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OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHKIaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTe/IHA U Hay4YHa
CTENEH LJAOKTOpP® 1o mpodecroHanHo HampaBieHue 3.3.
[Tomutnuecku Hayku B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPYL: Enena Bacunuii Po36epr
Tema Ha nHCepTAMOHHUS TPYA: EBpoBusus KaTo cnenupryHa
miaTgopma 3a MPOBEXKAaHE Ha KYJITypHA TUIMIIIOMALIHS

OcHosanue 3a TIpEACTABSIHE HA CTAHOBUIIETO: YYaCTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAyYHOTO
Kypd 10 3alllWTa Ha JAWCEPTAlMOHHUS TPYA CBIVIACHO  3armoBen
Ne1270/14.05.2026 r. na Pextopa Ha YHCC.

1. Nudopmanus 3a 1ucepranra

Enena Po36epr ce e oOyuaBaina 1o JOKTOpcKa mporpamMa MexxayHapoIHu
OTHOLIEHUSI KbM  KaTeapa  MexXayHapoAHUM  OTHOIICHHS,  (aKyITeT
MexayHnaponHa ukoHomuka W mnoiautuka Ha YHCC mo mpodecrnoHamHo
HanpasieHue 3.3. IlonuThueckn HAayku ChIIacHO 3amoBea Ha Pektopa Ha
YHCC Ne393/14.02.2024 r. OOy4eHHMETO € OCBIIECTBEHO B CaMOCTOSITEIHA
dopma nipes nepuoaa 30.01.2024 r. no 05.05.2026 .

2. O0ma xapakTepucTHKA HA NPEACTABEHHS JUCEPTALIMOHEH TPYA

HucepranmonnustT Tpyn Ha Enena Pos3bepr e ¢ ob6m obem ot 244
CTpaHuIli, OT KOuTO 207 CTp. OCHOBEH TEKCT U BKIIIOYBA yBOJ, NET IJIABH,
3aKJIIOUYEHUE, TPUIOKEHUS M H3MoJ3BaHa JuTeparypa. CTpykTypata e
JIOTUYECKH TOCJeoBaTeIHa M ChOTBETCTBA Ha W3HMCKBAaHUATA 3a HAYYHO
u3cieBaHe B 00J1acTTa Ha MEXIyHApOAHUTE OTHOIICHUS.

JIMCepTallMOHHOTO ~ M3CJIEJIBAHE  pasliiekJa CPaBHUTETHO  Ci1abo



pa3paboTeH B ObJrapckaTta MOJUTOJIOTMYHA JIUTEpaTypa mpoliaeM - poJisita Ha
KyJITYpHUTE MErachbOMTHUsI KaTO WMHCTPYMEHT Ha MyOJMYHATa M KYyJITypHaTa
nuruioManus. Temata npugoouBa JOMBIHUTEIHA aKTYATHOCT U B KOHTEKCTa Ha
nbpBarta rnoodeaa Ha bearapus B EBpousus npe3 2026 1.

[lenTa Ha IHCEPTAMOHHOTO M3CJEABAHE € HACOUYEHAa KbM AaHAINA3 Ha
EBpoBusus kato minatdopma Ha myOIWYHATA W KYJATypHATa AUIUIOMAITAS, 9pe3
KOSITO AbPKaBUTE U3rpakaaT MEXKIyHApOJAHA BUAUMOCT U CUMBOJIHO BIIUSIHHE.
[locraBenute 3amaun ca JOTMYECKH OOBBP3aHU C IEJNTa M OOXBalaT KaKTO
TEOPETUYHUTE AaCMEeKTH Ha MyOJMYHaTa W KyJATypHaTa IUILIOMAlUs, Taka U
MEXaHM3MUTE, 4Ype3 KOUTO KOHKYPCHT (YHKIIMOHUpPA KaTO KYJITYpPHO
MerachbOUTHE ¢ MEXIYHAPOIHO MOJUTUYECKO 3HAYCHUE.

OOexThT W MpPEeaIMEThT Ha U3CICABAHETO ca SCHO JAePUHUPAHHU.
OcHoBHATa WH3CJEAOBATENICKA XUIIOTE3a € apryMEHTUpaHa YOEAUTEIHO U
3amurTaBa pa3zdoupanero 3a EBpoBusus karo crneuuduuHa miatdgopma 3a
CUMBOJIHO U KOMYHUKAIMOHHO BIIUSIHHE BBPXY MEXKIYHAPOJHHUTE ITyOJIUKH,
JIOITBJIBAIA TPAIUIIUOHHUTE (POPMH HA BHHIIHOMIOJIUTUYECKO JCHCTBHE.

bubnuorpadusara BkitouBa 86 YyKT0E3WYHU W 7 OBJIrapcKd HAYUHH
W3TOYHMKA, MyOJMKaMM  HA  JIOKTOpAHTKata U CHCIUaIU3UpaHU
WHCTUTYLIMOHAJIHU PECYpCH, CBbp3aHu C EBpoBu3us U C [AelHOCTTa Ha
EBponeiickus cpi03 3a paguo U TEJIEBU3UsA, KOETO IMOKa3Ba MHOIO J00po
MMO3HAaBaHE HAa Hay4YHaTa JuTepaTypa o U3ciie/[BaHaTa npoodjieMaTuKa.

3. OueHka HA MOJIyYeHHUTEe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-IIPHJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

JIuCepTaMOHHUAT TPy IOCTHra 3HAYMMU HAyYHH PE3YNTAaTH 4Ype3
KOHIlenTyanu3upanero Ha EBpoBu3us kato crneuupuyHa mnaTtdpopMa Ha
nyOnuyHaTa ¥ KyJTypHarta aumiomanus. M3cnenBaneTo yoeauTeNHO MOKa3Ba,
4ye KOHKYPCBT CJE/Ba Ja C€ pasriex/aa He caMO KAaTo MY3MKaIHO M MEIUHHO
cbOUTHE, a KaTo TpaHCHAaLMOHATHA KOMYHHMKAIlMOHHAa Cpela, B KOSATO Ce
dopMupar MexIyHapoAHa BHUIUMOCT, CHMBOJHO BJMSHME U MyOJW4yHA
Pa3no3HaBaEMOCT.

W3non3Banata Merojojorus € K30paHa  ONTUMAIHO  CHPSIMO
M3CIIEIOBATENICKATa LEd U 33a/1a4d W MpeaMeTa Ha uicnenBane. [IpuinoxeHusT
KAUECTBEH M3CJIEOBATENICKNA N3aiH, ChUYETABAIl TEOPETUUYEH aHAJIU3, Ka3yCEH
NOJAXO0J, TEMaTUYHO KOJHUpPAHE M EKCIEePTHU [IbJIOOYMHHU HHTEPBIOTA,
MO3BOJISIBA 33JbJIOOYEHO MHTEPHPETUPAHE HAa BPbB3KATa MEXIY KYJITYPHOTO
pe/CcTaBsiHe, MEXITyHApOHATA BUJUMOCT U KOMYHUKAIMOHHOTO BIIMSTHUE.

Cpen OCHOBHUTE pe3yiTaTd CcliefiBa Ja C€ OTKPOST pa3pabOoTeHHST
aHanutuyeH moxen ,lIpucbecrBue - OTcheTBUE - ['Nac U MHTEpIpeTanusaTa Ha
EBpoBu3Ms kaTO XMOpHIHA AUIJIOMAaTHYECKa €KOCHCTEMA, B KOATO IbpPKaBH,



oOIIIECTBEHU MEJIUH, apTUCTU U MyOJUKH ydacTBaT B MPOLIECH HA CUMBOJIHO U
KYJTYPHO B3aUMO/JICHCTBUE.

KitouoB HayuyHO-NPUJIOKEH peE3yJITaT € aHaIu3bT Ha OBIrapcKoTO
yuyactue B mepuoga 2007-2021 r. kaTo mpuMep 3a acCMMETPUYHA KyJITypHa
BUJIUMOCT, 4Ype€3 KOWTO C€ aHaau3upaT BB3MOKHOCTUTE Ha KyJITypHaTa
JUIUIOMAllMs. B YCJOBHUSITA Ha OrPaHUYEH WHCTUTYUMOHAJIEH pecypc. Tosu
aHaJIu3 NOpUA0OMBa JOMBIHUTEIHA AKTYaJIHOCT CJEJ IbpBaTa mnodOega Ha
bearapus B EBpoBusus npe3 2026 r., B KOHTEKCTa Ha MOTEHIIMATHUTE €(EeKTH -
3aCHJIEHa MEXJyHapOoJHa pa3l03HABAEMOCT, pEIyTalMOHEH KamuTal |
MOBUIIEH MEXIYHAPOJIEH HHTEpEC KbM brarapus.

[locraBenure 1en MW 3aJaud ca M3ObJIHEHU yOedauTenHo, a
JUCEPTALIMOHHUAT TPy IIpealara Hay4HO apryMEHTHpaHa MHTEpIpeTanus Ha
EBpoBu3us kaTo cnenuduuHa miarGopma ¢ BbHIIHOMOIUTHYECKO U KyJITYPHO
JUIUIOMAaTHYECKO 3HAYEHUE.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-NIPUJIOKHU MPUHOCH

Hokropantkata Enena Po30epr KOpekTHO, SICHO M TOYHO 000011aBa
Hay4YHHUTE MPUHOCH HAa JMCEPTAlMOHHUSA TPy, IOCOYEHH B aBTOpedepara (c.
47-48). Cpen Ttax OHMX OTJIMYMIA KAaTO OCHOBEH TEOPETHYEH IPUHOC
pa3paboOTBaHETO HAa aHAIUTUYHMS Mojnen ,llpucwcrBue - OTcheTBHE - ['nmac®,
Yype3 KOWTO KyJTypHaTa AWIUIOMAlMs CE€ HWHTEpPHpEeTHpa KaTo AMHAMUYHA
cucTeMa Ha MyOJMYHAa BUAMMOCT, CHMBOJIHO MPUCHCTBUE U KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHO
BIUsSIHUE. MoJenbT MpeAcTaBisiBa OpUIMHAjIHA KOHUENTyalu3alus Ha
MEXaHU3MHUTE, UYpe3 KOUTO  KYJITYpHOTO  TNpEACTaBsHE  MpHUa0OHMBa
BBHIIHONOJUTHYECKA  3HAYMUMOCT. KBM  TEOpPEeTMYHHTE MPUHOCH  Ha
JUCEPTALMOHHOTO M3CIIeBaHE BUCOKO OIICHSIBAM pa3paboTeHaTa KOHIEIHS 3a
My3UKaTa KaTo €MOLMOHaJHA MHPPACTPYKTypa Ha KyJITypHaTa IUILIIOMalus,
4ype3 KOSITO MY3UKAJIIHOTO M3IBJIHEHUE € MTOCPEIHUK Ha JOBEPUE, UIEHTHYHOCT
U MEXIyHapoJHa pas3no3HaBaeMocT. C ToJisIM TIPUHOCEH XapakTep €
pasriexaanero Ha EBpoBH3Ms KaTo XMOpHUIHA IUILIOMAaTHYECKA EKOCHCTEMA, B
KOATO B3aMMOJEUCTBAT AbpP)KAaBHU, OOIIECTBEHH MEIUHU, APTUCTU, KYJITYpHHU
UHAYCTpUM U NyOJUKM B pPaMKUTE Ha TpPaHCHAIIMOHAJIHA KOMYHHUKAI[MOHHA
cpena, C KOETo ce oOoraTsiBa MOJMTOJIOTMYHMS aHaM3 Ha KyJTypHaTa
TUIUioMalys. MeTo0JI0rMueck M HayYHO-IIPUIIOKEH MPUHOC MpEeACTaBiIsBa
ChUETABAHETO Ha KAYECTBEH W3CIEAOBATENICKH AW3ailH ¢ Oorar eMIupUYeH
aHanu3 Ha Owjarapckoto ywyactue B EBpoBusus mpe3 nepuona 2007-2021 r.,
ype3 KOWTO c€ ouepTaBaT MEXAaHMW3MHUTE Ha KYJITYpPHO MO3UIMOHHPAHE H
MEXIYHApOJHA PAa3M03HABAEMOCT HAa bbparapus B yClOBHATa HA aCHMETPUYHA
KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHA Cpeaa.



5. Ouenka Ha NyOJMKANMUTE MO TUCEPTANUATA

ITo Temara Ha AMCEpPTALIMOHHUS TPYJ Ca MPEACTaBEHU TPH IyOJIMKALUU
ot 2025 r. /IBe OT TAX ca NpSKO CBBP3aHU C OCHOBHATa IMpolieMaThKa Ha
JUcepTanusTa, a TpeTaTa MyOIMuKalus pa3iiupsiBa U3CIeA0BATEICKUS KOHTEKCT
KbM KYJTypHaTa LHUPKYyJIaluus U HehopMamTHUTE KyJITypHU UHPPACTPYKTYpPH B
boearapus npe3 kbcHUS commanuzbM. [lyOnmkamuuTe mokasBaT 3aabJIOOYEH
Hay4yeH MHTEpeC KbM TeMara M OTpa3ABaT CbHIIECTBEHU AaCIEKTU OT
JUCEPTALIMOHHOTO U3CIEABAaHE U U3MBIHABAT U3UCKBAHUATA 32 MyOJUYHOCT HA
pe3yJITaTUTE 10 JUCEPTALNOHHHUS TPYA.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABtopedepaTbT € ¢ o0mr obem or 53 CTpaHUIM € H3TOTBEH B
ChOTBETCTBHE C M3WMCKBAHMATA U KOPEKTHO OTpa3siBa CTPYKTypaTa, OCHOBHUTE
Te3HM, METO0JIOTMYEeCKaTa paMKa, 00XBaT U OrPaHUYCHUS, KAKTO U PE3yJITaTUTE
Y HayYHUTE MPUHOCHU Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY/I.

ABTopedepaThT OTroBapss Ha H3HCKBaHUATA 3a CTPYKTypa U
ChABP)KAHME, KaTO KOPEKTHO TMpeacTaBs oOIaTta XapaKTepUCTHKa Ha
TUCEPTAIMOHHUS  TPYHd, CTPYKTypa ¥ CHHTE3UPAHO U3JIOKCHHE Ha
JTUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYJ, CIpaBKa 3a HAYYHUTE MPUHOCH HA TUCEPTAIUATA H
MyOJIMKAIMK 110 TeMaTa Ha JUCEePTaInATA.

7. KpuTu4yHu 0ej1esKKH, NPenopbKH U BLIIPOCH

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPYJ pa3KpvBa 3HAYUTENEH MOTEHIMAN 3a ObAEIIO
pa3BUTHE Ha W3CIEABaHMUATA B O00OJlacTTa HAa MyOJIMYHATA M KyJTypHaTa
murmomariisg.  OcoOeHO TepCrneKTUBHO Ou  OmiIo  pa3miupsiBAaHETO Ha
CpPaBHUTEIHHS aHaIu3 KbM JIPYTU JObpPKaBU M MErachbOUTHA, KaKTO H
IpOCIIEISIBAHETO HA poJsiTa Ha AUTHTAIHATA KOMYHHMKAallMOHHA cpeaa 3a
U3rPAXIAHETO Ha MEXAYHApOAHA BUJIMMOCT W CHUMBOJIHO  BJIUSIHHE.
[IpenopruBam Enena Po30epr na myOnuKyBa AMCEPTAIMOHHOTO M3CICIABAHE
KaTo MOHOrpadusi Ha aHIVIMICKM €3WK W CE€ HaJagBaM TOBa Ja CTaHE B
akageMuIHoTO n3mareiictso Ha YHCC.

Pazpaborenust ananuruueHn monuen ,,llpucwcrBue - OtcberBue - I'mac
IPUTEkKABA 3HAYMTEIEH IOTEHUHAT 3a MO-HAaTaThIIHO TEOPETUYHO U
EMITUPUYHO TTPUIIOKEHHE B TIO-IIIMPOK MEKAYHAPOJEH KOHTEKCT.

Kbm Enena Po36epr Oux moctaBuiia cieanus Bbrapoc: Kak mobGenara Ha
beirapus B EBpoBu3us mnpe3 2026 1. nOpoMeHS BB3MOKHOCTUTE 3a
MOJUTOJIOTUYEH AaHaJIN3 Ha KOHKypca KaTo HMHCTPYMEHT Ha KyJATypHarTa
JUIITIOMAIMS ¥ KaK Pe3yiaTaTUTE OT AUCEPTAMOHHOTO M3CJEIBAHE MOTaT Jaa
ObJIaT oTnepaMoOHATU3UPAHU B TO3W HOB KOHTEKCT?



8. 3akuouenne

[IpeayioxkeHUSAT 3a peleH3upaHe JUcCepTallMoOHEeH Tpyln Ha Enena
Bacunuii Po30epr e pazpaboTeH B ChOTBETCTBHE C HOPMATUBHUTE M3UCKBAHUS
3a MpUCHXKIAHE HAa oOpa3zoBaTelHaTa U Hay4yHa CTENEH ,,JOKTOP®, OTpa3eHH B
3akoHa 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akaleMHyHus cbcraB B PemyOnmka boarapus
(BPACPB), IlpaBunnuka 3a npunarane Ha 3PACPb u na IlpaBunHuka 3a
OpraHu3alMsITa U MPOBEXKIAHETO HA KOHKYPCHU 3a MPHUAOOMBAHE Ha HAyYHU
CTEIIEHU M 32 3a€MaHe Ha akaJeMU4HH JrbxkHocTH B YHCC.

Bcuuko ropensnokeHo MU J1aBa OCHOBaHME yOEIeHO Ja Mpeyioxka Ha
yBaXaEMUTE WICHOBE Ha HAYYHOTO KYpPH Ja MPHUCHAAT oOpa3oBaTeiaHaTa U
Hay4yHa CTE€NeH ,JOKTOp~ IO Hay4yHa CHEHHAIHOCT MexXayHapoIHU
OTHOLIEHUS, B npodecuoHanHo HampapieHnue 3.3. ,IlomuTudeckn Hayku“ Ha
Enena Bacunuit Po36epr.

. Ekaterina Ekaterina
26 mait 2026 1., rp. Codus [Moamnuc: Lyubenova Markova

Lyu benova 2026-05-26
08:46+03:00
Markova



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

From: Assoc. Prof. Ekaterina Lyubenova Markova, PhD

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences

Scientific Specialty ,,Sociology*

Regarding: Dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor" in professional specialty 3.3. Political Sciences in
UNWE.

Author of dissertation:  Elena Vasiliy Rozberg
Dissertation title: The Eurovision Song Contest as a Specific Platform for
Cultural Diplomacy

Basis for the opinion: participation as a member of the scientific jury for the
public defence of the dissertation thesis in accordance with Order No.
1270/14.05.2026 of the Rector of UNWE

1. Information about the Doctoral Candidate

Elena Rozberg was enrolled in the doctoral programme in International
Relations at the Department of International Relations, Faculty of International
Economics and Politics, University of National and World Economy (UNWE),
within the professional field 3.3 Political Science, pursuant to Order No.
393/14.02.2024 of the Rector of UNWE. The doctoral training was conducted
in an independent form during the period from 30 January 2024 to 5 May 2026.

2. General Characteristics of the Submitted Dissertation Thesis

Elena Rozberg’s dissertation thesis has a total length of 244 pages,
including 207 pages of main text, and consists of an introduction, five chapters,
a conclusion, appendices, and a bibliography. The structure is logically coherent
and complies with the requirements for academic research in the field of
international relations.

The dissertation addresses a comparatively underexplored issue in



Bulgarian political science literature - the role of cultural mega-events as
instruments of public and cultural diplomacy. The topic has gained additional
relevance in the context of Bulgaria’s first victory in the Eurovision Song
Contest in 2026.

The aim of the study is to analyse Eurovision as a platform of public and
cultural diplomacy through which states construct international visibility and
symbolic influence. The research tasks are logically connected to the stated aim
and encompass both the theoretical dimensions of public and cultural
diplomacy and the mechanisms through which the contest functions as a
cultural mega-event with international political significance.

The object and subject of the research are clearly defined. The central
research hypothesis is convincingly argued and advances the understanding of
Eurovision as a specific platform of symbolic and communicative influence
upon international audiences, complementing traditional forms of foreign policy
action.

The bibliography includes 86 foreign-language and 7 Bulgarian academic
sources, publications by the doctoral candidate, and specialised institutional
resources related to Eurovision and the activities of the European Broadcasting
Union. This demonstrates a very good command of the academic literature
relevant to the research topic.

3. Evaluation of the Scientific and Scientific-Applied Results

The dissertation thesis achieves significant scientific results through the
conceptualisation of Eurovision as a specific platform of public and cultural
diplomacy. The study convincingly demonstrates that the contest should be
understood not merely as a musical and media event, but as a transnational
communicative environment in which international visibility, symbolic
influence, and public recognition are constructed.

The methodology has been selected appropriately in relation to the
research aim, objectives, and subject of the study. The applied qualitative
research design, combining theoretical analysis, a case-study approach,
thematic coding, and expert in-depth interviews, enables an in-depth
interpretation of the relationship between cultural representation, international
visibility, and communicative influence.

Among the principal results of the dissertation are the development of the
analytical model “Presence - Absence - Voice” (PAV) and the interpretation of
Eurovision as a hybrid diplomatic ecosystem in which states, public
broadcasters, artists, and audiences participate in processes of symbolic and
cultural interaction.



A key scientific-applied result is the analysis of Bulgaria’s participation
in the period 2007-2021 as an example of asymmetric cultural visibility,
through which the possibilities of cultural diplomacy under conditions of
limited institutional resources are examined. This analysis acquires additional
relevance following Bulgaria’s first victory in the Eurovision Song Contest in
2026, particularly in the context of its potential effects - enhanced international
recognition, reputational capital, and increased international interest in
Bulgaria.

The stated aim and research objectives have been convincingly fulfilled,
and the dissertation thesis offers a scientifically grounded interpretation of
Eurovision as a specific platform with foreign policy and cultural-diplomatic
significance.

4. Evaluation of the Scientific and Scientific-Applied Contributions

The doctoral candidate, Elena Rozberg, provides a correct, clear, and
accurate summary of the scientific contributions of the dissertation thesis as
presented in the abstract. As the principal theoretical contribution, I would
highlight the development of the analytical model “Presence — Absence —
Voice”, through which cultural diplomacy is interpreted as a dynamic system of
public visibility, symbolic presence, and communicative influence. The model
represents an original conceptualisation of the mechanisms through which
cultural representation acquires foreign policy significance.

Among the theoretical contributions of the dissertation, I also include the
developed concept of music as an emotional infrastructure of cultural
diplomacy, whereby musical performance is interpreted as a mediator of trust,
identity, and international recognition. Another substantial contribution is the
interpretation of Eurovision as a hybrid diplomatic ecosystem in which states,
public broadcasters, artists, cultural industries, and audiences interact within a
transnational communicative environment. In this way, the dissertation enriches
the political science analysis of cultural diplomacy.

A methodological and scientific-applied contribution is the combination
of a qualitative research design with a rich empirical analysis of Bulgaria’s
participation in Eurovision during the period 2007-2021, through which the
mechanisms of cultural positioning and international recognition of Bulgaria
within an asymmetric communicative environment are identified.

5. Evaluation of the publications related to the dissertation

Three publications from 2025 have been presented on the topic of the
dissertation thesis. Two of them are directly related to the main research
problem addressed in the dissertation, while the third publication expands the



research context towards cultural circulation and informal cultural
infrastructures in Bulgaria during late socialism. The publications demonstrate
an in-depth scholarly interest in the topic, reflect essential aspects of the
dissertation research, and fulfil the requirements concerning the public
dissemination of the dissertation results.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The abstract has a total length of 53 pages and has been prepared in
accordance with the formal requirements. It accurately reflects the structure,
principal theses, methodological framework, scope and limitations, as well as
the results and scientific contributions of the dissertation thesis.

The abstract complies with the requirements regarding structure and
content by correctly presenting the general characteristics of the dissertation
thesis, its structure and synthesised presentation, a summary of the scientific
contributions, and the publications related to the dissertation topic.

7. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

The dissertation thesis reveals significant potential for the further
development of research in the field of public and cultural diplomacy.
Particularly promising would be the expansion of the comparative analysis to
other countries and cultural mega-events, as well as further exploration of the
role of the digital communication environment in the construction of
international visibility and symbolic influence.

I recommend that Elena Rozberg publish her dissertation as a monograph
in English, and I hope this will be done through the academic press of the
University of National and World Economy.

The developed analytical model “Presence - Absence - Voice” possesses
considerable potential for further theoretical and empirical application within a
broader international context.

I would like to address the following question to Elena Rozberg: How
does Bulgaria’s victory in the Eurovision Song Contest in 2026 alter the
possibilities for political science analysis of the contest as an instrument of
cultural diplomacy, and in what way could the results of the dissertation
research be operationalised within this new context?

8. Conclusion

The dissertation thesis submitted for review by Elena Vasiliy Rozberg
has been prepared in accordance with the regulatory requirements for the award
of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”, as stipulated in the Academic
Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for the



Implementation of the Academic Staff Development Act, and the Regulations
for the Organisation and Conduct of Procedures for the Acquisition of Scientific
Degrees and the Occupation of Academic Positions at the University of
National and World Economy (UNWE).

All of the above provides sufficient grounds for me to confidently
recommend to the esteemed members of the scientific jury that the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor” in the scientific field of International Relations,
within the professional field 3.3 Political Science, be awarded to Elena Vasiliy
Rozberg.

Ekaterina

26 May 2026, Sofia Signature: Ekaterina | yubenova
Lyu benov Markova
2026-05-26
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