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YHHUBEpPCHUTET 32 HALMOHAIHO U CBETOBHO CcTONMAHCTBO — Codust
[Ipodecuonanno nanpasienue 3.8. ,,JIkoHomuka“

Hayuna cneunannoct ,,JikoHoMuKa 1 ynpapieHue (ynpaBieHUE HAa TPOEKTU B Typu3Ma)

OTHOCHO: AuCepTAallMOHEH TPy 3a MPUCHXKIAHE Ha oOpa3oBaTelHa M Hay4yHa CTEIEH
»1OKTOP“ 10 TpOodEeCHOHATHO HaIpaBicHHe ,KOHOMHKA®, HaydyHa CIHCIUATHOCT

»Axonomuka u ynpasjienue (Typusbsm)*“ B YHCC — Codus.

OcHoBaHMe 3a IpEJCTaBSHE Ha PELEH3UATA: ydacTHe B ChCTaBa Ha HAY4YHOTO XypH IO
3alMTa Ha JUCEePTAlMOHHUS TPy cbriaacHo 3amosen Ne 616 /27.02.2026 r. Ha 3aMEeCTHUK -

pekTopa 1o HayuHouscienosarencka aeiinoct Ha YHCC.

ABTOp Ha AucepTaMoHHus Tpya:  Buxpen Ctanumupos Kupuiios

Tema Ha aucepTaLMOHHUSA TPYA: »/10CTBIIEH TYpU3BM”

1. Nndopmanus 3a nucepranra

JlucepTaHThT ce € o0ydaBal MO JIOKTOpPCKa Mporpama KbM Katenpa ,,JIkoHoMHuKa Ha
Typusma“ npu Qaxynrer ,,lkoHomuka Ha uH@ppactpykrypata“ Ha YHCC mno HayyHa
cnienuanHocT ,,Jikonomuka u ynpasienue (Typusbm)®, ceriacHo 3amosen 720 ot 12.03.2021
r. Ha Pexkropa Ha YHCC. OOyueHnero mbpBOHAYaJIHO C€ OCHIIECTBABA B pPeOBHA (opMa B
nepuoga ot 02.03.2021 r. 1o 02.03.2024 r., a B nocnexnctsue € yabyokeHo 10 23.02.2026 r.

JlokTopaHThT uMa OoraT mnpodecHuoHaleH ONHT, KakTo B cdepara Ha



XOTEJIMEPCTBOTO, Taka M BbB (PUMHAHCUTE M YNPABICHUETO HA EBPONEHCKH IPOEKTH.
CpuiecTBeH NPUHOC 3a €KCIepTH3aTa My MMa MO3uLuATa My Ha M3IbIHHUTENEH OUPEKTOP
npu ynpasieHuero Ha npoekth kbM MPPB, MOH, MuHnucrepctBo Ha crnopra U

MuHucTepcTBO Ha TypusMa. Bnanee aHIIIMICKY U PYCKU €3HK.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepUCTHKA HA NMPeACTABEHUS JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHusT nUCEpTAlIMOHEH TPYA Ha Tema: ,,JlocThbIeH Typu3bM* e B 00111 00eM
or 204 crpanuuu. Cbhcton ce oT yBon (8 crp.), msnoxenue B Tpu riasu (174 crp.),
3akioyeHue (2 crp.), npuioxeHus (7 cTp.) U CHOMCBK Ha HM3II0J3BaHaTa JurTeparypa. B
OCHOBHHMS TEKCT ca WiItocTpupanu 5 ¢urypu u 12 tabmumu. COMChKBT Ha JIUTEpAaTypHUTE
M3TOYHUIIY € ChCTaBeH OT 164 3arnaBus, 59 oT kouto Ha kupwinua, 90 Ha natuHuna u 15 or
Wutepner. CTpykTypara Ha JUCEpTAllMOHHHMSA TPYJ C€ XapakTepusupa ¢ 1o0pa
[I0CJIeIOBATEIHOCT U JIOTUYHOCT B M3JI0keHHeTo. Hannuen e no6bp OanaHc B obema Ha
TpUTE TJaBH, KAKTO U MEXIY OTACITHUTE naparpadu.

M360pbT HA KOHKpETHATAa TeMa W MHIUBUAyAJHUTE MOTHBH 3a pazpaboTkara Ha
IMCEePTAlMOHHUS TPYA ca 1o0pe obocHoBaHN. HechbMHEHO, TeMaTa € aKTyaJlHa U 3HaYuMa,
Thl KaTo HaJIXBbpJii PaMKHUTE Ha COLMAJIHATAa OTIOBOPHOCT M C€ IPEBpbLIa B KIIOYOB
UKOHOMHYECKH (AKTOp 3a YyCTOMUMBOTO pa3BUTHE Ha JecTHHauuTre. OO0eKThT H
NnpeaMeThT Ha U3CIIEBAHETO ca KOPEKTHO NeduHupanu. O0eKT Ha HAyYHOTO U3CJIE/IBaHE €
JOCTBIIHUAT TYPU3bM KaTO COLMAIIHO-UKOHOMUYECKH U KYATypeH (heHOMEH. 3a mpeaMeT Ha
U3CJIEIBAHETO € Bh3IpHeTa CUCTeMara OT KPUTEPUH, HHAMKATOPU M M3MEPUTENH 32 OLIEHKa
Ha apXUTEKTypHaTa, TpaHCIOpTHAaTa, MH()OpMaIlMOHHATa, KOMyHUKALlMOHHATa ¥ CEpPBHU3HATA
JOCTBIIHOCT Ha TypucTudeckara cpefa B bbarapus. B pamkute Ha AucepTalioHHUS TPYI,
ype3 JeTalllin3upaHo TEOPETUKO-METOAO0JIOTHYECKO M MPAKTUKO-NIPUIIOKHO H3CIIEBAHE €
[IOCTUTHATa WeJITa Ha JHUcepTalusATa, KOSTO € HacouyeHa KbM H3rpaxJaHe Ha HayyHO
00OCHOBAaH U MPAKTHYECKH MPHIOKUM HHCTPYMEHTAPHUYM 32 OIIEHKAa Ha JOCTBIIHOCTTa B
Typu3Ma, TOCPEICTBOM HHTErpanusi Ha HOpPMAaTHBHATa paMmKa, I00pUTe NPAKTHUKUA U
eMIOUPUYHUTE JAaHHU OT TMOTPeOUTEeNM M JOCTaBUMLM. 3a IIOCTMTaHETO Ha IIeNTa,
JOKTOPAaHTHT Ae(PUHUPA YETHPH M3CJIeI0BATEJICKH 3aa4U, KOUTO TOCTHra B OTICITHHUTE
IJIaBU Ha TPEACTAaBEHHUs] JOKTOPAHTCKH TpyA. B aucepranumoHHus Tpya € ¢dopmyiupaHa
Te3ara, 4e ,e()EeKTUBHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha JOCTBHIHMS Typu3bM B bbiarapus wusucksa

CUCTCMATHUYCH, UHTCTPUPAH U CTAHAAPTHU3HUPAH IMMOAXOJ] 3a OICHKA Ha JOCTBIIHOCTTA, KOKTO



na 00eIMHABa HOPMATUBHUTE U3UCKBAHUS, TOOPUTE MEXAYHAPOAHH MPAKTUKU U EMITUPUYHO
YCTaHOBEHUTE MOTpeOHOCTM Ha Typuctute.” @OopmyiaupaHata Te3a ce JIOKa3Ba B
U3JI0’KEHUETO Ha TPYJa 4pe3 NMPoBEpKaTa Ha MET XUIOTe3U. 3a pealu3uPaHeTo Ha LIEJIUTE Ha
pa3zpaboTKaTa € HW3MOI3BaH METOAMYECKH HHCTPYMEHTAPUYM, BKJIIOYBAI IPHJIATAHETO
METOJIUTE HA TEOPETHYHHUS U CPABHUTEIIHUS aHAIN3, KAYECTBEHH M KOJIUYECTBEHH METOMIM.
[TocraBenu ca miectT orpaHu4eHus Mpu pazpadboTBaHeTo Ha TpyAa. CUcTeMaTU3UpaHu ca B
rpyny M3TOYHULNTE HA UH(popMaMoOHHO ocurypsiBane. [logueprana € HayYHATa HOBOCT
U M0JIe3HOCT Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI.

H3nos3Banata JuTepaTypa BKIIOYBA CHBPEMEHHM U aKTyaJlHM 3arjlaBus Ha
KUpWINIIA, JIATUHUIIA W MHTEPHET W3TOYHMIMU. Ts mojmoMara 3aJbJ00YeHuss KPUTHYEH
aHaJIM3 Ha M3CJIe/[BaHaTa MPOOJIEMaTHKa, U3SCHSIBAHETO HA TEPMHHOJIOTHYHUTE YTOYHCHUS H
NMOHATUWHUS amapar. B 1pinata HayuyHa pa3paboTka JIUTEpaTypHUTE HW3TOYHUIM ca
U3MOJI3BaHU JOOPOCHBECTHO UM KOPEKTHO OT JIOKTOpPaHTa, KOETO MO3BOJSBA Ja C€ OTKPOU

JIUYHUA MY IPHHOC.

3. OuneHka HA MOJTyYeHUTe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-NIPUIIOKHU Pe3yJITaTu

ChbabppxkaHHeTO Ha TpyZJa JaBa OCHOBAHHE Ja C€ IOCOYH, Y€ CTPYKTypara, BbpPXY
KOSITO TOM € M3rpajieH, MO3BOJIABA JIa Ce MPUIIOKHU MOCIIe0BATENeH U JIOTHYECKH 000CHOBaH
U3CIEe0BATEICKU MOAX0A. B KOMIO3MIIMOHHO OTHOIIEHME, BCSKAa €AHAa OT YacTUTE Ha
JUCepTalusaTa € HalbJHO 3aBbpPIIEHA M CAMOCTOSATEJHA, KOETO JaBa Bb3MOXKHOCT Ja Ce
IpoClieIn IIOCTHATa IMpobsieMaThka Ha u3cieaBaHeTo. llodmydyeHnTe HayyHO-IPUIIOKHU
pe3yaTaTu B IUCEPTALIMOHHMS TPYJ C€ ChABPKAT B yBOJA U TPUTE IJIaBU Ha pa3paboTKaTta.

> IIspea rnaBa Ha  JAuMCEpTAllMOHHUSA  TpPyAd €  IIOCBETEHa  Ha
KOHLENTyaJau3auusaTa Ha JOCTHIIHUS TYPU3bM KaTO MHCTPYMEHT 3a COLMAIHO BKIIOYBAHE U
OCUTYpsIBaHE Ha PAaBHOIIOCTABEHOCT MpPH MI'bTYBAHUATA. AHAIU3UPAH € HIMPOKHUAT 00XBaT OT
NoTpeOUTENH, BKIIOYUTEIHO JIMIA C YBPEXKIaHUsS, Bb3PAaCTHU XOpa M CEMEHCTBa ¢ Jela, 3a
KOUTO JOCThIIHaTa cpena € KputuueH @axtop. TpynsT mnpociensBa eBOJOLUATA Ha
MOHATHETO Mpe3 MpuU3Mara Ha MPaBOTO Ha TYpU3bM 3a BCHUKHM M TOJYEepTaBa pojsTa Ha
YHUBEpPCAIHMS [U3ailH B LAJOCTHaTa TypucTudecka Bepura. CrnenualHO BHHMMAHHE €
OT/IeJICHO Ha IpaBHAaTa peryJanus B rio0alieH, eBpoNelcKy U HallMoHalleH IiaH. B pamkure
Ha IbpBa IJIaBa aBTOPBHT apryMEHTHpa Te3aTa, Y€ JOCTBIIHUAT TYPHU3bM € €IHOBPEMEHHO

C€TUYCH AHTAXKUMCHT U CTPATECTNYCCKU NKOHOMHWYCCKHU JIOCT 34 IMa3apHO pasmIrupsABaHE.



> Bropa riaBa  aHanmu3upa KIIOUOBUTE MPENNOCTaBKU 3a edeKTHBHATa
UHTErpalus Ha JIMLA C YBPEXKIaHUS B TYPUCTHUECKHs CeKTOp. JJOCTBIIHOCTTA ce pa3riiex/a
KaTo ompeaessmnl (akTop 3a Ma3apHaTa yCTOWYMBOCT M KOHKYPEHTHHUTE INPEIUMCTBA Ha
CbBpeMEHHUTE JecTUHanuu. OOEKT Ha aHauu3 ca 4YETHUPU OCHOBHU HAIIPABJICHHUS:
¢u3nyeckaTa U TEXHOJOTMYHATA UHPPACTPYKTYpa, TPAHCIOPTHUTE BPB3KU U MPUIIAraHETO
Ha ycnemHu mozenu. GoKychT € BbPXY apXUTEKTypHaTa cpena, yJecHsBaia Gu3nuecKus
JOCTBII, U TUTUTAIHUTE PEIICHUS, KOUTO TapaHTUPAT PaBHONPABEH JOCTHII 10 HHPOpMALIUs
U €JIEKTPOHHHU YCIIYTH.

> [IpakTHueckara MPUIOKUMOCT Ha Pa3rieaHUTE TEOPETUYHU MOCTAHOBKU B
I'bPBa U BTOpA IjlaBa ca WIIOCTPUPAHHU B TPeTa IjiaBa Ha JUCepTallMOHHUA TpyA. B Hes ce
Ipe/icTaBs MpaKTUYecKaTa 4acT Ha M3CJIEIBAaHETO, Oa3supaHa HAa E€MIMPUYEH aHalu3 Ha
OCHOBHUTE KOMIIOHEHTH Ha JOCTBIIHOCTTA, AepuHUpaHu no-paHo. OOEKT Ha OlLIEHsABaHE ca
KJIFOUOBH aCIEKTH KaTO apXUTEKTypHATa, TPAHCIOPTHATA, TUTHUTAIHATA U UKOHOMUYecKaTa
cpelna, KakTo M KayecTBOTO Ha OOCHyKBaHE OT CTpaHa Ha mepcoHana. TeopeTHyHHUTE
IIOCTAaHOBKM OT BTOpa IJlaBa ca U3IMOJ3BAaHU Karo OCHOBa 3a CTPYKTypUpaHE Ha
u3cieaoBareckaTa METO10JI0T M U HHCTPYMEHTapuyMa, PUJIOKEH! B TO3U €Tall Ha Tpy/a.

I'opensnoxeHoTo B HACTOAIIaTa TOYKA OT PEICH3UATa MU MO3BOJISIBA C YOEACHOCT Aa
TBBPAS, Y€ XHUIOTe3uTe, POpMYITUPaHU B YBOJA Ha AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJH, Ca HAIM'BJIHO
IIOCTUTHATH U JI0Ka3aHU. Pe3ynTtature oT mpeicTaBeHMs] AMCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYZ JOKa3BaT

dbopmynupaHata Tesa.

4. OneHka HA HAYYHUTE M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHM IIPHHOCH
ITo mamre MHCHHUEC, B AUCECpTalUATa CE€ OTKpPOABAT CICIHUTEC 5 HaydYHHW W HAy4YHO-
IIPWIOKHU IIPUHOCH:
» KonuenryanHo Haarpaxnane: TeopeTHYHUAT MOJEN Ha JOCTBIIHUS TYPU3IBM
e oborareH upe3 OOeIUHSIBAaHE Ha YHHBEpPCAJTHHUS AM3aliH C JUTHTalHATa
JIOCTBIIHOCT. ToBa MO3BOJIIBA JOCTBIIHOCTTA Jia CE€ pasliiexkJa He Karo
OT/IEJICH €JIEMEHT, a KaTo ISUIOCTHA CUCTEMHA XapaKTepUCTHUKA Ha cpelaTa.
» Mertononoruyecku mpuHoc: M3non3BaH € cMeceH M3CIIeI0BAaTeNICKU JH3aliH,
KOMNTO 4pe3 TpUaHTyJIalus Ha JaHHH (KOJIMYECTBEHU M Ka4eCTBEHH) pa3KpHBa
KPUTHYHUTE pasMHUHABAHUA MCKAY OYaKBAaHUATA Ha HOTpe6I/ITeJ'II/ITe n

peasiHuTe OU3HEC MPAKTUKU.



» TlpwioxxHo-ynpaBieHcku npuHoc: [lepuHuUpaHu ca cTpaTteruu 3a Ch3JaBaHe
Ha MpuoOIIaBaIlld MPOAYKTH, OazupaHu Ha AUTUTAIM3ALMS U CHEeHU(UIHO
Ma3apHO CErMEHTHpaHe, ¢ IIeNl MOAO0OpsSBaHE Ha TNa3apHUTE MO3UIHMU Ha
JIECTUHAIIUUTE.

» Mopenupane Ha nporiecute: [IpeiokeH € KOMILIEKCEH MOJIEIN Ha ,,Bepurara
Ha JOCTBIIHOCTTA®, MHTErpupan] UHGPACTPYKTypa U TEXHOJOTHH, KONTO
CIIYXKH 3a IPAKTUYECKU OJAUT M CTPATETUUYECKO IJIAaHUPAHE HA TYPUCTUUYECKU

YCIIyTH.

5. Ouenka Ha ny0/JIUKAIMUTE MO JUCEPTALUATA

Buxpen Kupunos e mnpeacraBuin 5 mnyOnMkaiuu, CBbp3aHW € TeMaTHKaTa Ha
JTUCepTAallMOHHUA Tpyld. Bcuukn HaydyHu TpyJaoBe ca MOyOJMKYBaHM B aBTOPUTETHU
HAllMOHAJIHU U3JAaHUS U OTpa3sBaT IOCTUTHATUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHM PE3YJITATH OT
nucepranta. Te Joka3BaT, uye € HaIMLE 3aJbJ00YEHO H3CIIeABaHE Ha IpodsieMuTe,

TpETHUpally CbCTOAHUCTO U Bb3MOXKXHOCTUTEC 3a pa3BUTHUCTO HA CcBaTOCHUSA TYPU3IDBM.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTOpedepara

[IpencraBenusT aBropedepaT Ha OBITAPCKHU M AaHTTUNCKU €3HK € B 001 00eM oT 121
CTpaHUIIN. B mero ca Pa3KpUTU Hal-3HA4YMMUTE MOMEHTH OT AUCCPTATIUOHHUA TPYyA, KOUTO
oTpa3aBaT ChAbpKaHHeTo My. [locoueHNTe HaydyHU MPUHOCH ca KOPEKTHO (OpMYJIMpaHH.
ABTopedepaTbT ynecHsIBA YETEHETO U JIECHOTO BB3MPHUEMaHE Ha ChIbPKAHUETO Ha
nucepraioHHuss  Tpyna. llpencraBeHara oTnenHo — AeKiapanuss 3a  OPUTHHAIHOCT
IMOTBBpPXKJAaBa, Y€ JuUcCCpTanuAaATa € H30AJT0 aBTOPCKHM IMPOAYKT MW UYC IIPpU HEWHOTO

pa3paboTBaHe HE ca HApYyIIEHNU aBTOPCKUTE IIPpaBa Ha UyXIU MyOJuKaluu 1 pa3paboTKH.

7. Kputn4yHm 6ejie:KKH, NPenopbKH H BLIIPOCH
OTuuTalkn JOCTOMHCTBATa HA NPEACTABEHUS JAMCEPTAllMOHEH TpPyZd, HiIMaMm
CHILIECTBEHU KPUTUYHU Oenexkku KbM JokTopaHT Buxpen CranumupoB Kupuios. C uen
JOCTOHA 3aluTa, OUX MCKaja Jja MOCTaBs CIECIHUTE BBIIPOCH:
1. B nucepTauMOHHUS TpyX Pas3riexIaTe TOCTBIIHUSA TYpU3bM KaTO COLIMAIHA
OTTOBOPHOCT, HO KakBM ca Bamure W3BOAM OTHOCHO HEroBaTa MKOHOMHYECKA

1enecb00pa3HoOCT 3a yacTHHUS cekTop? Moxkere JM J1a apryMeHTHpaTe Kak



HaIpaBEHUTE MHBECTHIIMM B JOCTBITHA Cpelia Ce BB3BPBIIAT B JBITOCPOUYCH
IUTAaH U KaKbB € MOTCHIMAIBT Ha TO3M IMa3apeH CErMEHT 3a IMOBHIIABAaHE HA
o01aTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha TYPUCTUYECKATa IECTHHAIUSA ?

2. IlpeaBuj AMHAMUYHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA TEXHOJIOTHUHTE, JOKOJIKO MPEIJIOKCHUSIT
or Bac Mmopnen 3a momoOpsiBaHe Ha JOCTBITHOCTTA BKIIIOYBA CHBPEMEHHH
JMTUTAITHA PEIICHHs (KaTo aCUCTHPAIIU TEXHOJIOTUH, MOOMIIHU TPHIIOKEHHS
w VR unctpymentn)? KakBu ca OCHOBHHTE OapuepH, KOUTO OUxa MOTJIH Ja
BB3NPEISITCTBAT MPAKTUUECKOTO BHEJApsiIBAHE Ha Bammre mnpenopbku B

peajiHaTa TypucTHYecKa cpena’?

8. 3akuiouenne

PazpaborenusT nucepranronex Tpya ot Buxpen CranumupoB KupuiioB otrosaps mo
ChIbpKaHUE, 00eM U CTPYKTypa Ha M3MCKBaHUATA 3a NpHUA0OMBaHE Ha oOpa3oBaTelHa U
Hay4Ha CTEIIEH ,,JOKTOP, pEIVIAMEHTUPAaHH B 3aKOHA 33 pa3BUTHE HA aKaJEMUYHHs CbCTaB B
Peny6muka bearapuss m [lpaBuimHuKa 3a HEroBOoTO mNpuiiokeHHe. [laBaM MOJIOXKHUTETHA
OLIEHKA 3a JUCEpTAllMOHHHS TPy, aBTopedepara M mpencTaBeHHTE MTyOIMKAaNWK Ha
nucepranTa. CyuraM, 4e IOCTUTHATUTE PE3yJITaTH MMaT XapaKTep Ha HAay4YHO-IPUIIOKHU
IIPUHOCH 3a Pa3BUTUETO Ha JOCTBHIIHKA Typu3bM. lIpenopbuBam Ha YBaxkaeMHUTE 4ICHOBE HA
Hay4yHOTO >KypH Ja NMPHUCHIAT oOpa3oBaTelHaTa W HayyHa CTeneH ,,JOKTop*“ Ha Buxpen
CranumupoB KupunoB — nokTopaHT B kaTenpa ,,lilkoHomMHKa Ha Typusma‘™ KbM (haKkyiaTeT
,J/IKOHOMHMKa Ha HH(ppacTpykTypaTa“ Npu YHHBEpPCUTETa 3a HAIlMOHAJHO U CBETOBHO

cronanctBo — rp. Codus.

30.04.2026 ., Tlommuc: ...,
Codust (momt. a-p Acs [ManmxepoBa)
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Subject: dissertation for the award of educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in
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Topic of the dissertation work: " Accessible Tourism"
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dissertation work in accordance with Order No. 616 / 27.02.2026 of the Vice-Rector for
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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied in a doctoral program at the Department of
Tourism Economics at the Faculty of Infrastructure Economics of the UNWE in the scientific
specialty "Economics and Management (Tourism)", in accordance with Order 720 of
12.03.2021 of the Rector of the UNWE. The training was initially carried out on a full-time
basis in the period from 02.03.2021 to 02.03.2024 and was subsequently extended to
23.02.2026.



The doctoral candidate has extensive professional experience, both in the field of
hospitality and in finance and management of European projects. His position as Executive
Director in project management at the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works,
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Ministry of Sports and Ministry of Tourism

has made a significant contribution to his expertise. He is fluent in English and Russian.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation work

The submitted dissertation work on the topic: "Accessible Tourism" has a total
volume of 204 pages. It consists of an introduction (8 pages), an exposition in three chapters
(174 pages), a conclusion (2 pages), appendices (7 pages) and a list of references. The main
text contains 5 figures and 12 tables. The list of literary sources consists of 164 titles, 59 of
which are in Cyrillic, 90 in Latin and 15 from the Internet. The structure of the dissertation is
characterized by good consistency and logic in the presentation. There is a good balance in
the volume of the three chapters, as well as between the individual paragraphs.

The choice of the specific topic and the individual motives for the development of the
dissertation are well justified. Undoubtedly, the topic is relevant and significant, as it goes
beyond the framework of social responsibility and becomes a key economic factor for the
sustainable development of destinations. The object and subject of the study are correctly
defined. The object of the scientific research is accessible tourism as a socio-economic and
cultural phenomenon. The subject of the study is the system of criteria, indicators and
measures for assessing the architectural, transport, information, communication and service
accessibility of the tourist environment in Bulgaria. Within the framework of the dissertation,
through detailed theoretical-methodological and practical-applied research, the goal of the
dissertation has been achieved, which is aimed at building a scientifically sound and
practically applicable toolkit for assessing accessibility in tourism, through the integration of
the regulatory framework, good practices and empirical data from users and suppliers. To
achieve the goal, the doctoral student defines four research tasks, which he achieves in the
individual chapters of the presented doctoral thesis. The thesis formulates the thesis that "the
effective development of accessible tourism in Bulgaria requires a systematic, integrated and
standardized approach to assessing accessibility, which would unite regulatory requirements,
good international practices and empirically established needs of tourists." The formulated

thesis is proven in the presentation of the work by testing five hypotheses. To achieve the



goals of the work, a methodological toolkit was used, including the application of the
methods of theoretical and comparative analysis, qualitative and quantitative methods. Six
limitations have been set in the development of the work. The sources of information
provision are systematized in groups. The scientific novelty and usefulness of the dissertation
work is emphasized.

The literature used includes modern and up-to-date titles in Cyrillic, Latin and
Internet sources. It supports the in-depth critical analysis of the research issues, the
clarification of terminological clarifications and the conceptual apparatus. Throughout the
scientific work, the literary sources have been used conscientiously and correctly by the

doctoral student, which allows his personal contribution to be highlighted.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results

The content of the work gives reason to indicate that the structure on which it is built
allows for the application of a consistent and logically justified research approach. In terms
of composition, each of the parts of the dissertation is completely complete and independent,
which makes it possible to trace the overall issues of the study. The obtained scientific-
applied results in the dissertation work are contained in the introduction and three chapters of
the work.

» The first chapter of the dissertation is dedicated to the conceptualization of
accessible tourism as a tool for social inclusion and ensuring equality in
travel. The wide range of users, including persons with disabilities, elderly
people and families with children, for whom an accessible environment is a
critical factor, is analyzed. The work traces the evolution of the concept
through the prism of the right to tourism for all and emphasizes the role of
universal design in the overall tourism chain. Special attention is paid to legal
regulation at the global, European and national levels. Within the first chapter,
the author argues the thesis that accessible tourism is both an ethical
commitment and a strategic economic lever for market expansion.

» The second chapter analyzes the key prerequisites for the effective integration
of persons with disabilities in the tourism sector. Accessibility is considered a
determining factor for the market sustainability and competitive advantages of

modern destinations. The object of analysis are four main areas: physical and



technological infrastructure, transport connections and the implementation of
successful models. The focus is on the architectural environment that
facilitates physical access and digital solutions that guarantee equal access to

information and electronic services.
» The practical applicability of the theoretical propositions considered in the
first and second chapters are illustrated in the third chapter of the dissertation.
It presents the practical part of the study, based on an empirical analysis of the
main components of accessibility, defined earlier. The object of assessment
are key aspects such as the architectural, transport, digital and economic
environment, as well as the quality of service provided by the staff. The
theoretical propositions from the second chapter are used as a basis for
structuring the research methodology and tools applied in this stage of the

work.

The above in this point of the review allows me to confidently assert that the
hypotheses formulated in the introduction of the dissertation are fully achieved and proven.

The results of the presented dissertation prove the formulated thesis.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions
In our opinion, the following 5 scientific and applied scientific contributions stand out
in the dissertation:

» Conceptual upgrade: The theoretical model of accessible tourism is enriched by
combining universal design with digital accessibility. This allows accessibility to be
considered not as a separate element, but as a comprehensive systemic characteristic
of the environment.

» Methodological contribution: A mixed research design was used, which, through
triangulation of data (quantitative and qualitative), reveals the critical discrepancies
between consumer expectations and real business practices.

» Applied and managerial contribution: Strategies for creating inclusive products based
on digitalization and specific market segmentation are defined, in order to improve

the market positions of destinations.
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» Process modeling: A complex model of the “accessibility chain” is proposed,
integrating infrastructure and technologies, which serves for practical audit and

strategic planning of tourism services.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications

Vihren Kirilov has presented 5 publications related to the topic of the dissertation. All
scientific works have been published in authoritative national publications and reflect the
scientific and applied scientific results achieved by the dissertation candidate. They prove
that there is a thorough study of the problems dealing with the state and opportunities for the

development of wedding tourism.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The presented abstract in Bulgarian and English has a total volume of 121 pages. It
reveals the most significant moments of the dissertation, which reflect its content. The
indicated scientific contributions are correctly formulated. The abstract facilitates reading
and easy perception of the content of the dissertation. The separately presented declaration of
originality confirms that the dissertation is a completely author's product and that in its

development the copyrights of other publications and developments have not been violated.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

Considering the merits of the presented dissertation, I have no significant critical
remarks towards doctoral student Vihren Stanimirov Kirilov. For the purpose of a worthy
defense, I would like to pose the following questions:

1. In the dissertation, you consider accessible tourism as a social responsibility, but
what are your conclusions regarding its economic feasibility for the private sector? Can you
argue how the investments made in an accessible environment are repaid in the long term and
what is the potential of this market segment for increasing the overall competitiveness of the
tourist destination?

2. Given the dynamic development of technologies, to what extent does your
proposed model for improving accessibility include modern digital solutions (such as

assistive technologies, mobile applications or VR tools)? What are the main barriers that
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could hinder the practical implementation of your recommendations in the real tourist

environment?

8. Conclusion

The dissertation work developed by Vihren Stanimirov Kirilov meets the content,
volume and structure of the requirements for acquiring the educational and scientific degree
"doctor", regulated in the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation. I give a positive assessment of the
dissertation work, the abstract and the presented publications of the dissertation candidate. I
believe that the achieved results are in the nature of scientific and applied contributions to the
development of accessible tourism. I recommend to the Honorable members of the scientific
jury to award the educational and scientific degree "doctor" to Vihren Stanimirov Kirilov -
doctoral student in the Department of "Economics of Tourism" at the Faculty of "Economics

of Infrastructure" at the University of National and World Economy - Sofia.

30.04.2026 Signature: ...l

Sofia (Associate Professor Dr. Asya Pandzherova)
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