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OTHOCHO: JUCEepTaLMOHEH TPYJ 3a NPUCHKIAHE HAa 00pa30BaTE/IHA U HAyyHa CTEIIEH
WJIOKTOP, mpodecronanHo HampapieHue 3.8 IKkoHOMHKa, TOKTOPCKA Iporpama
,YIkoHOMuKa u yrpasienue (Arpoousnec)“ B YHCC.

ABTop Ha nuceprauronHus Tpya: Cuisus [lerposa TomoBa-3axapueBa

Tema Ha TuCepTallMOHHUS TPY/I:

»OLIeHKA HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA HA ceJICKHTe pailonu B bbarapus“
OcHoeanue 3a Ipe/ICTaBsSHE Ha CTAHOBUIIIETO: YYacTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO KyPH 10
3alUTa Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPy chriacHo 3amoBeq Nel1143/28.04.2026 r. va Pexropa Ha
YHCC u [Ipotokon Ne 49 ot 04.05.2026 r. ot mbpBOTO 3acenanue Ha HXK.

1. Hudopmanus 3a qucepTranta

Huceprantst CunBusa TomoBa-3axapueBa ce € oOyuyaBaja Mo JOKTOpPCKa Mporpama
,JIkoHOMUKa U ynpaBieHue (ArpoOusnec)®, mpodecronanHo HanpapieHue 3.8 MkoHomuka
KbM KaTenpa ,JIkoHoMuka Ha npupogHute pecypeu®, busnec daxynrer na YHCC, karo e
IIpeMUHalIa pe3 pa3iIudHu GOpMH Ha 00ydeHue:!

- pPeAOBEH JOKTOpaHT c¢bC cpok MapT 2016-mapt 2023 (mpormycHaT Cpok € MpaBo Ha
3aIlNTa);

- JIOKTOpPAHT Ha CaMOCTOSTEIHA [TOATOTOBKA CpEIlly 3aIulaiate (ampui
2025-ampun 2026, 3amosex Nel316/30.04.2025 r. na 3am.-pektopa mo HUJ] na YHCC, ¢
Hay4eH pbpKoBoauTen nou. a1-p Mapus Ilenesa.

Cpennoto cu obpazoBanue 3aBbpiiBa B COY "Uean Baszog", 1yx10e3MK0OB Npopui B Tp.
Csore, a BHCIIETO - B YHHMBEPCHUTETa 3a HAIMOHAIHO M CBETOBHO CTOIIAHCTBO, Karelpa
,,JIKOHOMHKa Ha MPUPOJHUTE PECypCcH’, KaTO MOJyuyaBa CTENEHU OaKalaBbp U MarucTbp IO
MKOHOMUKA (ArpapeH OuzHec), cboTBeTHO npe3 2014 u 2015 .

2. O0ma xapakTepucTHKA HA NMPeACTaBeHHs] TUCEePTAHOHEH TPY/

JlucepTalluoHHUAT TPy € B 06em 139 c1p., ¢ Bximtouenu 24 tabaunu, 11 ¢urypu u 7 kapTu.
CpcToM ce OT yBOA, TpU IJIaBH, 3aKIOYEHME M CIHCBK C M3I0J3BaHA JIMTEpaTypa.
bubnuorpadusra BxitouBa 158 Obarapcku M 4YyXKIeCTpaHHH aBTOPH, MEKIYHApPOIHU
Hay4YHM ITyONIMKanuu, OQUIMATIHA CTPATETHYECKU JOKYMEHTH U MHCTUTYLIMOHAIHM JOKJIa/IH.

B nbpBa ruaBa - Teopemuko-memoOono2uyHu OCHO8U 34 aHAIU3 U OYEHKA Hda
pecuoHanHama  KOHKYPEeHmMOCHOoCcoOHocm  ce TPEeACTaBs TeopeTHYHaTa paMKa Ha
KOHIIETIIIMATA 3a perrmoHaiHa KoHKypeHTocnocoOHOCT (PK), kakTo u MeTomoimoruyeckus



WHCTPYMEHTapUyM 3a HEWHOTO wu3cienBaHe. JlehuHupa ce permoHaliHa/TEPUTOPUATHA
KOHKypeHTocrocooHocT!. Kato HeliHM KIIOUOBM TpPYNH JETEPMHHAHTH Ca H3BEICHH:
UHPPACTPYKTYpa, YOBEIIKH KAIllUTaJl, HHOBAIIMM M TEXHOJIOTUH, YIPABICHUE U TOJUTUKH,
WKOHOMHYECKAa JUBEPCU(PUKALNS, CKOJOTUYHA YCTOMYMBOCT U  COIHAIHO-KYJITYpHHU
(dhakTopm.

Oco0eH akIeHT € TIOCTaBEeH BBPXY JIBA OT TSIX - TEXHOJOTUYHHS Mporpec (MHOBAIMHUTE) H

YOBEIIKUS W W3CIIEOBATEICKA KaluTal KaTo OCHOBHU JBUTATEJIM HAa PETrHOHATHUS
WKOHOMHYECKHUS PACTEX/PECIl. Ha KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTTAa MPH €HAOTCHHHUTE MOJESIH Ha
passute (c. 38). Jlebunupano e onpenenennero 3a PK peeBaHTHO KbM CEJIICKUTE PaliOHU Y
Hac, KaKTo U n30paHusi MOJIeJT 32 HEroBara OlLIeHKa.

I'naBa Bropa: Cenckume pationu 6 Bvieapus — oepunuyus u pazsumue NpaBu Tperies Ha
pa3MYHUTE KOHLENIMH U METO/I0JIOTHH, M3MOJI3BaHM 32 AepUHUpaHe Ha ,,CEeICKH paifoHu"
OT pa3JIMYHHU EBPONCHCKH WHCTUTYIIUU U MEXIYHAPOTHH OPraHU3aIlMH, KOUTO ChYETaBaT
pa3IMYHU CTATUCTHYECKH, TEPUTOPUAIHU U JeMorpadcku kputepuu. OOscHSBA ce 3aIio
Brarapus npuema aeduHHINATA 32 CEICKH paiioH mo Metoposorusrta Ha OMCP (OECD) -
Ha HuUBO oOmact (NUTS 3), Thii KaTo MOYTH BCHUYKM OOIIMHU y HAC OTrOBapsT Ha
onpeneneaueto Ha OMCP 3a cencku paiioH, a umMeHHO - Ha HUBO obsact (NUTS 3) (c. 61-62;
65). Taka ot 28 obyacTu B cTpaHata, 21 ca cejcku paiioHH, 6 ca MEKJAMHHU U CaMO €IHA —
obomact Co¢usi e rpaacku paiioH. 3a MO-KOHKpETHa WIIOCTpalus Ha CHenuu(uKUTe Ha
CEJICKUTE PalilOHM Y HAC ca M3BEICHU HAKOU JeMOTrpad)CKU XapaKTEPUCTHKH, IPOCIEICHHU ca
CTPYKTYPHHUTE TPOMEHH B HACEJICHHETO OT mocienHutTe naBe [IpeOposiBaHMs, KaKTO H
JTMHAMHUKATa/TIPOMEHUTE B HSIKOU COLMAIHO-MKOHOMHYECKH IOKa3aTelu (razap Ha Tpyaa,
paboTHa cuiia, TOXON).

I'naBa Tpera: Pe3yimamu u oyenka Ha KOHKYPEHMOCNOCOOHOCMMA HA CeNCKUme paoHu &
bvneapus e emmupuyHO-pe3yNTaTHBHATa 4YacT Ha mgucepTanuoHHHus Tpya. CroOpa3HO
MPUIIOKEHUS MOJIEJ Ca M3BEAECHU 3 MKOHOMHYECKUTE MHICKCH: 1) MHIEKC Ha JIOKalIu3auus
3a TPUTE UKOHOMHUYECKH CEKTOpa (CeICKO CTONAaHCTBO, MHAYCTPUS U yCIIyrH); 2) MHaekca Ha
peruonanHa koukypenrocnocobHoct (RCI) u 3) unnekc Ha anrepHaruBHus Bapuant RCI*.
Komnosutausar RCI e u3uncien kato cpegHa apuTMETHYHA CTOMHOCT Ha YETUPUTE IpyNu
WHJMKATOpU ‘‘4OBEIIKM peCcypcHu, “CelCKO CTONAHCTBO, “UHAYCTPUSA U YCIyTH® H
“uHoBanuu’. O6061menuTe croiiHoct Ha RCI 3a Beska oT obnactute Ty Kiacupuuupa B TpH
kareropuu: pernonu ¢ norernuai (RCI > 90), passusanu ce perronu (RCI mexay 70 u 90)
u peruonu c¢ orpanundenus (RCI < 70) (c. 110-111) u naBa BB3MOKHOCT 3a CpaBHHUTENIEH
aHanu3 Mexay Tax (RCI*).

3. OueHka HA MOJyYeHHTE HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU Pe3yJITaTH

I/136paHaTa T€Ma Ha JucepranuAaATa € BHUHAru akKTyajiHa, HOpeABUA TOBa, UYC
KOHKypeHTOCHOCO6HOCTTa ¢ MOTOPBHT 34 HUKOHOMHYCCKO H COLNHUAIHO pPA3BUTHC U

1 ABTOpKaTa HM3I10J3Ba ABETE ONPEACICHUA KATO CHHOHUMM.



npocrepurer B cBoOoaHute oOmiectBa. CenckuTe palloOHM ca IOBeYe WM MO-MalKo
axujecoBara Iera B MOJIEPHHUTE OOIIECTBAa, KbJETO LIeNTa € Te Ja ObJaT ChbXpaHEHH, HO U
U3BEICHU OT TPATUIMOHHHUA 32 TSAX OTPAchi — CEJICKO CTOMAHCTBO, Ja CE€ MHTETPUpPAT B
HAI[MOHATTHUTE U TJI00aTHaTa NKOHOMHUKA.

Cunsus TomoBa-3axaprueBa WMa KPUTHYEH MOTJIC]] M aHAJTUTHYEH TOJXO/ [10 OTHOIIICHUE HA
pa3IMYeHUTE METOIU 3a OlleHKa/u3MepBaHe Ha PK, kaTro ce onmuTBa Ja MPHIIOKH TO3U METO/I,
KOWTO Hai-100pe Ou OTroBOpWII/OM ce ajanTupal KbM CHelH(pHUKaTa HA TEPUTOPHATHOTO
o0ocobsiBaHe Ha ,,CEJICKH PaliOH" B cTpaHaTa, a MMEHHO - Ha HuBO obsact (NUTS 3).
JIOKTOpaHTBT apryMeHTUpPAHO U IOCIIEJOBATEIHO Mpuiara M30paHus METOJ, MOsICHSIBA
MpUETUTE OTPAaHUYCHHUS HA aHaJu3a, KaTo ce 0a3upa Ha HATMYHUTE HAACKIHHU JAHHU, KOUTO
yMEJI0 U KOPEKTHO 00paboTBa.

B Tpera riiaBa Haii-SICHO c€ BHK/1a aBTOPCTBOTO B HAYYHO-TIIPHIIOKHUTE PE3YJITaTH, Hall-Be4e
B CaMOCTOSITEIHOTO BTOPHUYHO OOpa0OTBaHE HAa TOJIEMU MACHBH OT JAaHHU W HAIPABEHUTE
W3YUCIICHHUS OT JIOKTOpPAHTa Ha OTICITHUTE MHJIEKCH, KOUTO apryMEHTHPAHO aHAJIWTHYHO W
BH3YaJTHO BEpPUPHUIMPAT TOCTABEHUTE IIEJ, 3aJa4ydl M XHUIIOTE3W Ha H3CIICIBAHETO.
CpaBHUTEIHUAT aHAIU3 M THPCEHETO HA BPB3KUM U B3aMMO3aBUCUMOCTH MEX]IY OTIEIHU
CEeKTOpY Ha MKOHOMHKATA, TOKA3aTeNU OT PAa3IMyeH MOPSIBK U JIp. U MATEMaTUYECKOTO UM
npeoOpa3yBaHe B MHOTOKOMIIOHEHTHH HMHAWKATOPH HW3[UTa aHAIU3BT B JIUCEPTALMOHHUS
TPYI A0 KaueCTBEHU HAYUYHO-TIPHIIOKHU pe3ynTaTu. 3BrnedueHnTe HOBU arperupaHu JaHHU
MoOrarT Jia IMociy’kaT 3a 0a3a 3a B3eMaHe Ha YIPABJICHCKU PEIICHUs, U3TOTBSIHE HAa CTPATErHU
Y KOHKPETHU MEPKH B PETHOHAJICH IIJIaH, 3aCHJIBAHE Ha KOHKYPSHTHOCTTA MEXKIY OTIACITHUTE
palloHM KaTo ce U3IMOI3BAT HAIMYHUTE KAaUTeT U TIOTEHIIUAIH OT PECYPCH.

Karo msuto menta m KOHKPETHHUTE 3aJla4dl Ca W3MBJIHCHU. E3WKBT M CTHTBT Ha MHCaHE ca
aKaJeMUYHU, TE3UTE Ca SICHO apTUKYJIUPAHU M JIOTUYCCKU H3JIOKCHH, CIA3eHU Ca BCHYKU
W3UCKBAaHUS 3a [UTUPaHEe, WIIOCTPATUBHUAT MaTepual € TMPWICKHO TMPUIOKEH U
aHaAIIM3UPaH.

4. OueHka Ha HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH MPHUHOCH

N30paHusaT moaxoq M METOJ € MHOBAaTHBEH M KaTo LSO OTYUTAM aBTOPCKUS MPUHOC U
3a1bI00YEHUsT TPYZ, MOJIOKEH OT JUCepTaHTa MpU NpPUIIaTaHETO MY W Haii-Bede Ipu
HalnpaBeHUTE BTOPUYHU 00pabOTKa, MHTEPIPETALMU U CPABHUTENICH aHAJIU3 Ha JaHHUTE ChC
CbOTBETHUTE 0000IIEHUS. ATaNTUPAHUAT U 10000raTeH KOJHYeCTBEH MOJIeJI 32 OlIeHKa Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa MO reorpagcku oOXBaT ce OKa3Ba IbPBO H3CIIEIBaHE, KOETO
oOXBalla BCUYKH CEJICKM paiioHM Ha crtpaHata Ha HuBO oOmact (NUTS3) um mosBoinsiBa
CpaBHMTEJICH aHallM3 M U3BEXJaHe Ha AMHAMHMKaTa M TEHACHIMHUTE KaKTO Ha HaIlMOHAJHO,
Taka ¥ Ha PErMOHAJIHO PaBHHUIIIE.

B emnupuueH mian BropuyHaTta 00paboTKa Ha ChIIECTBYBAIIMTE IaHHU U arperupaHeTo UM
B CpaBHUTEJEH Cpe3 € COOCTBEH HAy4YHO-aHAJMTUYEH NPHUHOC Ha JAHMCEpPTaHTa KaKTO B
MHTEPIPETUPAHETO HA TE3U AAHHHU, TaKa U B U3BOANUTE OT aHAJIM3a Ha MPOLIECH U PETUOHAIIHU
crnenn(UKU Ha ChILECTBYBAIIUTE PECYPCH.



be3cnopHo ca HaiMne W HAYYHO-NPWJIOKHM IPHHOCH B JUCEPTAllMOHHUA TpyA. B
IPWIOKEH acCIeKT, pPe3yJATaTUTe OT KOMIUIEKCHAaTa OLIGHKAa Ha CIEeNHUAIN3alusiTa,
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa W IOTEHIMaja 3a pa3BUTHE Ha CEJICKUTE pAallOHM B CTpaHara
MPEJOCTaBsAT OCHOBa 3a (QopMynHpaHe Ha AU(EpPeHLUPAHU TMPETNOPbKU 3a MOJUTHUKH,
YOPABICHCKU PELIEHUS M MEpPKH, OTYMUTALIM KOHKPETHHUTE PECYpCH, IPEIUMCTBAa U
MPEIU3BUKATEIICTBA HAa OTACITHUTE PAOHHU 32 TSIXHOTO OBJICIIO YCTOHYHMBO pa3BUTHE.

5. Ouenka Ha Ny0JTUKAIMUTE MO JUCEPTANUATA

JIOKTOpaHTKaTa UMa TPU HAY4YHH MyOJIMKAIMH, CBbP3aHU C AMCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYA U TPHUTE
ca Ha aHIVIMMCKU €3MK U JOCTBIIHM B €JIEKTpOHHA cpena. Cuuram, 4ye IyOauKaluuTe KbM
TeMaTa ca TBBbPAC OTPAHUYCHH, IMPEIBH] IBJITOTO BpeMe, Ipe3 KOeTo € pa3paboTBaiia
npobyiema, a TemaTa i e jocta ,,0arogapHa‘ 3a myOJIMKyBaHe Ha CErMCHTHPAHHW YacTH OT
M3CJICIBAHCTO MMEHHO B PErHMOHAJICH acCIeKT, 3a CPAaBHUTCIIHU aHAJIM3H BBTPE MEKIY
OT/ICJHU (JOPU KOHTPACTHU B KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA CH) CEJICKU PailOHH.

6. Ounenka Ha aBTOpedeparta

ABtopedeparsT € B 00eM oT 37 CTp. ¥ 10 CTPYKTypa € 0OPMEH ChITACHO U3NCKBAHUATA Ha
YHCC. CpabppkaHueTo My BKIIOYBA O0IA XapakTEpUCTHKA HA JHCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA U
MPEJCTaBsS KPATKO ChIbp)KaHUE HA HAal-BaKHUTE €JIEMEHTH OT TPUTE TJIaBHU U 3aKIIFOYCHUETO
Ha JaucepTauuoHHHuA TpyA. ChIbpKAHUETO My OTpa3siBa Hai-ChIIECTBEHHTE MOMEHTH OT
U3CIIEIBAHETO, OHATJICJICHH HAJIS)KHO, KaKTO M CIIpaBKa 3a MPHHOCUTE HAa pa3padoTKaTa u
nyOJIMKauy 1Mo temara. ABTopedepaThT HA'BJIHO OTTOBaps Ha HAIIMOHAIHUTE 3aKOHOBH U
aKaJIeMUYHH M3MCKBAaHUS 3a MPUA0OMBaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTeliHa U HayYHa CTETeH ,,JOKTOP™.

7. Kputnunm 6eie:KKHU, NPenopbKH U BLIIPOCH

Cp3HaBaM TPYJHOCTTA, IPEJ] KOATO € Ouila u3lpaBeHa JOKTOpAaHTKaTa MpeBU/I JIMIIcaTa Win
HEN'BJIHOTaTa Ha HAIMYHU AJEKBAaTHU arperupaHd WM  [O-ONepaldoHAIN3UpaHU
CTaTUCTUYECKU WIM JIPYTH JIaHHU B TEPUTOPHAJIEH Cpe3, KOMTO Aa ObAAT M3MOJI3BAHU 3a
aHaJIM3 MO TeMmaTa. 3aToBa IMpUEMaM BCUYKU YCJIOBHOCTH/OTpaHMUYEHUS U paBHUILE Ha
aHaJIM3, KOMTO AaBTOpKaTa € 3ajJioKuja B aHAJIMTUYHATA 4YacT, NpuiIaraiku u30paHus
TeopetnyeH mMozen. Ho Bce mak u300psT 3a ,,cesicku pailon* Ha HuBO obsact (NUTS 3) npu
CEJIeKTHpAaHUTE YeTUpU (MHaue Oa3MCHH) MHAMKATOPH HA aHAIW3, M3KPHUBSBAT B HEMajKa
CTEIEeH JICHCTBUTENIHOTO CBhCTOSTHHE Ha Jie (haKTo/pealHuTe CEJICKU OOIIHOCTH, KOUTO HUE
u3cienoBarenure, no kiacudukanus Ha EC, uznon3Bame Ha HUBO ,,CeNICKA OOIMHA UM T.H.
LAU'. 3amoTo scHO ce BHXKIA OT TaGil. 6, 4e BbB BCHYKH OBIACTH WHIYCTPUATA € BOJEII
CEKTOp, HO BeYe IMpH H3YUCIABAHETO HA HMHJAEKCAa Ha JIOKaJIHM3alUs SCHO CE OTKpOSBAT
pa3nuuuaTa IMO-OTACIIHUTE CEKTOPU, B Pa3IMYHHUTE ,,CEJCKU 00JacTH, KOETO IMpaBU
aHaAJIM3bT JbJIOOYMHEH U Ka4YeCTBEH JIOpU Ha TOBA HUBO.

bux monuTana kak aBTOPBT CU OOSICHSBA MOBHIIaBaHE HA CTOMHOCTHTE Ha MHAeKca Ha PK
npe3 2021 r. u mpeMuHaBaHeTO Ha oOnacTH KaTo Buaun m MoHTaHa KbM KaTeropusi Ha
,,Pa3BHUBAaIlll C€ PETUOHU ", a IPYT'H PalilOHU C O-BUCOKU CTOMHOCTH Ha BOJAELIM MHAUKATOPH



(Byprac, Crapa 3aropa, biaroesrpan u ap.) ocraBar B ,,3aCTOI‘ MIIM IIPEMUHABAT B rpyrara
Ha Te3M ¢ HamajeH uuaekc Ha PK (kapra Ne 6 u tabnuia Ne 22)? Kaksu mporecu, hakTopu u
OPUYAHE CTOSIT 3a] Te3M KOHCTATalluh, Jand (CamM0) MKOHOMHYECKH, COIHO-KYJITYpPHH,
UHQPACTPYKTYPHU WU IPYTH JETEPMUHAHTH MPEISITCTBAT OBICHIOTO UM Pa3BUTHE, PECIL.
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA UM B IIIUPOK CMHUCHIT?

Karo 3a0enexka KbM JHCEpPTaHTa € JMIICaTa Ha 0030p Ha JUTepaTypara M TMPEeIXOdHU
U3CIEBAaHMs, KOETO € 3aJBDKUTENICH aTpuOyT Ha €IuH AMCepTaluoHeH Tpyna. Temara e
JI0CTa eKCII0aTupaHa, 0COOEHO B HKOHOMUYecKaTa 00JIacT U eIMH KPUTUYEH Mperiies/o030p
Ha BeEYE HANpPaBEHHUTE H3CIeABaHUS OW OTKpOWJ HOBaTa HaydHa HUIIA, KOSTO TOBA
Mpoy4BaHe O 3aIbJIHUIIO.

8. 3axiiouenue

HampaBenute KomMeHTapyu U TIOCTaBEHUTE BBIPOCH, HE BIUAAT HA KaTETOPUYHO
MOJIOKUTETHATA MM OIICHKa 3a IMPEACTaBeHUs IUCEpTallMOHeH Tpyld. B 3akiroueHue,
MpeJicTaBeHaTa HayyHa pa3paboTka € CaMOCTOSTENHO, 3aBbPIUICHO  H3CIEBaHe,
MPUTEKABAIO0 HEOOXOAMMAaTa aKTyaJHOCT, HAyYHU M HAay4YHO-TIPUJIOKHU MPUHOCH, 3aTOBA
yOeneHo 1ie riacyBam ,,3A* NpUCHKIAHETO Ha 00pa3oBaTENIHO-HAy4YHa CTEIeH ,,JlokTop”
Ha Cuusus IlerpoBa TomoBa-3axapueBa, kaTo mpejaiaraMm Ha ujaeHoBere Ha HaywyHoro
KYPHU J1a TIOJKPETISAT MOSITA MOJOKUATETHA OIICHKA.

30.06.2026 r. / Codus TIOAIUC: «ooveeee e
(momt. 1-p Mapwuana J[paranona)

" 3a 1a OTrOBOpPM HAa THPCEHETO HA CTATHCTHKA HA MECTHO HHMBO, EBpOCTAaT MOIbpXka CHCTEMa OT MECTHH
apmuaucTpatuBHu equannu (LAU), ceBmectimu ¢ NUTS. Te3u LAU ca rpagusaute enementd Ha NUTS u
BKJIIOUBaT oOImIMHHUTE M MankuTe HaceneHu mecta (https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-
units).



https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units
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1. Information about the PhD Candidate

The PhD candidate, Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva, has been studying in the doctoral program
“Economics and Management (Agribusiness)” within Professional Field 3.8 Economics at
the Department of “Economics of Natural Resources,” Business Faculty of the UNWE,
having completed various forms of doctoral training:
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with right to defend the dissertation);
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in Economics (Agribusiness) in 2014 and 2015, respectively.

2. General Characteristics of the Submitted Dissertation

The dissertation comprises 139 pages and includes 24 tables, 11 figures, and 7 maps. It
consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and a list of references. The
bibliography includes 158 Bulgarian and foreign authors, international scientific
publications, official strategic documents, and institutional reports.

In the first chapter, “Theoretical and Methodological Foundations for the Analysis and
Assessment of Regional Competitiveness,” the theoretical framework of the concept of
regional competitiveness (RC) is presented, together with the methodological tools for its



study. Regional/territorial competitiveness is defined®. The following key groups of
determinants are identified: infrastructure, human capital, innovation and technology,
governance and policies, economic diversification, environmental sustainability, and socio-
cultural factors.

Particular emphasis is placed on two of these determinants — technological progress
(innovation) and human and research capital — as the main drivers of regional economic
growth and, respectively, competitiveness within endogenous development models (p. 38). A
definition of RC relevant to rural areas in Bulgaria is formulated, as well as the selected
model for its assessment.

Chapter Two, “Rural Areas in Bulgaria — Definition and Development,” reviews the various
concepts and methodologies used to define “rural areas” by different European institutions
and international organizations, which combine different statistical, territorial, and
demographic criteria. It is explained why Bulgaria adopts the definition of a rural area
according to the methodology of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) — at the regional level (NUTS 3) - namely because almost all
municipalities in Bulgaria meet the OECD definition of a rural area at the regional (NUTS 3)
level (pp. 61-62; 65). Thus, out of the 28 regions in the country, 21 are classified as rural
regions, 6 as intermediate regions, and only one — the Sofia region — as an urban region.
For a more specific illustration of the characteristics of rural areas in Bulgaria, several
demographic features are outlined, structural changes in the population based on the last two
censuses are traced, and the dynamics/changes in certain socio-economic indicators (labour
market, workforce, and income levels) are analysed.

Chapter Three, “Results and Assessment of the Competitiveness of Rural Areas in
Bulgaria,” constitutes the empirical and analytical part of the dissertation. In accordance with
the applied model, three economic indices are developed: 1) a localization index for the three
economic sectors (agriculture, industry, and services); 2) the Regional Competitiveness Index
(RCI); and 3) the index of the alternative RCI* model. The composite RCI is calculated as
the arithmetic mean of four groups of indicators: “human resources,” “agriculture,” “industry
and services,” and “innovation.” The aggregated RCI values for each region classify them
into three categories: regions with potential (RCI > 90), developing regions (RCI between 70
and 90), and regions with constraints (RCI < 70) (pp. 110-111), thereby enabling
comparative analysis among them (RCI*).

3. Evaluation of the Obtained Scientific and Applied Research Results

The chosen dissertation topic is consistently relevant, given that competitiveness is the
driving force behind economic and social development and prosperity in free societies. Rural
areas are more or less the Achilles’ heel of modern societies, where the objective is both to
preserve them and to move them beyond their traditional dependence on agriculture,
integrating them into the national and global economy.

Silvia Tomova-Zaharieva demonstrates a critical perspective and an analytical approach
toward the various methods used to assess/measure regional competitiveness (RC), seeking
to apply the method that would best correspond to and adapt to the specific territorial
differentiation of a “rural area” in the country, namely at the regional (NUTS 3) level. The
doctoral student applies the selected method in a well-reasoned and consistent manner,

! The author uses the two terms synonymously.



clearly explaining the accepted limitations of the analysis. The study is based on reliable
available data, which are processed skilfully and correctly.

In the third chapter, the author's contribution to the scientific and applied research results is
most clearly seen, particularly in the independent secondary processing of large datasets and
the calculations of the individual indices carried out by the doctoral candidate. These
calculations analytically and visually verify, in a well-reasoned manner, the objectives, tasks,
and hypotheses of the study. The comparative analysis and the exploration of relationships
and interdependencies among different sectors of the economy, indicators of varying orders,
and their mathematical transformation into multi-component indicators elevate the analysis to
the level of high-quality scientific and applied research results. The newly derived
aggregated data can serve as a valuable basis for managerial decision-making, the
development of strategies and specific regional policy measures, and the enhancement of
competitiveness among different regions through the effective utilization of their existing
capacities and resource potentials.

Overall, the research objective and the specific tasks of the dissertation have been
successfully accomplished.

The language and writing style are academic, the arguments are clearly articulated and
logically presented, all citation requirements have been met, and the illustrative material has
been carefully incorporated and thoroughly analyzed.

4. Evaluation of the Scientific and Applied Scientific Contributions
The selected approach and methodology are innovative, and overall, | acknowledge the
author’s contribution and the extensive effort invested in their application, particularly in the
secondary processing, interpretation, and comparative analysis of the data, as well as with the
relevant conclusions. The adapted and further enhanced quantitative model for assessing
competitiveness by geographical scope represents the first study to cover all rural regions of
the country at the NUTS 3 level. It enables comparative analysis and the identification of the
dynamics and trends at both the national and regional levels.
From an empirical perspective, the secondary processing of existing data and its aggregation
into a comparative analytical framework constitute an original scientific and analytical
contribution of the PhD candidate, both in the interpretation of these data and in the
conclusions drawn from the analysis of regional processes and the specific characteristics of
existing resources.
There are undoubtedly also significant applied scientific contributions in the dissertation.
From a practical perspective, the results of the comprehensive assessment of the
specialization, competitiveness, and development potential of the country's rural regions
provide a basis for formulating differentiated policy recommendations, management
decisions, and measures taking into account the specific resources, advantages, and
challenges of individual regions, thereby supporting their future sustainable development.

5. Assessment of the Publications Related to the Dissertation

The PhD candidate has three scientific publications related to the dissertation, all of which
are in English and available electronically. In my opinion, the number of publications on the



topic is rather limited, considering the long period during which the research problem was
developed. Moreover, the topic itself is particularly suitable for publishing segmented parts
of the research, especially from a regional perspective and including comparative analyses
among individual rural areas, even those exhibiting contrasting levels of competitiveness.

6. Assessment of the Abstract

The dissertation abstract comprises 37 pages and is structured in accordance with the
requirements of the UNWE. Its content includes a general overview of the dissertation and
presents a concise summary of the most important elements of the three chapters and the
conclusion of the dissertation. The abstract reflects the most significant aspects of the
research, appropriately illustrated, and also includes a statement of the scientific
contributions of the study and a list of publications related to the topic. The abstract fully
complies with the national legal and academic requirements for the award of the educational
and scientific degree of “Doctor”.

7. Critical Remarks, Recommendations, and Questions
| am aware of the difficulties PhD candidate faced due to the lack or incompleteness of
adequate aggregated or more operationalized statistical and other data at the territorial level
that could be used for analysis of the topic. Therefore, | accept all assumptions, limitations,
and the level of analysis adopted by the author in the analytical part of the dissertation while
applying the selected theoretical model. However, the choice of defining a “rural area” at the
regional (NUTS 3) level, together with the four selected (otherwise basic) indicators used in
the analysis, distorts to a considerable extent the actual situation of the de facto rural
communities. According to the EU classification, researchers typically examine these
communities at the level of “rural municipalities” or the so-called LAU (Local
Administrative Units) level. Because it is clearly seen from Table 6 that in all areas industry
is the leading sector, but when calculating the localization index, the differences between
individual sectors, in the different "rural” areas, are clearly highlighted, which makes the
analysis in-depth and qualitative even at this level.
I would ask how the author explains the increase in the values of the Regional
Competitiveness (RC) Index in 2021 and the transition of regions such as Vidin and Montana
into the category of “Developing Regions,” while other regions with higher values of leading
indicators (Burgas, Stara Zagora, Blagoevgrad, etc.) remain in “stagnation” or move into the
group with a declining RC Index (Map No. 6 and Table No. 22). What processes, factors, and
reasons underlie these findings? Are future development and, respectively, competitiveness
in the broader sense being hindered by (purely) economic, socio-cultural, infrastructural, or
other determinants?
As a critical remark to the doctoral student, 1 would point out the absence of a literature
review and an overview of previous research, which is a mandatory component of a
dissertation. The topic has been extensively studied, particularly within the field of
economics, and a critical review of existing research would have helped to identify the
specific scientific gap that this study would fill.



8. Conclusion

The comments made and the questions raised do not affect my unequivocally positive
evaluation of the presented dissertation. In conclusion, the submitted research is an
independent and complete study that demonstrates the necessary relevance, as well as
significant scientific and applied research contributions. Therefore, | will confidently vote
"FOR™" awarding the scientific degree awarding the educational and scientific degree of
Doctor (PhD) to Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva. | also encourage the members of the
Scientific Jury to support my positive assessment.

Signature:

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariana Draganova)
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