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OTHOCHO:  JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHXKJIaHe Ha 00pa3oBaTe/IHA U Hay4YHA
CTEIIEH ,AOKTOP 110 Hayuna cneyuarnocm B YHCC

ABTOp Ha nucepTauvoHuus Tpya: Enena Bacunuii Po3bepe
Tema Ha nucepraumoHHus TpyA: Eeposususi kamo cneyuguuna niamgpopma
3a npogexcoane Ha KyJamypHa OUnIoMayusl

OcHnoeanue 3a MpeACTaBAHC Ha CTAHOBUIICTO: Y4aCTHC B CbCTaBa HAa HAYYHOTO

KypH TI0 3allMTa Ha JUCEPTAlMOHHMS TPyHX ChIJacHO 3amoBen Ne
1270/14.05.2026 r. Ha Pextopa nHa YHCC.

1. Undopmanus 3a q1ucepTanTa

JlucepTaHThT ce € oOyyaBaJl IO JOKTOpCKa IporpaMa KbM KaTeapa
»MexayHapoaau oTHoueHus, dakynrer ,MexayHapoJHAa HKOHOMHUKA H
nonutuka“ Ha YHCC no mayuna cneyuannocm CbriiacHO 3amoBe]l HA pEKTOpa
Ha YHCC Ne 393 or 14.02.2024 1. OOyd4eHHETO € OCBHIIECTBEHO B
camocTtosaTenHa (cBoboaHa) popma Ha oOydeHnue mpe3 nepuoga 2024-2026 r.
[Ipenu ToOBa AOKTOPAHTBHT € 3aBBPUIMI MaructTbpcka creneH no KyntypHu
BPB3KHU U TeonojuTruka Ha EBponeiickus cbro3®, Coduiicku yHuBepcurer ,,CB.
Kmument Oxpuacku®. bakanaBbpckara CTeneH € mpuaoOuTa B Y HUBEPCUTETA
o OubIMoTeKO3HAHNE U MH(GOPMAIIMOHHU TEXHOJIOTUN

2. O01ma xapakTepuCcTUKA HA NPeICTABEHUS TUCEPTAIUOHEH TPY/
JlucepTaniMOHHUAT TPY[ € ¢ o001y o6eM ot 244 crpanuiy, ot kouto 207

CTPAHMIIM OCHOBEH TEKCT, U BKJIIOUBA YBOJ, €T OCHOBHM IJIaBH, 3aKJIIOUYECHHE,
oubnuorpadus u npunoxenusa. bubmmuorpadusta BxaouBa Hax 110 HayuHu



M3TOYHMKA Ha OBJIrapCKu U Uy>KJIECTPAaHHU aBTOPH, KAKTO U MHCTUTYLMOHAHU
Y OHJAMH HW3TOYHMIM, CBBp3aHM ¢ KoHKypca 3a meceH Ha EBpoBususa u c
NEMHOCTTA Ha EBpOIENCKHUs ChIO3 33 PAAUO U TEIICBU3HSL.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYHd € CTPYKTypUpaH MO €AUH MHOro Jo0bp,
aKaJIeMUYEH W MOCIEAOBaTEJIeH HauvH. ToBa JaBa BB3MOXKHOCT SICHO Ja CE€
IPOCIIEIA U3CJIEIBAHETO, KOETO € HANpaBUJ aBTOpPA, KAKTO U Ja CE€ OLECHAT
3a1JI00YEHO BCUYKHU PE3yJTaTH U TOCTUTHATH EH.

3a aKkTyallHOCTTa Ha Te€Mara KbM J[HEIIHATA JaTa € B HAKAKBA CTENEH
U3JIMIIHO Ja C€ TOBOpH. ABTOPBT HE CaMO € HaNpaBWI H3KIHOYUTEIHO
aKTyaJlHO M3CJICIBAHE IMpe3 IIOCIECOHUTE TOJIWHHM, HO SIBHO € YCIBUI Ja
M3MpPEBapU CBOETO BpPEME NPHU MUCAHETO Ha JUcepTalMOHHHS Tpyd. Camusr
(akT, 4Ye 3ammMTara IIE€ CE€ MPOBEAEC CaMO HSIKOJKO CEAMHUIM CIeJ KaTo
bearapus 3a mbpBUM BT CIIEYENH M TO TOJKOBAa YOEIUTENIHO KOHKypca 3a
EBpoBuU3Hs € 1oCcTaThu€H apryMEHT 3a TOBA.

Manko ca JOKTOpPAaHTHUTE, 32 KOUTO MOXKEM Ja KaKE€M, Y€ ChC CBOETO
M3CIIEIBAHE Ca YCIIENM J1a U3NpeBapsAT cBOeTo Bpeme. Enena Po3bepr, obaue, e
MMEHHO €/IMH OT TSX W IO € HalpaBuia Mo €AuH Oe3CHOpeH HayuH. 3aioTo
U3BOAUTE U PE3YATATUTE, JO KOUTO TS € AOCTUTHAJA 3a OBJIrapcKOTO y4yacTHE
3a mepuona 2007-2021 r. ce MmOTBBp)KIaBaT M C MOCIEIHOTO MEYEIUBIIO
y4acTHE Ha CTpaHaTa B KOHKypca.

CTaHOBHILIETO MU €, Y€ aBTOPHT MO €IMH HAUCTHHA MHOTO yOETUTENIEeH U
0e3CropeH HauMH € J0Ka3ajl CBOSITa U3CJIeI0BaTeNICKa XUIIOTe3a, Y€ KOHKYPCHT
3a nmeced Ha EBpoBu3us npejcTanisBa crienuduana miatdhopma Ha MyOIuvHa U
KyJITypHa JAWIUIOMAalus, B PaMKHUTE Ha KOSTO IbpPKABHU U HEIbpP’KaBHU
aKTbOPH M3rPAXJAT CHUMBOJHO W KOMYHHKAallMOHHO BJIMSIHUE BBPXY
MEXIYHAPOJAHUTE IMYOJHMKH, JONBIBAWKH TpaguUMOHHUTE (GOpMH Ha
BBHIITHOTIOJIMTUYECKO JeWCcTBHE. ToBa € HampaBeHO KaKTO MOCPEACTBOM
3a1bJ00YEHUSI aHAJIU3 Ha Pa3IMYHU M3TOYHMIIM, TaKa M C MPOBEKIAHETO Ha
€KCIIepTHU M JbJIOOYMHHM HMHTEPBIOTA U C M3CIEABAHETO HAa €AUH MHOIO
KOHKPETEH MPUMEP, KaKBBTO € CaydasT ¢ bearapus.

3. OueHka Ha MOJy4YeHUTe HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

[TpencraBeHOTO M3CIIEIBAHE ITOCTHTA IO SAMH MHOTO yOeIUTENIeH HaYlH
CHOTBETHUTE HAYYHH W HAYYHO-TIPUIIONKHH PE3YJITATH, KATO CAMO YacT OT TAX
ca OIIMCAaHU B HACTOSIIOTO CTAHOBHIIE. METOMOJIOTHATA HA W3CIIEABAHETO €
CBIIO MHOTO J00pe moaOpana. M3cieaBaHeTo ce OCHOBaBa Ha KadeCTBEH
U3CJICIOBATEIICKH JM3aiiH, ChueTaBalll TCOPETHYCH aHAIN3, Ka3yCeH MOIX0J U
JIBJIOOYNHHM €KCIIEPTHU HHTEPBIOTA.



N3cnenBaneTo mocTura BCUYKH 3aJI0KEHU LEIU U 33/1a4d, KaToO TYK IIE
oT0enexka caMo HSAKOU OT TAX. To JEMOHCTpUpa Mo €AUH O0e3CIOpeH HAauMH, ye
KOHKYpPCHT 3a TeceH Ha EBpoBu3us € cb3aajgeH u ymeno (QyHKIMOHHMpA KaTo
crenu(puIHa TpaHCHAIIMOHATHA KOMYHUKAIIMOHHA HHPPACTPYKTYpa, B PAMKHUTE
Ha KOSTO KyJATypHaTa JUIUIOMAlMs CE€ peanu3upa 4Ype3 MEAUNHO
NOCPEIHUYECTBO, CIEHUYHO TMPEACTaBIHE M  MacoBa  KOMYHHKALHUS.
EmnupuunusT aHanu3 Ha OBATapCcKOTO yyacTue B KOHKypca B nepuojaa 2007—
2021 r. neMoHCTpHpa, Y€ y4aCTUETO Ha AbpPKaBa C MO-MAaJKU Bb3MOKHOCTH B
pPaMKUTE Ha €BPONENCKOTO KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHO MPOCTPAHCTBO CBHIIO MOXKE Ja
ydacTBa YCICIIHO B MOJI0OHA TpaHCHAIMOHAJIHA IIaTdopMa, KaTo TeHepupa
3HaYUMU CUMBOJIHHU U PEMYTAIlMOHHU €(DEKTH.

CrnenBa na ce mogyeprae, 4e 10 TO3M M3BOJ aBTOPHT € CTUTHAJI IIPEAU
Oe3IpeleICHTHOTO CIeYesBaHe OT bbarapus Ha MbPBOTO MSCTO B KOHKypca
npe3 2026 r., csakam aBTOPbHT € YCISI Ja Mpeapeyde W NPOTHO3UpPa €AUH OIIEe
IO-CUJIEH PE3YJNTAT 3a CTpaHara. ABTOPBT YMENO C€ € apryMEHTHpaN, 4e
ycnemHuTe Obirapcku ydactus B nepuoga 2007-2021 r. memoHcTpupar, 4de
CTpaTernyeckara KOMOMHALMS OT My3WMKaJIHA MPOAYKIUS, CUEHUYHA €CTETUKA
YU KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHA CTpaTerus MOXKE Ja Ch3JaJe YCTOWYMBA MEKIyHapOIHA
BHUJIUMOCT U J1a 3aCUJIM KYJITYpHATa pa3nio3HaBaeMOCT Ha bouirapus.

AHanu3bT B paMKUTE Ha U3CIEABAHETO U ChOpAHUTE EMIIMPUYHU JAHHU
JEMOHCTpHUpAT II0 SICEH HA4MH, 4€ KYJTYpHATa JUIUIOMAlUs B KOHTEKCTa Ha
EBpoBu3Ms ycmsiBa Ja ce peanu3upa KaTo efHa mnoaxoxasima ¢opMa Ha
pasnpeneseHO BB3ACUCTBHE, B KOETO y4acTBAaT MHOXECTBO aKTbOPU H3BBH
TPAAULMOHHNUTE HHCTUTYLIMU HA BHHILHATA ITOJUTHKA.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHM IPHUHOCH

[IppueMaM HambIHO MOCTUTHATUTE OT JIOKTOPAHTA HAYYHU U HAYYHO-
npwioxHu npuHocu. OT aBTOpa ca MOCOYEHH OOIIO JAeceT NPHUHOCU B
aBTOpedepara, KOETO TOKa3Ba M 3aJbJI00UYEHOCTTa W HAY4YHHS XapakTep Ha
uscinenBadero. Te ca rpynupaHd B TpPH HalpaBlI€HUS — TEOPETUYHH,
METOAO0JOTUYHU U EMIIMPUYHU TPUHOCH.

O6GeMbT Ha HACTOSIIOTO CTAHOBHINE HE IIO3BOJISIBA J1a ce OOBpHE
BHMMaHUE Ha BCHYKHU NPUHOCH, 3aTOBA II€ CH IMO3BOJS J1a OTOenexa caMo
HSKOJKO OT TSX, KOUTO MM HampaBuxa Hail-cuiaHo BreuatieHue. OT ocobeH
UHTEpeC € pa3padoTBaHETO Ha aHAIMTUYHUAT Mojen ,llpuchcrBue —
OrcbeerBue — ['nmac’, uype3 KOMTO KyATypHAaTa AUIUIOMAIUS C€ MHTEPIpPETHPA
KaTo JWHAMHM4YHa CUCTeMa Ha MyOJWYHAa BUAMMOCT, JUCTAHLUS U KYJITYPHO
peACTaBsHE. 3aCUJIEH MHTEPEC MTPEACTABIIABA U aHAJIM3UPAHETO HA EBpOBU3HS
KaTo XUOpUAHA IUIJIOMaTHYEeCKa CUCTEMA.



BaxkHu HayyHH NOpPUHOCH ca ChIIO MPOBEKIAHETO HA EKCIEPTHU H
IBJIIOOYMHHM WHTEPBIOTA, OT €HA CTpaHa B €IMHHA aHAJUTHYHA CHCTEMa 3a
n3clieIBaHe Ha EBpOBHM3US KaTO MOJMTHKO-KOMYHUKAIIMOHEH (DEHOMEH, a OT
JIpyra — KaTo MPEIOCTaBsiHE Ha BBTPEIIHONPO(ECHOHAIHA MEPCIEKTHBA KbM
(GyHKIIMOHMPAHETO Ha KOHKYpca KaTo riargopma Ha KyJITypHA KOMyHHUKAITUS U
MEXIyHapoJIHa BUAUMOCT. M3cienBaHeTo MMa Ba)K€H HaydyeH MPUHOC U OT
IJIeIHa TOYKA HA CPABHUTEIHUS aHAIN3 Ha OBITapcKuTe ydyacTus B EBpoBu3ms
B niepuoaa 20072021 r. To3u aHaIM3 MOXKE MHOI'O HHTEPECHO JIa CE ChUETAc B
OBJICII0 M3CIIeIBAaHE C MTOCIEAHOTO yyacThe Ha bbirapus, B KOWTO TS criedenu
IbPBOTO MsICTO. OCTaHAIUTE EMIUPUYHU MPUHOCH Ca CHIIO C MHOTO BHCOKA
CTOMHOCT.

5. OneHka Ha mMyOJMKANMHUTE N0 AUCEPTANHUATA

[lyOnukanuuTe Ha JIOKTOpaHTa ca HambJIHO MO TeMara Ha
JTUCEPTALlMOHHOTO M3CJEJBAHE U Ca aKkTyalHu. EgHaTa oT myOiMKaluuTe € B
npectwkHoTO w3ganue ,Hayunum tpynose“ Ha VYHCC. Ilocouena e w
nyOnukamuss oT  JIOKTOpaHTCKM M TMOCTIOKTOPAHTCKM  YETeHHS IO
eBponenctuka B CY ,,CB. KimmmeHT OXpuacKku‘, KAKTO U OT y4acTUE B LIECTH
JOKTOPAHTCKM M TOCTAOKTOPAHTCKU YETEHUs 3a KYJITYPHOTO HACJEICTBO
,2VHOrONMMKaTa Hayka“ B YHUBepcuTeTa 10 OMOIMOTEKO3HaHUE U
UH(GOPMAITMOHHHA TEXHOJIOTHH.

bux xenan ma cnozens, 4e JOKTOPAHTHT JOPH HE € MOCOYMII BCUUKH
aKTyaJlJHU U MHOIO TEMAaTHU4YHM MyOnukanuu mno temara. [Ipumep 3a ToBa e
nyonukamusata ,,KynrypHa gumiomanus W eBpomneicka HWJISHTUYHOCT B
KOHTEKCTa Ha TOJUTHYECKU pa3nuuus: EBpoBu3us MexAy LEHTbpa U
nepudepusTa KaTo acUMETpUYHa Mmiargopma‘, KOATO € HampaBeHa B Kpas Ha
2025 r. cnen gecerara ChBMECTHa JIOKTOpaHTcka KoH(pepenmuss Ha Karempa
,EBponenctuka®, ,Ilomuronmorus” wu ,Ilybnuuna agMuHHCTpanus™ Ha
Odunocopckn  pakynrer Ha Coduiicku yHuBepcuter ,,CB. Kimment
Oxpuacku.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

Hsimam Oenexxku 1Mo OTHOILIEHHE Ha aBTOpedepara, KOWTO OTroBaps Ha
BCUYKM HEOOXOJMMHU M3UCKBAHMSI HE caMmoO MO ¢GopMa, HO U MO ChAbP)KaHUE.
ABTopedepaTbT ChAbpKa BCHUUKM HYKHU PEKBU3UTH, KaTO MO €IUH MHOTO
yCHeIlIeH Ha4MH IMpeaBa B Mo-CbKkpaTeHa (opMa OCHOBHUTE LEIHU U 337a4u Ha
OUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYyHd, HaW-BaXHUTE €JIIEMEHTM OT M3CIEABAHETO U
HaIlPABEHUTE U3BOJM.



/. Kputu4Hu 0eJie:KKH, IPENOPbKU U BbIIPOCH

Hsmam xputuuHu O€NeXKH KbM JTUCEPTALMOHHHUS TpPYA, KOUTO €
HamMcaH MHOro mnpodecuoHalHO U akaaeMuyHo. Vckam na ormpass
€IMHCTBEHO JIBa BBIIpOCa 3a ITyOJIMYHATA 3alUTa U J1a HalpaBs JBE IPETOPHKH.
JIBaTta BBIIpOCA ca:

1. B 3agbiboueHuTe aHAIU3U, @ U B COLIMAIHUTE MPEXHU CE U3THKBA
OOCTOSITENICTBOTO, Y€ IpPH CIEYEIBAHETO Ha KOHKypca Ha EBpoBusus or
bparapus BaxeH gakTop €, 4e 3aJ eCEHTa CTOU MEXAYHApOIEH €KUIl, B KONTO
uMa CEpUO3HO OBIrapcko, HO W MHOro J00pe MoAO0paHO MEXAyHapOIHO
ydactue. Bp3MOXKHO I € ciel ONUTHT, KOMTO Beue nMame, B OIM3Ko Obelne
Ja HMMaMe IPU30BO MSCTO HAa KOHKypCa, KOETO € IOATOTBEHO CaMO OT
ObJrapcku ekun? A He € JiM mo-A00pe Aa ce mpuabpKamMe KbM IeueIuBIIaTa
dopMyna ¥ BUHArM Ja UMaMme JI00pe MoAOpaHO MEXIYHApPOJHO Y4YacTUE B
exumna?

2. Axo Bue nuec 0sxTe MUHUCTBp Ha KyJATypaTa Ha bbarapus, kakBo
OMXTe HallpaBWJIY, 3a J1a MOXKE CTpaHaTa Ja c€ BH3MOJ3Ba OT CIEYEIBAHETO Ha
EBpoBu3Ms 1 1a mog00pH CBOSATA KYJITYpHA AUMJIOMALINS?

[IpenopbkuTe MU KbM JOKTOpaHTa ca Jia MyOJUKyBa JUCEPTALMOHHOTO
u3cje/BaHe, KaTo TOBa MOXKE Ja CTaHe M C HACTOALIUS TEKCT, 0e3 Ja ce
aKTyalqu3upa IOCJIEIHOTO y4JacTue Ha bwirapus B koHKypca EBpoBusms, Ha
koeto bearapus cnedenu mbpBOTO MACTO. Bropata Mu mpemnopbka € aBTOPBHT
Ja TPOIBKM Ja M3CJIe[ABa TEMara, KOATO € HauCTMHAa MHOTO aKTyajHa.
[IpenopbuBaM cien MpOBEKAAHETO HA cleaBalns KOHKypc npe3 2027 r. na ce
HalpaBy MPUMEPHO M3CIIEBAHE HAa TOBa Janu U Kak bbiarapus e ycnsna aa
o00pH CBOSITA KYJATYpHA UILJIOMAIIHS, Bb3IOJ3BAalKH CE OT CIIEYEIIBAHETO 32
I'BPBU BT Ha KOHKypca mnpe3 2026 r., KakTo M Janu € U3M0Ja3Bana
JIOMaKuHCTBOTO Tipe3 2027 T., 3a 7a moJo0pH CBOSI UMUK U J]a Pa3NpOCTPAHH
noseue HHGopMaIus 3a KyJITypHUTE CH TPAJAULIUS U LIEHHOCTH.

8. 3akiyenue

B 3akmouenue, 6azupaHo Ha OE3CMOPHUTE KavyecTBa Ha MPEICTABEHUS
JTUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPYyJ, WCKaM YyOeneHO naa wu3pa3s CBOETO IOJIOKUTETHO
CTAHOBMILE 32 MPUCHKTAHE Ha 00pa3oBaTeliHa U Hay4dyHa CTEMEH ,,JJOKTOP* Ha
Enena Bacunuii Po36epr B npodecuonanno Hanpasienue 3.3. ,Ilonutuyecku
HayKH".
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UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

OPINION

From: Assoc. Prof. Kaloyan Dimitrov Simeonov
Department of European Studies, Faculty of Philosophy,
Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski"

Re: dissertation for awarding the educational and scientific degree
""doctor™" in a scientific specialty at the UNWE

Author of the dissertation: Elena Rozberg
Title of the dissertation: Eurovision as a specific platform for
conducting cultural diplomacy

Reason for submitting the opinion: participation in the scientific jury for the
defense of the dissertation according to Order No. 1270/14.05.2026 of the
Rector of the UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertation candidate

The doctoral candidate studied under the doctoral program at the
Department of International Relations, Faculty of International Economics and
Politics of the UNWE in a scientific specialty in accordance with the Order of
the Rector of the UNWE No. 393 of 14.02.2024. The training was carried out in
an independent (free) form of study during the period 2024-2026. Previously,
the doctoral candidate completed a master's degree in Cultural Relations and
Geopolitics of the European Union, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski".
The bachelor's degree was acquired at the University of Library Science and
Information Technologies.

2. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work

The dissertation has a total volume of 244 pages, of which 207 pages are
main text, and includes an introduction, five main chapters, a conclusion, a



bibliography and appendices. The bibliography includes over 110 scientific
sources by Bulgarian and foreign authors, as well as institutional and online
sources related to the Eurovision Song Contest and the activities of the
European Broadcasting Union.

The dissertation is structured in a very good, academic and consistent
manner. This allows one to clearly follow the research the author has done, as
well as to thoroughly evaluate all the results and goals achieved.

It is unnecessary to talk about the relevance of the topic today. The
author has not only done extremely relevant research in recent years, but has
clearly managed to be ahead of his time in writing the dissertation. The very
fact that the defense will take place just a few weeks after Bulgaria won the
Eurovision Song Contest for the first time, and so convincingly, is a sufficient
argument for this.

There are few doctoral students about whom we can say that they
managed to be ahead of their time with their research. Elena Rozberg, however,
Is one of them and she did it in an indisputable way. Because the conclusions
and results she reached for the Bulgarian participation for the period 2007-2021
are confirmed by the country's latest winning participation in the competition.

My opinion is that the author has proven his research hypothesis in a very
convincing and indisputable way, that the Eurovision Song Contest represents a
specific platform of public and cultural diplomacy, within which state and non-
state actors build symbolic and communicative influence on international
audiences, complementing traditional forms of foreign policy action. This has
been done both through the in-depth analysis of various sources, as well as by
conducting expert and in-depth interviews and by studying a very specific
example, which is the case of Bulgaria.

3. Evaluation of the obtained scientific and applied scientific results

The presented study achieves the relevant scientific and applied scientific
results in a very convincing way, only some of which are described in this
opinion. The methodology of the study is also very well chosen. The study is
based on a qualitative research design, combining theoretical analysis, a case
study approach and in-depth expert interviews.

The study achieves all the set goals and objectives. It demonstrates in an
indisputable way that the Eurovision Song Contest has been created and
skillfully functions as a specific transnational communication infrastructure,
within which cultural diplomacy is realised through media mediation, stage
performance and mass communication. The empirical analysis of the Bulgarian
participation in the contest in the period 2007-2021 demonstrates that the



participation of a country with fewer opportunities within the European
communication space can also be successful in such a transnational platform,
generating significant symbolic and reputational effects.

It should be emphasised that the author came to this conclusion before
Bulgaria's unprecedented first place win in the 2026 contest, as if the author had
managed to predict and forecast an even stronger result for the country. The
author has skillfully argued that Bulgaria's successful participations in the
period 2007-2021 demonstrate that the strategic combination of musical
production, stage aesthetics and communication strategy can create sustainable
international visibility and enhance Bulgaria's cultural recognition.

The analysis within the study and the collected empirical data clearly
demonstrate that cultural diplomacy in the context of Eurovision succeeds in
being realised as an appropriate form of distributed impact, in which multiple
actors outside the traditional institutions of foreign policy participate.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied scientific contributions

| fully accept the scientific and applied scientific contributions made by
the doctoral student. The author has listed a total of ten contributions in the
abstract, which also shows the depth and scientific nature of the research. They
are grouped into three areas — theoretical, methodological and empirical
contributions.

The scope of this opinion does not allow for the consideration of all the
contributions, so | will take the liberty of mentioning only a few of them that
made the strongest impression on me. Of particular interest is the development
of the analytical model “Presence — Absence — Voice”, through which cultural
diplomacy is interpreted as a dynamic system of public visibility, distance and
cultural performance. Of particular interest is the analysis of Eurovision as a
hybrid diplomatic system.

Important scientific contributions are also the conduct of expert and in-
depth interviews, on the one hand in a unified analytical system for studying
Eurovision as a political-communication phenomenon, and on the other hand —
as providing an intra-professional perspective on the functioning of the contest
as a platform for cultural communication and international visibility. The study
also has an important scientific contribution from the point of view of the
comparative analysis of Bulgarian participations in Eurovision in the period
2007-2021. This analysis can be very interestingly combined in a future study
with Bulgaria's last participation, in which it won first place. The remaining
empirical contributions are also of very high value.



5. Evaluation of the publications on the dissertation

The publications of the doctoral student are completely on the topic of
the dissertation research and are up-to-date. One of the publications is in the
prestigious publication "Scientific Papers” of the UNWE. A publication from
doctoral and postdoctoral readings in European Studies at the Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridski" is also mentioned, as well as from participation in the
sixth doctoral and postdoctoral readings on cultural heritage "Many Faces of
Science" at the University of Library Science and Information Technologies.

| would like to share that the doctoral student did not even list all the
current and very thematic publications on the topic. An example of this is the
publication "Cultural Diplomacy and European ldentity in the Context of
Political Differences: Eurovision between the Center and the Periphery as an
Asymmetric Platform", which was made at the end of 2025 after the tenth joint
doctoral conference of the Department of European Studies, Political Science
and Public Administration of the Faculty of Philosophy of Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski".

6. Evaluation of the abstract

| have no comments regarding the abstract, which meets all the necessary
requirements not only in form but also in content. The abstract contains all the
necessary details, and in a very successful way conveys in a more concise form
the main goals and objectives of the dissertation work, the most important
elements of the research and the conclusions drawn.

7. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions

| have no critical remarks on the dissertation, which is written very
professionally and academically. | would like to ask only two questions about
the public defense and make two recommendations. The two questions are:

1. In-depth analyses, as well as on social networks, it is emphasised
that an important factor in Bulgaria winning the Eurovision Song Contest is that
behind the song is an international team, in which there is a serious Bulgarian,
but also very well-selected international participation. Is it possible, after the
experience we already have, that in the near future we will have a prize-winning
place in the contest, which is prepared only by a Bulgarian team? And isn't it
better to stick to the winning formula and always have well-selected
international participation in the team?



2. If you were the Minister of Culture of Bulgaria today, what would
you do so that the country could benefit from winning Eurovision and improve
its cultural diplomacy?

My recommendations to the doctoral student are to publish the
dissertation research, which can be done with the present text, without updating
Bulgaria's last participation in the Eurovision Song Contest, in which Bulgaria
won first place. My second recommendation is that the author continue to
research the topic, which is indeed very relevant. | recommend that after the
next contest in 2027, a sample study be conducted on whether and how
Bulgaria has managed to improve its cultural diplomacy, taking advantage of
winning the contest for the first time in 2026, as well as whether it has used
hosting in 2027 to improve its image and spread more information about its
cultural traditions and values.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, based on the undisputed qualities of the presented
dissertation, |1 would like to express my positive opinion with conviction on
awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" to Elena Rozberg in the
professional field 3.3. "Political Science".

Date: May 23, 2026, Sofia Signature: Kaloyan i soeoncy
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