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,/IKOHOMHKa © yrpaBjeHue (arpoOu3Hec)”, YHHUBEPCUTET 3a HAIMOHAIHO U CBETOBHO
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OcHnosanue 3a npeocmagsane HA CMAHOBUWIEMO. Yy4acTue B cbhcTaBa Ha HayuHo xypwu,
yTBBpAeHO cbc 3amoBex No 1143/28.04.2026 r. Ha 3aMecTHHK-pEKTOpa IO
Hay4yHoM3cieaoBarenckara qeinoct Ha Y HCC.

Aemop na oucepmayuonnun mpyo. Cunsus I[letpoBa TomoBa-3axapuena

Tema na oucepmauyuonnus mpyo. ,,OlCHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha CEJICKUTE

paiionu B bearapus®.

|. Uudopmanusi 32 JOKTOPAHTA

JloxtopantbT CunBus IlerpoBa TomoBa-3axapmeBa € 3aumcieHa cbC 3amoBen Ne
1316/30.04.2025 r. na Pektopa Ha YHHBepcUTETa 32 HAIIMOHAIHO U CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO B
JOKTOPAHTYypa Ha CaMOCTOSITEJIHA MOATOTOBKA CPEIly 3aIllalllaHe 1Mo JOKTOPCKa MporpamMa
,/IKOHOMHKa U ympaBieHue (arpobusHec)”, mnpodecuoHasHO HampaBieHue 3.8.
,/IKOHOMHKa*, KbM Karenpa ,JllkoHomMuka Ha mnpupoanute pecypcu. CpoKbT Ha
MOATOTOBKAaTa € OMNpeJeieH Ha MeT roAuHu, cuutaHo ot 22.04.2025 r. go 22.04.2030 r.
Hayden ppkoBouTEN HA NOKTOpaHTa € aou. 1-p Mapusa Mapunosa Ilenesa.

[ToaroroBkaTa € OChIECTBEHAa B 00JIaCT Ha BUCHIETO oOpazoBanme 3. ,,ComnmainHu,
CTOTIAaHCKH W TIPaBHU HAYKU' TPH ClMa3BaHEe HA HOPMATUBHUTE M3MCKBAaHMS HAa 3aKOHa 3a
pa3BUTHE Ha akaJeMU4HHUs cbcTaB B PemyOnuka boearapus, [lpaBunHuka 3a HETOBOTO

npuiarade U Bprpemnure npasuia Ha YHCC.



JIOKTOpaHTHT € MpUA00MIT 00pa30oBaTEIHO-KBATM(UKAIIMOHHA CTEIEH ,,0aKaIaBbp ™ 1Mo
CIEIUATTHOCT ,,ATpapeH OuzHec™ U 00pa3oBaTeIHO-KBAIM(PUKAIIMOHHA CTETIEH ,,MarucThp‘
no ,ArpapeH OusHec” B VYHUBEpPCUTETa 3a HALMOHAJIHO M CBETOBHO CTOMNAHCTBO.
AkagemMuyHaTa TMOATrOTOBKAa Ha KaHIWJIaTa € B CHOTBETCTBUE C TEMaTWKaTa Ha
JTUCEePTAMOHHUS TPYl M OCUTYpsiBa HEOOXOAMMAaTa TEOPETUYHA OCHOBA 3a MPOBEXKIaHE Ha
Hay4yHO H3CJeABaHE B 00JacTTa Ha arpapHara MKOHOMHKAa M PAa3BUTHUETO HA CEJICKHUTE
paioHu.

[IpodecronanHUAT ONMUT HaA JIOKTOpAHTAa € CBBbpP3aH OCHOBHO CBHC CUETOBOJHA U
aaiMHHHMCTpaTUBHA JeiHocT. [lpeactaBeHata aBroOuorpadus cChbIbpKa JaHHU U 34
MPOBEJIEHN CTAXKOBE W MPAKTUKU B MyOJIMYHUSA CEKTOp M B cepara Ha YIpaBICHHETO Ha
MPOEKTH, KOUTO JTOMBJBAT MpodecuoHanHus Npoduil Ha KaHI11aTa.

[IpencraBeHuTe JOKYMEHTH IO IpoOLEAypaTa JaBaT OCHOBAaHUE Ja C€ IpHEME, ye
JOKTOPAaHTBT  MpuUTEXkaBa HeoOXoIuWMara TMOATOTOBKAa 3a  pa3pabOTBaHETO  Ha

JUCEepTallMOHEH TPyl O U30paHaTa npobiieMaTrKa.

1. O6u10 npecTaBsiHe HA TMCEPTANUOHHUS TPY/

Hucepranmonnusat tpyn Ha CunBus IlerpoBa TomoBa-3axapueBa € NOCBETEH Ha
aKTyaJIeH W 3HauuM MpoOJjeM, CBBbp3aH C OIIEHKaTa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
cesnickute pailonn B bearapus. Temara e ocoOeHO BakHa B KOHTEKCTa Ha HapacTBAIIUTE
pa3nuuusi B COUMAIHO-UKOHOMHUYECKOTO  pa3BUTHE HA  OTICJIHUTE  PETHOHH,
HE0OXO0IMMOCTTa OT €(heKTHUBHO M3IOJI3BAHE HA PECYPCUTE M MPHUJIATAaHETO HA TOJUTUKU 32
YCTOMYHMBO PA3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE PANOHU.

AKTyaJIHOCTTa Ha H3CJEABAaHETO ce 00yciaBs OT poJiATa Ha CEJICKUTE palloOHU 3a
MKOHOMHMYECKOTO, COLUMAIIHOTO U TEPUTOPUAIHOTO Pa3BUTHUE HAa CTpaHaTa, KakKToO U OT
HEOOXOAUMOCTTa OT pa3paboTBaHE Ha HAACKIHU TOAXOAM 3a OICHKAa Ha TIXHATa
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT. B ycioBusiTa Ha TMHAMHUYHA UKOHOMHUYECKA Cpeia ¥ MPOMEHSIIH
ce moauTuku Ha EBpomeilckusi cbio3, BBIIPOCUTE, CBHP3aHU C PA3BUTHETO HA CEJICKUTE
palioHu, MpUIOOMBAT BCE MO-TOJIsIMA 3HAYMMOCT KaKTO 3a Hay4yHaTa TEOpHs, Taka W 3a
yIIpaBJICHCKaTa MPaKTHKa.

JlucepTalluoHHUSAT TPy € CTPYKTYpHUpaH B YBOJ, TPU IJIaBH, 3aKJIIOUEHHUE, CIIUCHK Ha
W3MOJI3BaHaTa JuTepaTypa u npuioxkenus. B yBona ca dopmynupanu o0eKTHT, IPEAMETHT,

neiara, 3a4a4uTe, U3CJICA0BaATCIICKAaTa TC3a U XHUIIOTC3UTC Ha U3CICABAHCTO, KAaTO € HAJIUIIC



nobpa Jmormdyecka OOBBP3aHOCT MEXKIY IMOCTAaBEHUTE W3CIENOBATENCKA 33Jaydl U
CTPYKTyparta Ha pa3paboTkaTa.

B mppBa rnaBa ca pasriegaHu TEOPETHYHUTE ACTIEKTH HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA U
0COOCHOCTUTE Ha CEJICKUTE PallOHM KaTo 00EKT Ha MKOHOMUYECKH aHaiu3. [IpeacraBenu ca
OCHOBHH KOHIICTIIIMH, TOAXOIM M METOIM 3a HW3CJeIBaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTA,
KaKTO U CHIIECTBYBAIM MOJICIH 3a HEHOTO M3MEPBaHE.

Bropa riaBa e mocBeTeHa Ha pa3pabOTBAaHETO Ha METOAMYECKH MOAXOJ 3a OICHKA Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCITIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKHTE pailoHW. ABTOPBHT ajamnTHpa W MpUiiara MoJen 3a
OllCHKa Ha KOHKypeHTocmocoOHocTTa Ha HMBO NUTS 3, karo oOocHoBaBa u3bopa Ha
MOKa3aTelId ¥ U3TPaKa CUCTEMA 32 CPABHUTEIICH aHAIM3 MEXTy OTACIHUTE paiioHU.

Tperata riaBa uma moaYepPTaHO MPUIIOKEH XapakTep. B Hes € u3BbpIieHa OIleHKa Ha
KOHKYpPEHTOCITOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHW B bbarapus 3a w3cineaBaHus TEPHUO,
aHAJIM3UPaHU ca Pe3yJTaTHTe U ca (GOPMYJIUPAHU W3BOAM M NPEHOPHKH, HACOUCHU KbM
MoT00psIBaHE HA MOJIMTUKUTE W MMPAKTUKHUTE 32 PA3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE PAOHHU.

B 3akiroueHmeTo ca CHUCTEeMAaTH3WpaHH OCHOBHHUTE pE3yNTaTH OT MPOBEIACHOTO
u3cienBaHe U ca (OpMYJIUpPaHU HW3BOAHM, KOUTO KOPECIOHAMPAT C IOCTaBeHATa e H
MOTBBPXKAABAT MPAKTHUECKATA MTPHIIOKUMOCT Ha pa3pabOTECHHSI TOIXO.

Karo usanmo aucepTaninoOHHUAT TPYJ MPEACTaBIIsBA 3aBBPIICHO HAYYHO HM3CIE/IBAHE C
SICHO M3pa3eHa MpaKkTUYecKa HACOYEHOCT, T00pa JIOTUYECKa MOCIe0BATETHOCT U aKTyalHa

npo0ieMarrka, CbOTBETCTBAIllA HA Hay4yHaTa 00JacT U JOKTOpCKaTa rporpama.

I11. Ilpenenka Ha ¢gopmaTa U CbABPKAHNETO HA TUCEPTAIUOHHUS TPYI

[IpencraBeHusIT AUCEPTALIMOHEH TPy € pa3pabOTeH B CHOTBETCTBUE C M3UCKBAHUSATA
3a mpuaoOuMBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTeNHaTa M Hay4yHa CTENeH ,,JOKTOpP® W OTroBaps Ha
HOPMaTUBHUTE M3MCKBAaHUS Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJeMUYHUs ChCcTaB B PemyOmuka
bovarapus, [IpaBuiHuKa 3a HETOBOTO MpHUJIaraHe W BBTPEIIHATa HOPMAaTHUBHA ypenda Ha
VYHuBepcuTeTa 32 HAIlMOHATHO W CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO.

JlucepTalluOHHUAT TPYA € MOCBETEH Ha aKTyalleH HayudeH W TMPUIIOKEH Mpoliem,
CBBbp3aH C OIEHKAaTa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CeJICKUTe palloHu B bbarapus.
3HaUYMMOCTTA Ha TeMaTa MPOU3TUYA OT HEOOXOJUMOCTTA OT MO-3aIhJIO0YEHO MMO3HABAHE HA
(dakTopuTe, ONpeACIISIIM Pa3BUTHETO HA CEJICKUTE PaliOHU, KAKTO U OT HEOOXOMMOCTTA OT

pa3paboTBaHe Ha HAJEKIHU MHCTPYMEHTH 3a TsAXHATa CpaBHUTENIHA OLIEHKA. B ycroBusiTa



Ha 33J1bJI00YaBAIlM CE€ PETUOHATHU PA3IMUMs U HAPACTBAIM M3UCKBAHUS KbM MOTUTUKUTE
32 YCTOMYMBO pa3BUTHE Ha CEJICKHTE PaliOHU MOJOOHU M3CIIEBAaHUS UMAT CHIIECTBEHO
3HaUYE€HHE KAaKTO 3a Hay4yHaTa TeOpHs, Taka U 3a IPaKTHUKAaTa.

[TonoxutenHa olneHKa 3aciyaBa JIOTUYECKATa MOCJIEIOBATEIIHOCT Ha M3JI0KEHHUETO.
Hanuie e sicHo choTBeTCTBHE MEXKIY (HOpPMYIUpAHUTE 11, 3a]ja4M, U3CIe0BaTeICKa Te3a
U XUMNOTE3U. ABTOPHT MOCIEAOBATEIHO M3TPAXK]A U3CICIBAHETO OT TEOPETUUYHUS aHAIU3
mpe3 MeToAuuYecKkara pa3paboTka [0 TPUIIOKEHHETO Ha TMPEIIOKEHHs MOJAeNT U
MHTEPIpETAIUATa Ha MOJTYyYEHUTE pe3yaTaTH.

TeopernuHata 4yacT Ha AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ JAEMOHCTpUpa AOOpPO IMO3HABaHE Ha
CHILIECTBYBAIIUTe HAay4YHH I[IOCTAHOBKH, CBBP3aHH C KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA,
PETHOHAIHOTO Pa3BUTHE M OCOOCHOCTUTE Ha CEJICKUTE paloHM Karo OOEKT Ha
WKOHOMHMYECKH aHaIu3. AHaIuM3UpaHH ca Pa3IMYHU TOIXOAU KbM JACPUHUPAHETO U
M3MEpPBAHETO Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA, KaTO ca MPEACTABEHH U KPUTUYHO OCMHCIICHU
peauiia HayyHH BIKIAHUS Ha OBJTapCKU W 4YYyXKJIECTpaHHH aBTOpH. ToBa cCh3/IaBa
HEeoOXouMaTa OCHOBA 3a pa3pab0TBAHETO Ha COOCTBEH aBTOPOB IMOJXOJ KbM H3CIEABAHUS
mpoOJeM.

CepuiecTBeHa CHJIHA CTpaHa Ha TpyJa € pa3paboTBaHETO Ha aJanTUPAaH MOJEN 3a
OIICHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCTOCOOHOCTTa Ha cenckute paiionn Ha HuBO NUTS 3. ABTOpPBT
M3MOI3Ba Kato ocHoBa mojena Ha Huovari, Kangasharju u Alanen, koiTo € AOpa3BHUT U
choOpazeH ¢ OBIATapCKUTE YCIOBHUSI Upe3 BKJIIOYBAHETO HAa WHACKC Ha JIOKATU3aIUs U
WHJICKC 3a OIlEHKAa Ha pPEerHoHaJIHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, OTYMTAIl crerudukara Ha
U3ClIeIBAHUTE CeJICKM paiioHd. [lo To3uM HaumH € cb3haZeHa METOJMYecKa paMkKa,
MO3BOJIABAIIA TO-IBJIHO U OOEKTUBHO H3MEPBAaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha
CEJICKUTE PaliOHH.

EMnupruyHOTO M3CeaBaHe € pealu3upaHo BbPXY 3HAUUTENIeH MHGOPMAIMOHEH MaCUB
n obOxBama BcWYkK 21 00macT, OMpeAeTeHH KaTo CEJCKH ChIVIACHO KPUTEPUUTE Ha
Opranuzanusara 3a UKOHOMHUYECKO chTpyAaHudecTBO U pazsutue (OMCP). Ananu3upaHusr
nepuos ot 2011 mo 2021 r. mo3BoisiBa mpocieAsiBaHE Ha JIMHAMUKATa B Pa3BUTHETO Ha
OTJICTHUTE pPAaliOHM W W3BEXKJAaHE Ha YCTOWYMBMU TEHJCHIWHU. M3mon3BaHuTe NaHHHU ca
CTPYKTypHUpaHu u 00pabOTEeHU 10 HAYMH, KOMUTO MO3BOJISIBA MPOBEKIAHETO HA 3abI00UYCH

CpaBHUTCIICH aHAJIN3.



[TosioxUTENHO BIIEYATIIEHUE MPAaBU CTPEMEXKBT HA aBTOpa Ja MPEMUHE OTBBJ YHCTO
CTaTUCTUYECKOTO CpaBHEHHE Ha paillonute. Ha ocHOBaTa Ha MONy4YeHHUTE pE3yJTaTdh ca
dbopMupaH KOHKYPEHTHH NpOGUIN Ha OTACIHHUTE CEJICKM pPailoHM, KOETO IO3BOJISIBA
UIACHTU(PUIIMPAHETO KAKTO Ha TEXHUTE CUJIHU CTPAaHU M KOHKYPEHTHH NMPEAUMCTBA, Taka U
Ha CBIIECTBYBAILIUTE OrpaHUYCHUs U MpoOiaeMHU obnactu. [1o To3m HAYMH U3CIEABAHETO
npu00rBa HE cCaMO aHAIIMTUYHA, HO U SICHO U3pa3eHa MpaKkTUYecKa CTOMHOCT.

B mpunoxeH acmekT 3aciyxaBa Ja ce OTOeNeX M, uYe HalmpaBeHUTE H3BOAU U
MPEenopbKU ca TMPSKO OOBBpP3aHM C pE3yJATaTUTE OT MPOBEACHOTO H3CJE/IBaHE.
dopMmyMpaHd ca HAaCOKU 3a MpUJIaraHe Ha Mo-Au(epeHIUpaHu TOJUTUKU 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
CEJICKUTE palioHH, choOpa3eHu ChC crenuduKaTa ¥ HIBOTO Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha
OTJENHUTE TepuTOopuu. ToBa MOBUIIABA MpaKTUYECKaTa MPUIIOKUMOCT Ha pa3zpaboTkara u
HEHMHUs MOTEHIMAJl 3a H3IMOJ3BaHE MNpU (OPMHUPAHETO HA MOJUTUKH M YNPABICHCKU
pEIIeHHUS.

Tabnuuure, Qurypure u rpa@uUuHUTE MaTepUalid Ca W3MOJI3BAHU LIENECHOOPA3HO U
MoJANoMarar MpeACTaBsIHETO W MHTEpIpeTalusITa Ha pe3yiaraTuTe. Te ca OpraHuyHoO
CBBP3aHU C HU3JIOKEHUETO U YJECHSBAT MPOCIEASBAHETO Ha OCHOBHUTE 3aBUCUMOCTU U
TEHJCHIINH, YCTAHOBEHH B X0/1a HA U3CJIEABAHETO.

ABTopedepaTbT KOPEKTHO OTpa3siBa ChABPKAHUETO Ha JAMCEPTALMOHHHUS TPY,
IpeICcTaBeHaTa METOJIOJIOTHS, MOCTUTHATUTE pPE3yATaTh U (QOpPMYJIHpAHUTE HAYYHU U
HAyYHO-TIPUJIOKHU PUHOCH.

B o00oOmenue cuurtam, 4e JUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYA MpPEICTaBlIsABA 3aBbPILIEHO,
METOJMYECKH OOOCHOBAHO M NPAKTUYECKH OPUEHTHPAHO HAy4yHO u3cieaBaHe. Hamwmie e
ACHa Bpb3Ka MEXIYy TEOpeTHMYHaTa I[IOCTaHOBKAa, pa3pabOTeHHs MOJEN 3a OlLICHKa,
IIPOBEJIEHOTO €MIIMPUYHO HM3CIIEBAHE M HANPABEHUTE M3BOAM, KOETO MM JaBa OCHOBAaHHE
Jla OLIEHs MOJIO)KUTEITHO HETOBOTO Ch/IbP’KaHUE U HAyYyHA CTOMHOCT.

IV. Ouenka Ha ny0JHKAIIMUTE HA TIOKTOPAHTA

Ilo nucepranMoHHUS TpPyA ca MPEACTABEHW 0010 3 HAay4dHM MyOJIMKAalMH, BCUYKU
CaMOCTOSITEIHM aBTOPCKHU pa3paboTku. OT TaX 2 myOauKanmuu ca Ha OBIATapCKU €3UK,
nyOIuKyBaHH B COOpHMIIM OT HayyHU (opyMu, U | myOnukanus € Ha aHTJIMHCKHU €3HK,
nyOnIMKyBaHa B MEXIYHapOJHO Hay4yHO crnucaHue. He ca mpeacraBenu myOnuKanuu B

CbaBTOPCTBO. HPGJICTaBCHI/ITG HY6J'II/IK8.III/II/I ca TEMAaTHU4YHO CBBpP3aHHU C IIpEAMECTAa Ha



AUCCPTALITMOHHOTO HM3CJICABAHC MW OTpa3sdiBaT OCHOBHHU aCICKTH OT pa3pa60TBaHaTa

npoOJieMaTHKa.

V. HayuyHy ¥ NpaKTHKO-NIPUJIOKHH NPHHOCH HA THCEPTALMOHHHUS TPYA

[IpencraBeHuTe OT aBTOpa HAyYHU U HPAKTUKO-IPUIIOKHHU MPUHOCU ca 0OOOCHOBAHH,
KOPECIIOHAUPAT ChC ChABPKAHUETO HA NUCEPTALMOHHMS TPy U HAMUPAT NOTBBHPKICHUE B
IIPOBEJIEHOTO U3CIIEABAaHE.

KbM HayuHuTE IpUHOCH Cile[Ba Ja ObJaT OTHECEHU MPUHOCHUTE, IOCOYEHH OT aBTOPA
B T. 1 m T. 2 OT cmpaBkara 3a IIPUHOCUTE, CBBpP3aHU C YCBBBPUICHCTBAHETO HA
METOJMYECKUs MHCTPYMEHTapuyM 3a OLEHKAa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKHUTE
palioHU ¥ IPWIOKEHUETO My B YCIIOBHsTA Ha bearapus.

[IpakTUKO-TIPUIIOKEH XapaKTep UMaT MpUHOCUTE, PopMyIupaHu B T. 3 U T. 4, KOUTO
ca HACOYeHM KbM H3BEKIAHETO Ha KOHKYPEHTHM NPOQMIN Ha CEJICKUTE DPAloOHU U
pa3paboTBaHETO Ha HAy4YHOOOOCHOBAaHM HACOKM 3a MpOBEXJaHEe Ha audepeHUMpaHa
ITOJINTHKA 3a TIXHOTO Pa3BUTHE.

Cunram, uye (¢opMynupaHuTe TPUHOCH Cca pe3yiaTaT OT CaMOCTOSTENIHA
Hay4HOM3CJe0BaTelIcKa paboTa U MPEACTABISABAT peajieH MPUHOC KbM H3CIIEBAHUATA B
o0nacTTa Ha PETMOHATHOTO pa3BUTHE, KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa M Pa3BUTHETO Ha
celnckuTe paroHu. Te mpuTekaBaT KakTO Hay4yHa CTOMHOCT, Taka M IIPaKTUYecKa
MPUJIOKUMOCT MPU pa3pab0TBAHETO U MPUIIATaHETO Ha MOJMTUKH 32 Pa3BUTHE HA CEJICKUTE

TEPUTOPHH.

VI. Bbnpocu no quceprauMoHHUs TPYA

C orznen cb3gaBaHe Ha MPEANOCTaBKU 3a MO-yOEIUTENTHO 3alluTaBaHe Ha TPyAa Ha
JOKTOpaHTa U 3aJ1bj004YaBaHe Ha HayyHaTa JAMCKYCHs, OTIPABIM CIEAHHUS BBIPOC KbM
JOKTOpPaHTa:

1. Bp3 ocHOBa Ha pe3yiTaTuTe OT MPOBEIAEHOTO HU3CIEABAHE, KOM ca Hail-BaKHUTE
MPEANnoCTaBKU 3a MOBHIIABaHE HAa KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa HA CEJICKUTE paloHH B
bearapus u kou or TiaX cnopexa Bac crnenBa ga ObaaT mpUOpUTET HAa perHOHAIHATA

MOJINTHKA MPE3 CIEABAIIUTE TOAUHU?



VIl. O6061eHa oleHKa HA IMCePTALMOHHUSA TPYA U 3aKJII0UYEHHE

[IpencraBeHUST AMCEPTAIMOHEH TPy MPEICTaBIsIBA CaMOCTOATENIHO pPa3padOTEeHO,
aKTyaJIHO M1 METOJUYECKH 0OOCHOBAHO HAyYHO U3CJIE/IBaHE, IOCBETEHO HAa 3HAYUM MpoOIeM
B o0jacTra Ha pEruoHAHOTO pa3BUTHE M arpapHata WKOHOMHUKAa. B mporeca Ha
U3CIEABAHETO JOKTOPAHTHT JIEMOHCTpHUpA CIOCOOHOCT 3a KPUTHYEH aHalu3 Ha
CHILIECTBYBALIUTE TEOPETUYHH TIOCTAHOBKHM, YMEHHUS 3a [pWIaraHe Ha MOAXOJSII
METOJIMYECKH HHCTPYMEHTApUyM U CIOCOOHOCT 3a (opMmyiupaHe Ha apryMEHTHpPaHU
M3BOJM M  TPAKTUYECKH  HAcOKU. Pa3paboTeHusAT TMOAXOJ 3a  OIEHKa Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE PaliOHU, MPOBEAEHOTO €MIUPHUYHO H3CIIEJIBAHE U
MOJIYYCHUTE PEe3yJITaTH CBUACTENCTBAT 3a 3aIbJI00YEHO IO3HABaHE Ha WH3CJIeBaHATa
npoOieMaTuka W 3a YCHEIIHO pealu3upaHa CaMOCTOSATEIHA Hay4YHOHU3CIea0BaTelIcKa
pabora. dopmynupaHUTe HAyYHH M MPAKTHUKO-TPUIIOKHU HPUHOCH ca OOOCHOBaHH H
HaMHpaT MOTBBPKICHUE B ChABPKAHUETO HA JUCEPTALIUOHHUS TPY/I.

[IpencraBenure myOnIMKauu MO TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTALUATAa OCUTYPSBAT HEOOXoAMMaTa
anpoOanysi Ha MOCTUTHATUTE PE3YJITaTH U JONPHUHACAT 32 TAXHOTO MOIMYJSpPU3HpPAHE B
Hay4yHaTa OOUTHOCT.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha H3IO0XKEHOTO CYUTaM, Y€ [AUCEPTALMOHHUAT TpPyZ OTroBaps Ha
M3HMCKBAaHUATA HAa 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHE HA aKaJeMUYHHsS cbhcTaB B PemyOnuka bobirapus,
[IpaBunHMKa 3a HETOBOTO MpuWJaraHe W HOpMaTHUBHATa ypenda Ha YHHBEpCUTETa 3a
HAIlMOHAJIHO M CBETOBHO CTOMNAHCTBO 3a MpuI00MBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTelHATa M Hay4dHa
cTeneH ,,ioktop*. [lopaau ToBa JaBaM IOJIOKUTENIHA OLEHKA HA JUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYI U
npeayiaraM Ha yBaxaeMoTo Hayuno xypu na npuchau Ha CunBust IlerpoBa Tomosa-
3axapueBa oOpa3oBaTrenHaTa W Hay4yHaTa CTeHeH ,,JOKTOp® 1Mo MpodecuoHaIHo

Hanpasienue 3.8 ,MIkoHoMuKa®, MIOKTOpcka mnporpama ,JIKOHOMUKa U yIpaBJeHHE

(arpobusnec)®.
29.05.2026 1. MBrOTBUIT CTAHOBUIIIETO: ...uueeneeeneenneeneanneannennnn
rp. Bapna (mort. 1-p Mapus CTaHUMHUPOBA)



STATEMENT

on a dissertation thesis for the award of the educational and scientific degree "*Doctor"*

in Professional Field 3.8 Economics

Prepared by: Assoc. Prof. Maria Radoslavova Stanimirova, PhD, Scientific Specialty
Economics and Management (Agriculture), Department of Agricultural Economics,
University of Economics — Varna (UE-Varna)

Regarding: a dissertation thesis for the award of the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” in Professional Field 3.8 Economics, Higher Education Area 3 Social, Economic
and Legal Sciences, Doctoral Programme “Economics and Management (Agribusiness)”,
University of National and World Economy — Sofia (UNWE).

Grounds for presenting the Statement: participation as a member of the Scientific Jury
approved by Order No. 1143/28.04.2026 of the Vice-Rector for Research Activity of the
University of National and World Economy (UNWE).

Author of the dissertation thesis: Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva

Title of the dissertation thesis: “Assessment of the Competitiveness of Rural Areas in

Bulgaria“.

I. Information about the Doctoral Candidate

Doctoral candidate Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva was enrolled by Order No.
1316/30.04.2025 of the Rector of the University of National and World Economy in an
individual doctoral programme against payment under the doctoral programme “Economics
and Management (Agribusiness)”, Professional Field 3.8 Economics, at the Department of
Economics of Natural Resources. The period of preparation was determined to be five
years, from 22.04.2025 to 22.04.2030. The doctoral supervisor is Assoc. Prof. Maria
Marinova Peneva, PhD.

The doctoral preparation has been carried out within Higher Education Area 3 “Social,
Economic and Legal Sciences” in compliance with the requirements of the Academic Staff
Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation, and
the internal regulations of the University of National and World Economy.

The doctoral candidate has obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Agribusiness and a

Master’s degree in Agribusiness from the University of National and World Economy. The
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candidate’s academic background corresponds to the subject matter of the dissertation thesis
and provides the necessary theoretical foundation for conducting scientific research in the
field of agricultural economics and rural development.

The professional experience of the doctoral candidate is mainly related to accounting
and administrative activities. The submitted curriculum vitae also contains information on
internships and practical training in the public sector and in the field of project management,
which further complement the candidate’s professional profile.

The documents submitted within the procedure provide sufficient grounds to conclude
that the doctoral candidate possesses the necessary qualifications and preparation for the

development of a dissertation thesis in the selected research area.

I1. General Presentation of the Dissertation Thesis

The dissertation thesis of Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva is devoted to a relevant
and significant issue related to the assessment of the competitiveness of rural areas in
Bulgaria. The topic is of particular importance in the context of increasing disparities in the
socio-economic development of individual regions, the need for efficient resource
utilization, and the implementation of policies aimed at the sustainable development of rural
areas.

The relevance of the research stems from the role of rural areas in the economic,
social, and territorial development of the country, as well as from the need to develop
reliable approaches for assessing their competitiveness. In the context of a dynamic
economic environment and evolving European Union policies, issues related to rural
development are becoming increasingly important both for academic research and for
policy-making and management practice.

The dissertation is structured into an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, a list of
references, and appendices. The introduction clearly defines the object, subject, aim,
objectives, research thesis, and hypotheses of the study, demonstrating a strong logical
connection between the research objectives and the overall structure of the dissertation.

The first chapter examines the theoretical aspects of competitiveness and the specific
characteristics of rural areas as an object of economic analysis. It presents the main
concepts, approaches, and methods for studying competitiveness, as well as existing models

for its measurement.



The second chapter is devoted to the development of a methodological approach for
assessing the competitiveness of rural areas. The author adapts and applies a
competitiveness assessment model at the NUTS 3 level, justifying the selection of indicators
and constructing a framework for comparative analysis among individual regions.

The third chapter has a distinctly applied focus. It presents an assessment of the
competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria for the period under review, analyses the obtained
results, and formulates conclusions and recommendations aimed at improving policies and
practices for rural development.

The conclusion systematizes the main findings of the research and presents
conclusions that correspond to the stated objectives and confirm the practical applicability
of the proposed approach.

Overall, the dissertation thesis constitutes a completed scientific study with a clear
practical orientation, sound logical structure, and an up-to-date research topic that is fully

consistent with the scientific field and the doctoral programme.

I11. Assessment of the Form and Content of the Dissertation Thesis

The submitted dissertation thesis has been developed in accordance with the
requirements for the award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” and complies
with the provisions of the Academic Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, the
Regulations for its implementation, and the internal regulations of the University of
National and World Economy.

The dissertation addresses a relevant scientific and practical issue related to the
assessment of the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria. The significance of the topic
stems from the need for a deeper understanding of the factors determining rural
development, as well as from the necessity of developing reliable tools for their comparative
evaluation. In the context of increasing regional disparities and growing demands on
policies for sustainable rural development, research of this kind is of substantial importance
both for academic theory and for practice.

A positive assessment should be given to the logical consistency of the dissertation.
There is a clear correspondence between the stated aim, objectives, research thesis, and

hypotheses. The author systematically develops the study from the theoretical analysis
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through the methodological framework to the application of the proposed model and the
interpretation of the obtained results.

The theoretical part of the dissertation demonstrates a sound understanding of existing
scientific concepts related to competitiveness, regional development, and the specific
characteristics of rural areas as an object of economic analysis. Various approaches to
defining and measuring competitiveness are examined, and a number of scientific views
advanced by Bulgarian and international scholars are critically analysed. This provides the
necessary foundation for the development of the author’s own approach to the research
problem.

A significant strength of the dissertation is the development of an adapted model for
assessing the competitiveness of rural areas at the NUTS 3 level. The author uses the model
of Huovari, Kangasharju and Alanen as a basis and further develops it in accordance with
Bulgarian conditions through the inclusion of a localization index and a regional
competitiveness assessment index that takes into account the specific characteristics of the
rural areas under study. In this way, a methodological framework has been established that
allows for a more comprehensive and objective measurement of the competitiveness of rural
areas.

The empirical research is based on a substantial body of information and covers all 21
regions classified as rural according to the criteria of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). The analysed period from 2011 to 2021 makes it
possible to trace the dynamics of regional development and identify sustainable trends. The
data used have been structured and processed in a manner that enables an in-depth
comparative analysis.

Particularly positive is the author’s effort to move beyond a purely statistical
comparison of regions. Based on the obtained results, competitive profiles of individual
rural areas have been developed, making it possible to identify both their strengths and
competitive advantages, as well as existing limitations and problematic areas. As a result,
the study acquires not only analytical value but also a clearly expressed practical
significance.

From an applied perspective, it should be noted that the conclusions and
recommendations are directly linked to the results of the research. Guidelines have been

formulated for the implementation of more differentiated rural development policies that
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take into account the specific characteristics and level of competitiveness of individual
territories. This enhances the practical applicability of the study and its potential use in
policy formulation and managerial decision-making.

The tables, figures, and graphical materials have been used appropriately and
contribute to the presentation and interpretation of the results. They are organically
integrated into the text and facilitate the understanding of the main relationships and trends
identified in the course of the research.

The abstract accurately reflects the content of the dissertation thesis, the methodology
applied, the results achieved, and the formulated scientific and practical contributions.

In conclusion, | consider the dissertation thesis to be a completed, methodologically
sound, and practice-oriented scientific study. There is a clear connection between the
theoretical framework, the developed assessment model, the conducted empirical research,
and the conclusions drawn, which provides sufficient grounds for a positive evaluation of its

content and scientific value.

IV. Assessment of the Doctoral Candidate’s Publications

A total of three scientific publications related to the dissertation thesis have been
submitted, all of which are single-authored works. Of these, two publications are in
Bulgarian, published in proceedings of scientific forums, and one publication is in English,
published in an international scientific journal. No co-authored publications have been
presented. The submitted publications are thematically related to the subject of the

dissertation research and reflect key aspects of the investigated problem.

V. Scientific and Practical Contributions of the Dissertation Thesis

The scientific and practical contributions presented by the author are well
substantiated, correspond to the content of the dissertation thesis, and are supported by the
conducted research.

The scientific contributions include those identified by the author in items 1 and 2 of
the statement of contributions, relating to the improvement of the methodological toolkit for
assessing the competitiveness of rural areas and its application under the conditions of

Bulgaria.
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The practical contributions are represented by the contributions formulated in items 3
and 4, which focus on the development of competitive profiles of rural areas and the
formulation of scientifically grounded guidelines for implementing a differentiated policy
for their development.

| consider the identified contributions to be the result of independent scientific
research and a genuine contribution to studies in the fields of regional development,
competitiveness, and rural development. They possess both scientific value and practical
applicability in the formulation and implementation of policies for the development of rural

territories.

V1. Questions Regarding the Dissertation Thesis

With a view to providing an opportunity for a more comprehensive presentation of the
dissertation research and to stimulating academic discussion, | would like to address the
following question to the doctoral candidate:

1. Based on the results of the conducted research, what are the most important
prerequisites for enhancing the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria, and which of

them, in your opinion, should be given priority within regional policy in the coming years?

VI1. Overall Assessment of the Dissertation Thesis and Conclusion

The submitted dissertation thesis represents an independently developed, relevant, and
methodologically sound scientific study devoted to a significant issue in the fields of
regional development and agricultural economics. Throughout the research process, the
doctoral candidate demonstrates the ability to critically analyse existing theoretical
concepts, apply appropriate methodological tools, and formulate well-founded conclusions
and practical recommendations.

The developed approach for assessing the competitiveness of rural areas, the
conducted empirical research, and the results obtained demonstrate a thorough
understanding of the research problem and the successful implementation of independent
scientific research. The scientific and practical contributions are well substantiated and are

fully supported by the content of the dissertation thesis.
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The publications presented on the topic of the dissertation provide the necessary
dissemination and validation of the achieved results and contribute to their promotion within
the academic community.

Based on the above, | consider that the dissertation thesis meets the requirements of
the Academic Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its
implementation, and the regulations of the University of National and World Economy for
the award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”.

Therefore, | give a positive assessment of the dissertation thesis and recommend that
the esteemed Scientific Jury award Silvia Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva the educational and
scientific degree “Doctor” in Professional Field 3.8 Economics, Doctoral Programme

“Economics and Management (Agribusiness)”.

29 May 2026 Prepared by: ..o

Varna (Assoc. Prof. Mariya Stanimirova, PhD)
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