa3BUTUE HA
TYPUCTUYECKUTE JECTUHALMKA B KOHTEKCTa Ha JOCTHIIHMS Typu3bM. [lo30BaBaHeTO
Ha W3I0J3BaHaTa JUTEpaTypa € KOPEKTHO M CBhOTBETCTBA HA YTBBPIACHUTE
cmanoapmu 3a Hay4Ha emuKda.

3. OueHka HA MOJTyYeHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

[lonyuenute Hayuno-npunodcHu pesyamamu OT JTHUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYI
Morar Ja ObJaT OLIEHEHH KaTo 3HAYMMHU, KOMITJIEKCHHU U C SICHO U3pa3eHa 100aBeHa
CTOMHOCT 3a u3cliefBaHata oOsact. Oco0eHO IEHHO € KOHIENTYaJIM3UPAHETO Ha
JIOCTBITHHUS TYPU3bM KaTO KOMILICKCHA COI[MATHO-MKOHOMHYECKA W YIPaBJICHCKA
CHUCTEMa, KaKTO U pa3padOTBAaHETO Ha asmoposa OeuHuyus W Pa3UIUPEeHA
Kracugurayus Ha axkmopume, ONPENETSAIIN HUBOTO HA JNOCTHIHOCT. M300pbT U
MPUJIOKEHUETO HA METOJIa Ha TPUAHTYJIAIUS OCUTYPSBA HAOeHCOHOCH W TIOBUIIIABA
ganuoHocmma Ha pesyamamume. bBe3CIIOPHO HaM-BHCOKA HAayyHa W IPUIIOKHA
CTOMHOCT TPUTEXKABA MPEOIONHCEHUSM UHMeSPUPAH MOOel 3a OCUSYpA6aHe HA
oocmvnern mypusvm, Oa3sUpaH Ha TET KIIOYOBU KOHCTPYKTa, HehUHUpAHU
MOCJIEIOBAaTEIHO B XOJa Ha H3CJEIBaHETO. MoJenbT MNOo3BONsIBA OOEKTHBHA
OLICHKa Ha BCEKM OT KOHCTPYKTUTE YpEe3 CHUCTEMA OT IOKa3aTelIH, KOSATO
BIIOCJICAICTBHE CIYXXKHA 3a UIACHTUUIIMpaHEe Ha oOJacTu 3a ToxoOpeHue u
aKTyaJMu3alus BbB BCIKO €IHO OT TEMAaTUYHHUTE HampaBieHus. Toil ce oTin4yaBa ¢
sCHA U 100pe apryMeHTHpaHa CTPYKTypa, BKJIIOUBAIA IET OCHOBHU KOMIIOHEHTA,
nmer 0a30BM MPUHIWINA W TPOIECEH IMKBJI, KAKTO M C TAXHATa BBTpPEIIHA
JIOTUYECKAa CBBP3aHOCT. BCHYKO TOBa TrapaHTHpPA 6UCOKA NPULONCUMOCH U
eghekmusHoOCm Ha NPeoloAHCEeHUSI MOOEIL.



4. OneHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-NPUJI0KHU MPUHOCH

[Ipuemam u u3passiBaM BHCOKA OICHKA Ha (HOPMYIHPAHUTE OT JOKTOpPAHTA
HAY4YHO-TIPWJIOKHU TPUHOCH, KOUTO CE€ pa3MIekIgaT KaTro JUYHO HErOBO
MOCTUKEHHUE u MPEACTaBIIABAT yOeAUTEIHO JI0Ka3aTEJICTBO 3a
Hay4YHOM3CIIEJOBATEICKUTE, QHATTUTUYHUTE W NPOPECHOHATHUTE MY
KOMIIETEHTHOCTH. Hayunume u npunodcHume npuHocu ca sicHO (GOpMYIUPAHU U
MMaT ChIIECTBEHA MTPAKTUUECKA CTOMHOCT, KOATO HAMHUPA HAM-IIBJIHO U3PAKEHHUE B
pa3pabOTEeHUs] MHTETPATUBEH MOJEJ Ha BepUrara Ha JOCTBIIHOCTTAa B TypHU3Ma.
Tou MOxke J1a ce mpuyara Kato MHCTPYMEHT 3a OLICHKA U IJIAHUPAHE HA JOCTHIIHU
TYPUCTUYECKH MPOIYKTH U MOJTUTHKH.

5. Ouenka Ha My0JMKANMUTE 10 INCEPTAIUATA

[IpeacraBeHuTe ner myoJUKanuu, OT KOUTO YETHUPU CAMOCTOSITEIHU U €JHA
B CbABTOPCTBO, OMPA3A6am pearHume HAYYHU NOCMUdNCEeHUs Ha JIOKTOPAHTA U
MPEACTABAT pEe3yJITAaTUTE OT JAUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYyJA IMped akKaJeMU4HaTa H
npodecuonanHa oOmHocT. Te HagBUIIABAT  MUHUMATHUME  HAYUOHAIHU
usuckeanusi 3a npunoouBane Ha OHC ,,mokrop®, xato nokrtopant Kupuios e
peanusupai oo1mo 45 ToukH.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

ABTtopedeparsT € ¢ 00eM oT 63 CTpaHMIIM KOMIIOTHPHO HaOpaH TEKCT Ha
OBITapCKU W aHTIMHCKY e3uK. ChCTaBEeH € OT MIECT YaCcTH, KOMTO BKJIFOUBAT 001
XapaKkTepUCTUKa Ha  JAUCEPTAllMOHHUS TPYIH, CTPYKTypa H CBhAbpPKAHHE Ha
JMICEPTAIIMOHHUS TPY/, CHHTE3UPAHO M3JIOKCHUE, CITPABKa 32 HAYYHUTE TPUHOCH,
CIHCHK Ha aBTOPCKHU MyOJIMKAWKU U JIEKIapanus 3a aBTOPCTBO. Agmopedepamvm
OTpa3siBa B II'bJIHA CTEIICH CTPYKTYpPaTa, ChIbPKAHUETO U OCHOBHUTE PE3yJITaTH Ha
JVCEPTAIIIOHHUS TPYI.

7. Kputuunu 0esie:kku, NpenopbKu U BIPOCH

B xoHTekcTa Ha TUruTaNHaTa TpaHcdopmalus Ha CbBpPEMEHHOTO OOLIECTBO
OMX MoCTaBWJIA CIEAHHUS BBIPOC KbM JOKTOpaHTa: Kak oueumanuzayusma Ha
mypucmudeckume yciy2u NPOMeHs HauuHa, no KOUumo ce 8b3npuema u ocueyped
00CMBNHUAM MYPUSLM U KAKEU HOBU NPEOU3BUKAMENCMBA 8b3HUKBAM, C8bP3AHU C
,, oueumannama 0ocmuvnHocm “?

8. 3aki0ueHune

Pa3paGoTeHusT aAmMcepTallMOHEH TpPyJ TPEACTaBlsABa 3aBBPIICHO U
usnocTHO u3cnensane. Jloxkropant Buxpen KupunoB gemoHcTpupa cnocoOHOCTH
32 CaMOCTOSITEJIHO TMPOBEXKJIAaHE Ha HAYYHO W3CJIEABaHE, apryMEHTHUPAHO
dbopMmynMpaHe Ha HAyYHU HW3BOAM W pa3pabOTBaHE HA WHTETPUPAH TEOPETHKO-
EMIIUPUYECH MOJIe] B pasriexkjaaHaTta o00JacT, KOETO TOTBBPXKJAaBa HETOBHS



npodus Ha MEepCHEeKTUBEH m3cienoBaren. KadyecTBOToO Ha JUCEpTAlMOHHUS TPY/I,
MMOCTUTHATUTE pe3yJaTaTd W (HOPMYJIMPAHUTE HAYIHO-TIPUIIOKHH IPUHOCH MH
JaBaT OCHOBAHUE KATETOPUYHO J1a U3PA3Sl NOJONCUMENIHA OYeHKA U NOOKpena 3a
npucvoicoanemo Ha obpazosamenHama U HAyyHa cmeneH ,,00Kmop“ Ha
ookmopaum  Buxpen Cmanumupos Kupunoé no muayyna cneyuaiHocm
, Ukonomuxka u ynpaenenue (mypuszom)‘, npogecuonanno nanpasierue 3.8.
Hronomuxa, obnacm na eucue oopazosanue 3. Coyuanuu, Cmonancku u npasHu
HAYKU.
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UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

ACADEMIC OPINION

Written by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gergana Georgieva Angelova
South-West University “Neofit Rilski”
Scientific Specialty: Economics and Management of Tourism

Regarding: dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree of
doctor in the professional field 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty
of Economics and Management (Tourism) at UNWE, Sofia.

Author of the dissertation: Vihren Stanimirov Kirilov
Topic of the dissertation: Accessible Tourism

Grounds for the academic opinion submission: participation in the scientific
jury for the defense of the dissertation in accordance with Order No. 616 of
27.02.2026 of the Vice-Rector for Scientific Research of UNWE, Sofia

1. Information about the Doctoral Candidate

The doctoral candidate was enrolled in a doctoral program at the Department of
Tourism Economics, Faculty of Infrastructure Economics, University of
National and World Economy (UNWE), in the scientific specialty of
Economics and Management (Tourism), professional field 3.8 Economics,
within the higher education area 3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, in
accordance with Order No.720 of 12.03.2021 issued by the Rector of UNWE.
The doctoral candidate has been granted the right to defend the dissertation as of
02.03.2026.

The presented biographical profile indicates that doctoral candidate Vihren Kirilov
has three years of professional experience in event management within the
hospitality industry having held the position of C&B Supervisor at Tower Thistle
Hotel, London, United Kingdom. The candidate has also accumulated managerial
experience in two other professional fields — finance and education, serving in a
managerial position at Eurocash Ltd., as well as being an Executive Director of
IBS, Botevgrad.



Doctoral candidate Vihren Kirilov obtained his higher education at the University
of National and World Economy (UNWE) — Sofia, where he earned a Bachelor’s
degree in Finance and a Master’s degree in Human Resource Management.

2. General Characteristics of the Submitted Dissertation

The dissertation comprises a total of 203 pages, with the main body covering 188
pages and including 12 tables and 5 figures. The doctoral thesis is supplemented
by a bibliography (8 pages), three appendices (6 pages), as well as a list of tables
and figures (1 page), a list of abbreviations (1 page), and a list of appendices (1
page). The bibliographic apparatus includes a total of 164 sources in Bulgarian and
English, with a notable share consisting of reports and regulatory documents
issued by national and international organizations.

The dissertation structure is aligned with the comprehensive development of the
research problem in view of achieving the stated research objective and is
characterized by clarity, logical coherence and internal consistency. The work is
organized into an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion, with a well-
balanced proportion between its individual parts. Chapter One examines the
essence and specific features of accessible tourism by clarifying the key concepts,
identifying the main tourism service user groups and analyzing the relevant
regulatory framework, as well as the major trends in the development of an
accessible tourism environment. Chapter Two focuses on the conditions for
ensuring accessible tourism analyzing the role of the physical and digital
environment, the accessibility of transport and related infrastructure and presenting
good practices in the field. Chapter Three has an applied research orientation and
provides an analysis of the possibilities for ensuring accessible tourism. It develops
the methodological framework and research design, including the applied research
instruments, and presents empirical studies conducted among users and providers
of tourism services, along with a comparative analysis of the findings. On this
basis, a model for ensuring accessible tourism is proposed and key conclusions and
recommendations for tourism service providers are formulated.

The relevance of the topic stems from the growing importance of inclusive tourism
in the context of demographic change, population ageing and the increasing
number of people with specific needs. In the contemporary tourism industry,
accessibility is no longer viewed solely as a matter of social responsibility, but
rather as a strategic factor for the competitiveness and sustainable development of
destinations and tourism enterprises. This is further supported by the research
emphasis on the regulatory framework, infrastructural provision (physical, digital,
and transport environments), as well as the analysis of good practices. The topic is
not only highly relevant but also logically and scientifically well-grounded, as it
combines theoretical clarification, regulatory analysis and applied research aimed
at the practical improvement of tourism services.



The object and subject of the research are clearly and appropriately formulated.
The aim of the dissertation is precisely defined and well-argued, with four research
tasks aligned to it, which consistently reflect the logic and structure of the research
conducted by the doctoral candidate. The research thesis is accurately formulated
and five working hypotheses have been defined to support its verification.

Doctoral candidate Vihren Kirilov has reviewed a substantial number of sources
that provide a solid scientific foundation for the research. Among them, a
significant proportion consists of reports issued by national and international
institutions and organizations, as well as regulatory documents necessary for the
strategic management of sustainable development of tourist destinations in the
context of accessible tourism. The referencing of the consulted literature is
accurate and complies with the established standards of academic ethics.

3. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Results

The research scientific and applied results can be assessed as significant,
comprehensive and demonstrating a clearly defined added value for the researched
field. Particularly noteworthy is the conceptualization of accessible tourism as a
complex socio-economic and managerial system, as well as the development of an
original author’s definition and an expanded classification of the factors
determining the level of accessibility. The selection and application of the
triangulation method ensure reliability and enhance the validity of the results.
Undoubtedly, the highest scientific and practical value is attributed to the proposed
integrated model for ensuring accessible tourism, based on five key constructs
consistently defined throughout the research process. The model enables an
objective assessment of each construct through a system of indicators, which
subsequently serves to identify areas for improvement and refinement across all
thematic domains. It is characterized by a clear and well-structured design
comprising five main components, five foundational principles and a process
cycle, as well as by their strong internal logical coherence. All of this ensures the
high applicability and effectiveness of the proposed model.

4. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Contributions

I acknowledge and highly evaluate the scientific and applied contributions
formulated by the doctoral candidate, which are regarded as his personal
achievement and constitute convincing evidence of his research, analytical and
professional competencies. The scientific and applied contributions are clearly
articulated and possess substantial practical value, which is most fully expressed in
the developed integrative model of the accessibility chain in tourism. The model
may be applied as a tool for the assessment and planning of accessible tourism
products and policies.



5. Evaluation of the Publications

The five presented publications, four of which are sole-authored and one co-
authored, reflect the doctoral candidate’s substantive scientific achievements and
disseminate the dissertation results to the academic and professional community.
They exceed the minimum national requirements for the acquisition of the
Doctoral Degree (PhD), with candidate Kirilov having accumulated a total of 45
points.

6. Evaluation of the Abstract

The abstract is 63 pages in length and consists of computer-typed text in Bulgarian
and English. It is structured into six sections including a general overview of the
dissertation, its structure and content, a synthesized presentation, a summary of
scientific contributions, a list of the author’s publications, and a declaration of
authorship. The abstract fully reflects the structure, content and main results of the
dissertation.

7. Critical Remarks, Recommendations and Questions

In the context of the digital transformation of contemporary society, | would like to
address the following question to the doctoral candidate: How does the
digitalization of tourism services change the way accessible tourism is perceived
and ensured, and what new challenges arise in relation to “digital accessibility”?

8. Conclusion

The completed dissertation represents a coherent and comprehensive study.
Doctoral candidate Vihren Kirilov demonstrates the ability to conduct independent
scientific research, to formulate well-argued scientific conclusions and to develop
an integrated theoretical-empirical model in the researched field, which confirms
his profile as a promising researcher. The dissertation quality, the achieved
results and the formulated scientific and applied contributions provide sufficient
grounds to give an explicit positive evaluation and to support the awarding of
the educational and scientific degree of doctor to Vihren Stanimirov Kirilov in
the scientific specialty of Economics and Management (Tourism), professional
field 3.8 Economics, within the higher education area 3. Social, Economic and
Legal Sciences.

27.04.2026 Signature: ............
Blagoevgrad



