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PEONEH3UA

Ot: npogh. 0-p Hsan Jumumpos Ilenos, Aepapen Yrnusepcumem — I[l1o60us;
kameopa ,,Mxonomuka”;, obracm na eucuie obpaszosanue 3. Coyuannu,
CMONAHCKU U NPAHU  HAYKU, npogecuonanHo Hanpaeienue 3.8.
Uronomuka, nayuna cneyuainocm UkoHoMuKa u ynpasienue (o ompaciu)

OTHOCHO:  AMCEPTAlMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHKAAHE HA 00pa3oBaTEIHA U Hay4YHA
CTEIEH ,A0KTOP* 10 Hayuna cneyuarnocm B YHCC.

OcHosanue 3a MNpCaACTaBAHC Ha PCHOCH3UATA: YHACTHC B CbCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO

Kypyd TI0 3allldTa Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHMS TpyJ CbhriaacHo 3amoBen Ne
1143/28.04.2026 na Pextopa Ha YHCC.

ABTOp Ha JUCEPTAMOHHHUS TPY: Cuneus Ilemposa Tomosa-3axapuesa

Tema Ha nuceprannonnus tpya: OLLEHKA HA
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOBHOCTTA HA
CEJICKUTE PAOHH B BBJITAPUS

1. Undopmanus 3a 1ucepranTa

HuceptanTbT ce € oOydaBajl IO JOKTOpPCKa IporpaMa KbM Kareapa
,/IKOHOMUKa Ha mnpupoauute pecypcu / busnec ¢pakynrer na YHCC mno
Hay4yHa CIEIUAIIHOCT ChIVIacHO 3amnoBel Ha 3am.-pekropa no HUJI na YHCC
Ne 1316/30.04.2025 r. OOyueHUETO € OChIIECTBEHO B CBOOOAHA (hopma mpe3
nepuona 22.04.2025 r. — 22.04.2030 r.

HuceprantbT € npuaoOun mnpe3 2014 r. OakanaBbpcka CTENEH IO
nkoHoMuka (Arpapen OusHec), a mpe3 2015 r. — MarucTbpcka CTENEH IO
ChILATA CIIELMAIHOCT B Y HUBEPCUTETA 32 HALIMOHAIHO U CBETOBHO CTONAHCTBO,
Karenpa ,,JIkoHOMMKa Ha HpUpOAHUTE pecypcu™. TpyaoBara cu Kapuepa

3armoyBa npe3 2015 r. kato omepaTMBEH CUYETOBOAUTET KbM ,baHm -



koHcynTanuu u ynpasiaenue OOJl, rp. Codus. B nmepuoma 2020-2024 r.
paboTH KaTo CHAOAUTEN-JOCTAaBYUK KbM JIB€ pupmu, a oT 2024 r. € onepaTuBeH

c4eToBOJUTEN KbM ,, Bopuecku konektuB buarapus EOO/L, rp. Codus.

2. O01ma xapaKkTepuCcTHUKA HA NMPeCTABEHUA TUCEPTAIUOHEH TPY

JlucepTaliuoOHHUAT Tpya € B o0eM oT 139 crpanuinu, oT KouTo: YBOJ (6
ctpanuiu); IIbpBa rmaBa: TeopeTHKO-METOAOJOTMYHM OCHOBHM 32 AaHAINA3 U
OLICHKAa Ha pEruoHallHaTa KOHKypeHTocrnocoOHocT — 41 crpanunu; Bropa
raBa: Cenckute paiioHu B bbiarapuss — gebuHunus u pasButue. — 27
ctpanuiy; Tpeta riaBa: Pe3yntaTu v oneHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha
ceickute paiionu B bowiarapus— 42 crpanunu; 3akiroueHue (5 CTpaHUIM);
JIutepatypa (8 crpanunu). M3non3Banu ca 158 nureparypuu uzrounuka (140
Ha naTtuHuia U 18 Ha Obyarapckn), 24 Tabmuuum, 11 durypu u 7 kapTu B TEKCTA.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYJ € J00pe CTPYKTYpUpaH W BKIIOYBA BCUYKHU
HEOOXOAUMHU E€JIEMEHTH.

AKTyaJTHOCT Ha TeMara: Temarukara, CBbp3aHa C
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE pallOHH, € OCOOCHO aKTyajiHa MOpaju
¢dakTa, 4e 3HAUMTENIHA YacT OT Tepuropusita Ha buiarapus e knacudumnmpana
KaTo cencka. Te3u pailoHu ce xapakTepus3upaT ¢ BHCOKa Oe3paboruua, ciaado
pa3BuTa  WHQpACTPyKTypa W  HENOCTaTbU€H  JIOCThI  JO  YCIYTH.
O06e3I0AsBaHETO € MPOIEC, KOUTO ChIBTCTBA CEJICKUTE paiilOHU, OCOOEHO Mpe3
MOCJIETHOTO JIECETUIIETHE.

Ilen Ha wm3cinenBaHeTo: Ja ce pa3pabOTH U MPUIIOKUA METOHOJIOTHS 3a
MpPOYYBAaHE U OLEHKAa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHH B
bearapus.

Te3za Ha wn3cnensanero: ChIIECTBYBAIIMTE METOAOJOTMU 3a OLIEHKA Ha
perrmoHagHaTa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCT MoraT Ja ObJar ajanTupaHd |
MPWIOKEHN KbM H3CJIEIBAHE M OIIEHKAa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha

CEJICKUTE paiioHU B bbarapusi.



Xunote3n Ha usciensanero: (1) PermonanHara KOHKYpEeHTOCIIOCOOHOCT
Ce oIpenessi OT Pa3BUTUETO HA CEKTOPUTE MHAYCTPUS U YCIYyTH, JOPH U B
CEJICKUTE palioHHU. (2) [ToBuiraBanero Ha permoHaiHaTa
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT €  BB3MOXKHO  4pe3  JuBepcuukanus  Ha
MKOHOMUYECKUTE JEHMHOCTH M J00aBsHE HA CTOMHOCT KbM IPOU3BEICHUTE
CEJICKOCTOMAaHCKU MpoayKTu. (3) IlpupoaHo-KIMMaTUYHUTE YCIOBHUS ca
MPEANOCTAaBKa, HO HE U YCIIOBHUE 32 BUCOKA CTENEH HA KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT
Ha CEJICKUTE PaOHHU.

3amaun Ha u3cnenBanero: (1) AHanu3 Ha JIuTepaTypara U METOJI0JIOTUUTE
3a  TepUTOpHalHaTa  KOHKypeHTocrmocoOHocT; (2) Pa3paborBane Ha
kinacudukanus 3a ceinckute pailonn B bwarapus Ha paBuumie NUTS 3; (3)
ConualHO-UKOHOMHYECKAa XapaKTEepUCTUKA Ha JAC(PUHUPAHUTE CEJICKU pailloHu
KaToO OCHOBA 3a OLICHKa Ha KOHKypeHTocnocoOHocTTa uM; (4) PaspaborBane Ha
METOJI0JIOTUSL 32 OLEHKa Ha KOHKypeHTocmocoOHocTTa; (5) [lpminoxenue Ha
pa3paboTeHara METONOJOTUsl 3a CeJCKUTe pailonn B bwarapus; (6)
Pa3paGoTBane Ha  mHpenopbkM M HACOKM 332  NOBUIIABaHE  Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE PAOHHU.

Hannu u nepuop Ha uzcnensane: [Ipedposisanudara ot 2011 u 2021 r.

3. OueHka Ha MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHH U HAYYHO-NPHJIOKHH pe3yaTaTH

B yBoga ca mpencraBeHu akTyaJlHOCTTa Ha mpobJiema, 1iesita Ha paboTaTa,
OpeaIMEeThT U OOEKTHT Ha U3CIIEIBAHETO.

IIepBaTa rinaBa € MOCBETEHAa Ha TEOPETHYHHUTE OCHOBH HA PErMOHAIIHATA
KOHKYpEHTOCTIOCOOHOCT. JIMCKyTHpaHM ca HeWHaTa CbhIIHOCT U OICHKA.
Pasrnenanu ca dakropure, BimsemM BBPXY KOHKypeHTocmocoOHoctTa: (1)
Nudpactpykrypa; (2) YoemkusaTt kanutan; (3) MuoBaumu u texuHonoruu; (4)
VYnpasnenue u nonutuky; (5) UkoHomuuecka quBepcuuKais U pa3BUTHE Ha
kibeTepu; (6) Exonornuna ycroituuBoct; (7) Kyntypuu u couuanHu gpakropu

H COIIKMAJTHO BKJIFOUBAHC.



HaGnernaro e Ha TepuropusiTa KaTo KOHKYpeHTEeH pecypc. [Ipeacrasen e
MOJIENl 3a OIICHKAa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJCKUTE paloHH, KOWTO
Ipe/CTaBlisABa U METOAMYECKA paMKa Ha u3cieaBaHeTo. Tol BKIIIOYBA YETHUPH
TPy WHAUKATOPH: YOBEIIKH PECYpPCH, CEJICKO CTOIMAHCTBO, WHAYCTPUS U
YCIIYTH, HHOBAIIHH.

BbB BTOpaTa rnaBa ca neuHUpaHW CEJICKUTE PAWOHU U € NUCKyTHpaHa
Metoaosorusata Ha EBpoctat u Ha OUCP. IlpeacraBenu ca TpuTe moaxoja 3a
nebuHUpaHe Ha celckuTe paionu: (1) mpocTtpaHcTBeH moaxom; (2)
TEPUTOPHUAIEH NOAX0; (3) MOAXO0A Ha COLMATHOTO Bb3IPUSITHUE.

JIucKkyTupaHu ca XapakTEPUCTHUKUTE Ha CEJICKUTEe palloHW B bbiarapus B
cBeTMHaTta Ha wMmetonosiorusita Ha OWCP. AHanu3upaHud ca CJCIHHUTE
unaukaropu: (1) Hacenenue (Opoii); (2) I'scToTa Ha Hacenenuero; (3) Cpeana
BB3pacT Ha HaceileHuero 1o obOmnactv; (4) Bwb3pactoBa cTpykTypa Ha
HacenieHueto 1o obnactu; (5) Pabotna cuma mo obmactu; (6) bpoit 3aetu 1o
cektopu 1o o6Omactu; (7) Cpegna OpyTHa 3arjiaTa Ha 3aeTUTE JMIA IO
nKoHOMHYeCKU cekTopu; (8) bpoii 3anucanu yvamu no obnactu; (9) BJAC mno
MKOHOMHUYECKU CEKTOPH U O0JIACTH.

B Tperata rnaBa e aHaiM3MpaHa KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTTA Ha CEJICKUTE
parionn B bparapus. IlpencrtaBeH € METOOOJIOTMYEH IMOAXOJ 3a OLIEHKA Ha
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha CEJICKUTE pailoHu B bwiarapus. M3nonssanu ca
WHICKCUTE Ha JOKaIW3alus W KOHKypeHTocrmocoOHOCT. I[lpencraBena e
KOMITJIEKCHAaTa OIIEHKa Ha CHeNHaIn3aIusaTa U KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTA.
W3BbpiieH € cpaBHUTENIEH aHalu3 MEX]y CEJICKUTE pallOHM M TPOMEHHUTE B
nepuojsia 2011-2021 r. OCHOBHUAT U3BOJT OT U3CJIECIBAHETO B Ta3W 4acT €, 4e Ce
Ha0I0aBaT 3HAYUTEITHA W 3a]IhJI00YABAIIN CE€ PETHOHAHU Pa3INYUs MEKIY
BOJACIIUTE M H30CTaBamuTe oOnactu. Te3u pasznuuus, cropen aBTopa, ce
JBJDKAT HA Pa3Iuirsl B UKOHOMUYECKATa CIICIIUATN3aIIHsl, YOBCIITKHS KaluTal 1
WHOBAIMOHHUS TIOTCHIIMAJ. B 3aKII0YEHUETO ca pPE3IOMHpPAHU OCHOBHHTE

M3BOJH, HAIIPABCHH B U3CJIICABAHCTO.



MCTOI[OJ'IOFI/IHTa Ha  H3CJICABAHCTO MW  HM3IMOJI3BAHHUTC HHIHUKATOPH
CBOTBCTCTBAT HaA ILCJITA HAa U3CJIICABAHCTO, a4 3aa4YHUTC, IIOCTABCHU B yBOJa4d, Cad

YCIICITHO U3ITbJIHCHH.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU NPHUHOCH
[IpuemaM mpuHOCHTE, TOCOYEHU OT JUCEPTAHTA, KOUTO Ca PE3IOMUPAHU

10-10J1y. T€ ca ACHO (pOpMYJIMPAHH U IPOU3TUYAT OT U3CIIECIBAHETO.

HayuHo-MeT010/I0THYHH PUHOCH:

ePa3paboTeH € Mozen 3a OllEHKa Ha KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha CEJICKUTE
paiionu B bearapust Ha HuBO obnact (NUTS 3);

e [IpoBeneHo e n3cneaBane Ha 21 cencku 001aCTH, KOUTO ca TPYNUPAHU B TPH
tuna: (1) ¢ ycrollunmBo pa3BuUTHME (HapacTBaHE HA WHOBALMOHHUS
UHAMKATOD); (2) 0e3 ChiecTBeHO U3MEeHeHue; (3) ¢ BiolaBaHe (HeraTuBHATa
OpOMsIHA B YOBEUIKUS KalHUTall HE MOXeE Ja ObJe KOMIIEHCHUpPaHa OT JPYyrd

dakTopn).

IIpakTHKO-NIPUJIOKHN TPUHOCH:

e l3Benenu ca npoduiv Ha KOHKYPEHTOCHIOCOOHOCT 3a TpyIlu OOJAcCTH ChC
CXOJHHM NKOHOMHUYECKU XapaKTePUCTHUKHU;

e li3BeneH € W3BOIBT, Y€ CIEHUANTM3AIMITA B CEJICKOTO CTOMAHCTBO HE €
J0CTaThuHa 32 BUCOKA PErHOHAIHa KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCT. M30cTaBanero B
WHAYCTPHSITA U yCIyTUTE IEHCTBA KaTO 3aabpiKall pakTop;

e OOocHOBaHa € HeEOOXOaUMOCTTa OT JudepeHuupaHa TMOJUTHKA IO

OTHOIIIEHUE Ha CEJICKUTE panioHu B bbiarapus.



5. Onenka Ha My0JUKALMUTE 1O JUCEPTALMSATA
[IpeacTraBenu ca Tpu CaMOCTOSITEIHA HAyYHH MMy OIMKAIIMK HA JOKTOPAHTA.
JIBe oT TaAXx ca Ha OBIATapcku €3uK W ca NyONUKyBaHM B H3JaHUS Ha
YHUBEpCcUTETA 32 HALIMOHAJIHO M CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO. EJHA € HA aHTJIMMCKU
esuk B crmcanue Theoretical and Applied Economics ma Acommanmsra Ha
ukoHomuctuTe B PywmbHus. [lyOnukamuure ca CBbp3aHM € TemaTa Ha

aucepranuAaTa.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara
[To ctpykTypa, ChbabpKaHUE U CBIIECTBO aBTOpedepaThT OTroBaps Ha

CbABPIKAHUCTO HAa NTUCCPTAIUOHHUA TPY .

7. Kputuunu 0eJie:KKH, NPeNnopPbKU U BHIPOCH
PaGorata e nmoOpe cTpykTypupaHa, a CTWIBT Ha IIMCaHE € SICEH.

JlucepTaHTHT CUCTEMATHUYHO MPEMUHABA OT TEOPETUUYHUTE KOHIEHIMU KbM

WHJIUKATOPUTE 3a EMIUPUYHOTO H3cleaBaHe. M3BoauTe W MPENnopbKUTE ca

MOJIE3HU M MPOMU3TUYAT OT M3cieaBaHeTo. B To3u cu Buja paborata € rotoBa

3a MyOJMKyBaHE Karo KHWra, KOSTO Ou Owiia MHTEpecHa 3a IIMPOK Kpbr

CHELHUATUCTH.

KbMm pabotata umam ciaegHUTE TEXHUUYECKH 3a0€TIeHKKU:

o [Ipu odopmsiHeTo Ha nucepTalusi OOMKHOBEHO CE€ OYaKBa METOJUKara Ja
ObJie B OT/EJIHA TJIaBa WM MOATOYKA KbM IjaBa. B Hacrosiata padora,
4acTH OT METOAUKATA € MPEICTABEHA B HSIKOJIKO OT IJIaBUTE.

e B aBrtopedepara oTmenHuTe yacTH Ha JUcCEpTalMATa 3amo4yBar c ,,laBa
mbpBa®, ,,I'1aBa Bropa™ u T.H. B gucepranmsaTa € 3anmMcaHo caMmoO 3arjiaBUETO
Ha ChOTBeTHaTa 4acT. J[oOpe Ou GOm0 ChABpPKAHMETO W Ha JBETE MecTa Jia

O0b1e 0POPMEHO T10 €AUH U CHIIU HAYWMH



b cDOpMy.III/IpaHGTO Ha TE€3aTa Ha HU3CIACABAHCTO CIIOPE MCH € HO-ILO6p€ Ja

6'[),[[6 CBBP3aHO C KOHKypeHTOCHOCO6HOCTTa, a HC C MCTOJOJIOTHHUTC.

8. 3akioueHue

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha HaydYeHUTE U TPUIOKEHU PA3TUYHU METOAU Ha
W3Cle/IBaHe, HANpaBEHUTE OOOOIICHUS M U3BOAM CUUTAM, 4€ MPEIACTABCHUST
JIYCepTalluOHEH TPy oTroBaps Ha u3nuckBanusita Ha 3PACPbB u [IpaBunnuka 3a
HeroBoto mnpuwioxkenne Ha YHCC, koeto My JaBa OCHOBAHME Ja T'O OLEHS
ITOJIOXKHUTEJIHO.

[To3BosisiBaM cu J1a mpeiioka Ha nountaemMotro HaydHo sKypu 1a npuchau
Ha CUJIBUA IIETPOBA TOMOBA-3AXAPUEBA o0pa3oBareinHaTa U Hay4YHa
CTemneH “IOKTOop” Mo HayuyHarta cneruaitHoct 3.8. ,,JikoHomuka u yrpaBieHue”

(o otpacin)

30.05.2026
[InoBauB

JlaTa / mscTo IMommuc: ..........oooviiiiinnnn...
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Regarding: dissertation for awarding the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor" in a scientific speciality at the UNWE.

Grounds for submitting the review: participation in the scientific jury for the
defence of the dissertation according to Order No. 1143/28.04.2026 of the
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Author of the dissertation: Silviya Petrova Tomova-Zaharieva

Topic of the dissertation: ASSESSMENT OF THE COMPETITIVENESS OF
RURAL AREAS IN BULGARIA

1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program at the
Department of Natural Resources Economics / Faculty of Business of the
UNWE in a scientific speciality in accordance with the order of the Vice-Rector
for Research and Development of the UNWE No. 1316/30.04.2025. The
training was carried out in a free-form manner during the period 22.04.2025 -
22.04.2030.

The dissertation candidate acquired a bachelor's degree in economics
(Agricultural Business) in 2014, and in 2015, a master's degree in the same
speciality at the University of National and World Economy, Department of



Natural Resources Economics. He began his career in 2015 as an operational
accountant at "Band - Consulting and Management™ Ltd., Sofia. In the period
2020-2024, he worked as a supplier for two companies, and since 2024, he has
been an operational accountant at "Tvorcheski kolektiv Bulgaria® EOOD in
Sofia.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation work is 139 pages long, comprising: Introduction (6
pages); Chapter One: Theoretical and methodological foundations for the
analysis and assessment of regional competitiveness (41 pages); Chapter Two:
Rural areas in Bulgaria — definition and development. — 27 pages; Chapter
Three: Results and assessment of the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria
— 42 pages; Conclusion (5 pages); Literature (8 pages). 158 literary sources
(140 in Latin and 18 in Bulgarian), 24 tables, 11 figures and 7 maps were used
in the text.

The dissertation is well-structured and includes all necessary elements.

Relevance of the topic: The topic of rural area competitiveness is
particularly relevant, as a significant part of Bulgaria's territory is classified as
rural. These areas are characterized by high unemployment, poorly developed
infrastructure and insufficient access to services. Depopulation is a process that
accompanies rural areas, especially in the last decade.

Obijective of the study: to develop and apply a methodology for studying
and assessing the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria.

Thesis of the study: Existing methodologies for assessing regional
competitiveness can be adapted and applied to the study and assessment of rural
area competitiveness in Bulgaria.

Hypotheses of the study: (1) Regional competitiveness is determined by
the development of the industry and services sectors, even in rural areas. (2)
Increasing regional competitiveness is possible through diversification of



economic activities and adding value to the produced agricultural products. (3)
Natural and climatic conditions are a prerequisite, but not a condition, for a high
degree of competitiveness of rural areas.

Objectives of the study: (1) Analysis of the literature and methodologies
on territorial competitiveness; (2) Development of a classification for rural
areas in Bulgaria at NUTS 3 level; (3) Socio-economic characteristics of the
defined rural areas as a basis for assessing their competitiveness; (4)
Development of a methodology for assessing competitiveness; (5) Application
of the developed methodology for rural areas in Bulgaria; (6) Development of
recommendations and guidelines for increasing the competitiveness of rural
areas.

Data and research period: Censuses of 2011 and 2021.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

The introduction presents the problem's relevance, the purpose of the
work, and the study's subject and object.

The first chapter is devoted to the theoretical foundations of regional
competitiveness. Its essence and assessment are discussed. The factors
influencing competitiveness are examined: (1) Infrastructure; (2) Human
capital; (3) Innovations and technologies; (4) Governance and policies; (5)
Economic diversification and cluster development; (6) Environmental
sustainability; (7) Cultural and social factors and social inclusion.

The emphasis is on the territory as a competitive resource. A model for
assessing the competitiveness of rural areas is presented and serves as the
study's methodological framework. It includes four groups of indicators: human
resources, agriculture, industry, services, and innovation.

The second chapter defines rural areas and discusses the methodology of
Eurostat and the OECD. The three approaches to defining rural areas are



presented: (1) spatial approach; (2) territorial approach; (3) social perception
approach.

The characteristics of rural areas in Bulgaria are discussed in the light of
the OECD methodology. The following indicators are analyzed: (1) Population
(number); (2) Population density; (3) Average age of the population by districts;
(4) Age structure of the population by districts; (5) Labour force by districts; (6)
Number of employed by sectors by districts; (7) Average gross salary of
employed persons by economic sectors; (8) Number of enrolled students by
districts; (9) GVA by economic sectors and districts.

The third chapter analyzes the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria.
A methodological approach is presented for assessing the competitiveness of
rural areas in Bulgaria. The localization and competitiveness indices are used.
The complex assessment of specialization and competitiveness is presented. A
comparative analysis was carried out between rural areas and changes in the
period 2011-2021. The main conclusion of this study is that significant,
deepening regional differences are observed between the leading and lagging
areas. These differences, according to the author, are due to differences in
economic specialization, human capital and innovation potential. The
conclusion summarises the study's main findings.

The study's methodology and indicators align with its purpose, and the
tasks outlined in the introduction have been completed.

4. Assessment of scientific and applied scientific contributions
| accept the contributions outlined in the dissertation, summarized below.
They are clearly formulated and grounded in research.

Scientific and methodological contributions:
» A model for assessing the competitiveness of rural areas in Bulgaria at the
district level (NUTS 3) has been developed,;



» A study of 21 rural areas has been conducted, which are grouped into three
types: (1) with sustainable development (an increase in the innovation
indicator); (2) without significant change; (3) with deterioration (the negative
change in human capital cannot be compensated by other factors).

Practical and applied contributions:
» Competitiveness profiles have been derived for groups of areas with similar
economic characteristics.
» The conclusion has been drawn that specialization in agriculture is not
sufficient for high regional competitiveness. The lag in industry and services
acts as a holding factor.

* The need for a differentiated policy for rural areas in Bulgaria is substantiated.

5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation

Three independent scientific publications of the doctoral student are
presented. Two of them are in Bulgarian and have been published in the
University of National and World Economy's publications. One is in English in
the journal Theoretical and Applied Economics of the Association of
Economists in Romania. The publications relate to the dissertation topic.

6. Evaluation of the abstract
In terms of structure, content, and substance, the abstract corresponds to
the dissertation work.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

The work is well structured, and the writing style is clear. The author
systematically moves from theoretical concepts to indicators for the empirical
study. The conclusions and recommendations are useful and arise from the



study. In this form, the work is also ready for publication as a book, which
would be of interest to a wide range of specialists.
| have the following technical comments on the work:

» When drafting a dissertation, the methodology is usually expected to be in a
separate chapter or sub-chapter. In the present work, parts of the
methodology are presented across several chapters.

* In the abstract, the individual parts of the dissertation begin with “Chapter
One”, “Chapter Two”, etc. In the dissertation, only the title of the
corresponding part is recorded. It would be good if the content in both places
were formulated in the same way

* In my opinion, the formulation of the research thesis should be better related

to competitiveness, rather than methodologies.

8. Conclusion

Based on the various research methods learned and applied by the doctoral
student, the correctly performed experiments, and the generalizations and
conclusions made, | consider that the presented dissertation meets the
requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff, the
regulations of the University of National and World Economy, and the rules for
their application. This gives me a reason to evaluate it POSITIVELY.

Therefore, | would like to propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury also to
vote positively and award SILVIYA PETROVA TOMOVA-ZAHARIEVA the
educational and scientific degree "doctor" in the scientific speciality 3.8.

Economics; scientific speciality Economics and Management (by branches)

30.05.2026
Plovdiv
Date / place Signature: ..............ocooeinnnnn.






