YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAITMOHAJIHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

CTAHOBHIE

Or: om ooy. 0-p Illaynuma Muxaiinosa Ilemposa, Huncmumym 3a
ovporcagama u npasomo npu bwvieapckama akademus Ha Haykume, HAYYHA
cneyuannocm. MexicoyHapooHo npaso u mMexcoyHapoOHU OMHOULEHUS

OTHOCHO: JHMCepTaIMOHEH TPY[ 3a MPHUCHXKIaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTe/IHA U HAyYHA
CTENEH ,JOKTOP® MO HayyHa CHEIUAIHOCT ,,MeXIyHapOoIHO
npaBo* B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha TUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPY: Examepuna Yypakoesa
Tema Ha TMcepTallMOHHUS TPY/I: wAnalysis  of International Legal
Consequences of the Disappearance of the Territories of States“

OcHoganue 3a IPEJICTaBSIHE Ha CTAHOBUILIETO: y4aCTHUE B ChbCTaBA HA HAYYHOTO
KypyU TIO 3allluTa Ha JHUCEPTAllMOHHUA TpyA CbINIACHO 3amoBen Ne
1366/28.05.2026 1. Ha 3aMECTHUK-PEKTOpa MO HAy4YHOMU3CIEAOBaTEJICKaTa
nernoct Ha YHCC.

1. NUndopmanus 3a qucepTanTa

Huceptantbt Exarepuna Uypakosa ce e 00yuyaBasa 1o JOKTOpcKa mporpama
,»MEXIyHApOIHO TpaBoO* KbM KaTeapa ,,MeXIyHapoAHO MpaBO U NpaBO Ha
EC* na FOpuandeckus akynrer Ha YHUBEpCUTETA 32 HAITMOHAIHO U CBETOBHO
CTOMAHCTBO MO npodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 3.6. [IpaBo. CrrioacHo 3amnosen
Ne 1546/07.06.2022 . Ha pexktopa Ha YHCC T € 3auncieHa B JOKTOpaHTypa
Ha CAaMOCTOSITEIIHA MOJTOTOBKA ChC CPOK HA O0yUYE€HHUE TPU TOJIUHU, CYUUTAHO OT
12.05.2022 r. go 12.05.2025 r. HayueH pbKOBOAUTEN HA IOKTOpPaHTa € npod. J-
p Huana IlerpoBa KoBauesa.

2. O0ma xapakTepuCTHKA HA NMpPeICTABEHUs] JUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/]

[IpencraBeHUAT aUcEepTAIMOHEH TPy € ¢ 00eM 214 cTpaHuIU U ce€ ChCTOU
OT yBOJ, YETUPHU TIJaBH, 3akitoueHue u Oubmuorpadusa. Crpykrypata Ha
M3CIIEBAHETO € JIOTMYECKH IOCIEA0BATEIHA U ChOTBETCTBA HA IOCTABEHUTE
LEU U 3aJa4H.



Temara € akTyanHa KakTO OT TEOPETHYHA, Taka M OT IPAaKTUYECKa IJe/IHa
Touka. [Ipe3 nmocieqHUTEe rOANHN KIMMAaTUYHUTE IPOMEHHU U MTOBUIIABAHETO HA
MOPCKOTO pPaBHHUILE IOCTaBAT BBIIPOca 3a OBJEIIETO HA MAJIKUTE OCTPOBHHU
IbpXKaBU M 3a BB3MOXKHOCTTa OT YacTHMYHA WIM IIbJIHA 3ary0a Ha TsIXHaTa
TepuTopusa. ToBa mopaxnaa peauia CI0KHH MEXIyHApOAHOIIPAaBHU MPOoOJIeMH,
CBBpP3aHH C  JIbPKABHOCTTA, CYBEPEHUTETa, MEXIyHapOJHONpPaBHATA
IIPaBOCYOEKTHOCT, MOPCKUTE MPOCTPAHCTBA M CTaTyca Ha 3aCErHaToTo
HaCeJICHUE.

Ilenta Ha M3caEeIBAaHETO € SCHO (OpMyJIMpaHa M € HaCOYeHa KbM aHaJIU3 Ha
MEXIYHAPOJAHOIIPABHUTE MOCIEAUIM OT U3YE3BAHETO HA AbPKABHH TEPUTOPHUU
BCJIE/ICTBHE Ha KJIIMMAaTUYHUTE IPOMEHU U KbM ThPCEHE HAa Bb3MOXKHM IIPaBHU
MEXAaHU3MH 3a PEOJI0JIIBAHE HA Bb3HUKBAILUTE POOIEMHU.

[IpenMeTsT Ha W3CIEABAHETO € NPABWJIHO OINpeAeseH U oOxBalla
MEXAYHApOJHOIIPAaBHUTE HOPMH, IPUHLUMIIA W JOKTPUHAIHHA IOAXOMH,
CBBP3aHH C M3YE3BAHETO HA JbPKABHU TEPUTOPHUM, IPOABIDKABAHETO Ha
IbP’KaBHOCTTA U 3allUTaTa Ha 3aCErHATOTO HACEJICHHUE.

JlucepTaHThT M3M0JI3Ba 3HAYUTENIEH O00EeM aHrjoe3uyHa JHUTepaTypa,
MEXIYHAPOJHOIIPABHU AKTOBE, JOKYMEHTH HAa MEXIYHAapOJHU OpraHu3allui,
chieOHA IPAKTUKA U JTOKTPUHAIHU u3cienBaHus. bubmuorpadusra e 6orata u
ChOTBETCTBA Ha celM(pUKATa HA TEMATA.

3. OmneHka Ha MOJy4YeHUTe HAYYHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

JlucepTanMOHHUAT TPYI MPUTESKABA PEANIIA HAYYHU JOCTOHHCTBA, KOUTO
o0ycCaBsIT HETOBaTa aKTYaTHOCT M 3HAYUMOCT KaKTO OT TEOPETUYHA, TaKa U OT
IpaKTUYECKa TJIeTHA TOUKA.

Cpen  TONOXUTETHUTE CTPaHM Ha  JUCEPTAMOHHUS  TPyaA €
CUCTEMATU3UPAHETO Ha CHIIECTBYBAIIUTE MEKTyHAPOIHOIPABHH MOIX0IU KbM
€I1H CPaBHUTEIHO HOB M BCE OIIIe HEJOCTAThYHO U3cieaBaH npobieM. Temara
Ce OTJINYaBa ChC CBOSI KOMIUJIEKCEH XapaKTep, Thil KaTo 00XBailla BHIIPOCU OT
pa3iauYHu 00JIACTH Ha MEXIYyHApOJHOTO TMPaBO, CBHP3aHH C IbP’KaBHOCTTA,
CYBEpEHHTETa, MEKIyHapoAHATa TPABOCYOCKTHOCT, TPaBHHUS PEKAM Ha
MOPCKHTE MPOCTPAHCTBA, CTaTyca Ha HACENICHUETO W 3allUTaTa Ha MpaBaTa Ha
YOBEKa B YCJIOBHATA HA KIIMMAaTUYHH ITPOMECHHU.

JlucepTaHThT pasriek/a MOCIeIOBATEIHO 3HAYCHUETO Ha TEPUTOPHUSITA
KaTo €JIeMEHT Ha IbPKaBHOCTTA, BB3MOXKHHTE IIOCIACAMIM OT HEHWHOTO
W3UYe3BaHE 3a MEKIYHApOJIHONpaBHATa MPABOCYOSKTHOCT HaA JIbP’KaBUTE,
BBIIPOCHUTE, CBBP3aHU C KIMMATHYHO OOYyCJIIOBEHATa MUTpallvs, KaKTO W
paznuyHu Bb3MokHHU pemrenus de lege ferenda. Ctpykrypara Ha U3CiIeIBaHETO
€ JIOTUYECKH TOCJe0OBaTeIHA U TI03BOJISIBA TMOCTEIIEHHOTO pasrphillaHe Ha
OCHOBHATAa M3CJIEI0OBATEJICKA Te3a.



OcobeHo BHUMaHME 3aciy’kaBa aHAIU3BT HAa PA3TUYHUTE JOKTPUHAIHU
MO3ULIMU OTHOCHO BB3MOXKHOCTTA 3a MPOJBIDKaBaHE Ha IbPKABHOCTTA MPHU
IbJHa 3ary0a Ha TEpUTOPHs, KAKTO U PA3IIIekKAAHETO HAa KOHIEMIHUU KaTo
IbP)KaBHOCT 0e3 TepUTOpHs, €X Situ MPaBUTEJICTBO U JUTUTAIHA IbPKABHOCT.
CnenBa na Obae otTOenmsi3aH M CTPEMEXBT HaA JAUCEpPTaHTa Ja TbPCU
MPaKTUYECKH TNPUIOKMMHU  pEHICHHs Ha  pa3riekIaHuTe  MpoOIeMH,
BKJIIOYMTEIHO Ype3 aHalM3 Ha pas3IMyHd MOJAEIM 3a 3ala3BaHe Ha
MEXIyHapOAHOIIPaBHATA MPABOCYOEKTHOCT U IbpKaBHATa IPUEMCTBEHOCT.

[TonoxkutenHo cienBa Ja ce OLEHM M M3I0J3BaHaTa METOAOJIOIUs Ha
u3cienBaHeTo. B nucepranMoHHMS TpyA IOCIENIOBATENHO ca IPHIIOKEHU
HOPMATUBHOINPABHUAT, JOKTPHUHAIHUAT, CPABHUTEIHONPABHUAT U Ka3yCHHST
METOJl, KOMTO II03BOJISIBAT MHOTOACIIEKTHO pa3rjieXk/JaHe Ha IOCTAaBEHUTE
npoosiemu. IlonOpanuTe Meronu ca aaeKBaTHM Ha MpeAMETa U LETUTE Ha
U3CJIEIBAHETO UM Ch3JaBaT HeoOXoaumaTa METOJIOJIOTHYHA OCHOBa 3a
HalpaBeHUTE U3BOM.

CnenBa na ce orOenexu, ye BIEYATICHUE IIPaBU JOOPOTO MO3HABAaHE Ha
MEXyHapOJHONPAaBHATA JOKTPHUHA, OTHOCHUMHTE MEXKIYHapOJHOIIPAaBHU
aKTOBE M CHBPEMEHHUTE HAYYHH TUCKYCHH IO T€MaTa, KaKTO U CTPEMEXbT Ha
JAMCEepTaHTa Ja CbhbyeTae KIACHUECKUs MEXIYHAapOJHONPAaBEH aHalu3 C
aKTyaJIHUTE TPEIU3BUKATEIICTBA, MOPOACHU OT KIUMATHYHUTE MPOMEHHU.
Cuutam, ye TOCTaBEHUTE B AUCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPY LI U 33Ja4 ca U3IBJIHCHH,
a OCHOBHaTa W3CleloBaTeliCKa Te3a € IIOCIelOBaTeIHO 3alluTeHa U
apryMeHTHpaHa.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHM IPUHOCH
[IpuemMaM 1O CBIIECTBO 3aBEHUTE OT JAUCEPTAaHTA HAYYHU WU HAYYHO-
IIPUIIOKHU IIPUHOCH.
Cpen mo-chIecTBeHUTe MPUHOCH Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYA MOraT Ja Obaat
OTKPOCHU:
® CHUCTEMAaTU3UPAHETO 151 KOMILUIEKCHOTO U3CIIEIBaHE Ha
MEXAYHAPOJIHONPABHUTE MOCHEAUINA OT HW3YE3BAHETO HA JAbP>KAaBHU
TEPUTOPHM BCIICICTBUE HA KIIMMATUYHUTE TPOMEHU;
® aHaAIMU3bBT HA BB3MOXKHOCTTA 3a NPOABIDKABAHE HA AbPKABHOCTTA H
ChXpaHsSBaHEe HA MEKIyHApOJHOINPABHATA MPABOCYOCKTHOCT TPH IIhIHA
WJIM YacTUYHA 3ary0a Ha TepUTOPUS;
® H3CIEABAHETO HAa MEXKIYHApPOJHOIPABHUS CTATYC HA HACEJIICHHETO Ha
3aCTpallleHUTe OT HW34Y€3BaHE JbPKABU, BKIIOYUTEIHO MpOOIEMUTE,
CBbP3aHU C KIMMATUYHO OOYCIOBEHOTO pa3celiBaHe M 3auUrara Ha
3aCErHaTUTE JIULA;
® aHaANMW3bT MW OLEHKAaTa Ha pa3jMYHA MOJEIM 3a 3alla3BaHe Ha



IBPKAaBHOCTTA M MEXKIYHApOJHONpPABHATA MPABOCYOCKTHOCT IPH
M34Ye3BaHEC Ha Jbp)KaBHA TEPUTOPHS, BKIIIOYUTEITHO KOHIICHIIIUMTE 32
IBPKaBHOCT 0€3 TEpUTOpHsA, €X Situ TPABUTEJICTBO W JIUTHTAIHA
JbPYKaBHOCT;

e (opmynupaneTo u 00CHKIAHETO HA BE3MOXKHU perieHus de lege ferenda
32 aJanTUpPaHe HAa MEXKIYHAPOJHOTO IPaBO KbM IOCICIUIIUTE OT
KIIMMaTHYHATE TPOMEHH M pPHUCKAa OT H3Ye3BaHE Ha JIbP)KaBHH
TEPUTOPHH.

Cuurtam, dYe TNPUHOCHUTE ca MPEAUMHO HAYYHH, KaTO CBIICBPEMEHHO
MPUTESKABAT U HAYYHO-TIPHIIOKHHU M3MepeHus. Te ca MpsSKo CBbP3aHM C €HA OT
aKTyaJHUTE ChBPEMEHHHM MEXKIYHAPOIHONPABHU MPOOJIECMATUKHA U JTOTIPUHACST
3a T0-33]IBJIOOYEHOTO M3CJICIBAHE HA BBIIPOCHUTE, CBBP3aHHU C JIHPKABHOCTTA,
MEXTyHapOJHOIPAaBHATa TMPABOCYOCKTHOCT W 3allliTaTa HAa HACEJICHHETO B
yCIIOBUSITA Ha KIUMAaTHYHU TpoMeHU. OcoOeHa CTOWHOCT Ha Tpyla e
CTpEMEXbT Ja OBJaT pasrjelaHd B TsAXHaTa B3aMMOBPB3KA pPa3IMYHU
MEXTyHApOJHOIIPABHM AacCleKTH Ha TNpodiieMa W Ja ObJaT aHAIM3HpPaHU
BB3MOKHOCTUTE 32 ChXpaHsABaHE HA JbP)KaBHOCTTA M MEKyHAPOIHOIPABHATA
PaBOCYOCKTHOCT TpH 3ary0a Ha JIbpyKaBHA TCPUTOPHSI.

B TO3M CMHUCBJI TPHUHOCUTE Ha TpyJda MoraT jJa OBbJaT OICHEHH KaTo
3HaYUMHU KaKTO OT TCOPCTHYHA, Taka M OT MpaKTUYecKa TIIeHa Touka. TpyabT
€ HACOYCH KbM H3SACHSBAHETO Ha BBIPOCH, IO KOUTO BCE OIIE JIUIICBAT
OOIIONIPUETH PENICHUs KaKTO B MEXKIyHAPOIHOIPAaBHATA TEOPHUS, Taka U B
MEXKIyHapOJHaTa MpakTuka. Toi oborarsBa HaydYHUTE W3CICABAHUS IO €HA
CPaBHHTEITHO HOBa W JIMHAMUYHO pa3BHBAaIlla Ce MpOOJIeMaTHKa W Ch31aBa
n00pa ocHOBA 3a ObJCIIN pa3pabOTKH B Ta3u 00JIACT.

5. OmneHka Ha My0JMKALMUTE 10 AUCEPTANUATA

[lo Temara Ha AWCEPTAIMOHHUSA TPYJ Ca MPEACTABEHH TPU IMyOJIMKAIINH,
MOCBETCHU Ha PA3JIUYHU aCMEKTH Ha MEXIYHAPOIHOMPABHUTE MOCIEIUIIA OT
M34€3BaHETO Ha AbP>KaBHU TEPUTOPUM BCICACTBUE HA KIMMATUUHUTE TPOMEHHU.
Te pasriexaar BbIPOCH, CBBP3aHU ChC ChXPAHSBAHETO HA JAbP>KaBHOCTTa Ha
MOTHBAIIUTE OCTPOBHU JbPXKABH, MEXIYHAPOJIHOMPABHUTE TMOCIEAUIIM OT
W3YE3BAHETO Ha JIbpKAaBHA TEPUTOPHUS U BB3MOXKHUTE TMPABHU MOJIXOAM 34
peoiojisiBaHe Ha BB3HUKBaUTe mpooOiemu. [lyOnukanuure KOpecnoHAUpPAT
ChC ChIBPHKAHUETO HA TUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/ U OTpa3siBaT OCHOBHU PE3yJITATH
OT MPOBEAECHOTO U3CIIEABAHE.

Hapen ¢ mybnukanuute o TemaTa Ha JUCEpTalMsITa € MPEACTaBeHa U T0-
paHHa IMyOJMKaIusi, TMOCBETeHAa Ha KOH(IMKTa B MmuaHMap W HErOBOTO
3HQYEHWE B  KOHTEKCTa HAa  ChBPEMEHHOTO  KHUTalCKO-aMEPUKAHCKO
ChIIEpHUYECTBO. Makap /a He € HENOCPEJICTBEHO CBBbp3aHa C MpeaMeTa Ha



HACTOAIIOTO AUCEPTALMOHHO H3CJICABAHE, TS CBUACTEICTBA 3a TPACH HMHTEPEC
Ha IMCEPTAaHTa KbM MEXIyHAPOJHOIPAaBHATA U MOJIUTUYECKATA IPOOJIEeMaTHKA.

Cunram, ye NpeACTaBEHUTE MyOJIMKALMM ca JOCTaThYHU 1O 00eM U
ChJIbP)KaHUE U OCHUTYpsIBAT HeoOXoauMmaTa MyOJMYHOCT Ha PE3yJITaTUTE OT
Hay4YyHOTO u3cieqBaHe. Te moka3BaT CHOCOOHOCT 3a CaMOCTOSITEIHA Hay4Ha
paboTa, yMeHHE 3a aHAIM3 Ha aKTyaJHd MEXKIYyHapOJHONPABHU BBIPOCH U
IIOCJIEA0BATEIHOCT B HAYYHUTE UHTEPECU HA JUcCepTaHTa. Bb3 OCHOBa Ha TOBa
IIpUeMaM, Y€ KOJIMYECTBEHUTE U KAYECTBEHHUTE II0KA3aTE€Id OTHOCHO
MyOJIMKAIMOHHATA JEHHOCT Ca U3I'bJIHECHH.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaTbT OTpa3siBa KOPEKTHO CHIABPKAHUETO HA JIUCEPTAIMOHHUS
TPYyJ, HEroBaTa CTPYKTypa, IOCTaBEHUTE 1€MW M 3a/laud, H3MOJI3BaHATa
METOJI0JIOTUSI U OCHOBHHUTE PE3YITATH OT U3CIEABAHETO.

[IpeacraBeHuTe HAy4YHU U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU TMPUHOCH CHOTBETCTBAT Ha
ChABPKAHUETO Ha Jaucepranuara. ABTopedepaThbT U3MBIHSABA CBOETO
IpeIHa3HAYCHHE J1a TPEICTaBU CUHTE3UPAHO OCHOBHUTE TIOJIOKEHUS Ha TPyAa.

7. Kputu4Hu 0eJie:KKH, NPENOPbKU U BbIIPOCH

Hapen c Oe3cnopHuTe JOCTOMHCTBA Ha JUCEPTALMOHHMS TPYJ MoOTraT Ja
ObJIaT OTHPABEHU U HAKOM MPEMOPHKHU 32 OBJACIIO pa3BUTUE HA U3CIIEABAHETO.

Ha mbpBO MscTO, 3acimyxkaBa MO0-3adbJ00YEHO pa3paboTBaHE Ha
KOHLIECTILMSTA 33 JbPKABHOCT 0€3 TEpUTOPHS, BKIIOYUTEIHO BBIPOCUTE 3a
YOPOKHIBAHETO HA JIbp’KaBHATa BJIACT, FOPUCAMUKIUATA U MEXKIYHAPOIHOTO
IPEICTaBUTEIICTBO IIPU JIUIICA HA TEPUTOPHUSL.

Ha BTOpO MsicTO, HHTEpEC NpPEACTaBIIsABA MO-HATATBHIIHOTO HM3CJEABAHE HA
MEXAYHapOIHOIIPaBHUTE MOCIEINLN 32 MOPCKUTE IPOCTPAHCTBA U CBBP3aHUTE
C TSX CYBEPEHHM IMpaBa MPHU IBJIHO WJIM YaCTMYHO HM3YE€3BAaHE Ha JAbprKaBHA
TEPUTOPUS BCIAEACTBUE HA KIMMATUYHUTE IPOMEHMU.

[locoueHute mpenopbKM HE HaMalsBaT HAay4YHUTE JIOCTOMHCTBA Ha
IUCEPTALMOHHUS TPyA M cleBa Ja ObAAT pas3riekJaHd KaTo Bb3MOXKHU
HAaCOKH 3a MO-HATaTBIIHO Pa3BUTHE HA HAYYHHUTE U3CJIC/IBAHMS HA JHCEPTaHTa
B Ta3M aKTyaJlHA U NIEPCIEKTUBHA 00JIaCT HA MEXIAYHAPOIHOTO MPaBo.

8. 3akJouenne

[TpencraBeHUAT aUCEpTAllMOHEH TPyn Ha Tema ,,Analysis of International
Legal Consequences of the Disappearance of the Territories of States*
MPEIICTaBIsIBA CAMOCTOSATEIIHO HAYYHO H3CJICBAHE IO aKTyaJIeH M 3HAYUM
MEXTyHApOAHONIPaBeH MpoOieM. TpyabT Chabpika pe3yiTaTd C HAy4YeH W
HAYYHO-TIPIJIOKEH XapakTep W OTroBaps HAa HM3WCKBaHHMATA Ha 3aKkoHa 3a



pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJieMUYHUs cbeTaB B PeryOnuka bearapust.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha H3JII0KEHOTO JlaBaM I[OJOXHUTEIHA OIEHKa Ha
JIUCEPTALMOHHUS TPY/ U IpejjiaraM Ha yBa)kaéMOTO HAay4HO JKypH Jla IPUCHIU
Ha Ekarepumna UypaxoBa oOpa3oBarenHara UM Hay4dHa CTENEH ,,JJOKTOp® B
oOnacT Ha BHcuie oOpa3zoBaHue 3. CoUMaaHU, CTONAHCKU W IPAaBHU HAYKH,
mpodecuonamHo  Hampasienue ~ 3.6.  IIpaBo, JOKTOpcka  mporpama
»»MEXKITyHapOIHO ITPaBo*.

Jlata: 22.06.2026r. IToammc:
I'p. Codus
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STATEMENT

By: Assoc. Prof. Dr Paunita Mihaylova Petrova, Institute of State and Law at
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, research specialism: International Law
and International Relations

Re: a doctoral thesis for the award of the academic and scientific degree of
‘Doctor’_in the scientific discipline of ‘International Law’ at the University of
National and World Economy.

Author of the doctoral thesis:  Ekaterina Churakova
Title of the doctoral thesis: ‘Analysis  of the International Legal
Consequences of the Disappearance of the Territories of States’

Basis for submitting this opinion: membership of the academic jury for the
defence of the doctoral thesis in accordance with Order No. 1366 of 28 May
2026 issued by the Vice-Rector for Research at the University of National and
World Economy.

9. Information about the doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidate, Ekaterina Churakova, studied on the doctoral
programme in ‘International Law’ at the Department of International and EU
Law, Faculty of Law, University of National and World Economy, within
professional field 3.6. Law. Pursuant to Order No. 1546 of 7 June 2022 issued
by the Rector of UNWE, she was enrolled in a self-directed doctoral
programme with a duration of three years, from 12 May 2022 to 12 May 2025.
The doctoral candidate’s supervisor is Prof. Dr Diana Petrova Kovacheva.

10.General description of the submitted doctoral thesis

The submitted doctoral thesis comprises 214 pages and consists of an
introduction, four chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography. The structure of
the research is logically coherent and corresponds to the stated aims and
objectives.

The topic is relevant from both a theoretical and a practical perspective. In



recent years, climate change and rising sea levels have raised questions about
the future of small island states and the possibility of a partial or complete loss
of their territory. This gives rise to a number of complex issues under
international law relating to statehood, sovereignty, legal personality under
international law, maritime zones and the status of the affected population.

The aim of the study is clearly formulated and focuses on analysing the
consequences under international law of the disappearance of state territories as
a result of climate change, and on identifying possible legal mechanisms to
address the emerging problems.

The subject matter of the study is correctly defined and covers the norms,
principles and doctrinal approaches under international law relating to the
disappearance of state territories, the continuity of statehood and the protection
of the affected population.

The doctoral candidate draws on a substantial body of English-language
literature, international legal instruments, documents of international
organisations, case law and doctrinal studies. The bibliography is extensive and
appropriate to the specific nature of the topic.

11.Assessment of the scientific and applied research results obtained

The thesis possesses a number of academic merits which determine its
relevance and significance from both a theoretical and a practical perspective.

Among the positive aspects of the thesis is the systematisation of existing
approaches under international law to a relatively new and as yet insufficiently
researched problem. The topic is distinguished by its complex nature, as it
covers issues from various fields of international law relating to statehood,
sovereignty, international legal personality, the legal regime of maritime spaces,
the status of the population and the protection of human rights in the context of
climate change.

The author systematically examines the significance of territory as an
element of statehood, the possible consequences of its disappearance for the
legal personality of states under international law, issues relating to climate-
induced migration, and various possible solutions de lege ferenda. The structure
of the study is logically coherent and allows for the gradual unfolding of the
main research thesis.

Particular attention should be paid to the analysis of the various doctrinal
positions regarding the possibility of statehood continuing in the event of a
complete loss of territory, as well as the examination of concepts such as
deterritorialized statehood, ex situ government and digital statehood. The
author’s endeavour to seek practically applicable solutions to the problems
under consideration should also be noted, including through an analysis of



various models for preserving legal personality under international law and
state continuity.

The research methodology employed should also be viewed positively.
The thesis consistently applies the normative-legal, doctrinal, comparative-legal
and case-study methods, which allow for a multifaceted examination of the
issues raised. The methods selected are appropriate to the subject matter and
objectives of the research and provide the necessary methodological basis for
the conclusions drawn.

It should be noted that the author demonstrates an impressive knowledge
of international legal doctrine, the relevant international legal instruments and
contemporary academic debates on the subject, as well as a commitment to
combining classical international legal analysis with the current challenges
posed by climate change. | consider that the aim and objectives set out in the
thesis have been achieved, and that the main research thesis has been
consistently defended and substantiated.

12.Assessment of the academic and applied academic contributions

| accept, in substance, the scientific and practical contributions claimed by

the doctoral candidate.

Among the more significant contributions of the thesis, the following can be

highlighted:

e the systematisation and comprehensive study of the consequences under
international law of the disappearance of state territories as a result of
climate change;

e the analysis of the possibility of maintaining statehood and preserving
legal personality under international law in the event of total or partial
loss of territory;

e an examination of the status under international law of the populations of
states threatened with disappearance, including issues relating to climate-
induced displacement and the protection of those affected;

e analysing and evaluating various models for preserving statehood and
legal personality under international law in the event of the disappearance
of state territory, including the concepts of deterritorialized statehood, ex
situ government and digital statehood;

e the formulation and discussion of possible de lege ferenda solutions for
adapting international law to the consequences of climate change and the
risk of the disappearance of state territories.

| consider that the contributions are primarily academic, while also having

practical applications. They are directly linked to one of the pressing



contemporary issues in international law and contribute to a more in-depth
examination of matters relating to statehood, legal personality under
international law and the protection of the population in the context of climate
change. Of particular value in this work is the endeavour to examine, in their
interrelationship, various aspects of the problem under international law and to
analyse the possibilities for preserving statehood and legal personality under
international law in the event of the loss of state territory.

In this sense, the contributions of this work can be regarded as significant
from both a theoretical and a practical perspective. The work aims to clarify
issues on which there are still no generally accepted solutions, either in
international legal theory or in international practice. It enriches academic
research on a relatively new and rapidly evolving set of issues and lays a solid
foundation for future work in this field.

13.Assessment of the publications related to the thesis

Three publications on the subject of the thesis have been presented, each
devoted to different aspects of the consequences under international law of the
disappearance of state territories as a result of climate change. They examine
Issues relating to the preservation of statehood in sinking island states, the
consequences under international law of the disappearance of state territory, and
possible legal approaches to overcoming the problems that arise. The
publications correspond to the content of the doctoral thesis and reflect the main
findings of the research conducted.

Alongside the publications on the thesis topic, an earlier publication is also
presented, devoted to the conflict in Myanmar and its significance in the context
of contemporary Sino-American rivalry. Although not directly related to the
subject of the present doctoral research, it demonstrates the doctoral candidate’s
sustained interest in issues of international law and politics.

| consider that the publications presented are sufficient in terms of both
volume and content and ensure adequate dissemination of the research results.
They demonstrate the ability to carry out independent research, a skill in
analysing current issues in international law, and consistency in the doctoral
candidate’s research interests. On this basis, | conclude that the quantitative and
qualitative criteria regarding publication activity have been met.

14.Assessment of the abstract

The abstract accurately reflects the content of the thesis, its structure, the
objectives and tasks set, the methodology used and the main findings of the
research.
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The scientific and practical contributions presented correspond to the content
of the thesis. The abstract fulfils its purpose of providing a summary of the
main points of the thesis.

15.Critical comments, recommendations and questions

Alongside the indisputable merits of the thesis, some recommendations for
the future development of the research may be made.

Firstly, the concept of statehood without territory deserves more in-depth
exploration, including issues relating to the exercise of state authority,
jurisdiction and international representation in the absence of territory.

Secondly, it would be of interest to conduct further research into the
consequences under international law for maritime spaces and the associated
sovereign rights in the event of the complete or partial disappearance of state
territory as a result of climate change.

These recommendations do not detract from the academic merits of the
thesis and should be regarded as possible guidelines for the further development
of the author’s research in this topical and promising area of international law.

16.Conclusion

The presented doctoral thesis on the topic ‘Analysis of International Legal
Consequences of the Disappearance of the Territories of States’ constitutes an
independent piece of academic research on a topical and significant issue in
international law. The thesis contains findings of both a scientific and applied
nature and meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

On the basis of the above, | give a positive assessment of the doctoral thesis
and propose that the distinguished academic jury award Ekaterina Churakova
the academic and scientific degree of ‘Doctor’ in the field of higher education
3. Social, Economic and Legal Sciences, professional field 3.6. Law, doctoral
programme ‘International Law’.

Date: 22 June 2026 Signature:
Sofia
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