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paiionu B buiarapus

OcHnoeanue 3a TIpelICTaBsHE HAa CTAHOBUIIETO: Y4acTHE B ChCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO KYPH IO

3alUTa Ha JAUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPy cbritacHo 3amoBea Ne 1143/28.04.2026r. Ha Pexropa Ha

YHCC.

1. Hudopmanus 3a qucepTanta

JucepTanThT ce ¢ oOydaBaji Mo JOKTOPCKA Mporpama KbpM Kareapa MkoHOMHKa Ha
npupoanute pecypcu, buznec dakynter ma YHCC mno nayuna cneuuanHoct 3.8.
HNkoHnomuka, NOKTOpCKa mporpama ,JIkoHOMHWKAa W yrpaBicHHE (arpoOW3HeC) CHIIACHO
3amoBen Ne 1316/30.04.2025 na 3am. pektopa mo HUJ] nma YHCC. OOGyuenuero e
OCBIIIECTBEHO B CBOOOHA (hopma mipe3 nepuoaa anpui 2025 — mapt 2026r.

2. OO0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA HA NPeACTABeHMUs JUcePTALHOHEH TP

[IpencraBeHuUsAT 3a peLieH3UpaHe pbKONUC ce cheTou OT 139 crpanuny, B T.4. 130 cT1p.
OCHOBEH TEKCT U 9 cTp. u3non3BaHa jutepatypa. CIUCHKBT Ha JUTEPATYPHUTE U3TOUHUIU
BKJTFOUBA 158 mo3unn Ha OBJITAPCKU M aHTIIMICKH €3UK.

B cTpykTypHO OTHOIIEHHE TOH ce ChCTOM OT YBOJ, TpW IJIaBU M 3aKiroueHue. B
JHCepTalusITa CIOMYyWINBO € 000CHOBAaHA aKTYaJIHOCTTa Ha m3cienBaHero. Ha ocHoBaTta Ha
Iperyie]l Ha MpeAlecTBallM U3CIeABAHNS € OuepTaHa OPUTMHAIHOCTTA Ha M3CJIEJBAHETO B
TpH acrmiekta. ToBa € MO3BOJIMIIO /3 C€ TIOKaKe HOBOTO M Pa3IMYHOTO HA JTUCEPTAIIHOHHHS
TpyA.

[lenTa Ha M3CIEeIBAaHETO HACOYBA KbM aHAJIHM3 Ha CHIIECTBYBAIIUTE METOJOJIOTHH 32
OLIEHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha PETHOHAJHO HUBO, TIXHATa MHPUIOKHUMOCT 3a
CEJICKUTE palilOHM M KbM pa3paboTBaHE W TpWIaraHe Ha aJanTHpaHa METOAOJIOTHS 3a
MpOyYBaHE U OIIEHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha celICKuTe paiionu B bbirapus. Ymeno
ca IIpeJICTaBeHM Te3aTa, 00eKTa, CyOeKTa U 3a/ladyuTe Ha JUCEpPTaIUsITA.

Pa3zpaboTenu ca Tpu XUNOTE3HU, CBHP3BAIIM PETHOHAIHATA KOHKYPEHTHOCIIOCOOHOCT
C pa3BUTHETO Ha CEKTOPHTE HAa HMKOHOMHKATa, Ha auBepcuuKanmusTa W go0aBeHaTa
CTOMHOCT B arpapHusi CEKTOP U MPUPOAHO-KIMMATUYHHUTE YCIOBUSI.

3. OueHka HA MOJYy4YeHUTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH
[IspBara rmaBa ,,TeopeTHKO-METOMONOTUYHN OCHOBH 3a aHAIM3 W OIIEHKa Ha
peruoHajiHaTa KOHKYPEHTHOCIIOCOOHOCT® chabpka Tpu mnaparpadu. Ha OGazara Ha



Mpe/ICTaBIHE Ha CHIIHOCTTA HA PErMOHANHATa KOHKYPEHTHOCHOCOOHOCTTa M (haKTOpHUTE ,
KOUTO s ONpENeNsiT, BbB BTOpUs maparpad ce HU3sICHSIBAT IMOAXOAWTE 3a OIICHKA Ha
peruoHajiHaTa KOHKYPEHTHOCHOCOOHOCT. M3sicHeHM ca pa3iMyHU IOAXOIM 32 OLICHKA,
MOJIENH, U3MI0JI3BaHU MHJEKCHU 3a JIOKAIMU3alusl, CTENEeH Ha cnenuanu3anus 1 ap. CrenuanHo
BHUMaHHE U BHCOKa OIICHKa 3aciyxaBa TpeTuss mnaparpad ,Mojgen Ha oleHKa
KOHKYPEHTHOCTIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHH M e(EeKTH OT CHeruah3aiusITa UM, B
KOWTO aBTOPBT U3JIara MocjaeAoBaTeIHO UHACKCUTE, IPOMEHIIMBUTE B MOJIEJIA 3a OLIEHKAa Ha
KOHKYPEHTHOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE PAailOHU C TEXHUTE OCOOCHOCTH M XapaKTEPUCTHKH.

Broparta rnaBa e chc 3armaBue ,,Cenckure paiioHHM B bwarapus — aeduHUIMN U
pasButHe“. B mepBus maparpad ,,Cenckure pailonm — paszbupaHe u JIedUHHIMUC ca
MIPE/ICTaBEHU MOAXOJUTE, pa3InYHUTE NeDUHUIIUU, TPOOIEMHU U MPEAU3BUKATEICTBA, MPE]
KOUTO ca IIOCTaBeHH paiionure. CreaBamusr maparpad JOTMYHO € IIOCBETEH Ha
Meronoorusta Ha EBpoctatr u Ha OUCP 3a nedunMpane Ha CEICKUTE PAaiOHM, KAaKTO U Ha
npwiarane Ha nepununusata Ha OWCP B bearapus. Ilocnemnusar tpetu maparpad
,»XapaKTePUCTHKA U OCOOCHOCTH Ha pa3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE palloHHU B brirapus, onpenenenu
o MeroxoJiorudara Ha OMCP* BkiIouBa aHalIn3 HAa CTATHCTUYCCKH JJAHHU 3a 21-Ta oOnacTH,
KOUTO ca 00EKT Ha M3CJIeJIBAaHETO. BHUMaHMETO HA aBTOpa € HACOYeHO KbM JeMorpadckute
XapaKTePUCTHKU U TpobiieMu, paboTHara cwia, O6e3paboTuiiaTa, 3alalaHeTo Ha TPyJa H
Ip. AHanv3WpaHu ca pPaBHUINIETO U MPOMEHUTe B OpyTHaTa qo0aBeHa CTOWHOCT IIO
WKOHOMUYECKH CEKTOPH.

Tperata rnaBa ,,Pe3ynraté u oleHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTHOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha CEJICKUTE
palioHun B bwirapus® craptupa ¢ NpeacTaBsHE Ha METOMOJIOTMYHMSA ITOAXOJ 3a OLEHKa
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CeJCcKuTe paiioHu B bobarapus (purypa 7) ¢ HeroBuTte
XapaKTEePUCTUKU, U3UCKBAHUS, MOCJIEI0BATEIHOCT U T.H. B cieaBammTe nBa maparpadu e
omnpejereHa CHelualn3alraTa Ha CEJICKUTE PallOHM 4Ype3 MHIACKCUTE Ha JIOKaIU3alHs U
KOHKYPEHTHOCIIOCOOHOCT. ToBa € MO3BOJMJIO B MOCHEIHUS Haparpad Aa ce aHaau3upar
pe3ynTaTuTe OT KOMIUIEKCHATa OIeHKa Ha CHelMaTu3alusiTa U KOHKYPEHTHOCTIOCOOHOCTTA
Ha CEJCKUTE paiiloHW B bwirapus ¢ BKIIOYBAHE HA YETUPU WHIAUKATOPH, O0OOOIIEHH KaTO
MIPOMEHJIMBU B TPYNH YOBEIIKH PECYpPCHU, CEJICKO CTONAHCTBO, MHAYCTPHUS U YCIYyI'H U
vHOBalMK. BB BcUUkHUTE aHANM3M ca u3noia3BaHu AaHHu 3a 2011 u 2021r. u ca cpaBHEHH
MPOMEHUTE U TEHACHIMUTE Ha M30paHUTE MOKA3aTeNH 3a XapaKTepU3UpaHe Ha Pa3BHUTHUETO
Ha CEJICKUTE PalOHH.

Pa3paboreHoTo 3akiroueHne MMa XapakTepa Ha pe3loMUpaHe Ha pe3yiaTaTute, U
JI0OKa3Ba MHJIHOTO TMOTBBPXKJaBaHE Ha IIbpBaTa M TpeTara XUIOTE3a M YAaCTUYHOTO Ha
BTOparTa.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH NIPUHOCH

CrpaBkara 3a NpPUHOCUTE BBB BHCOKAa CTENEH IPEACTaBs pPE3YJITaTUTE OT
aucepTaMoHHus Tpyld. OT TAX XapakTepa Ha HayYHO-METOJOJOTHYHHM MPUHOCH, KOUTO
oborarsBar arpapuKOHOMHYECKaTa JUTepaTypa UMar:

e Pa3paGoTeHUAT KOJIMYECTBEH MOJEN 3a H3MEpBaHE Ha  peruoHajHaTa
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha ceyickute pailonu B bbarapust Ha HuBo obmnact (NUTS 3), mpu
Koiito monaxona Ha Huovari, Kangasharju & Alanen e wunrerpupan c¢ HMHaekca Ha
JoKanu3alus U ¢ pa3paborBaHe Ha antepHatuBeH BapuaHT (RCI*), u3uucnen copsimo
CPEIHOTO CaMO 3a CEJICKUTE palloHH. ToBa € MO3BOJIWIO €IHOBPEMEHHO MO3UIMOHUPAHE HA
CEJICKUTE pallOHM B HAIIMOHAIHMSI KOHTEKCT M M3MEpBaHe Ha BbTpEIIHATa JudepeHIranus
MEXY TSAX, BKIIOUUTEIHO e(eKTa OT ClIeHaTu3aIisITa UM.



e [IpoBeneHO € MHPBOTO ISUIOCTHO H3CIIEABaHE, oOXBamamo BCUYKH 21 obnactw,
KJIacupUIUpaHu KaTto cencku nmo Mmeroxonorusra Ha OUCP, 3a nmecerromuineH mepuos
(2011-2021 r.). UneHTuduuupanu ca TpU THIA TPACKTOPHUM HA pa3BUTUE: OOJNACTH C
ycTOW4YHMBO 1omo0peHue; o0nacTu 0e3 ChIIECTBEHO CTPYKTYPHO M3MEHEHHE; M 00JacTH C
BJOIIaBaHe. EMIUpPHUYHO € J10Ka3aHO, Y€ CIHelualIn3alusiTa B CEJICKOTO CTOMAHCTBO, HE €
JOCTaTh4YHA 32 BHCOKA PETHOHATHA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, a CTPYKTYPHOTO M30CTaBaHE B
WHAYCTPUSATA U YCIIYTUTE JICHCTBA KaTO CUCTEMEH OrpaHnyaBa GpaxTop.

[IpakTHKO-TIPUIIOKEH XapaKTep UMaT:

e Pa3paboTeHuTe KOHKYPEHTHH NMPOGMIN Ha CEJICKUTE paliOHM, KOMTO MOTaT Ja ce
M3IIOJI3BAT KaTO MHCTPYMEHT 32 AMArHOCTHKA U MOJAETUpPAHE Ha Pa3BUTUETO.

e PaszpaGorennTe HaydyHO OOOCHOBAaHM HACOKM 3a Ju(epeHIrpaHa MOJUTHKA IO
OTHOIIICHHE Ha CEJICKUTE paiioHn B bbiarapus. @opMmynupaHuTe CTpaTerndeckd HACOKH ca
aJipecupaHy KbM JIbPXKaBHUTE U MECTHUTE BJIACTU KaTO € apryMEHTHpPaHa HEOOXOJMMOCTTa
OT TEPUTOPHATHO IU(EpPEeHIHpPaH MOAXO0M, ChOOpa3eH ChC CIEHU(PUYHHS MOTCHIUAI,
IUTUTATHATa CBBP3AaHOCT M HEOOXOOMMOCTTa OT J00aBsHE Ha CTOMHOCT B MeECTHaTa
UKOHOMHUKa. Pe3ynratute Morar na mocioyXaT NOpH pa3pabOTBaHETO Ha PErHMOHAIHU
CTpaTeruy, NporpaMHUpaHeTO Ha MEPKU MO OBACLIM IOJUTUKU 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha CEJICKHUTE
palioHU U UACHTU(UIIMPAHETO HA IPHOPUTETH 32 TEPUTOPUATHO HACOYCHU HHBECTULINH.

5. Onenka Ha myOJIMKaLMKUTe MO JUCEPTALUATA U aBTOpedepaTa

ITo TemaTa Ha nucepranusara ca NpeACcTaBeHU Tpu Opost HayyHU myOiaukauuu. /e ca
nyOnMKyBaHM Ha OBJTAapCKU €3WK W €HAa Ha AHIJIMICKH. TemuTe Ha NyOIMKalUUTE €
CBbp3aHa ChC ChABPKAHUETO OT/AEIHU YaCTH HA AUCEPTALUOHHUS TPY.

[IpencraBenusT aBTopedepar 0OEKTUBHO OTpa3siBa CTPYKTypaTa U ChIbPKAHUETO HA
JycepTaLusTa.

6. Ipenopbku
[TpenopruBamM Ha TOKTOpAHTA Jia MPOABIDKH U3CIEABAaHHUATA CU 10 MpoldiIeMaTukaTa
U J1a MyOJIMKyBa Pe3yJITATUTE CH B IPECTUKHU HAYYHH U3IAHUSL.

7. 3axkiioueHue

N35105K€HOTO ChIABPIKAHUE, PE3YNTATUTE M HAYYHHUTE INPUHOCH, ChIBpXKAIIH CE B
nuceprauuoHHus Tpyd Ha CunBua TomoBa-3axapueBa, MU J1aBaT OCHOBAaHUE 3a CIICJHUTE
KOHCTaTalnuu:

° I[I/IcepTaHI/IOHHI/IflT Tpya € OAJIOCTHO, OPHUIMHAJIHO, KOMIUICKCHO, 3aBBPHICHO HAYYHO
u3cieBaHe Ha U3KJIFOUUTENTHO aKTyaJleH, pa3BHUBall] c€ U CI0XKEH Mpobiem;

e U3rpazneHa u NpuIOKEHA € OPUTMHAIIHA METOAOJOTNYECKA paMKa Ha U3CIEIBAHE, KOETO
€ TMO03BOJIMJIO Ha aBTOPA Ja ChbYeTae METOAU C Pa3IMYEH XapaKTep U Bb3MOXXKHOCTH U J1a
U3BeJIe 3HAYMMHU PEe3YJITaTH.

Ha ocHoBara Ha mpencTaBEeHUTE XapaKTEPUCTHKH, PE3YJITaTH M HAy4YHU I[PUHOCH,
ChAbpXKallyu C€ B AJUCCPTAMOHHHA TPYHA, OLCHABAM IIOJIOKHUTCIHO CBHABPXKAHUCTO MY.
IIpennaraM Ha yBa)kaeMHUTE YICHOBE Ha HAy4YHOTO JKypHU Ja IJlacyBaMe 3a NMPHUCHKIaHE Ha
oOpa3zoBaTenHaTa U HayyHaTa CTeNeH «IoKTop» mo 3.8. MlkoHOMMKa, TOKTOpCKa mporpaMa
,JIkoHOMUKa 1 ynpasieHue (arpoousnec) Ha CusBus [lerpoBa TomoBa-3axapueBa
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1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied in a doctoral program at the Department of Natural
Resources Economics, Faculty of Business of the UNWE in scientific specialty 3.8.
Economics, doctoral program "Economics and Management (Agribusiness) Order No.
1316/30.04.2025 of the Deputy Rector of the UNWE. The training was carried out in a free
form during the period April 2025 - March 2026

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation work

The manuscript submitted for review consists of 139 pages, including 130 pages of
main text and 9 pages of used literature. The list of literary sources includes 158 items in
Bulgarian and English.

Structurally, it consists of an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. The
dissertation successfully substantiates the relevance of the research. Based on a review of
previous research, the originality of the research is outlined in three aspects. This has allowed
to show what is new and different in the dissertation work.

The purpose of the research is to analyze the existing methodologies for assessing
competitiveness at the regional level, to assess their applicability for rural areas and to
develop and implement an adapted methodology for studying and assessing the
competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria. The thesis, object, subject and tasks of the
dissertation are skillfully presented labor.

Three hypotheses have been developed, linking regional competitiveness with the
development of sectors of the economy, diversification and added value in the agricultural
sector and natural and climatic conditions.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and scientific-applied results
The first chapter "Theoretical and methodological foundations for the analysis and
assessment of regional competitiveness™ contains three paragraphs. Based on the clarification



of the essence of regional competitiveness and the factors that determine it, the second
paragraph clarifies the approaches to assessing regional competitiveness. Different
assessment approaches, models, used localization indices, degree of specialization, etc. are
clarified. Special attention and high appreciation deserve the third paragraph "Model for
assessing the competitiveness of rural areas and the effects of their specialization”, in which
the author consistently presents the indices, variables in the model for assessing the
competitiveness of rural areas with their features and characteristics.

The second chapter is entitled “Rural areas in Bulgaria — definitions and
development”. The first paragraph “Rural areas — understanding and definitions” presents the
approaches, different definitions, problems and challenges faced by the regions. The next
paragraph is logically dedicated to the methodology of Eurostat and the OECD for defining
rural areas, as well as to the application of the OECD definition in Bulgaria. The last third
paragraph “Characteristics and features of the development of rural areas in Bulgaria,
determined according to the OECD methodology” includes an analysis of statistical data for
the 21 districts that are the subject of the study. The author’s attention is focused on
demographic characteristics and problems, the workforce, unemployment, wages, etc. The
level and changes in gross value added by economic sectors are analyzed.

The third chapter "Results and assessment of the competitiveness of rural areas in
Bulgaria" starts with a presentation of the methodological approach for assessing the
competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria (Figure 7) with its characteristics, requirements,
sequence, etc. In the next two paragraphs, the specialization of rural areas is determined
through the localization index and their competitiveness through the index of the same name.
This has allowed in the last paragraph to analyze the results of the complex assessment of the
specialization and competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria with the inclusion of four
indicators, summarized as variables in the groups of human resources, agriculture, industry
and services and innovation. In all analyses, data for 2011 and 2021 were used and the
changes and trends of the selected indicators for characterizing the development of rural
areas were compared.

The developed conclusion has the character of summarizing the results, and proves
the full confirmation of the first and third hypotheses and partial confirmation of the second.

4. Assessment of scientific and applied scientific contributions

The report on the contributions to a high degree presents the results of the dissertation
work. Of these, the nature of scientific and methodological contributions that enrich the
agrarian economic literature has:

» The developed quantitative model for measuring the regional competitiveness of
rural areas in Bulgaria at the district level (NUTS 3), in which the approach of Huovari,
Kangasharju & Alanen is integrated with the Localization Index and with the development of
an alternative option (RCI*), calculated relative to the average for rural areas only. This has
allowed for the simultaneous positioning of rural areas in the national context and
measurement of the internal differentiation between them, including the effect of their
specialization.

* The first comprehensive study was conducted, covering all 21 districts classified as
rural according to the OECD methodology, for a ten-year period (2011-2021). Three types of
development trajectories have been identified: areas with sustainable improvement; areas
without significant structural change; and areas with deterioration. It has been empirically
proven that specialization in agriculture is not sufficient for high regional competitiveness,



and structural backwardness in industry and services acts as a systemic limiting factor.

Practically applicable in nature are:

 The developed competitive profiles of rural areas, which can be used as a tool for
diagnosis and modeling of development.

» The developed scientifically based guidelines for a differentiated policy regarding
rural areas in Bulgaria. The formulated strategic guidelines are addressed to state and local
authorities, arguing the need for a territorially differentiated approach, consistent with the
specific potential, digital connectivity and the need to add value to the local economy. The
results can be used in the development of regional strategies, the programming of measures
under future rural development policies and the identification of priorities for territorially
targeted investments.

5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation and the abstract

Three scientific publications have been presented on the topic of the dissertation. Two
have been published in Bulgarian and one in English. The topics of the publications are
related to the content of individual parts of the dissertation work.

The presented abstract objectively reflects the structure and content of the
dissertation.

6. Recommendations
| recommend that the doctoral student continue her research on the issue and publish
her results in prestigious scientific publications.

7. Conclusion

The presented content, results and scientific contributions contained in the
dissertation work of Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva give me grounds for the following findings:

 The dissertation work is a comprehensive, original, complex, completed scientific
study of an extremely topical, developing and complex problem;

* An original methodological framework of research has been built and applied,
which has allowed the author to combine methods of different nature and capabilities and to
derive significant results.

Based on the presented characteristics, results and scientific contributions contained
in the dissertation work, | positively evaluate its content. | propose to the esteemed members
of the scientific jury to vote for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in
3.8. Economics, doctoral program "Economics and Management (Agribusiness) to Silvia
Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva

28.05.2026 / Sofia Signature: ...........ccveviiinnnnn.
(Prof. D.Sc. (Econ.) Julia Doitchinova



