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Ot: ipod. n1-p EmMun I'eoprues Koncrantunos, BapHeHncku cBo0OOACH YHUBEPCUTET ,,YepHOpH3ell
XpaObp*, HayyHa CHEIHATHOCT: MEXTYHAPOTHO IIPABO

OTHOCHO: TucepTallMOHEH TPY/ 3a IPUCHKIaHE HAa 00pa3oBaTeIHaTa U Hay4Ha CTENEH ,,JJOKTOp™ IO
npodecuoHaiHo HampasieHue 3.6. [IpaBo, qokTopcka mporpama ,,MexyHapoHO MpaBo™ B
VYHuBepcuteTa 3a HAIMOHAIHO ¥ CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO

OcHoBaHMe: yyacTHe B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO JKyPH 110 3alllUTa HA JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY] ChITIACHO
3amoBen Ne 1366/28.05.2026 r. na Pekropa Ha YHCC

ABTOp Ha 1ucepranMoHHus Tpya: Exatepuna Uypakosa

Tema Ha AucepTanMOHHUS TPYA: ,,Analysis of International Legal Consequences of the Disappearance
of the Territories of States* (,,AHaIn3 Ha MEXIyHAPOAHOIIPABHUTE MOCIEAUIIN OT U34E€3BAHETO HA
TEPUTOPUUTE HA JIbPIKABU )

1. ndopmams 3a ancepraHTa

IIpeacraBeHUAT AucepTaliOHeH Tpy/ e paspaboTteH ot Exarepnuna Yypaxkosa, 40KTOpaHT
B JAOKTOpCKa mporpama ,MexayHapoano mpaso” kpM IOpuanmgeckns ¢akyarer na YHCC,
Kateapa ,Mexaynapoano npaso 1 npaso Ha EBporenckus cbio3”, 1o Hay94HOTO pbKOBOACTBO
Ha 11po(. a-p Aunana Kosauesa. OT nnpuao>keHnTe MaTepuaAl ce yCTaHOBsBa, Ye AOKTOPaHTBT €
IIOATOTBMA CaMOCTOSITeAHO, CMCTEMHO U Ile/eHacOYeHO Hay4dHO M3cAeABaHe II0 eAHa OT Haii-
HOBUTE M CAOXKHU IIpoOJeMaTHKM Ha CbBPEMEHHOTO MeXAyHapOgHO IIpaBoO  —
Me>XXAyHapOAHOITPaBHUTE NOCAEANIIN OT Bb3MOXKHOTO M34e3BaHe Ha TepUTOPUUTE Ha AbP KaBU
BCA€ACTBYE Ha KAMMaTU4YHITEe IIPOMEHI.

Yyactmero Ha AmcepraHTa B HIpoliegypaTa € AOIyCHaTO cAeJ, M3BbpIIeHa OIleHKa 3a
CHOTBETCTBME C MUHMMAaAHUTE HaIIMOHAAHM M3MCKBaHUs II0 4a. 20, aa. 2 u 3 or 3PACPB.
Buano oT nmpeacraBeHns IIpOTOKOA Ha HaydHOTO XypH, Exarepuna Uypakosa e gomycHaTa 40
OlleHsBaHe Ha AUCepTallMOHHMA Tpy4 U A0 HOyOamuyHa 3amurta. Tasm oOCTOSATEACTBO e
CBIIIeCTBEHO, ThI1 KaTO II0Ka3Ba, 4ye pejcTaBeHNTe MaTepuaAn ca IIpeMIHaAN IIpesBapuTeaHa
akaJgeMM4yHa IIpoBepKa U OTropapAT Ha ¢QopMaiHUTe WM3MUCKBaHMUA 3a pa3BUTHMe Ha
Ipolieaypara.

2. O0Oma xapakTepMuCTHKa Ha AVICePTallMIOHHNS TPY A

JAucepTallMOHHMAT TPy4 € IocBeTeH Ha TeMmara ,Analysis of International Legal
Consequences of the Disappearance of the Territories of States”. Temara e M3KAIOUMTEAHO
akTyadaHa M C HapacTBalllo 3HadyeHUe 3a MeXAYHapOAHOTO IpaBo, MeXAyHapOJAHUTe
OTHOIIIeHMs U IIOAUTHKATa Ha YCTOMYMBO paspurue. lloBuimaBaHeTo Ha MOPCKOTO PaBHMILE,
epo3sTa Ha KpalfOpesKHUTe TepUTOPUM U eK3UCTeHIIMaAHaTa 3arJaxa 3a MaAKuTe OCTPOBHU
pasBuBaIlll Ce AbpP>KaBM IIOCTaBAT BBIPOCH, KOUTO KaAacuyeckaTa MeXJAyHapOAHOIIpaBHa
AOKTpMHA He e pasraeXJgada B AOCTaTbuHa cremeH. /JbpskaBaTa TpagUIIMIOHHO Ce CBbP3Ba C
olpeJedeHa TepUTOPM:, IOCTOSHHO HaceAeHMe, IIpaBUTEACTBO M CIIOCOOHOCT Ja BAM3a B
OTHOIIeHUs ¢ Apyru abpxkasu. Koraro obaue TepuropmsTa Ha eJHa IIpM3HaTa Abp>Kapa
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dusnueckn m3dyesBa MAM CTaBa HeoOMTaeMa, MeXAYHAapOJHOTO IIpaBO Ce M3IpaBs IIped
KaueCTBeHO HOBa CUTYallVs.

TpyasT e c 00w obem 214 cTpaHmIiM, KaTO OCHOBHUAT TeKCT oOxsamia 197 crpaHuIim.
N3caeaBaHeTo e CTPYKTypHMpaHO B yBOJ4, YeTUPM TAaBM, 3aKAlOdeHHe U OmbOamorpaduis.
MsnoassaHu ca 3HaunTeAeH Opoll AOKTPMHA/AHM M3TOYHUIIN, MeXAYHapOAHOIIPaBHM aKTOBe,
cbaeOHa ITpaKTMKa, AOKYMEeHT! Ha MeXKAyHapOAH! OpraHM3aluy 1 peAeBaHTHN MaTepuaAu OT
npaktukara. Ilocouenn ca 231 Oeaexxkm 104 AMHMA, KOeTO CBUJAeTeACTBa 3a J00pa
u3scaejoBaTeAcKa AVICIIAIIAMHA U 3a CepMO3Ha paboTa C M3TOUYHUIINTE.

IIbpBaTa raaBa pasraexga MeXAyYHapOAHOIIPaBHOTO 3HaueHMe Ha JAbp>KaBHaTa
TepUTOPMS ¥ NPUYMHUTE 3a HEMHOTO INOTeHIMaAHO M3uye3BaHe. Bropara raasa anaamsupa
rocaeAULNTe 3a AbP>KaBHOCTTA U MeXAYHapOAHOIIpaBHaTa ITpaBocyOeKTHOCT. Tperara raasa e
Haco4YeHa KbM IIpaBHMUTE U XyMaHUTapHUTE IIOCAAUIINM OT IIOTAILIHeTO Ha AbPXKaByU U
KAMMaTM4YHaTa Murpanus. YeTrsbpraTa IlaBa pasraexa MeXAyHapOAHOIIPaBHM MeETOAU 3a
clipaBsHe CbC 3ary0ara Ha AbpKaBHa TepUTOPMs, BKAIOUUTEAHO WU3KYCTBEHM OCTPOBH,
AOTOBOPHM pellleHns, AeTepuTtopuaiusupaHa AbP>KaBHOCT, IPaBUTEACTBO eX situ, AururaaHa
ABP>KaBHOCT U ApyTH npeaaoxenns de lege ferenda.

Tasu crpykrypa e a0rm4yna u nmocaeaoparteaHa. Ts1 I03B0AsIBa Ha aBTOpa Aa IpeMIHE OT
TeOpeTMYHOTO 3HaueHle Ha TepUTOpuATa Ipe3 IIpaBHUTEe II0CAeAUIIM OT HEITHOTO M3ue3BaHe
KbM IIpo0JeMITe Ha HaceAeHIeTO U KbM Bb3MOXKHUTe pasHU pertenus. C oraea nmpeamera Ha
3CAeABaHeTO TOBa € yjadeH II0AXO0J, 3alllOTO TeMaTa M3JCKBa €4HOBPeMEeHHO TeOpeTHYeH,
HOpMaTHBeH, NPaKTNYeCK I IPOTHOCTUYEH aHaAN3.

Kato mnoaoxmnreana crpaHa caeasa Ja ce OTOeAeXM, 4e TPyAbT He pasraexaa
KAMMaTUYHUTE IIPOMEHM caMO KaTo BbHINeH (POH, a IM IIOCTaBsid B ChbplieBMHATa Ha
MeXAyHapOAHOIIpaBHMs aHaau3. Taka 13caeABaHETO IIOKa3Ba, Y€ MeXAYHapOAHOTO IIPaBO
TpsI0Ba Aa pearupa He caMO Ha TpagUIIMOHHM OPMU Ha TepUTOpHalHa IIPOMsIHa, KaKBUTO ca
IecnsATa, aHeKCUsTa, MHPaBONPMEMCTBOTO MAM paslajaHeTO Ha Abp>KaBM, HO U Ha HOBU
CUTyaumy, Opu KouTo ¢usmyeckata OCHOBAa Ha Abp>KaBaTa MoOXe aa ObJde ITOCTaBeHa I10J,
BBITPOC OT IIPUPOAHM U aHTPOIIOTEHHU ITPOLIeCH.

V3a0xeHNeTo e HammcaHO B 400bp akageMI4eH CTUA U cAeaBa SICHO pasrpaHUYeHNe
MeXAy OTAeAHUTe IMpoOAeMHU Kpbrose. ABTOPBT He ce 3a40BOAsBa C OIlcaTedeH MOAXOJ, a
dpopmyanpa aprymeHTHpaHu IpasHU u3BoAu. OcobeHO Ba’kKHO e, 4ye ca HpocAeleHM KaKTO
KJaCHMYeCKUTe TIIOCTaHOBKM Ha MeXAYHapOAHOTO IIpaBO, Taka M HOBUTe AOKTPUHAAHU
IIpeAA0>KeHNs, CBbp3aHll C IpOAbA’KaBaHEeTO Ha AbP>KaBHOCTTa 0e3 Kaacuuecka TepUTopuaaHa
OCHOBa.

IIbpBaTa raaBa MMa BaXXHO BbBEXKJAIO 3Ha4yeHMe, 3aljOTO IIOCTaBs TepUTOpuATa He
caMO Karo reorpadcka 4adeHOCT, a KaTo IopuAMdecKa IpeallocTaBKa 3a YIpa’kKHsABaHe Ha
CyBepeHUTeT, IOPUCAUKLINS U MeXKAyHapOAHOIIpaBHa OTTOBOPHOCT. To3u aHaAmu3 e HeoOXoAUM,
TBII KaTto Oe3 sCHO pazOmpaHe 3a (PYHKUMATA Ha TePUTOPUATa He MOXKe Ja ce OLeHU U
MaIiaObpT Ha IIpaBHU IIpoOAeM, KOMTO Bb3HMKBA IIPY HEITHOTO M34Ye3BaHe.

Broparta raasa nMa ocobeHa A4OKTpMHAa/AHA CTOMHOCT, Thil KaTO pasraexJja mocaeAuIiuTre
OT 3ary0aTra Ha TepMUTOPHUs 3a CaMOTO ChbIIleCTByBaHe Ha Abp>KaBaTa. ABTOPBT IIPaBUAHO
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Ipe/CcTaBsl Hallpe>XKeHIeTO MeXKAy KAacudeckaTa Te3a 3a HeOOXOAMMOCTTa OT TepUTOPUs U I10-
IbBKaBUTe KOHIIENLIMM 3a 3ara3BaHe Ha MeXJAyHapOJHOIIpaBHaTa IIPaBOCYOeKTHOCT IIpU
NpoAbAKaBalllo IIpU3HaHNE, CBIECTBYBAIll0 HaceleHMe ¥ (QPYHKIIMOHMpAIIVM WHCTUTYIIUIL.
Tosa e eauH OT Hali-CblllecTBeHITe IIpOOAeMU Ha TpyJa.

Tpertara raasa pasmupsiBa aHaaM3a KbM YOBEIIIKOTO M3MepeHe Ha Ipo0aema. B Hes ce
pasraexaa CTaTyThT Ha AUIaTa, pasceaeHM Nopaiy KAUMATUYHM HPOMEHM, KaKTO U
OTpaHMYEHIITA Ha ChIIeCTBYBAaIlOTO OeXXaHCKO mpaBo. To3n 1oaxo4 e 0coOeHO LieHeH, 3alll0To
IIOCTaBs B IIEHTbpa Ha MeXXJAyHapOgHOIIpaBHaTa AMCKYCHs He caMO Abp>KaBaTa KaTO IpaBeH
cyOeKT, HO 1 YOBeKa KaTo HOCUTe A Ha IIpaBa, MAEHTUYHOCT U IpakgaHCKa IIPUHAAA€KHOCT.

UersbpTaTa raaBa MMa SICHO M3pa3eH NPUAOXKEH Xapakrep. B Hes ca pasraesann
Bb3MOJKHI pellleHNns, KOUTO ca eAHOBPEMEeHHO IPpaBHO CMeAM U NpaKTU4eCK! OpMEeHTUPaHMU.
AVCKyTupaHeTO Ha U3KYCTBEHM OCTPOBM, TEPUTOPMAACH HaeM, ex situ ynpasaeHne, AMrnuTalHa
ABP>KaBHOCT U1 MeXXAYHapOAHO IIpM3HaHMe II0Ka3Ba, Y€ aBTOPBT ThPCU He caMO yCTaHOBsBaHe
Ha I1po04eMu, HO U Bb3MOXKHM II'BTHUIIIA 3a TAXHOTO IIpeojoasiBaHe. VIMeHHO ToBa IpuJaBa Ha
U3CAeABaHeTO 3aBbPIIEHOCT.

3. AKTyaaHOCT, TeOpeTUYHA U IIpaKTN4YecKa 3Ha4MMOCT

AKTyaAHOCTTa Ha gVicepTanyiaTa € HecbMHeHa. KaumartnynuTe mpoMeHn Bede He ca caMO
ekoaormueH 1mpodaeMm. Te nmpugobusaT U3MepeHUsI Ha MeXAYHapOAHa CUTYPHOCT, 3alljiTa Ha
IpaBaTa Ha YOBeKa, MMIpalusl, MeXAyHapOoJHOIIpaBHa OTIOBOPHOCT I CTaOMAHOCT Ha
MeXAyHapoaHusl mpaseH ped. Maaamsute, Tysaay, Kupubatn m Haypy ca mpumepn 3sa
ADbp>KaBM, KOUTO MOraT Ja ce OKaXkaT B IIOAOXKeHMe, IIpM KOeTO 3HauyuTeaHa dYacT OT
TEpPUTOPUATA UM VAU IsiAaTa UM TepUTOPMs CTaBa HeoOMTaema 1AM M34e3Ba. ToBa IOCTaBs
BBIIPOCH 3a ITPOADbAKaBaHETO Ha AbP>KaBHOCTTA, 3alla3BaHeTO Ha I'Pa’kKAaHCTBOTO, y4acTHETO B
MEXAYHapOAHM OpTaHM3aluy, AEVICTBMETO Ha AOrOBOPUTE, MOPCKUTE IIpaBa U IIPaBHOTO
IIOAO>KeHle Ha HaceAeHIeTO.

Teopernynara 3HaYMMOCT Ha Tpyda ce CbCTOM B TOBa, Y€ TOM IIOCTaBs 1104 KpUTUYEH
aHaAM3  KJaCH4YecKuUTe  IIpeAcTaBU 3a  AbpKaBa, TepUTOPUS, CyBepeHuTeT U
MeXAyHapOoJgHOIlpaBHa IIpaBocyOeKkTHOCT. Aucepraumsara yOeAuTeAHO  IIOKas3Ba, 4e
TPaAUILIVIOHHNTE KPUTEPUN 3a ABP>KaBHOCT He AaBaT 4OCTAaThYHO SICEH OTTOBOP HpU PU3NIECKO
M34e3BaHe Ha TePUTOpUATa NHOpaiul OPUPOAHU U KAMMATUYHM IIponecu. B Tosm cmumcoba
TPyABT MMa IIPMHOC KbM OOCBhXAaHeTO Ha ObAeIoTO pa3BUTHe Ha MeXAyHapOAHOTO HpPaBo U
KbM ajalTHpPaHeTO Ha HETOBUTE OCHOBHIU MHCTUTYTU KbM HOBU peaaHOCTM.

IIpakTiyeckata 3HAYMMOCT € CBIO OueBMAHA. ABTOPBHT He ce OrpaHMYaBa CaMO C
KOHCTaTHpaHe Ha IIPasHOTU B IIPaBOTO, a pas3raexkJa Bb3MOXKHU pelleHN:: 3aMpassBaHe Ha
U3XOAHUTE AVHNMU ¥V MOPCKUTE 30HM, IIPU3HaBaHe Ha JeTepuUTOpuaAu3MpaHa AbP>KaBHOCT,
IIPaBUTEACTBO eX Situ, gurnraaHa Abp>KaBHOCT IO MoJeaa Ha TyBaay, 4OTOBOpPHU MeXaHU3MU
3a HaeM 1A IpuAOOMBaHe Ha TEPUTOPUs, KaKTO U pa3AndHu GopMU Ha MeXAYHapOAHO U
PermoHasHO ChTPyAHMYECTBO. Te3du mpesaosKeHus: ca II0Ae€3HM He caMO 3a Teopu:ATa, HO U 3a
ADbpKaBlU, MeXAYHapOJHU OpTaHM3allUM ¥ eKCIepTy, KOUTO paboTAT IIO BBIPOCK Ha
KAMMaTM4YHa MUTpaLyisl, MOPCKO IpaBo U 3allliiTa Ha HaceA€HIeTO.



Temara nma n sICHO M3pa3eHO XyMaHUTapHO M3MepeHne. B leHTbpa Ha mpaBHNUS aHaAN3
CTOSAT He caMO Abp>KaBUTe KaTO CyOeKT! Ha MeXAyHapOAHOTO IpaBo, HO U XOpaTa, KOUTO
MoraT Ja 3ary0sAT cBOUTe 40MOBe, IIOAUTIYeCcKa OOIITHOCT, rpa’kAaHCKa Bpb3Ka I TPasUIIIOHHNI
MeXaHM3MM 3a 3aKpuaa. B To3yu cMucba gucepranmsra yCIeHoO chuyeTaBa MHCTUTYIMIOHAaAHATa
IlepCIieKTBa Ha MeXX/AyHapOAHOTO IyOAMYHO IIpaBo C IIpaBO3allUTHI II0AX0J, XapaKTepeH 3a
ChbBpeMeHHaTa MeXXAyHapOAHOIIpaBHa HayKa.

CrpirecTBeHa 3acayra Ha aBTOpa €, 4e TemaTa € IIOCTaBeHa He KaTO XMITOTeTUYHa IIpaBHa
eK30TMKa, a KaTO peadeH M HapacTsalj npobaem. Tosa npugasa Ha Tpyda yOeAUTEAHOCT U
oOmIecTBeHa 3Ha4MMOCT. MeXayHapo4HOTO IpaBO BUHAIU Ce € pa3BUBalo0 1104 HaTUCKa Ha HOBU
daxTy, a HaACTOAIIOTO M3CAeBaHe IIOKa3Ba MMEHHO TaKaBa CUTyalMs, B KOATO (pakTUTe Ha
KAMMaTU4HaTa IIPOMsIHA U3MCKBAT pasBUTHe Ha ITPaBHUTE TOHATHA.

Ocobeno 3HayeHme wuMa U OOCTOATEACTBOTO, 4Ye pasraeXAaHuAT IIpodaeM e
MHTepAUCIUIIANHApeH, Oe3 ToBa Ja pa3MmBa IIpaBHMSA (POKYC Ha Tpyda. ABTOPBT M3II0A3Ba
KAUMaTU4YHM TPOTHO3M U JaHHM 3a MOPCKOTO paBHHUIE He KaTo CaMOCTO:ATeAHa
IIpUpoJOHaydyHa TeMa, a KaTo IHpeAlocTaBKa 3a MeX/JyHapoJHOIIpaBHa oOlleHKa. Tosa e
IIpaBMAeH II0AXO0A, 3alllOTO IIPaBOTO TPsIOBa Ja OTYMTA peaaHOCTTa, HO Ja 3alla3yu coOCTBeHaTa
CMl MeTOAO0AOTMYHA AOTUKaA.

Temara e BaxkHa m 3a ObaArapckata MeXAyHapoJHONIpaBHa HayKa. Bbmpocure 3a
u3ye3BalluTe Abp>KaBM, KAMMaTUIHO OOycAOBeHaTa MUTpalys M 3ala3BaHeTO Ha MOPCKUTe
IIpaBa BCe Ollle He ca AOCTaThbuHO padpaboTeHu B ObaArapckara IpasHa AutepaTypa. ETo 3amio
TPY4bT IMa 3HadyeHNe He caMO KaTO MHAMBMAYaAHO JOKTOPCKO M3cAeBaHe, HO U KaTO IIPUHOC
KbM BbBeK/JaHeTO Ha HOBa Ipo0OAeMaTlKa B HallMiOHaAHaTa Hay4yHa AVICKYCI.

4. MeTOA0AOIVSI M M3IThAHEHNe Ha IIOCTaBeHNUTe I1eAN 1 3a4a49n

Vsrioa3panata MeTOA0A0THSA € II0AX0ASINNA 3a XapaKTepa Ha u3caeaBaHeTo. AucepTaHThbT
IpuJara HOpPMaTUBHOIpaBeH aHaAlu3, CpaBHUTEAHOIIpaBeH MeTOJ, JOKTPMHAJAeH II0AXOJ,
UCTOPUKO-IIPaBeH aHaAu3, IPOTHOCTMYEH MeTOJ M KasyceH aHaams. Ta3y KoMOmHaims e
HeoOXo41Ma, ThI1 KaTo IpoOAeMbT 3a M3ue3BalluTe TePUTOPUM He MOXKe Ja ObJe pellleH uypes
eAVH-eAMHCTBeH MeToA. Toll n3nckBa aHaAn3 Ha IO3UTUBHOTO IIpaBo, Ha ChAeOHaTa IIpaKTUKa,
Ha soft law, Ha Abp>KaBHaTa IIpakTMKa, Ha IIPOTHO3UTE 3a KAMMAaTUIHUTE IIPOMEHU U Ha
KOHKPEeTHHUTe cAydall Ha ysA3BMMIU OCTPOBHU AbP KaBI.

IToaoxuTeana oleHKa 3acay’kaBa BKAIOUBAHETO Ha Kasycu KaTto Tysaay, Kupubatny,
Maaamsu n Haypy. YUpes Tax TpyAbT npuaoOMBa KOHKPETHOCT U M30sArBa OIIacHOCTTa Ja
OCTaHe CaMO Ha paBHMIIle aOCTpakTHa AOKTpPMHaAHa AUCKYCHUs. ABTOPBT sICHO OCbh3HaBa, 4e
MeXAYyHapOJ4HOTO IIPaBO Ce pa3BMBa He caMO 4upe3 OOIIM INPUHIIUIM, HO M Ype3 peaklus Ha
KOHKPEeTHI MCTOPUYECKI U ITOAUTUIECKM CUTyal M.

IlocTaBenuTe neam u 3agady ca MU3IIbAHEHM B 3HauuTeAHa crereH. JucepTaHTbT
pasraexxga 3Ha4eHMeTO Ha TepUTOpU:ATa KaTO KOHCTUTYTMBEH €4€MeHT Ha Abp>KaBHOCTTa,
aHaAu3Mpa MNPUAOKMMOCTTAa Ha AeNCTBAINTe MeXAYHapOAHOIIPAaBHM HOPMM, IIOCTaBs
BBIIPOCA 3a IIpaBHU:A CTaTyC Ha pa3ce4eHOTO HaceAeHue, OOChXJAa Bb3MOXKHOCTTA 3a
OesrpaxkAaHCTBO U (opMyanpa IpealoKeHUs 3a pa3BUTHe Ha MeXAyHapOAHOTO Iipaso. B



pesyAaTaTt TpyAbT HocTura 6alaHC MeXAy aHaAu3 Ha AeVICTBAIIOTO IIPaBO M IIpeAlo>KeHus de
lege ferenda.

MeTtogoa0orM4HO  TPyABT € U3TpadeH BBPXy AOCTaTBYHO INMpPOKa OCHOBA.
HopmarusHOIIpaBHMAT aHaAU3 € ChueTaH C AOKTPUHAJAEH IIperaej, CpaBHUTeAHN HabAI0AeHNs
U u3cleABaHe Ha KOHKpeTHHM Kadycu. Tosa e ocoOeHO BaykHO, 3alllOTO IO pasraexkjaHara
npoOJeMaTnKa AUIICBa €JHO3HAUYHO YCTaHOBeHa ChAeOHa IpaKTuKa U AUIICBa KOAMQUIIMpaHa
MeXX/AyHapoJHOIIpaBHa paMKa. VIMeHHO Ipu TakmBa TeMM CIIOCOOHOCTTa Ja ce paboTm ¢
pa3ANYHI BUAOBE MU3TOUYHNULIN € ITOKa3aTeA 3a HayJHa 3peaoCT.

JucepTaHTBT AeMOHCTpUpa A00pa OpMeHTalsl B MeXKAyHapoAHOIIpaBHaTa AUTepaTypa
1 B MaTepuaAuTe Ha MeXAyHapoAHU opranusanumn. Vsnoassanero Ha gokymenT Ha OOH, Ha
aKkToBe OT 00JacTTa Ha MOPCKOTO IIpaBO, Ha MaTepuaAll, CBbp3aHM C KAMMaTa, KaKTO ¥ Ha
AOKTpPUHA OTHOCHO ABP>KaBHOCTTa ¥ MMIpaIusATa, IIO3BOAsIBA TeMara Jda ObJe pasraejaHa
MHoroacrieKTHoO. ToBa e Ba’KHa ITpeATIocTaBKa 3a yOoeAuTeAHOCTTa Ha M3BOAUTe.

5. O1jeHKa Ha Hay4YHMUTe M HAYyYHO-IIPMAOXKHITE Pe3yaTaTy U IIPUMHOCK

Hayunure 1 HaydyHO-TIpMAOXKHUTE pe3yATaTy Ha AucepTanuAra ca 3HaunMn. Cpea Tax
caeABa Ja ce OTKPOM CHCTeMAaTU3MpaHETO Ha MeXKAyHapOJHOIIpaBHMTE IIPOOJAeMM, KOWUTO
BB3HMKBAT IIPY ITOTEHIIMAAHOTO M3ue3BaHe Ha TePUTOPUM Ha Abp>KaBM. ABTOPBT IpPaBUAHO
CBBp3Ba TO3M IIpoOJAeM He caMO C MOPCKOTO IIpaBO M IIPaBOTO Ha OKOJAHaTa cpeda, HO U C
oOmjaTa Teopusl Ha ABP>KaBHOCTTa, MeXAyHapOAHOIIpaBHaTa IIpaBOCyOeKTHOCT, IIpaBaTa Ha
JoBeKa, 0eXKaHCKOTO IIpaBo U MeXKAyHapO/AHaTa OTTOBOPHOCT.

IIpuHOCeH XapakTep MMa I pasrieXJaHeToO Ha BBIIpOca AaAM AbP>KaBHOCTTa MOXe Ja
IPpOABAXU Ja CBIIECTBYBa IIpU AuIIca Ha (puandecka Tepuropusd. JAmcepTaHTHT IpeACTaBsI
pasAMdHNUTe JAOKTPMHAAHM TIO3UIMM M  U3BeXJa HeOOXOAMMOCTTa OT IIO-TbBKaBU
MeXXAyHapoAHOIIpaBHN 1oaxoan. Oco0eHo IIeHHO e, ye M3cAe]BaHeTo He IpueMa MeXaHIIHO
HUTO KJacHdeckaTa TeOpWs, HUTO Hall-MHOBaTUMBHUTE IIpeAAOXKeHWs, a TIM IIOCTaBsi B
CpaBHUTe/AeH U KPUTHYEH KOHTEeKCT.

Hay4HO-TIpMao>XeH NpUHOC IpejcTaBAsBa aHAaAU3IBT Ha BB3MOXKHUTE MEXaHM3MU 3a
3arazbaHe Ha CyBepeHUTeTa U MeXAyHapOJHOIIpaBHaTa IPaBOCYOEKTHOCT: 3aMpassiBaHe Ha
MOPCKHUTe 30HU, IpU3HaBaHe Ha IIPaBUTEACTBO €X situ, AurmrTaiHa AbP>KaBHOCT, JOTOBOPHU
pellleHs], perMoHaAHO ChTPYAHMYECTBO M 3allluTa Ha Auacmoparta. Te3u mpejaosKeHMs] MMat
3HaueHMe 3a ObJely MeXAyHapOAHM IIPeroBOpM I 3a pa3BUTHETO Ha HOBU IIpaBHU
MHCTPYMEeHTI.

OrensBaM IIOAOXUTEAHO M BHMMAaHMETO KbM CTaTyTa Ha pa3ceAeHOTO HaceleHMUe.
AucepranmaTa IOKa3Ba, ye CBIIECTBYBAIlOTO OeXKaHCKO IIpaBO He MpejoCTaBs AOCTaTh4yHa
3all[Ta Ha AuMliaTa, pa3ceAeHU IOpasyl KAMMATUIHN IIPOMEHN, U 4e e HeOOXOAUMO pa3BUTHe
Ha CIIeIjMaAHI MeXaHM3MM 3a 3alljiTa Ha Ipa’kAaHCTBOTO, IOAUTIYECKNTE IIpaBa, COMaAHNITe
IIpaBa ¥ YOBEIIIKOTO 4OCTOVHCTBO.

[IpuHOCBHT Ha Tpyda ce IIposiBsIBA U B SICHOTO M3BeXXKJaHe Ha Bpb3KaTa MeXAy
KAUMaTUIHNTEe IIPOMEHNM U MeXAyHapoaHaTa CUTYPHOCT. JI3de3BaHeTO Ha TepuUTOpMM Ha
ABpKaBU He e CaMO BBIIPOC Ha eKOAOIMYHa ajanTanusa. To Moxe jga gosede 40 Macosa
MUTpaIus, 40 CIIOPOBe 3a MOPCKIU pecypcy, 40 MpodAeMu C rpa’kKAaHCTBOTO, A0 U3MeHeHe Ha
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MeXAYHapOAHU AOTOBOPHM OTHOIIeHMs U 4O CepUO3HM IIpeAM3BMKaTeACTBa IIpej
MeXAYHapOAHUTe oOpraHuM3anuy. ABTOPBT MpPaBUAHO IIOCTaBsl Te3W BBIPOCH B 0OIa
aHaAUTMYHA paMKa.

Or 3HaueHMe e M OOCTOATEACTBOTO, 4Ye TPyAbT MMa IIpeBaHTMBHAa HaCOYEHOCT.
Me>xayHapoAHOTO IpaBO He OuBa Ja pearnupa ejUHCTBEHO CAeJ, HacCThIIBAHETO Ha Kpu3aTa.
AHaAM3bT Ha BB3MOXKHU ObJAely ClieHapuM UM Ha IIpaBHM MeXaHU3MM 3a IIpeABapUTeAHO
AeVICTBMe IpejcTaBAsBa Ba’keH eJeMeHT OT HaydyHaTa CTOVHOCT Ha u3caegBaHeTo. B Tosm
CMICBA AVcepTallisiTa MMa IIOTeHIIaa Aa Obae 10Ae3Ha U 3a pa3dpaOoTBaHe Ha ITOAUTHKIA.

6. Onenka Ha nmyO0anKanunTe 1 aBTOpedepara

Ilo Temara Ha AmucepTaumsATa ca IIOCOYeHM Tpu HOyOamkauum: ,/bp>KaBHOCTTa Ha
MOTaILAIINUTe Ce OCTPOBHU Abp>KaBU B MeXKAYHapOAHOTO IIpaBo: TpaliHa nau He?” B New Legal
Journal, 2025, No. 6 (48); ,MexxayHapogHOIlpaBeH aHaAl3 Ha IOCAeAUITe OT M34e3BaHeTO Ha
Abp>KaBHa TepUTOpPMSl BCAEACTBME Ha KaAuMartnmuHute mnpomeHn” B Young Researcher,
Jurisprudence, 2025, No. 26 (577); n ,AnHaans Ha MeXAyHapOAHOIIpaBHUTe MOAXOAU KbM
134e3BaHeTO Ha TepUTOPUM Ha OCTPOBHU Abp>KaBl, IIPUUMHEHO OT KAMMAaTU4YHITe IIpoMeHn” B
New Legal Journal, 2025, No. 6 (48). Tematnuno nyOaAMKanMuTe ca IPsAKO CBbP3aHU C
AUICepTallMOHHMS TPy4 U CBUAeTeACTBAT 3a pas3llpoCTpaHeHMe Ha OCHOBHU pe3yATaTu OT
u3caeABaHeTO B Hay4HaTa AUTeparypa.

ABTopedepaThT OTpassiBa KOPeKTHO CbAbp>KaHUeTO, CTPyKTypara, IjeAuTe, 3ajaduTe,
MeTOA0AOINATa, OCHOBHUTE pe3yATaTu U IIPUHOCUTE Ha AucepraumsATa. Toll 1103BoAsBa Ha
yuTareas ga IpuAodMe JocTaTbyHa IIpeAcTaBa 3a IpeJMeTa, I104X0Aa I OCHOBHITE U3BOAU Ha
uscaespaHeto. ApropedepaTbT e U3TOTBEH B CBOTBETCTBUE C IIpedHa3HAYeHMEeTO CU U
npeAcrassi 00OOIIEHO, HO AOCTaTbYHO SICHO CBbIIeCTBEeHUTe eAeMeHTU Ha AVcepTaljliOHHU:A
TPYA.

IlybAukanuure IIOKa3BaT, ye AMCEPTaHTBHT € 3alloyHal Ja BbBeXJa pe3yATaTuTe OT
uscleiBaHeTo B HaydeH oOopor. Te oOxBamjaT KAIOYOBM acleKTM Ha JAucepranmsara —
ABPKaBHOCTTa Ha IOTaILAIIUTEe Ce OCTPOBHU Abp>KaBM, IIOCAeAMIIMTE OT M34Ye3BaHeTO Ha
Abp>KaBHa TepUTOPUs U MeXAYHapOAHOIIpaBHUTE IOAXOAUM KbM TO3u peHoMmeH. Tosa
TeMaTU4HO ChOTBETCTBME MeXAy AucepTany:ATa M IIyOAMKaIlMIOHHaTa aKTMBHOCT 3acAy’KaBa
II0A0K/TeAHa OIIeHKa.

B nyOGamkanumnre ce BMXKAa IIOCA€40BaT€AHOCT Ha Hay4yHMsS MHTEpeC M CTpeMeX KbM
pasraexxgaHe Ha TeMaTa OT pa3AMYHM TIAedHU Touyku. Tosa e BakHO, 3alllOTO IIpU
AVICEepTAIlMIOHHUTE TPyAOBe MyOAMKaluuUTe He cleaBa Jda ObaaT poOpMaaHO AOI'bAHEHMe, a
ecTecTBeHO NIpOAbAKeHNe Ha M3clejoBaTeacKaTa paboTa. B caydas Te M3ImbAHSABAT MMEHHO
TakaBa (QPYHKINSA U MOAKPeIAT U3BOAd, Y€ AOKTOPAHTBLT e pabOoTMUA CUCTEMHO IIO M3OpaHaTta
npoOaeMaTuKa.

7. Kputmanm Oeae XKy, IPelOPbKN M BbIIPOCH

KbM gucepranionHms Tpya Morar Ja ObJaT OTHpaBeHU HAKOAKO MeKU IPeropbKH,
KOUTO He IIPOMEH:T II0A0XIUTeAHaTa M1 oueHKa. [IspBo, mpu Obgema myOAuKamus Ha TpyAa
Ou1 01140 110A€3HO Ollle IO-ACHO pas3rpaHMYaBaHe MeXAy AelCTBAIllOTO MeXXAyHapOAHO IIPaBo



de lege lata m mpeaaoxenmsrta 3a Obgemo passutue de lege ferenda. Tosa 6u Hampasmao
U3A0>KEHIETO OlIlle TTO-IIperAeAHo 3a YUTaTeAy, KOUTO He ca CIIelIMaANCTY B TeMarTa.

Bropo, HAKOM OT cpaBHMTEAHOIIPAaBHUTE Ka3ycl, OCOOEHO CBbp3aHUTe C perrnoHalHaTta
npakTtuka B TMXOOKeaHCKUs permoH, Morar ga Ob4aT A0pa3BUTU B CaMOCTOATeAHU ObAelin
uscaeapaHys. To3u BBIPOC e TOAKOBa OoOrar, 4e 3acAy>kasBa AOI'bAHUTEAEH aHAAU3 Ha
MOAUTUYECKUTe, KYATYpPHUTe UM MHCTUTYLIMOHAAHUTE M3MepeHNs Ha IpeAAo>KeHUTe IIpaBHU
MeXaHU3MI.

Tpero, B Obgemm nyOAuKamum ©OM MOIA0 Ja ce IIOCTUTHe Ollle IO-ToAsdMa
TEPMIHOAOTMYHA IPELIU3HOCT IIPY M3IOA3BAHETO HAa IIOHATUA KaTo ,JAeTepuUTopUaAn3lpaHa
ABpP>KaBHOCT”, , AUTUTaAHA ABP>KAaBHOCT”, ,IAaBall] CyBepeHUTeT” U , KAMMaTU4IHO Pa3CceAeHN
avma”. Te3u TOHATHUS ca HOBM, pa3BMBAIIIU Ce M caMU 110 ceDe cU IIpeAcTaBAsBaT IIpeaMeT Ha
AokTpuHaaeH criop. [TogobHa gopaboTka Ou 3acuanaa IpUAOKMMOCTTa Ha pe3yATaTUTe U3BbH
pPaMKITe Ha AVICEPTALIIOHHUS TPYA,.

Tesn Geaesxku MMar mperopbINTeAeH XapaKTep U He IIOCTaBAT 1104 CbMHeHIe Hay4dHaTa
CTOVMHOCT Ha M3caeaBaHeTo. Te IO-CKOpO ouepTaBaT BB3MOXKHOCTM 3a Obdellla paboTa Ha
aBTOpa, BKAIOUMTEAHO 3a ITOATOTOBKAa Ha MOHOTrpadpust maAyM cepusi OT CTaTUM IO OTAeAHU
aCIIeKT! Ha Temara.

OO6110TO M1 BII€YaTAeHNe e, Ye eBeHTyaAHUTe CAadOCTI ca CBbp3aHM IIpeAVt BCUYIKO C
Maijaba M HOBOCTTa Ha TeMmaTa, a He C HeAOCTaThLM Ha M3cAejoBaTeACKUs I1oaxod. Ilpu
TOAKOBa AMHaMI4Ha IIpoO/eMaTiKa e Hen30e>XXHO 4acT OT M3BOAUTE Aa OCTaHAT OTBOPEHU 3a
ObJello pa3BuUTHe, OCOOEHO IIpeABU/ OdaKBaHUTe CTAaHOBMINA, PeIIeHMs U HOAUTUYEeCKU
VHIIIVATUBY Ha MeXKAyHapoAHaTa OOIIIHOCT.

8. 3aka0ueHme

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha 1M3105X€HOTO AaBaM M3ILISIA0 IOAOXKNTEAHa OLleHKa Ha AyicepTallVIOHHILA
Tpy4 Ha Exatepuna Uypakosa. TpyabT e akTyaseH, caMOCTOsiTeAeH, 4OOpe CTPYKTypupaH I
HaydyHO oOocHoBaH. Tol1 1OKasBa 3aAba0O4eHa OCBeAOMEHOCT IIO ITpoO.eMaTukaTa, A00po
BAa/eeHe Ha MeXXAyHapO/AHOIIPaBHIUS MHCTPYMEHTapUyM U CIIOCOOHOCT 3a KpUTHUYeH aHaAu3
Ha CAOKHU U1 HOBOBb3HUKBAIIY IIPAaBHMU SIBACHUS.

AuicepTaHTBT Ce e CIpaBlA YCIEIIHO C IIoCTaBeHaTa TeMa. VI3caeaBaHeTo MMa KakTO
TeopeTM4yHa, TaKa M IIpakKTMyecka 3HauumocT. To JompuHaca 3a pasBUTHETO Ha
MeX/AyHapOogHOIlpaBHaTa JAOKTpMHaA OTHOCHO AbP>KaBHOCTTA, CyBepeHUTeTa, TepUTOPUATa,
MOpCKNUTe IIpaBa, KAMMaTM4YHaTa MUIpalMs U 3aljUTaTa Ha HaceAeHIeTO Ha M3dye3Balliu
Abpxasu. Ilpeacrasenute nyOamkainym u asTopedepaTbT ChOTBETCTBAT Ha ChAbP>KaHMETO Ha
AucepTalusTa U IIOAKPeILAT II0A0XKIUTeAHaTa OlleHKa 3a HaydHaTa AelfHOCT Ha AOKTOpaHTa.

KaTto mmam mnpeaBn KadecTBaTa Ha AMCEpPTallMIOHHMS TPyA, IOCTUTHATUTe HaydHU U
Hay4YHO-TIPUAOXHU pe3yATaTy, akTyalHOCTTa Ha Temara, U3IOA3BaHaTa MeTOAO0AOTN,
IIPUHOCUTE Ha M3CAeABaHETO U CBOTBETCTBMETO C M3MCKBAHMATA 3a IIpuAoOMBaHe Ha
oOpasoBaTeAaHaTa I Hay4yHa CTelleH ,AOKTop”, yoeaeHO gaBaM IOAO0XKUTEAHO CTaHOBUIIIE.

Ilpeasaram Ha yBa’kaeMOTO Hay4yHO Xypu Ja npucbau Ha Exarepmna Yypakosa
oOpasoBaTeAHaTa 1 Hay4yHa CTeIleH , 4OKTOp” B o0aacT Ha Bucile oOpasosanue 3. Conmaanuy,



CTOIIAaHCKM U IIpaBHM HayKy, IpodecronaaHo HampasaeHne 3.6. IIpaBo, gokTopcka mporpama
+MexayHapoaHO mpaBo”B YHUBepcUTeTa 3a HallMMIOHAAHO 11 CBETOBHO CTOIIaHCTBO.

CunraMm, ue AUCepTAllMOHHUAT TpPy4 OTTOBaps Ha M3MCKBaHMATA 3a Hay4dHa
CaMOCTOSTeAHOCT, aKTyaAHOCT, IIPMHOCHOCT U IpaKTHUJecka IMPUAOXKIMOCT, KOUTO Ce O4aKBaT
OT Tpy4 3a IpujoOMBaHe Ha oOpasoBaTeAHaTa M Hay4yHa cTerneH ,4oktop”. Ilopaau ToBa
IIOAKpPeIsIM IIPUCHXAaHeTO Ha ITIocoYeHaTa oOpasoBaTeaHa M HaydyHa CTeIleH.

Obo011eHo, TpyABT JAeMOHCTpHUpa, 4Ye AUCepTaHTLT IHpUTeXKaBa HeoOXoAuMara
TeOpeTM4YHa IIOATOTOBKAa, YMeHMs 3a paboTa C MeXAyHapOAHOIpPaBHM W3TOYHUIIM U
COCOOHOCT ga gopMyanpa cOOCTBEHU M3BOAM IIO CAOXKHa U IepcrekTusHa Tema. Haaure e
JICHO pa30upaHe 3a Bpb3KaTa MeXXAy KAacHYecKuTe IPUHIIAIN Ha MeXAYHapOAHOTO IIPaBo U
HOBUTe I100aAHM IpeAN3BUKaTeACTBa, IIOPOAEHM OT KAMMAaTU4YHUTe IpoMeHH. ToBa Ipasu
13CAeABaHeTO He caMO aKTyaaHO KbM MOMEHTa Ha 3aluTaTa, HO U I10Ae3HO 3a Obaely HaydyH!
AVICKYCUM VI TPaKTUIEeCKN peIleHs.

C oraegq Ha BCMYKO WM3A0XKEHO, OKOHYaTeAHaTa MM OLleHKa € II0AOXKUTeAHa.
JucepTalilMOHHUAT TPY4, MMa KadecTBaTa Ha 3aBbpIIeHO Hay4yHO M3cAeBaHe, KOeTO 3acAy>KaBa
Aa ObJe IpumeTO KaTO OCHOBaHNME 3a HIpPUCBXJaHe Ha oOpasoBaTeAHaTa I HaydyHa CTeIleH
»AOKTOp”.

Aara: 20. 6. 2026............... I.
Mscro: Copust.....ooenevnnnnnnnn.
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OPINION

From: Prof. Dr Emil Georgiev Konstantinov, Varna Free University ‘Chernorizets Hrabar’, academic
discipline: international law

Re: doctoral thesis for the award of the academic and scientific degree of ‘Doctor’ in professional field
3.6. Law, doctoral programme ‘International Law’ at the University of National and World Economy
Reason: participation as a member of the academic jury for the defence of the doctoral thesis in
accordance with Order No. 1366 of 28 May 2026 of the Rector of the University of National and World
Economy

Author of the doctoral thesis: Ekaterina Churakova

Thesis topic: ‘Analysis of International Legal Consequences of the Disappearance of the Territories of
States’

1. Information about the doctoral candidate

The submitted doctoral thesis was prepared by Ekaterina Churakova, a doctoral student
on the ‘International Law’ doctoral programme at the Faculty of Law of the University of
National and World Economy (UNWE), Department of International Law and European Union
Law, under the academic supervision of Prof. Dr Diana Kovacheva. The attached materials
show that the doctoral candidate has independently prepared a systematic and focused piece of
academic research on one of the most recent and complex issues in contemporary international
law — the international legal consequences of the possible disappearance of state territories as a
result of climate change.

The doctoral candidate’s participation in the procedure was approved following an
assessment of compliance with the minimum national requirements under Article 2b,
paragraphs 2 and 3, of the Law on Academic Research and Scientific Activity in the Republic of
Bulgaria. As evident from the minutes of the academic jury, Ekaterina Churakova has been
admitted to the assessment of her doctoral thesis and to its public defence. This is a significant
point, as it demonstrates that the submitted materials have undergone a preliminary academic
review and meet the formal requirements for the procedure to proceed.

2. General description of the doctoral thesis

The thesis is devoted to the topic ‘Analysis of the International Legal Consequences of
the Disappearance of States’” Territories’. The topic is highly topical and of growing significance
for international law, international relations and sustainable development policy. Rising sea
levels, the erosion of coastal territories and the existential threat to small island developing
states raise questions that classical international legal doctrine has not adequately addressed. A
state is traditionally associated with a defined territory, a permanent population, a government
and the capacity to enter into relations with other states. However, when the territory of a
recognised state physically disappears or becomes uninhabitable, international law is
confronted with a qualitatively new situation.



The thesis comprises a total of 214 pages, with the main text covering 197 pages. The
study is structured into an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography. A
significant number of doctrinal sources, international legal instruments, case law, documents of
international organisations and relevant practical materials have been utilised. There are 231
footnotes, which attests to sound research discipline and a thorough engagement with the
sources.

The first chapter examines the significance of state territory under international law and
the reasons for its potential disappearance. The second chapter analyses the consequences for
statehood and legal personality under international law. The third chapter focuses on the legal
and humanitarian consequences of the submergence of states and climate migration. The fourth
chapter examines methods under international law for addressing the loss of state territory,
including artificial islands, treaty-based solutions, deterritorialised statehood, ex situ
government, digital statehood and other proposals de lege ferenda.

This structure is logical and coherent. It enables the author to move from the theoretical
significance of territory, through the legal consequences of its disappearance, to the problems
faced by the population and to possible legal solutions. Given the subject matter of the study,
this is an appropriate approach, as the topic requires a simultaneous theoretical, normative,
practical and prognostic analysis.

On a positive note, it should be noted that the study does not treat climate change merely
as an external backdrop, but places it at the heart of the analysis under international law. Thus,
the study demonstrates that international law must respond not only to traditional forms of
territorial change, such as cession, annexation, succession or the dissolution of states, but also to
new situations in which the physical basis of a state may be called into question by natural and
anthropogenic processes.

The text is written in a sound academic style and maintains a clear distinction between
the various areas of inquiry. The author does not confine himself to a descriptive approach, but
formulates well-reasoned legal conclusions. It is particularly important that the text examines
both the classical tenets of international law and the new doctrinal proposals concerning the
continuation of statehood without a classical territorial basis.

The first chapter serves as an important introduction, as it frames territory not merely as
a geographical given, but as a legal prerequisite for the exercise of sovereignty, jurisdiction and
responsibility under international law. This analysis is necessary because, without a clear
understanding of the function of territory, it is impossible to assess the scale of the legal
problem that arises when it ceases to exist.

The second chapter is of particular doctrinal significance, as it examines the
consequences of the loss of territory for the very existence of the state. The author correctly
highlights the tension between the classical thesis on the necessity of territory and the more
flexible concepts regarding the preservation of legal personality under international law
through continued recognition, an existing population and functioning institutions. This is one
of the most significant issues addressed in the work.
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The third chapter broadens the analysis to encompass the human dimension of the issue.
It examines the status of persons displaced by climate change, as well as the limitations of
existing refugee law. This approach is particularly valuable because it places at the centre of the
international legal debate not only the state as a legal entity, but also the individual as the
bearer of rights, identity and citizenship.

The fourth chapter is distinctly practical in nature. It explores possible solutions that are
both legally bold and practically oriented. The discussion of artificial islands, territorial lease, ex
situ governance, digital statehood and international recognition demonstrates that the author
seeks not only to identify problems but also to explore possible ways of overcoming them. It is
precisely this that lends the study a sense of completeness.

3. Relevance, theoretical and practical significance

The relevance of the thesis is beyond doubt. Climate change is no longer merely an
environmental issue. It has taken on dimensions relating to international security, the protection
of human rights, migration, international legal responsibility and the stability of the
international legal order. The Maldives, Tuvalu, Kiribati and Nauru are examples of states that
may find themselves in a situation where a significant part of their territory, or their entire
territory, becomes uninhabitable or ceases to exist. This raises questions regarding the
continuation of statehood, the preservation of citizenship, participation in international
organisations, the validity of treaties, maritime rights and the legal status of the population.

The theoretical significance of this thesis lies in the fact that it subjects to critical analysis
the classical concepts of the state, territory, sovereignty and legal personality under
international law. The thesis convincingly demonstrates that the traditional criteria for
statehood do not provide a sufficiently clear answer in cases where territory physically ceases to
exist due to natural and climatic processes. In this sense, the work contributes to the discussion
on the future development of international law and to the adaptation of its fundamental
institutions to new realities.

The practical significance is also evident. The author does not confine himself merely to
identifying gaps in the law, but explores possible solutions: freezing baselines and maritime
zones, recognising deterritorialised statehood, ex situ government, digital statehood modelled
on Tuvalu, contractual mechanisms for leasing or acquiring territory, as well as various forms
of international and regional cooperation. These proposals are useful not only for theoretical
purposes but also for states, international organisations and experts working on issues of
climate migration, the law of the sea and the protection of populations.

The topic also has a clearly defined humanitarian dimension. At the heart of the legal
analysis lie not only states as subjects of international law, but also the people who may lose
their homes, political community, civic ties and traditional mechanisms of protection. In this
sense, the thesis successfully combines the institutional perspective of public international law
with the human rights-based approach characteristic of contemporary international legal
scholarship.

A significant merit of the author is that the topic is presented not as a hypothetical legal
curiosity, but as a real and growing problem. This lends the work persuasiveness and public
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significance. International law has always evolved under the pressure of new facts, and the
present study illustrates precisely such a situation, in which the facts of climate change
necessitate the development of legal concepts.

Of particular significance is the fact that the problem under consideration is
interdisciplinary, without this blurring the legal focus of the work. The author utilises climate
projections and sea-level data not as a standalone natural-science topic, but as a basis for an
assessment under international law. This is the correct approach, as the law must take account
of reality whilst preserving its own methodological logic.

The topic is also significant for Bulgarian scholarship in international law. Issues
concerning disappearing states, climate-induced migration and the preservation of maritime
rights have not yet been sufficiently explored in Bulgarian legal literature. This is why the thesis
is significant not only as an individual doctoral study, but also as a contribution to introducing
new issues into the national academic debate.

4. Methodology and achievement of the set objectives and tasks

The methodology employed is appropriate to the nature of the research. The doctoral
candidate applies normative legal analysis, the comparative law method, a doctrinal approach,
historical-legal analysis, the prognostic method and case study analysis. This combination is
necessary, as the problem of disappearing territories cannot be resolved by a single method. It
requires an analysis of positive law, case law, soft law, state practice, climate change projections
and specific cases involving vulnerable island states.

The inclusion of case studies such as Tuvalu, Kiribati, the Maldives and Nauru deserves
praise. Through these, the work gains concreteness and avoids the danger of remaining merely
at the level of abstract doctrinal discussion. The author is clearly aware that international law
develops not only through general principles, but also in response to specific historical and
political situations.

The objectives and tasks set have been achieved to a significant extent. The doctoral
candidate examines the significance of territory as a constitutive element of statehood, analyses
the applicability of existing rules of international law, raises the question of the legal status of
displaced populations, discusses the possibility of statelessness, and formulates proposals for
the development of international law. As a result, the thesis strikes a balance between an
analysis of existing law and proposals de lege ferenda.

Methodologically, the work is built on a sufficiently broad foundation. The legal analysis
is combined with a review of legal doctrine, comparative observations and an examination of
specific case studies. This is particularly important because there is no clearly established case
law on the issues under consideration, nor is there a codified framework of international law. It
is precisely on such topics that the ability to work with different types of sources is an indicator
of academic maturity.

The doctoral candidate demonstrates a sound grasp of the literature on international law
and the materials of international organisations. The use of UN documents, instruments relating
to the law of the sea, climate-related materials, as well as doctrine on statehood and migration,
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allows the topic to be examined from multiple angles. This is an important prerequisite for the
persuasiveness of the conclusions.
5. Assessment of the scientific and applied scientific results and contributions

The scientific and applied scientific results of the thesis are significant. Among these,
particular note should be made of the systematisation of the issues of international law that
arise in the event of the potential disappearance of state territories. The author correctly links
this issue not only to the law of the sea and environmental law, but also to the general theory of
statehood, legal personality under international law, human rights, refugee law and
international responsibility.

The examination of the question of whether statehood can continue to exist in the
absence of physical territory is also a significant contribution. The doctoral candidate presents
the various doctrinal positions and highlights the need for more flexible approaches under
international law. It is particularly valuable that the study does not mechanically accept either
the classical theory or the most innovative proposals, but places them in a comparative and
critical context.

The analysis of possible mechanisms for preserving sovereignty and legal personality
under international law represents a scientific and practical contribution: the freezing of
maritime zones, the recognition of an ex situ government, digital statehood, contractual
solutions, regional cooperation and the protection of the diaspora. These proposals are relevant
to future international negotiations and the development of new legal instruments.

I also welcome the attention paid to the status of displaced populations. The thesis
demonstrates that existing refugee law does not provide sufficient protection for persons
displaced by climate change, and that special mechanisms need to be developed to protect
citizenship, political rights, social rights and human dignity.

The contribution of this work is also evident in its clear articulation of the link between
climate change and international security. The disappearance of state territories is not merely a
matter of environmental adaptation. It may lead to mass migration, disputes over marine
resources, citizenship issues, changes to international treaty relations and serious challenges for
international organisations. The author rightly places these issues within a common analytical
framework.

Another significant aspect is that the work has a preventative focus. International law
should not merely react after a crisis has occurred. The analysis of possible future scenarios and
of legal mechanisms for pre- action constitutes an important element of the research’s academic
value. In this sense, the thesis has the potential to be useful for policy-making as well.

6. Assessment of the publications and the abstract

Three publications are cited on the subject of the thesis: “The Statehood of Sinking Island
States in International Law: Permanent or Not?” in New Legal Journal, 2025, No. 6 (48); ‘An
Analysis under International Law of the Consequences of the Disappearance of State Territory
as a Result of Climate Change’ in Young Researcher, Jurisprudence, 2025, No. 26 (577); and ‘An
analysis of approaches under international law to the disappearance of territories of island
states caused by climate change” in New Legal Journal, 2025, No. 6 (48). Thematically, the
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publications are directly related to the doctoral thesis and demonstrate the dissemination of key
research findings in the academic literature.

The abstract accurately reflects the content, structure, objectives, tasks, methodology,
main findings and contributions of the thesis. It enables the reader to gain a sufficient
understanding of the subject matter, approach and main conclusions of the research. The
abstract has been prepared in accordance with its purpose and presents the essential elements
of the thesis in a summarised yet sufficiently clear manner.

The publications indicate that the doctoral candidate has begun to introduce the research
tindings into the academic discourse. They cover key aspects of the thesis — the statehood of
sinking island states, the consequences of the disappearance of state territory, and approaches
under international law to this phenomenon. This thematic consistency between the thesis and
the author’s publications deserves a positive assessment.

The publications demonstrate consistency in scholarly interest and a commitment to
examining the topic from various perspectives. This is important because, as per , publications
should not be a mere formal addition to a doctoral thesis, but a natural extension of the research
work. In this case, they fulfil precisely this function and support the conclusion that the doctoral
candidate has worked systematically on the chosen topic.

7. Critical comments, recommendations and questions

A few mild recommendations may be made regarding the thesis, which do not alter my
positive assessment. Firstly, in any future publication of the work, it would be useful to draw an
even clearer distinction between current international law (de lege lata) and proposals for
future development (de lege ferenda). This would make the presentation even clearer for
readers who are not specialists in the subject.

Secondly, some of the comparative law case studies, particularly those relating to
regional practice in the Pacific region, could be further developed in separate future studies.
This subject is so rich that it merits further analysis of the political, cultural and institutional
dimensions of the proposed legal mechanisms.

Thirdly, in future publications, even greater terminological precision could be achieved
in the use of concepts such as ‘deterritorialised statehood’, ‘digital statehood’, ‘floating
sovereignty’ and ‘climate-displaced persons’. These concepts are new, evolving and, in
themselves, the subject of doctrinal debate. Such refinement would enhance the applicability of
the findings beyond the scope of the thesis.

These comments are of a recommendatory nature and do not call into question the
academic value of the research. Rather, they outline opportunities for the author’s future work,
including the preparation of a monograph or a series of articles on specific aspects of the topic.

My overall impression is that any weaknesses are primarily linked to the scope and
novelty of the topic, rather than to shortcomings in the research approach. With such a dynamic
subject matter, it is inevitable that some of the conclusions will remain open to future
development, particularly in view of the expected positions, decisions and political initiatives of
the international community.

8. Conclusion
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On the basis of the above, I give an entirely positive assessment of Ekaterina Churakova’s
doctoral thesis. The work is topical, original, well-structured and scientifically sound. It
demonstrates in-depth knowledge of the subject matter, a sound command of the instruments
of international law and an ability to critically analyse complex and emerging legal phenomena.

The doctoral candidate has successfully addressed the set topic. The research has both
theoretical and practical significance. It contributes to the development of international legal
doctrine concerning statehood, sovereignty, territory, maritime law, climate migration and the
protection of the populations of disappearing states. The publications presented and the
abstract correspond to the content of the thesis and support the positive assessment of the
doctoral candidate’s academic work.

Taking into account the quality of the doctoral thesis, the scientific and applied scientific
results achieved, the topicality of the subject, the methodology employed, the contributions of
the research and its compliance with the requirements for the award of the educational and
scientific degree of “Doctor’, I am convinced in giving a positive opinion.

I propose that the distinguished academic jury award Ekaterina Churakova the academic
and scientific degree of ‘Doctor” in the field of higher education 3. Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences, professional area 3.6. Law, doctoral programme in ‘International Law’ at the
University of National and World Economy.

I consider that the doctoral thesis meets the requirements for scientific independence,
topicality, originality and practical applicability expected of a thesis for the award of the
academic and scientific degree of ‘Doctor’. I therefore support the award of the aforementioned
academic and scientific degree.

In summary, the thesis demonstrates that the author possesses the necessary theoretical
grounding, the skills to work with sources of international law, and the ability to formulate his
own conclusions on a complex and forward-looking topic. There is a clear understanding of the
relationship between the classical principles of international law and the new global challenges
arising from climate change. This makes the research not only relevant at the time of the
defence, but also useful for future academic discussions and practical solutions.

In view of all the above, my final assessment is positive. The thesis possesses the qualities
of a complete piece of academic research, which deserves to be accepted as the basis for the
award of the academic and scientific degree of “Doctor’.

Date: 20 June 2026...20. 6. 2026............
Place: Sofia......cooeueeiiin....

Signature: ......................
(Prof. Dr Emil Georgiev Konstantinov)
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