YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

PEONEH3UA

Om: ooy. 0-p Xpucmuna Cmeghanosa Xapuzanosa-bapmoc, Ynusepcumem 3a HAYUOHAIHO U
ceemosHo cmonanwcmeo, busnec gakynmem, kamedpa , HkoHomuxa Ha npupooHume
pecypcu“, Hayuna cneyuannocm ,, Mkonomuka u ynpaeénenue .

OmHuocHo: ducepmayuoner mpyo 3a NpUCvI*COaHe Ha 0OpaA30eamenHama U HaAy4yHa cmeneH
,00kmop*“ no npogecuonarno Hanpasienue 3.8. Hxonomuka, 0okmopcka npocpama
,, Mkonomuxa u ynpasnenue (Aepobusmnec) .

Ocnosanue 3a npedcmaesane HA peyeH3uama. yuyacmue 8 cbCmasa HA HAYYHOMO HCYpU NO
sawuma Ha oucepmayuonHus mpyo cwveracHo 3anosed Ne 1143/28.04.2026 o. na
3amecmuuk-pekmopa no nHayunousciedosamenckama oeunocm Ha YHCC.

Aemop na oucepmayuonnus mpyo. Cunsus Ilempoea Tomosa-3axapuesa

Tema na oucepmayuonuuss mpyo: ,, Oyenka Ha KOHKYPEHMOCHOCOOHOCMMA HA CelcKume
pationu 6 bvaeapus

1. NUndopmanus 3a q1ucepTanTa

Cunsusa IlerpoBa TomoBa-3axapueBa ce e oOyuaBajga IO JOKTOpCKa Iporpama
,JIKoHOMHKa ¥ ymnpaBieHue (ArpoOusHec) KbM KaTenpa ,,/IKOHOMHKa Ha TPUPOIHUTE
pecypcu‘ pu busnec (akynTrer Ha YHHBEpCUTETa 3a HAIMOHAIHO U CBETOBHO CTOIAHCTBO
ceriacHo 3amoen Ne 1316/30.04.2025 r. nHa Pextopa nma YHCC. OOGyuenuero e B
camocTosTenHa ¢popMma cpelry 3amianiane ¢ nepuoa ot 22.04.2025 r. mo 22.04.2030 r.

CunBus IlerpoBa TomoBa-3axapueBa € MarucTbp MO0 UKOHOMHUKA C MPOPECHOHATHU
UHTepeCM B  oOjacTTa Ha  PETHOHAIHOTO  pa3BUTHE, CEJICKUTEe  pailloHn u
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha TepuTopHaiHuTe cucteMu. [Ipodecnonannara i peanuzanus e
CBbp3aHa C JIEHHOCTH B c(epara Ha CUETOBOJICTBOTO, aAMUHUCTPATUBHOTO OOCIYyXBaHE M
OM3HEC TMpakTUKaTa, KOETO Cb3/JaBa Jo0pa OCHOBAa 3a MPAKTHUYECKO OCMHUCISHE Ha
MKOHOMMUYECKUTE IIPOLECH U PETHOHAIHOTO PAa3BUTHE.

Ot mpencraBeHata aBToOuorpadusi ce ycTaHOBsBA, Y€ JOKTOpPAHTKATa IMPUTEkKaBa
npodecroHalleH ONMUT M3BBH akajeMuyHara cepa, KOHTO JompuHacs 3a GOpMHpaHETO Ha
MPUJIO’KHATA HACOYEHOCT Ha MPOBEIEHOTO HAYYHO U3CIIE/ABAHE.

B xona Ha 00y4eHHeTO cH JOKTOpaHTKaTa € U3MbJIHWIA NPEeIBUICHUTE JEMHOCTH 110
MHAUBUAYaIHUs ydyeOeH muiaH. Pa3zpa®oTeH e JqucepTalMoHEH TpyJ MO YTBBpJAEHATa Tema
,,OIIeHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHu B bbiarapus“, moarorseHu ca
HayyHU NyOJMKalUu 1O TeMaTa Ha M3CJIEJBAHETO M Ca WU3MBJIHEHM M3UCKBAaHUATA 3a
JIOTTyCKaHe 10 MyOIMyHa 3aIuTa ChIIacHo JelicTBalaTa HOpMaTUBHA ypea0a U BbTPEITHUTE
npasuia Ha YHCC.

2. O01ma xapakTepuCTUKA HA NPeICTABEHUS TUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/

[IpencraBeHUsAT 3a peLEH3UpaHE IUCEPTALlMOHEH TpyJd Ha Tema ,,OneHKa Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKUTE paiioHu B bwarapusa™ e paspaboren B obem ot 139
CTpaHUIlM. B CTPYKTYpHO OTHOIIEHWE TPYABT BKIIOYBA YBOJ, TPU TJIaBH, 3aKIIOUYCHHE U



CIMCHK Ha M3MOJI3BaHATA JIMTepaTypa. B u3noxkenuero ca Bkitouenu 24 tadiauiy, 11 ¢urypu
u 7 KapTH, KOUTO JOIPHHACAT 3a M0-I100pOTO OHArJeAsBaHE HAa M3BBPIICHUTE AHATU3U U
noJlyueHuTe pesynrtatd. M3mon3Banata Jsurepatypa oOxBama 158  Obirapcku  u
YyXXJECTpaHHU  JIMTEPaTypHU  W3TOYHMKA,  BKIIOYUTEIIHO  HAyyHd  IyOJuKaluwy,
CTpaTernyecku JOKYMEHTH, HOPMATUBHU aKTOBE M O()ULIMATHHU CTATUCTHYECKU U3TOUHHULIH.

CrpykTypaTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYyJ € JIOTMYECKU M3Abp)KaHAa U CbOTBETCTBA Ha
[IOCTaBEHATa 11eJ1, 3aJ1a4i U u3ciieoBaTencka re3a. [locneaoBareiHOCTTa MEXAy OTAEITHUTE
IJIaBU OCUTYpsBa HEOOXOAMMAaTa Bpb3Ka MEXAYy TEOPETHYHATa paMKa, METOOJIOTUYHUS
MOAXOJl M TPAKTHMUECKOTO TMPUIOKEHHE Ha pa3paboTeHHss MoOJen 3a OLEHKa Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE PaiOHH.

TemaTa Ha nUCEpTalMOHHUA TPYJ € aKTyajlHa U 3HaYMMa KaKTO OT Hay4yHa, Taka U OT
IpaKkTU4ecka rienHa Touka. IIpe3 mnocinenHuTe TOAWMHM BBIPOCUTE, CBBP3aHU C
PErHOHAIIHOTO PAa3BUTHE, KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha TEPUTOPUAIHUTE CHCTEMU U
YCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE PAiOHU, 3a€MaT BCE MO-BaYKHO MSICTO KAKTO B HAYYHUTE
W3CIIE/IBAHMS, TaKa W B EBPONEHCKUTE W HAMOHAIHWUTE NOJUTUKU. B ycioBusta Ha
3abpJI00YaBANIM CE PETMOHAIHM Ppa3inyus, aeMorpad)cku TucOamaHcd M HWKOHOMHYECKA
MOJIAPU3alUs U3CIIEIBAHETO HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE PailoHU UMa 0COOEHO
3Ha4YeHHE 3a pa3paboTBaHETO Ha €()EKTUBHU MOJUTUKU 33 TEPUTOPUAIHO pa3BUTHE. B TO3M
cmuchbll pa3paborkata Ha CunBus TomoBa-3axapueBa € HaBpeMEHHAa U OOIECTBEHO
3HaYMMa.

Ilenta Ha u3cnenBaHeTo € sCHO (opMylMpaHa U € HAacoueHa KbM pa3paboTBaHE U
NPUJIOKEHWE Ha METOJOJIOTHS 3a MPOYYBAaHE M OIEHKAa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
celICKUTe pailoHu B bbirapus upe3 uaeHTHUIUpAaHE HA KIOYOBUTE (PAKTOPHU 3a TAXHOTO
pazButue. PopMyJIUpaHNUTE U3CIEI0BATENICKH 3a/1a4U Ca JJOTUYECKH CBBbP3aHU C IOCTaBEHATa
el U OCUTypsiBAaT HeoOXoaumaTa MOCIEAOBATEIHOCT IMPU peaiu3upaHe Ha HAYYHOTO
n3cneaane. OOEKTHT U MPEAMETHT Ha U3CIEABAHETO Ca KOPEKTHO AEPUHUPAHU U HAI'BIIHO
CbOTBETCTBAT Ha CBHIBPKAHUETO Ha pa3padorkata. DopmynupaHata Te3a, 4Ue
CHILIECTBYBAILIUTE METOAOJIOTHH 3a OLIEHKA Ha perMOHAJIHATa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT MOrar
na ObJaT aganTUpaHHd M TPUIOKEHM KbM OIEHKaTa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
CeJICKUTE paiioHu B bwarapus, e apryMeHTHpaHa U MOCJIEI0BATEeHO 3alllUTE€Ha B XOJa Ha
U3JI0)KEHUETO.

B nmwpBa r1maBa ,,TeopeTMKO-METONONOTMYHM OCHOBHM 3a aHaJIUM3 M OLEHKa Ha
peruoHajHaTta KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCT nokTopaHTkara Cunsus TomoBa-3axapueBa
pa3paboTBa TeopeTHYHaTa paMmkKa Ha wuscienaBanero. B moxapasmen 1.1 ,,CeurHoct Ha
peruoHaiHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT® aBTOPBT aHAJIM3UPa OCHOBHUTE HAYYHU MOCTAHOBKU
OTHOCHO CBIMHOCTTa M (AKTOpPUTE HA pPEruoHajIHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCT, KaTo
Mpociie/iiBa Pa3BUTHETO Ha KOHIENIMATAa B HayyHaTa JjurTeparypa. B mnompazmen 1.2
,,OIIEHKa Ha perHOoHaIHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT® JOKTOpPaHTKaTa pasriek/ia pa3inuHuTe
MOJIXOAM M MOJEIM 32 H3MEpPBaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha PETMOHUTE, KaTo
W3BBPIIBA CPABHUTEJIEH aHAIN3 HA W3MOJI3BaHUTE B MEKIYHapoJaHATa MPAKTUKA METOJUKH.
OcobeHo BakHO MsCTO 3aema mojpaszen 1.3 ,Mojen 3a olleHKa KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTa
Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHn B bwarapus u edexTu OT crenuanusanusata uMm, B koto CunBus
TomoBa-3axapueBa aprymeHTHpa H300pa Ha METOJIOJIOTHYEH TMOAXOA U pa3paboTBa
KOHIENTyaJeH MOJEN 3a OleHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKUTE pPalioHH B
bbarapus, mocTaBsfKM aklUEHT BbPXY BIUSHUETO HAa HMKOHOMHUYECKATAa CHEIHaTN3alus
BBPXY PErHOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE.



BvB BTOpa rmaBa ,,Cenckure paiionn B bbeirapus — nepuHuums u pasButue’
JOKTOpaHTKaTa HACOYBAa BHUMAHHMETO CH KbM IMPOCTPAHCTBEHHS 00XBAT Ha U3CieBaHETO. B
noapazaen 2.1 ,,Cencku paiion — pazoupane u 1eUHUIMN aBTOPHT aHAIM3UPA PA3TUIHHUTE
NOJIXOAM 3a JNepUHHMpPAHE HA CEJCKUTE PAalOHM M M3BEXKJIAa OCHOBHUTE OCOOCHOCTH Ha
MOHATHETO B Hay4yHaTa JUTepaTypa U eBpomeiickaTta mnpakThka. B moapasznmen 2.2
,2Merononorust Ha EBpoctar u Ha OUCP 3a nedunupane na cenckute paiionn. [Ipunarane
Ha pedununuara Ha OHWMCP B boearapus“ CunBus TomoBa-3axapueBa HU3BBpIIBA
CPaBHMUTEJEH aHaIM3 MeXAy Merogojoruute Ha EBpocrar u OpraHuzanusra 3a
MKOHOMHYECKO ChTpyaHudecTBo U pazsutue (OUCP), cien KoeTo apryMeHTHpaHo u30upa u
npuiara Mmeronosiorusta Ha OVMCP 3a knacudunupane Ha celckute paiioHu B beiarapust Ha
nuBo NUTS 3. B nmoapasnen 2.3 ,,XapakTepucTuka U 0OCOOCHOCTH Ha Pa3BUTHE Ha CEJICKHUTE
paiionu B bbarapus, onpezaenenu no meroponorusara Ha OMCP* nokropanTkara U3BbHpILIBa
nopoOeH aHallu3 Ha JeMOorpadCcKUTe, COLMATHUTE U UKOHOMUYECKUTE XapaKTePUCTUKU Ha
CEJICKUTE pallOHM, KaTo pasrjexjaa IpoLecuTe Ha 00e3/iosgBaHe, 3acTapsiBaHe Ha
HACEJICHUETO, CTPYKTYypaTa Ha MKOHOMHUYECKHUTE JIEHHOCTU U OCOOEHOCTUTE B PA3BUTHUETO HA
OTIEITHUTE 00JIACTH.

Tpera rnaBa ,,Pe3ynratu u oreHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE PalloHU
B bbiirapus‘ npezicrapiisiBa ChIIMHCKATA U3CIIEAOBATEICKA YACT HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA U
ChIIbpKa OCHOBHUTE HAyYyHH U HAyYHO-IPUJIOXKHU pesynratd. B mompasgen 3.1
,ONpeaensHe creuranu3alnusiTra Ha CeJNCcKUTe palloHn B bbarapus upe3 HMHIEKC Ha
nokanuzanus CunBus TomoBa-3axapueBa aHanu3upa UKOHOMUYECKATa Cleluain3anus Ha
OTJIEIIHUTE CEJICKU PalilOHM Ype3 M3IMOJI3BAaHETO HA MHAEKC Ha JioKanu3auus. B noxpaznen 3.2
,OIIeHKa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CeJCKUTE paiioHu B bbarapus upe3 UHACKC Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT® ~ JIOKTOpaHTKaTa  Ipuwiara  pa3pabOTEeHuss  MHACGKC  Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT M U3BBPIIBA CPABHUTEJIHA OIICHKA MEXIY OTIEIHHUTE CEJICKH
paitonu B bearapus. B nonpaznen 3.3 ,,AHanu3 Ha pe3yJiTaTUTe OT KOMIUIEKCHATa OIIEHKa Ha
CHelHann3aluaTa 1 KOHKypEeHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CENCKUTe paiionn B bbiarapus™ aBTOpbHT
aHaJIM3Mpa B3alMOBpb3KaTa MEXy MKOHOMMYECKaTa creruaIn3anus u
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha oTnenHute obnactu. B moapasnen 3.4 ,Ilpodun u aunamuka
Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa B M MEX]y CeJICKUTe pailoHH Ha bbiarapus — cpaBHUTENEH
aHanu3* CunBusi TomoBa-3axapueBa W3BBPIIBA CPAaBHUTEICH aHAU3 Ha JMHAMUKATA H
pa3nuuuaTa B KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA MEXKy OTJCIHUTE CEICKU paiioHu. IMEHHO B Ta3u
TrJlaBa c€ KOHIICHTPUPAT OCHOBHUTE HAYYHH PE3yJITaTH M MPUHOCUTE Ha pazpaboTkaTa.

W3non3BanaTta jauTepaTypa MoKa3Ba MHOTO J0Opa OCBEJOMEHOCT Ha JIOKTOpaHTKAaTa
Mo pasriexaaHarta npodbiemaruka. [IpoyueHu ca KakTo KIACMYECKH, Taka U ChBPEMEHHH
Hay4yHU pa3padOTKH B 00JacTTa Ha pervoHalHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCT, PErHOHAIHOTO
pazButue u cenckute paiionu. CunBus TomoBa-3axapueBa M3MOJI3Ba TPYAOBE HA BOJCHIN
YyXJAECTpaHHU U OBJrapCKH aBTOPH, KAKTO M CTPATETMYECKU JOKYMEHTH, JOKIAAM Ha
MEXIYHAPOAHH OpraHU3alMu ¥ O(UIMATHU CTATUCTHYECKH HM3TOYHHIM. JIUTepaTypHUST
0030p AeMOHCTpHpa MT0OpO MO3HABAaHE HA HAYYHUTE JOCTIKECHUS IO TeMaTa U OCHTYpsBa
HaJEK/Ha TEOPETUYHA OCHOBA 3a IIPOBEIEHOTO U3CJIE/IBAHE.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha H3I0KEHOTO MOXKE Jla Ce€ HalpaBU U3BOJBT, Y€ AMCEPTAIIMOHHUST
TPYyA € 100pe CTPYKTypHUpaH, METOJO0JOIMYHO OOOCHOBAH M pa3padOTeH BBPXY CEpHO3HA
TeopeTuyHa W WH(pOpMalMOHHA 0a3a, KOETO Cbh3AaBa HEOOXOIMMHUTE MPEANOCTAaBKH 3a
MOCTUTaHE Ha MOCTABEHATA 1€l U PealIn3UpaHe Ha HAYUYHUTE 33/1a4d Ha U3CJIEABAHETO.



3. OneHka Ha MOJy4YeHHUTE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHH Pe3yJITaTH

Hucepranmonnust Tpya Ha CuiBus TomoBa-3axapueBa CbIbpika 3HAUUMHU HAYyYHU U
HAYYHO-TIPHUJIOXKHU PE3YJTaTH, CBbP3aHH C pa3pabOTBAHETO U MPHJIATaHETO HA METOAOJIOTUS
3a OLIEHKA Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha celckuTe pailonu B bwirapus. PazpaGorkara ce
OTJIMYaBa C MOCJeI0BaTeIHa JIOTHKA Ha U3JI0KEHUETO, SICHO Je(uHUpaHa U3cieIoBaTeIcKa
paMKa M YCHEIIHO ChYETaBaHE HA TEOPETHMYHHUTE ITOCTAHOBKU C MPUIOKEH EMIMPUYEH
aHaJIu3.

KaTto ocHOBeH HaydeH pe3yiTaT ciejBa Ja 0b/le OTUETEHO aJallTHPAHETO Ha Mojelia
Ha Huovari, Kangasharju u Alanen (2001) 3a omeHka Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa KbM
crieln(pUYHNUTE YCIIOBUS Ha celicKuTe pailoHu B bearapus. JlokTopaHTkara apryMeHTHPAHO
MoIuGUIpa THPBOHAYATHUS MOJEN 4pe3 3aMsHa Ha TMOJUHIEKCUTE ,,arJioMepanus” u
»JJOCTBITHOCT® ChC CEKTOPUTE ,,CEJICKO CTOMAHCTBO U ,,MHAYCTPUS M YCIYyTH*, OTUYUTANKU
CTPYKTypaTa Ha UKOHOMHUKaTa B OBJITapCKUTE CEJICKH pailoHu. J[oMbJIHUTETHO KbM MOJeNna €
uHTerpupa MHIEKChT Ha JOKajaM3alMs KaTo MHCTPYMEHT 3a OLIEHKAa Ha CEKTOpHaTa
CHelHaan3alys, KOeTo NOBUILABa aHAIUTUYHUTE Bb3MOXKHOCTU Ha pa3pabOTEHUs MOIXO/.

[TonoxurenHa oleHKa 3aciykaBa M u300pbT Ha Meroxposorusita Ha OUCP 3a
uAeHTUGUIMpaHe W Kiacu(uIupaHe Ha CeJICKUTE pailoHu B bbiarapus. Upe3 HEHHOTO
npunoxenue Cwisug TomoBa-3axapueBa pa3paboTBa €JMHHA KiIacHU(UKAILMS HA CEICKUTE
paiiorn Ha HmBO NUTS 3, kosto ch3maBa HeoOxoammara 0a3a 3a TNPOBEXKAAaHE HA
CPaBHUTEJICH aHAJIN3 MEX]y OTJICJIHUTE 00JIacTH.

CpluiecTBEH Hay4dHO-NPUWIIOKEH pe3ysiraT € pa3paboTBaHETO Ha MHJEKC Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, BKJIIOYBAIl YETHUPH OCHOBHMU TIPYNM IOKa3aTeNd — YOBELIKU
pecypcH, CEJICKO CTONAHCTBO, MHAYCTPUS U YCIyIH, KakTo M HHOBauuu. Ilo TO3M HaumH
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa HE C€ pasliexJa eIUHCTBEHO IIpe3 Ipu3MaTa Ha
UKOHOMMUYECKUTE  pEe3yiTaTh, a KaTo KOMIUIEKCHO siBJI€HHE, (OpMUpaAHO  OT
B3aUMOJICHCTBUETO MEXAYy JeMOrpa(pckd, HKOHOMHYECKHM M HHOBAIMOHHU (aKTOPH.
Pa3paboren e u nombanuteneH uHAekc RCI*, mo3BonsiBail CpaBHEHHE MEXIy CaMHUTE
CEJICKU pallOHU, HE3aBUCUMO OT BIMSHUETO Ha IPAJCKUTE U MEXIUHHUTE PallOHU.

Oco0eHo 1eHEH € KOMIUIEKCHUST aHajlu3 Ha B3alUMOBpPbB3KAaTa  MEXIy
MKOHOMHYECKaTa CHEeIHaIN3alMs U KOHKYpPEeHTOoCocoOHOCcTTa. JIOKTOpaHTKaTa J0Ka3Ba, 4e
BHUCOKaTa CIeNUaIN3alisl B CEICKOTO CTOMAHCTBO caMa Mo cebe CH He rapaHTHUpa BUCOKA
KOHKYpPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT. AHANM3bT MOKa3Ba, uye obnactu kato Kepmxanu, Bpana u Jloseu
MIPUTEKABAaT OTHOCUTEIIHO BUCOKA CHEIMATU3alis B 3€MEAEIUETO, HO JIEMOHCTPUPAT I0-
HUCKM DE3YyJdTaTH mopaau ciabo MpeacTaBsHE Ha CEKTOPUTE HWHAYCTPHs, YCIyTH U
nnoBanuu. OT Apyra ctpana obnactu karo Crapa 3aropa u Codus-o61acT HOCTUTaT BUCOKH
paBHMIIA HA KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCT MMEHHO OjarojapeHue Ha pa3BUTHETO Ha
UHIYCTpUSTA, YCIyTUT€ W WHOBAIIMOHHUS MOTEHILIMAJ, HE3aBUCUMO OT Mo-ciadara
CIeLHaNIN3alus B CEJICKOTO CTOMAHCTRBO.

[TorydyeHuTe pe3ynraTd MO3BOJSBAT HA aBTOpa Jla MAEHTU(UIUpA SCHO W3pa3eHU
MIPOCTPAHCTBEHU MOJIENIM HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT M J1a MOKaXke, Y€ CEJICKUTE pailoHu B
bearapus He mpencrtaBisBaT enHOpoAHa rpymna. JIOKTOpaHTKara J10Ka3Ba HAJMYMETO Ha
3HAYUTEIHU Pa3InyMsl MEXAy OTAETHHUTE 00JacTH, KOETO Mpearnoara Heo0XoAuMocTTa OT
nudepeHupaHy TOJUTHKU 32 PETMOHAIIHO pPAa3BUTHE, ChOOpPA3eHU CbhC CclenuGUUHUTE
pecypcu M OTpaHUYeHHUs Ha BCSKA TEPUTOPHSL.

OT MeTo0JI0THYHA TJIe/IHA TOYKA W3MOI3BAaHUAT MHCTPYMEHTAPUYM € aJIeKBaTeH Ha
MocTaBeHaTa ILed W 3ajJjauyd. B wu3cieABaHETO ca TNPUIOKEHH CPABHUTENIEH aHAIU3,



CTAaTHUCTUYECKU aHAJIU3, MHACKCEH MOAXO0J M TepUTOpHalieH noaxon. M3nonssanute Meronn
ca moaOpaHW NPAaBUIHO U Ca NPWIOKEHU IIOCIEAOBATETHO B pPAa3IMYHHUTE €Tanmd Ha
n3cnenBaHeTo. OCoOOEHO MOJIOKHUTETHO BIEYATICHUE MPaBH CTPEMEXBT Ha JOKTOpPAHTKATa
HE caMO Ja MPUJIOKH CHINECTBYBAIl MOJIEN, HO M Jla TO aJanTHpa KbM OCOOEHOCTUTE Ha
OBJIrapcKUTe CEJICKU pailoHU M OrpaHUYEHUATA HAa HAJIMYHATA CTAaTUCTHYECKa MH(pOpMaLus.

IlocTaBeHHUTE B NMCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPYA XHIIOTE3H Ca IPOBEPEHHU 4YpE3 EMIIMPHUYHUS
aHamu3. [loTBbpkgaBa ce XHUIOTe3aTa, Y€ pErvoHajlHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT ce
onpejers B 3HaYUTEIHA CTENEH OT Pa3BUTUETO HA UHAYCTPUATA U YCIIYTUTE, BKIOYUTEIHO U
B CEJICKATE palloHH. YacTUYHO ce MOTBBPKAaBa XUIIOTE3aTa 3a MOJIOKUTEIHOTO BIMSHUE Ha
IUBepCUPUKAIMATA  BbPXYy  KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa, Karo  OrpaHHYEHUsTa B
CTaTUCTHYECKaTa HWH(POpPMaLUs HE IMO03BOJSABAT IIBJIHO IMpociedsBaHe Ha edekra oT
nobaBeHaTa CTOWHOCT B CEJICKOTO cromaHcTBO. [loTBbpxkmaBa ce W Xxumoresara, 4e
IIPUPOJHO-KIMMATUYHUTE YCIOBHS IPEACTABIABAT IPEAIIOCTaBKa, HO HE M JOCTAaThYHO
YCIIOBHE 32 BHCOKA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, KaTo aBTOPBT IOCOYBA NpuMepa Ha obiact
CMonsiH, pU KOATO ONaronpHUsTHUTE NMPUPOJHU PECYpCH HE BOJAT aBTOMATMYHO 0 HO-
BHCOKH pE3YJITaTH.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha W3BBPIICHUS AHAIM3 CUMTAM, Y€ IIOCTABEHATa 1]l € IOCTUIHATa B
meiaHa creneH. DOopMyaupaHUTE 3aJadd Cca M3IBIHEHU IIOCJIEIOBATEIHO M JIOTUYECKH
cBbp3aHO. Pa3paboreHara u ampoOupaHa METOJOJOTHS IPEJCTAaBIsABA MPHIIOKUM
MHCTPYMEHT 3a OLIEHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHun B beiarapus u
Mo’Ke J1a ObJie U3M0I3BaHa KaKToO 32 HayYHH LIEJIH, TaKa U NpH pa3pab0TBaHETO Ha MOJIUTUKU
U CTPATETMYECKU TOKYMEHTH, CBBP3aHU C PETHOHATIHOTO Pa3BUTHE.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHU IPHUHOCH

B pesyarar na npoBeneHoro uscnensaHe CwiBus TomoBa-3axapueBa pa3zpaOoTBa
ajanTHpaHa METOJMKa 32 OICHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKHTE PAaliOHH B
bwnrapus, 6asupana Ha mojena Ha Huovari, Kangasharju u Alanen. Hayunara cToifHOCT Ha
MIPEUIOKEHUS TTOJIXO/ Ce M3pa3siBa B HErOBOTO AJANTHPaHE KbM OBITAPCKUTE YCIOBHUS Upe3
nox0op Ha IMoOKas3aTelad, CboOpa3eHM C HalW4yHaTa CcTaTHUCTUYecKa HH(opManus u
cnenu(urKata Ha CeJICKUTe pailoHH. Pa3paboTeHMAT Mojen pa3mupsiBa BH3MOKHOCTHTE 3a
aHaJM3 Ha peruoHajHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha TEPUTOPHH, KOUTO TPAAUIIMOHHO
oCTaBaT W3BBH 00XBaTa Ha CHIIECTBYBAIIUTE METOTUKH.

CrpIiecTBEeH NMPUHOC HA JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPy € MHTerpupaHeTro Ha MHaekca Ha
JIOKaJM3alysi B Ipolieca Ha OIEHKAa Ha KOHKypeHTOcmocoOHocTTa. Upes3 chueTaBaHETO Ha
MoKa3aTeauTe 3a CHelMaIu3alMsg U KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT JOKTOpaHTKaTa J0Ka3Ba, ye
BHCOKATa CIEIUaU3alisl B CEJICKOTO CTOIAHCTBO caMa 1Mo cebe Ch He € JI0CTaThuHO
yCJIOBHE 32 MOCTUTaHE Ha BUCOKAa KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCT. AHalIM3bT MOKa3Ba, Y€ BOJEIIO
3HaYeHWE UMaT CTeNeHTa Ha JauBepcu(UKanus Ha WKOHOMHKATa, pa3BHUTHETO Ha
MHAYCTPUATA U YCIYTUTE U HHOBALMOHHUSAT IMOTEHIIMA HA OTJCIHUTE PaliOHH.

Hay4HO-piiio’)keH TPUHOC TPENCTaBIsiBa HM3BBPIICHOTO HISHTH(UIIMpaHe W
Kiacuuuupane Ha CeNCKuTe paiioHu B bbirapus upes3 mpuiaraHe Ha METOJOJIOTHSTa Ha
OUCP. Ha Tta3um ocHOBa € CBb37ajJicHa €IWHHA aHAIUTHYHA 0a3za 3a MPOBEXKTAHE Ha
CPAaBHUTEIHN H3CJIEIBAaHUs HAa PETHOHAIHOTO PA3BUTHE M KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTA Ha
CEJICKUTE PANOHH.

KbM Hay4yHO-IpHJIOKHUTE pe3yiTaTH clefBa Jla ce OTHece W W3BBbpIICHATa
KOMIUIEKCHA OIIEHKa Ha KOHKYpPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTA Ha celcKuTe paiioHu B bearapus. Upes
pa3paboTeHHs] MHIEKC Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT M JombiHUTEeNnHHs uHaekc RCI* ca



UACHTUGUIMPAHU Pa3IMUYMATa MEXIY OTAEIHUTE 00JacTH, pPa3KpUTH Ca MPOCTPAHCTBEHU
MOJICNIM Ha Pa3BUTHE U Ca M3BEACHU (PAKTOPHUTE, KOUTO OKA3BAT HA-CUIHO BIUSHHUE BHPXY
KOHKYPEHTHUTE MO3ULMH Ha CEJICKUTE paliOHU.

[TpakTyecka 3HAUMMOCT MMaT M HAlpPAaBEHUTE HM3BOAM OTHOCHO BJIMSHHETO Ha
MKOHOMHYECKaTa CTPYKTypa, AMBEpCHUPUKALMATA M IMPUPOJHO-KIMMATUYHUTE (akTopu
BBPXY KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTa Ha celicKuTe paiionu. IlomydeHnute pesynaratu morar na
HaMepsAT MPWIOKEHUE IpH pa3pabOTBaHETO Ha PETMOHAIHM IOJUTHUKH, CTPATETHUYecKd
JOKYMEHTHU M MEPKHU 3a HAChbpUYaBaHE PAa3BUTHETO HA CEJICKUTE PAaOHHU.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha M3JI0)KEHOTO IpUeMaM (pOPMYJIMPAHUTE OT JOKTOPAHTKaTa Hay4yHHU U
HAyYHO-TIPWJIOXKHHM IMPUHOCU M CUUTaM, Y€ T€ IpPEJCTaB/sIBAT JUYHO JEJIO Ha aBTopa U
peaHo JomnpHUHAcAT 3a oOoraTsBaHe HAa HAy4YHUTE 3HaHUS B O0JIaCTTa HAa peruoHajHaTa
KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCT U Pa3BUTHUETO Ha CEJICKUTE PAliOHU.

5. Ouenka Ha NyOJUKALMHUTE 1O JUCEPTALMSATA

[Io Temara Ha [AuUCepPTAllMOHHUS TPYH JOKTOpPaHTKaTa € WpPEICTaBWiIa TpU
CaMOCTOSITEITHN HAyYHU ITyOJIMKAIIH:

1. Tomosa-3axapueBa, C. (2018). ,Konmenrpanus U crnenuanu3anus Ha pervoHanIHaTa
nkoHoMuka B bwarapus®, B: IlpenusBukarencTBa mpeja arpapHus OH3HEC M CEJICKUTE
pationu, YHCC, Codus, c. 191-196.

2. Tomosa-3axapmea, C. (2021). ,, KOHKypeHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha CEJICKHTE pPAHOHU W
KIJII0OYOBaTa pojsl Ha MHOBauuuTe*, B: VIHOBaTMBHO pa3BUTHE Ha arpapHusi OuzHec U
cenckure paionu, YHCC, Codus, c. 150-157.

3. Tomova-Zaharieva, S. (2025). Balancing Growth and Green: Exploring Rural
Development in Bulgaria. Theoretical and Applied Economics, Vol. XXXII, Special
Issue, pp. 179-190.

HpeI[CTaBGHI/ITC HY6JII/IKaIII/II/I Ca B IIpsAKa Bpb3Ka C TCMATHKATa HAa JUCCPTALMOHHUA
Tpyd U OTpa3sBaT OCHOBHUTE HAMpaBlIEHUS HAa TMPOBEICHOTO u3cleaBaHe. B Tiax
MOCJIEZIOBATEIHO Ca pas3rieJaHd BBIIPOCH, CBbP3aHW C pETrHOHAJIHATA ClieluaIn3anus,
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CENICKUTE pailoHM, pOoJsiTa HA WHOBAIMUTE M (AKTOpUTE 3a
YCTOMYHMBO pa3BUTHE.

CopabppkaHHeTOo Ha MyOTUKalMUTE T[OKa3Ba, Y€ OCHOBHHUTE pe3ylnTaTH OT
JTUCEPTAIMOHHOTO M3CJIC/IBaHE Ca ampOOMpPaHy B HAYYHH W3JAHUS MPEIH MPEICTABIHETO Ha
TpyJa 3a 3ammra. ToBa JaBa OCHOBAaHME J1a Ce NMpHEMe, Y€ € OCUTYpeHa HeoOXoaumara
Hy6J’II/I‘~IHOCT Ha TTOJYUYCHUTC HAYUYHH PEIYJTATH U € U3IBIHCHO H3UCKBAHCTO 3a TAXHOTO
pasnpocTpaHeHHEe B HayyHaTa JIUTEpaTypa.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

[IpencraBenusT aBTOpedepar € pa3paboTeH B CHOTBETCTBUE C M3UCKBaHUATA 3a
npunoOuBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTeNHAaTa W Hay4yHa CTENEeH ,,JJOKTOP M OTpa3siBa KOPEKTHO
ChABPIKAHUETO HA JUCEPTALIUOHHUSA TPYI.

ABTopedepaTpT mpeAcTaBIsBa  CaMOCTOSTENHa  pa3paboTka, ©OasupaHa Ha
JWCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYJ, B KOATO Ca IMpPEACTaBEHH aKTyaJHOCTTa Ha W3CIIE[BAHETO, LENTa,
3ajaunTe, OOEKTHT, MPEAMETHT M M3CienoBaTenckaTa Te3a. [locienoBaTeqHo ca U3JI0KEHH
OCHOBHHUTEC AKIECHTH OT OTACIHUTE 4YaCTH Ha JUCCPTAIMOHHUA TpPYyAd, H3MNOJI3BAHUAT
METOJI0JIOTHYEH MOIX0/], TIOJ[y4EHUTE PE3yJITaTH U HAPaBEHUTE N3BOIH.

KopekTHO ca OTpa3eHH pe3ynTaTuTe OT IMPOBEAECHOTO H3CIEIBaHE, CTENEHTa Ha
U3IBJIHCHUE Ha IOCTaBEHHUTE 33/a4d M TPOBEpKaTa HA M3CIIEAOBATEICKUTE XUIOTE3H.
HpeHCTaBeHI/ITe HAayYHH W HAYUYHO-IIPUJIOXXHHU IMPUHOCHU CHOTBETCTBAT HA CHABPKAHHUCTO Ha



JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPY U IPOU3THYAT OT IPOBEJEHOTO U3CIIEABAHE.
Cunram, 4ye aBropedepaThT JaBa BApHA M JIOCTaThbUHO IThJIHA MpEJCTaBa 3a
CTPYKTYpara, ChAbPKaHUETO, METOAOJIOIUATAa U OCHOBHUTE PE3YJITaTH HAa AMCEPTALMOHHUS

TpyAd.

7. KpuTnuHu 0ej1e’KKH, MPenopbku U BHIPOCH

[To3HaBaM pa3BUTHETO HA JUCEPTALIMOHHMA TPYJ OLle OT Heromara uieiHa ¢aza. B
Ka4yeCTBOTO CH Ha IIPENOAaBaTell B JOKTOPCKATa MporpamMa MMax Bb3MOXKHOCT J1a MpOCIens
HAy4YHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha JOKTOPAaHTKaTa ype3 y4yacTUe B 4acT OT M3MMTHUTE KOMHUCHH II0
BpeMe Ha OOyueHHMETO I, KaKTO M KaTo BBTPEUICH pPELEH3eHT B Ipoleaypara IO
IIPEJBAPUTEIIHO 00CHKIaHE Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHUSA TPY L.

ToBa MM JaBa OCHOBaHME Ja OLIEHA HE caMO KpaliHMA pe3yaraT, HO U
MIOCJIEIOBATEIHOTO Pa3BUTHE M HAATPaXJaHE Ha HU3CIEJBAHETO B IIpPOLECa HAa HErOBOTO
pa3paborBanHe. HampaBeHuTe NpemnopbKH B XOAa Ha IPEABAPUTETHOTO OOCHkKAaHE ca
OTpa3eHM B OKOHYATEJHHUS BAPHMAHT HA JUCEPTALMOHHUSA TpPYHA, MOpPagu KOETO KbM
npeJcTaBeHaTa pa3padoTKa HIMaM KPUTUYHH OCIICIKKH.

Kato Hacoka 3a Objema HayyHou3cienoBaTeicka pabora Oux mocouumsia
pasmupsABaHe Ha MPHUIOKEHUETO HA pa3pabOTeHaTa METOMOJIOTHS Ype3 HEHHOTO anpoOupaHe
Ha TO-HUCKM TEPUTOPHAIHM PpABHUILA M BKJIIOYBAHE Ha JOMBJIHUTEIIHU IIOKa3aTelH,
CBBP3aHU C JUTUTAIU3AMATA, HHOBAIIMOHHUS KallallUTET U yCTOMYUBOTO pa3BUTHE.

C ornep pa3mMpsiBaHe Ha HayyHaTa JUCKYCHUS IOCTAaBAM CIIEHUTE BBIIPOCH:

KakBu ca BB3MOKHOCTUTE 3a INPUWIOKEHUE Ha pa3padOTEHAaTa METOAOJIOTHs Ha
OOIIMHCKO HUBO IIPU OLIEHKA HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHn?

Kou ¢akropu cmopen Bac wumar Hal-ChIIeCTBEH MPHUHOC 32 MOBHIIABaHE
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha palfOHUTE C BUCOKA CIIELUAIN3aLUs B CEJICKOTO CTOIAHCTBO?

[To xakbB HAYMH MPOLECUTE HA TUTHTATU3aLMs OMXa MOIJIU Jia ObJaT UHTErpUpaHH B
OBJeI0 pa3BUTHE Ha MPEUIOKEHUS MOJET 3a OLIeHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa?

8. 3akuiouenue

[TpencraBeHUAT qUCEPTALIMOHEH TPy Ha TeMa ,,OLeHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA
Ha CEJICKUTE paiioHu B bbarapusa® cpabpika akTyaaHO U CaMOCTOATEIHO Hay4YHO M3CIIEABaHE
C sCHO (opMyJupaHa IeJ, MOAXOMAAI METOAO0JIOIMYEeH WHCTPYMEHTApUyM M IMOCTUTHATH
Hay4YHH U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH.

Cuutam, uye JUCEPTAlMOHHMSAT TPYJ OTroBaps Ha M3UCKBaHMUATa Ha 3akoHa 3a
pa3BUTHETO Ha aKaJeMM4yHHUs cbcTaB B PenyOmuka bwarapus, IIpaBuiHuka 3a HEroBoTo
npwiarane u HopmaTuBHaTta ypenda Ha YHCC 3a mpupoOuBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTeliHaTa U
Hay4Ha CTEIIEH ,,JOKTOP®.

Bb3 0cHOBa Ha M3JI05KEHOTO JaBaM CBOSITA IOJIOKUTEIIHA OLIEHKA Ha IUCEPTALlMOHHMS
TPYA U IpeajaraM Ha yBa)kaeMOTO HAay4HO >Kypu Jia npuchau Ha Cunsus [letpoBa Tomosa-
3axapueBa o0Opa3oBaTesHaTa U Hay4yHa CTEMEH ,,JOKTOp™ 1Mo MmpodecnoHamTHO HamnpaBieHHUE
3.8. koHOMMUKa, TOKTOpCKa Iporpama ,,Jikonomuka u ynpasnenue (Arpobusnec).

31.05.2026
Jlata / mscTo HMommuc: ...oovveeeei ..
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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva studied under the doctoral program "Economics and
Management (Agribusiness)” at the Department of "Economics of Natural Resources™ at the
Faculty of Business of the University of National and World Economy in accordance with
Order No. 1316/30.04.2025 of the Rector of the UNWE. The training is in an independent
form against payment with a period from 22.04.2025 to 22.04.2030.

Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva is a Master of Economics with professional
interests in the field of regional development, rural areas and the competitiveness of
territorial systems. Her professional realization is related to activities in the field of
accounting, administrative services and business practice, which creates a good basis for
practical understanding of economic processes and regional development.

The presented CV shows that the doctoral student has professional experience outside
the academic sphere, which contributes to the formation of the applied focus of the
conducted scientific research.

During her studies, the doctoral student has completed the activities foreseen in the
individual curriculum. A dissertation has been developed on the approved topic "Assessment
of the Competitiveness of Rural Areas in Bulgaria”, scientific publications on the topic of the
research have been prepared and the requirements for admission to public defense have been
met in accordance with the current regulations and the internal rules of the UNWE.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation work

The dissertation work submitted for review on the topic "Assessment of the
Competitiveness of Rural Areas in Bulgaria™ is developed in a volume of 139 pages. In terms
of structure, the work includes an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a list of
literature used. The presentation includes 24 tables, 11 figures and 7 maps, which contribute
to the better visualization of the analyses performed and the results obtained. The literature



used covers 158 Bulgarian and foreign literary sources, including scientific publications,
strategic documents, regulatory acts and official statistical sources.

The structure of the dissertation work is logically sound and corresponds to the set
goal, tasks and research thesis. The sequence between the individual chapters provides the
necessary connection between the theoretical framework, the methodological approach and
the practical application of the developed model for assessing the competitiveness of rural
areas.

The topic of the dissertation is relevant and significant both from a scientific and
practical point of view. In recent years, issues related to regional development, the
competitiveness of territorial systems and the sustainable development of rural areas have
occupied an increasingly important place both in scientific research and in European and
national policies. In the conditions of deepening regional disparities, demographic
imbalances and economic polarization, the study of the competitiveness of rural areas is of
particular importance for the development of effective policies for territorial development. In
this sense, the work of Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva is timely and socially significant.

The purpose of the study is clearly formulated and is aimed at developing and
applying a methodology for studying and assessing the competitiveness of rural areas in
Bulgaria by identifying the key factors for their development. The formulated research tasks
are logically related to the set goal and provide the necessary consistency in the
implementation of the scientific research. The object and subject of the study are correctly
defined and fully correspond to the content of the work. The formulated thesis that the
existing methodologies for assessing regional competitiveness can be adapted and applied to
the assessment of the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria is argued and consistently
defended in the course of the presentation.

In the first chapter "Theoretical and methodological foundations for the analysis and
assessment of regional competitiveness”, the doctoral student Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva
develops the theoretical framework of the study. In subsection 1.1 "Essence of regional
competitiveness”, the author analyzes the main scientific statements regarding the essence
and factors of regional competitiveness, tracing the development of the concept in the
scientific literature. In subsection 1.2 "Assessment of regional competitiveness”, the doctoral
student examines the different approaches and models for measuring the competitiveness of
regions, conducting a comparative analysis of the methodologies used in international
practice. Of particular importance is subsection 1.3 “Model for assessing the competitiveness
of rural areas in Bulgaria and the effects of their specialization”, in which Silvia Tomova-
Zaharieva argues for the choice of methodological approach and develops a conceptual
model for assessing the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria, emphasizing the influence
of economic specialization on regional development.

In the second chapter “Rural areas in Bulgaria — definition and development”, the
doctoral student draws attention to the spatial scope of the study. In subsection 2.1 “Rural
area — understanding and definitions”, the author analyzes the different approaches to
defining rural areas and outlines the main features of the concept in scientific literature and
European practice. In subsection 2.2 "Eurostat and OECD methodology for defining rural
areas. Application of the OECD definition in Bulgaria”, Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva conducts a
comparative analysis between the methodologies of Eurostat and the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), after which she selects and applies the
OECD methodology for classifying rural areas in Bulgaria at the NUTS 3 level, with



justification. In subsection 2.3 "Characteristics and features of development of rural areas in
Bulgaria, determined according to the OECD methodology", the doctoral student conducts a
detailed analysis of the demographic, social and economic characteristics of rural areas,
examining the processes of depopulation, population aging, the structure of economic
activities and the features of the development of individual areas. The third chapter "Results
and assessment of the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria™ represents the actual
research part of the dissertation work and contains the main scientific and scientific-applied
results. In subsection 3.1 "Reference “Evaluating the specialization of rural areas in Bulgaria
through a localization index” Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva analyzes the economic specialization
of individual rural areas through the use of a localization index. In subsection 3.2 “Assessing
the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria through a competitiveness index”, the doctoral
student applies the developed competitiveness index and performs a comparative assessment
between individual rural areas in Bulgaria. In subsection 3.3 “Analysis of the results of the
comprehensive assessment of specialization and competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria”,
the author analyzes the relationship between economic specialization and the competitiveness
of individual areas. In subsection 3.4 “Profile and dynamics of competitiveness in and
between rural areas of Bulgaria — comparative analysis”, Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva performs
a comparative analysis of the dynamics and differences in competitiveness between
individual rural areas. It is in this chapter that the main scientific results and contributions of
the work are concentrated.

The literature used shows a very good awareness of the doctoral student on the issues
under consideration. Both classical and contemporary scientific works in the field of regional
competitiveness, regional development and rural areas have been studied. Silvia Tomova-
Zaharieva uses works by leading foreign and Bulgarian authors, as well as strategic
documents, reports of international organizations and official statistical sources. The
literature review demonstrates a good knowledge of scientific achievements on the topic and
provides a reliable theoretical basis for the conducted research.

Based on the above, it can be concluded that the dissertation work is well structured,
methodologically justified and developed on a serious theoretical and informational basis,
which creates the necessary prerequisites for achieving the set goal and realizing the
scientific tasks of the research.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

The dissertation work of Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva contains significant scientific and
applied scientific results related to the development and implementation of a methodology
for assessing the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria. The development is
distinguished by a consistent logic of the exposition, a clearly defined research framework
and a successful combination of theoretical statements with applied empirical analysis.

The adaptation of the Huovari, Kangasharju and Alanen (2001) model for assessing
competitiveness to the specific conditions of rural areas in Bulgaria should be noted as the
main scientific result. The doctoral student reasonedly modified the initial model by
replacing the sub-indices "agglomeration™ and "accessibility" with the sectors "agriculture"
and "industry and services", taking into account the structure of the economy in Bulgarian
rural areas. Additionally, the Localization Index has been integrated into the model as a tool
for assessing sectoral specialization, which increases the analytical capabilities of the
developed approach.
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The choice of the OECD methodology for identifying and classifying rural areas in
Bulgaria also deserves a positive assessment. Through its application, Silvia Tomova-
Zaharieva develops a unified classification of rural areas at the NUTS 3 level, which creates
the necessary basis for conducting a comparative analysis between individual areas.

A significant scientific and applied result is the development of a competitiveness
index, including four main groups of indicators - human resources, agriculture, industry and
services, as well as innovation. In this way, competitiveness is not viewed solely through the
prism of economic results, but as a complex phenomenon formed by the interaction between
demographic, economic and innovation factors. An additional index, RCI*, has also been
developed, allowing comparison between rural areas themselves, regardless of the influence
of urban and intermediate areas.

The complex analysis of the relationship between economic specialization and
competitiveness is particularly valuable. The doctoral student proves that high specialization
in agriculture in itself does not guarantee high competitiveness. The analysis shows that
districts such as Kardzhali, Vratsa and Lovech have relatively high specialization in
agriculture, but demonstrate lower results due to poor performance of the industry, services
and innovation sectors. On the other hand, districts such as Stara Zagora and Sofia region
achieve high levels of competitiveness precisely thanks to the development of industry,
services and innovation potential, despite the weaker specialization in agriculture.

The results obtained allow the author to identify clearly expressed spatial patterns of
competitiveness and to show that rural areas in Bulgaria do not represent a homogeneous
group. The doctoral student proves the presence of significant differences between the
individual districts, which suggests the need for differentiated policies for regional
development, tailored to the specific resources and limitations of each territory.

From a methodological point of view, the tools used are adequate to the set goal and
tasks. The study applied comparative analysis, statistical analysis, index approach and
territorial approach. The methods used were selected correctly and were applied consistently
in the different stages of the study. A particularly positive impression is made by the doctoral
student's desire not only to apply an existing model, but also to adapt it to the specifics of
Bulgarian rural areas and the limitations of available statistical information.

The hypotheses set out in the dissertation have been verified through empirical
analysis. The hypothesis that regional competitiveness is determined to a significant extent
by the development of industry and services, including in rural areas, is confirmed. The
hypothesis of the positive influence of diversification on competitiveness is partially
confirmed, as the limitations in statistical information do not allow for a full tracking of the
effect of added value in agriculture. The hypothesis that natural and climatic conditions are a
prerequisite, but not a sufficient condition for high competitiveness, is also confirmed, as the
author points to the example of the Smolyan region, where favorable natural resources do not
automatically lead to higher results.

Based on the analysis performed, | believe that the set goal has been achieved in full.
The formulated tasks have been completed consistently and logically. The developed and
tested methodology represents an applicable tool for assessing the competitiveness of rural
areas in Bulgaria and can be used both for scientific purposes and in the development of
policies and strategic documents related to regional development.

4. Assessment of scientific and applied scientific contributions

As a result of the conducted research, Silviya Tomova-Zaharieva develops an adapted
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methodology for assessing the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria, based on the model
of Huovari, Kangasharju and Alanen. The scientific value of the proposed approach is
expressed in its adaptation to Bulgarian conditions through the selection of indicators tailored
to the available statistical information and the specifics of rural areas. The developed model
expands the possibilities for analyzing the regional competitiveness of territories that
traditionally remain outside the scope of existing methodologies.

A significant contribution of the dissertation work is the integration of the
Localization Index in the process of assessing competitiveness. By combining the indicators
of specialization and competitiveness, the doctoral student proves that high specialization in
agriculture in itself is not a sufficient condition for achieving high competitiveness. The
analysis shows that the degree of diversification of the economy, the development of industry
and services and the innovation potential of individual regions are of leading importance.

The scientific and applied contribution is the identification and classification of rural
areas in Bulgaria by applying the OECD methodology. On this basis, a unified analytical
basis has been created for conducting comparative studies of regional development and the
competitiveness of rural areas.

The scientific and applied results should also include the comprehensive assessment
of the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria. Through the developed competitiveness
index and the additional index RCI*, the differences between individual areas have been
identified, spatial development patterns have been revealed and the factors that have the
strongest influence on the competitive positions of rural areas have been deduced.

The conclusions made regarding the influence of the economic structure,
diversification and natural and climatic factors on the competitiveness of rural areas are also
of practical significance. The results obtained can be used in the development of regional
policies, strategic documents and measures to promote the development of rural areas.

Based on the above, | accept the scientific and applied scientific contributions
formulated by the doctoral student and believe that they represent the author's personal work
and actually contribute to enriching scientific knowledge in the field of regional
competitiveness and rural development.

5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation

On the topic of the dissertation work, the doctoral student has presented three
independent scientific publications:

1. Tomova-Zaharieva, S. (2018). "Concentration and specialization of the regional
economy in Bulgaria”, in: Challenges for agrarian business and rural areas, UNWE, Sofia,
pp. 191-196.

2. Tomova-Zaharieva, S. (2021). "Competitiveness of rural areas and the key role of
innovation”, in: Innovative development of agrarian business and rural areas, UNWE, Sofia,
pp. 150-157.

3. Tomova-Zaharieva, S. (2025). Balancing Growth and Green: Exploring Rural
Development in Bulgaria. Theoretical and Applied Economics, Vol. XXXII, Special Issue,
pp. 179-190.

The presented publications are directly related to the topic of the dissertation work
and reflect the main directions of the conducted research. They consistently address issues
related to regional specialization, the competitiveness of rural areas, the role of innovation
and factors for sustainable development.

The content of the publications shows that the main results of the dissertation research
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have been tested in scientific publications before the presentation of the work for defense.
This gives reason to assume that the necessary publicity of the obtained scientific results has
been ensured and the requirement for their dissemination in the scientific literature has been
met.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The presented abstract is developed in accordance with the requirements for acquiring
the educational and scientific degree "doctor” and correctly reflects the content of the
dissertation work.

The abstract is an independent work based on the dissertation work, in which the
relevance of the research, the goal, the tasks, the object, the subject and the research thesis
are presented. The main highlights of the individual parts of the dissertation work, the
methodological approach used, the results obtained and the conclusions drawn are
consistently presented.

The results of the conducted research, the degree of fulfillment of the tasks set and the
verification of the research hypotheses are correctly reflected. The presented scientific and
scientific-applied contributions correspond to the content of the dissertation work and arise
from the research conducted.

| believe that the abstract gives a true and sufficiently complete idea of the structure,
content, methodology and main results of the dissertation work.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

| have been familiar with the development of the dissertation work since its
conceptual phase. As a lecturer in the doctoral program, | had the opportunity to follow the
scientific development of the doctoral student by participating in some of the examination
committees during her studies, as well as as an internal reviewer in the procedure for
preliminary discussion of the dissertation work.

This gives me reason to evaluate not only the final result, but also the consistent
development and upgrading of the research in the process of its development. The
recommendations made during the preliminary discussion are reflected in the final version of
the dissertation work, which is why I have no critical notes on the presented work.

As a guideline for future research work, I would indicate expanding the application of
the developed methodology by testing it at lower territorial levels and including additional
indicators related to digitalization, innovation capacity and sustainable development.

In order to expand the scientific discussion, | pose the following questions:

What are the possibilities for applying the developed methodology at the municipal
level in assessing the competitiveness of rural areas?

Which factors, in your opinion, have the most significant contribution to increasing
the competitiveness of regions with high specialization in agriculture?

In what way could digitalization processes be integrated into the future development
of the proposed model for assessing competitiveness?

8. Conclusion

The presented dissertation on the topic "Assessment of the Competitiveness of Rural
Areas in Bulgaria” contains a current and independent scientific study with a clearly
formulated goal, appropriate methodological tools and achieved scientific and scientific-
applied results.

| believe that the dissertation meets the requirements of the Act on the Development
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of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation and
the regulations of the UNWE for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree
"doctor".

Based on the above, | give my positive assessment of the dissertation and propose to
the esteemed scientific jury to award Silviya Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva the educational and
scientific degree "doctor" in the professional field 3.8. Economics, doctoral program
"Economics and Management (Agribusiness)”.

31.05.2026
Date Signature...............ocoeeenl.
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