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Or:  Ilpodecop, nokrop Ha Haykure, Tuxomupa 3naranosa 3natanosa

Daxynmem no obwecmeeno 30pase »1po.0-p Lexomup Bodenuuapos, omm
Meouyurncku ynueepcumem - Copus

Hayuna  cneyuannocm: Coyuanna  meduyuna u opaaHuzayus  Ha
30paseonasearnemo u gpapmayusma

OtHocHO:  mucepTaumoHeH Tpyx 3a NPUCHXIaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTesHa U HayyHa
CTeNeH ,J0KTOp® HayyHata crenuanHoct ,OpraHusamus u
YUPaBICHHE WU3BBH cepaTa Ha MAaTE€pUATHOTO IPOU3BOICTBO
(my6muana anmunucTpanmst)” B VHCC.

Ocnosanue 3a mpescTaBsHe Ha peLeH3UATA: y4acTHe B CbCTaBa Ha HAyYHOTO
KYypH ~ TI0  3allMTa  Ha  JHCEPTAMOHHMA TpyAd CHINIACHO  3amoBen
Ne2806/20.10.2022 r. Ha Pextopa na YHCC.

ABTOp Ha NUCEePTALMOHHUS TpyL:  Hnusna Amanacosa benuuenosa

Tema Ha nuceprauwonnms tpyn: I7 O/ OBPABAHE HA PEUMEBYPCHHUTE
[IOJINTHKH 34  MEJHIUHCKH
H3EJIHA B BBJITAPHA

1. Undopmanusi 3a qucepranra

JlucepranTkata ce e  obyuaBana B kameopa ,, IIy6ruuna
aomunucmpayus “/paxynmem ,, Ynpaerenue u aomunucmpayus“ sa YHCC o
Hayunama cneyuannocm ,,OpraHu3alysi M yNpaBlIeHHE H3BBH cepara Ha
MAaTepUaTHOTO MPOM3BOACTBO (ITyOIMYHA aAMUHUCTPAIHS)” CHIIACHO 3amoBes
Ha Pektopa Ha YHCC Nel1299/03.06.2019 r. OOyueHuero e ochimecTBeHO B
c60600na hopma npe3 nepuona 22.05.2019-22.05.2022 r.



MnusHa AranacoBa bBenudeHoBa e MarucTbp M0 HKOHOMHMKA OT
YHHBEpCHTETA 332 HALMOHAJTHO M CBETOBHO CTOMAHCTBO Che CIIENHATHOCT
MKOHOMHKA M YNpaBJICHUE Ha HHIYCTPHATa U MeXIyHapoaHO HKOHOMHYECKO
cbTpyanndecTso or 2000 r. Ilpes 2018 r. mpunobusa kBanmuduKanms 3npasen
Mennmxkmbar B YHCC. 3asspmsa  PROFFESIONAL EXECUTIVE
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 8 BUSINESS EDUCATION FOR
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. IlpuTexaBa AuMIoMa oT
International business management institute 8 Bepus, Germany - Economics
and International Business u International Politics.

YyactBa Kato KOHCYATaHT Ha NAMS MARKETING, Ilotnanmus,
AObpauiin U npoBexaa 2 rogumHo npoyusate B LlloTnanaus B o61acTTa Ha
Hali-HOBUTE TEH/CHIMH M TEXHOJOTMH B 3[paBONAa3BaHETO M 3IPaBOCJIOBHUS
HaYMH Ha OJKMBOT, 31pPAaBHUTE TEXHOJOTMM M OLEHKAaTa Ha 37paBHUTE
TexHoyorud Ha uactutyta NICE, UK.

IIputexasa 6oraT 22 ropuiieH onut - paGoTH 3a roeMu OBJrapcKu u 3a
MEXIYHAPOAHU MyJITHHaUMOHaIHU kommanuu kato NAPREDAK HOLDING
PLC-/lupekTop 3a BpB3KH C MHBECTHTOPUTE; MeHUIKBp KIIIOYOBH KIIMEHTH e
32 SONY BULGARIA u Haii-ronemuss nuctpuGyTop 3a bearapus; Boau
TBPrOBCKM ~ MpPEroBopM ¢  KoMmanud  kato  METRO, ZORA,
TECHNOMARKET, TECHNOPOLIS.

Or 2017 romuna paGotu B Hanmonanuara 3ApaBHOOCUTYpPUTEIHA Kaca,
KaTo TJIaBEH €KCIepPT B OTHEN JAOroBapsHe Ha MEIMLMHCKH W3IeNIHi U
TIOMOIIHM CPEACTBA 3a Xopa ¢ yBpexnanus. OpraHusupa OpoLeIypUTe U
Komucuute 110 f0roBapsiHeTo 1 3ariamaHeTo Ha MEAMIMHCKY U3IeNHs C Hall-
FONEMUTE YHUBEPCUTETCKM M YaCTHM OONHMIM B CTpaHAaTa U TEXHHUTE
AoCTaBYMIM, H3roTBs CHUCHUMTE 33 MENUUMHCKM H3IeNMS M y4acTBa B
Kowmucun 3a HOBU MeTULIMHCKH M3/eM1Hs, YCIIEIIHO UHTErprpa CBOUTE 3HAHUS U
e(eKTHBHO JONPUHACS 3a CTAPTUPAHETO HA HOBATA JEHHOCT I10 JIOTOBapsiHE U
3alUlalllaHe Ha MEIMIMHCKH M3JeNMs, IPHCIIOCOONEHNS, ChOPBXKECHHSI |
IIOMOLIHH CPEeJICTBA.

2. OO0wa xapaKTepHCTHKA HA NPeJCTABEHHS! AHCePTALHOHEH TpyA

[IpencTaBeHUAT NMCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYA € B obeM oT 236 CTaHIApTHH
cTpaHuld. CBCTOM OT BbBEICHHE, M3IOXEHHE B TPU IVIABH, 3aKIIOYEHHE,
M3I0I3BaHa JINTEpATypa M NPUIOKEHHUs. B OCHOBHHS TEKCT M NMPUIIOKEHUATA



ca BKMoueHH 7 tabmuum u 13 ¢urypu. CIUCHKBT ¢ H3MOT3BaHA JUTEepaTypa
cpabpka 103 u3Tounmka, ot kouto 44 ca Ha KHpUIIMLA.

AKTyanHOCTTa Ha JMCepTalMOHHATA paspabotka ce omnpezens ot ¢axra,
4e peuMOYpPCHUTE ITOJIUTHKH 3a MEAMUMHCKY u3nenus /MU/ u Heo6xoauMocTTa
OT TAXHOTO NpOy4BaHe U MONOOpsiBaHE Ca BaXKHHM, NMPEIBH/ 3HAYMMOCTA UM 34
ocurypsaBaHe Ha kayectBeHH MU, jnedeHne um mommbpikade Ha 3/IpaBETO Ha
3IpaBHOOCHTYPEHHUTE JMIA, H3MEpBaHe Ha TeXHUs e(eKT, eduxacHoct/
epextuBHOCT. [lpunoxenwero Ha €BPONEUCKUTE PEUMOYPCHH MOJHUTHKU e
OTIpaBHAa TOYKa 3a bwarapus u 3a cucremara Ha 3paBeOIa3BaHeTO, UMAaNKK
TMPCABUIL TCHACHIMUTE Ha 3aCTapsBaHe HA HACEJIEHHETO U HEOOXOMMMOCTTA OT
nonobpeHa 31paBHa yCIIyTa 1 3alluTa.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha wu3uepnarennus JMTepaTypeH 0030p, Bkiro4yBam 103
THTCPaTypHH M3TOYHHKA, NOKTOPAHTKaTa € (OpMyJMpata MpelyusHo U TOYHO
TeMata, Lie/ITa ¥ 3a1a4uTe Ha NUCePTAlMOHHUS TPy . [IpaBuiHo ca oIpeneseHn
o0eKTa, mHpemMera M OCHOBHATA Te3a Ha Tpyna. Msmomspanara Hayyna
JUTCpatypa nokassa OTIMYHO II03HABAHE HAa MPOOIeMa 32 Pa3THIHATE ACIeKTH
Ha peMMOYPCHTe MONUTHKY y HAC U B CBETOBEH MaIal KakTo 1o OTHOLUEHHE Ha
HOPMaTUBHUTE OKYMEHTH, TaKa U 10 OTHOLICHKE Ha 11a3apa Ha MeIUIMHCKH
U3JIeITHS.

3. Ouenka Ha noJIyyeHHTe HAYYHH H HayYHO-NIPUJIOKHH Pe3y/ITaTH

B ITbpBata rnaBa Ha nucepranroHHuS TPYA € NMPEICTaBeH 3aabI004YeH U
KOMIICTCHTEH aHAlI3 HA CBETOBHMS M €BpOIelickus maszapu Ha MU 9pes
¢okycupane kM 10-Te Haii-rogemu Ipou3BoaUTeIM Ha MU B cBeta u Haii-
N00pHTe CHCTeMH Ha 3/|paBeoria3Bane. B3 OCHOBA Ha TO3M aHaJIM3 aBTOpKaTa
AlaBa HAaCoKdW 3a pa3sButTHe Ha MW Ha ocHOBaTa Ha U1ppoBHU3aLH,
CIIEKTPOHU3ALUS U U3KYCTBEH MHTEJIEKT.

MHoro TouHO akueHTta e mocrasen BbPXY CPaBHUTEJHUAT aHAIU3 Ha
peruMOypCHHUTE MONIUTHKH Ha MU B 130paHu eBPOIeHCKU CTpaHH - OpaHius,
I'epmanus, BemukoGpuranus, XonmaHmus u B bbarapus, koero Bomm 10
M3BEXJlaHe Ha 00pHUTe MpaKTUKHU B o6iactTa Ha MU B 00CBXIaHUTE CTpaHK
Ha 0a3aTa Ha OCHOBHM KpuTepHH. Pasrmemann ca OTACJIHO CUCTEMHTE Ha
AMATHOCTHIHO cBbp3anu rpynu /JICI/ npu pasiudHu IbpXKaBH U BHIOBETE
JACI, xakto u e mpeacTaBeHO 0606IIEHHE B TabIMueH Bu. Pasrienano e
ecrecTBoTo Ha O3T W mpuMepute Ha pasanynm MEXIYyHApOAHNU UHCTUTYTH B



EBporia, KouTO /1aBaT cBOM COGCTBEHM HACOKH 3a TOBA, KAKBO € I0OPOTO HUBO
Ha KIMHUYHH JI0Ka3aTeJICTBA KarO BaXHM KOMIIOHEHTH 3a peau3aiiH Ha
penMOypcHUTe NONUTHKH B Bwiarapus, Ha 6Gasara Ha CIIMCBHUM, HOPMaTHBHA
0a3a, npakTuku u npobiemu. lenta e 110-100pa MpoCIeaUMOCT Ha HU3/IeTHATA.
AHanmu3bT ObArapckaTa HOpMAaTWBHA ypenba u peUMOYpPCHH  TIOJIUTUKU
ocpiecTBsBany 0T H30OK e mpencraBen 3a1616049€H0 H KOMIIETEHTHO, KaTo ce
M3BeXKIAT NpOoOIeMaTHYHK 00JIACTH M3UCKBAIIM CTBIKA KbM nonooOpsiBaxe.

Uscnenpanu ca obema M [JUHAMUKAaTa Ha peumOypcupane Ha
MeIMOUHCKK u3nenust ot 2009 r. go 2022 r. Ha 6a3a JaHHUTE OT OTYETHTE Ha
H3OK ny6nukyBanu Ha odpunnanHara MHTEPHET CTPaHMLA Ha HHCTHUTYLUSTA.

Paspaborena e Konuenuus 3a penusaitn na pPEeUMOYPCHHUTE TOJUTHKY 3a
MEIUMIMHCKH H3/CNMA, KaTO Ca pasriielaHd OCHOBHHTE WHCTPYMEHTH 3a
pelM3ailH ¥ HOBOCTHTE WM W3MCKBAHHATA IO OTHOLIEHME HA OLEHKA Ha
3apaBHUTE TexHonoruu /O3T/.

M3nosn3Banata MeTOIOJIOrMS € Mpeln3Ha 3a LejTa Ha IYCepTaliOHHATa
paspaboTka. B npencraBeHOTO H3I0KEHHe aBTOpKaTa H3IBJIHSIBA [IOCTABEHUTE
3a/add M Lell Ha NUCepTalMOHHMS TpyH. JloKa3aHM ca Te3arta W HAaydHHUTe
XHIIOTE3H, a UMEHHO (DaKTa, 4e ChHIIeCTByBallMTe PEMMOYPCHH MONWTUKH 3a
MEIHULUHCKY u3/ieus B bbirapus ca Hee(eKTUBHY, JTUICBA IPO3PAYHOCT U Ce
HYXZaaT OT LIoCTeH more] u KoHuenuus 3a nogobpsiBade upes penu3aiin-
npunarade Ha O3T, JICT, BeBexnane Ha MexaHU3bM 3a KOHTPOIJI, 3aIljIallaHe |
oTuhTaHe Ha MU, upe3 npomsiHa Ha CTPYKTypa Ha OT/ENH | Hupexums.

4. OueHka Ha HAYYHHTE M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH TPHHOCH

Hay4nure npuHOCH ca ¢ MeTOHONOrMYHO U IPaKTUKO-IIPUIIOIKHO
3Hauenue. Mnentnduunpanu ca ycinosus 3a amantupane xa JICT u O3T 3a
CTpaHaTa, 3a cb3naBaHe Ha Jlupekuus MM u O3T. Ilpeanoxkenu ca
HaIlpaBJICHUs. M NPUIOXKAMH HMHCTPYMEHTH 3a MpomsHa U KoHuemuus 3a
penusaiiH. PazpaboTeH e MeXaHM3BM 3a JOroBapsHe M KOHLEIMLHS 33 eIHHEH
cnucek 3a MU. PaspaGotena e u Konuenus 3a pexusaitn Ha peuMOypcHUTE
MOJIMTUKK Ha ocHoBata Ha O3T u 610K-cXxeMa Ha JOroBapsHe U 3ariamade Ha
MM u nomomnu cpenctBa, kakto u O3T cTpykrypupane. [Ipemnoxeno e
paspaboTBaHe Ha AMIMTANHA eIEKTPOHHA IIaThOpMa 3a JOroBapsHe, copryenp
33 CBCTaBsHE HA CNHUCHK-CNEHU(HKAIUI M HOMEHKIaTypa 3a MU u mpomsiHa
TIPH 3aIUIalllaHETO Ha JOrOBOPHUTE ITapTHBOPH.



IlpuHoceH  xapaktep WMMaT WM OPEUIOKEHMATA 33 [POMSHA B
HOpMaTHBHaTa 0asa M IPAaKTUKUTE Ha peuMOypcupane Ha MU B Brirapus cbe
CpeJCcTBa OT 31PaBHO-OCUTYPUTETHH (POHIOBE.

Pasrinenanu ca Haii-HoBuTe EBpomeiicku permamentd 3a O3T Ha
MEIMIMHCKA  M3JeNIUsl, KaTro MPHHOCHUSAT XapakTep ce CBhCTOH BbB
BKJIIOYBAHETO Ha 4acT oT TekcroBeTe B Hapenba 7. IpensioskeHo e u3rpaxknane
Ha HOBa CTPYKTypa U Jlupekuus Meauuuacku uzaeaus u O3T Ha MeaUIMHCKH
u3zieis. MHOTO TOYHO ce aKLEeHTHpa BbpXY HeOOXOIMMOCTTA [a ce onpeaenu
YHacTHeTO Ha BBTPCIUHM €KCIEPTH, paslpe/eNaHe Ha Poid, QyHKIUM, GopMat
3a msrpaxnane Ha exuH O3T noxnax, IlpaBuma u mpouenypu 3a O3T Ha
MEIULMHCKH U3IEITHS.

5. Ouenka Ha nyGJIHKALMHTE 10 AMCEPTALHSITA
IlpencraBenute 7 myGnukaumu OTpa3sBaT 4YacTH WIM A  M3LSUIO
CBBP3aHH C TeMaTa Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYI.

6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepaTa

ABTOpepepaTBT KbM JMCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYH OTpas3siBa MPABAJIHO H
MPeUU3HO CTPYKTYpaTa M ChIBPKAHUETO HA pa3paboTKaTa U NPEJCTABsI HAMl-
B)XHUTE PE3yJITaTU U U3BOJAH OT IIPOYYBAHETO.

7. KpuTu4ynu 6e/1e;KKH, NPpenopbKH H BhIPOCH

Ilo oTHoweHWe Ha cTpykTypara Ha pa3paboTKaTra WMaM CleIHUTe
KpUTHYHK Oenexku — [napara Ilen, 3anauu u MeTomonorus TpsGBa 1a O6bie
NpelcTaBeHa CleJ JUTePaTypHUAT 0030p, KOHTO B cllydas HE e SICHO
oTaudepeHIupaH.

AHaIIM3bT HA JAHHUTE OT aHKETHOTO NPOYYBAHE He € MPEeICTABEH SICHO
KaKTO IO OTHOIICHWE Ha Oposl Ha aHKETUpaHWTE, TaKa ¥ MO0 OTHOIUEHHE Ha
pe3yaTaTuTe — BU3YAIU3UPAHETO C TaOMMUU U (urypd, Ou 06oraTmIIO
pabotara.

IIpenopbyBam NpenokKeHHeTo B AUCEPTALMOHHATA pa3paboTka jga ce
aZipeCupar 10 OTrOBOPHUTE MHCTHTYLMM C LIeJl BbBEXIaHE B MPAKTHKATA B
Halllata CTpaHa.



8. 3akouenne

[IpencraBenns aucepraumoned Tpya ot Minusna Atanacosa benndyenosa
Ha tema ,LIIOJOBPABAHE HA PEMMBYPCHUTE I[IOJIUTUKU 3A
MEJIMIIMHCKU U3JIEJIVIA B BBJICAPUS no akTyamHOCT, MPELU3HOCT U
IBJIHOTA HA METOAMKaTa, obeM Ha NPOYyYBAHETO, U3BOAU M IPEMOPBKH € C
KOHKEPTHU HAyYHH M HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHU MPUHOCH U OTrOBapsi Ha KPUTEPUHUTE
Ha 3aKOHa 3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJeMH4Hs ChcTaB B PemyOnuka Barapus.

BbB Bpb3Ka ¢ BCHUKO U3JIOXKEHO IIO-TOpe aBaM CBOSATA MOJIOKHTEIHA
OEHKA M NPENopbYBaM Ha YJICHOBETE Ha HAYYHOTO KypH Ja IPUCHAAT Ha
Mmsna AtaHacosa benndenosa obpasoBaTenHara U Hay4Ha cTereH ,,JIoKTop
0 HayyHaTa CIeNUalHOCT ,,OpraHusauus M yIpaBleHHe U3BBH cdepara Ha
MaTepHaHOTO MPOU3BOACTBO (MyOnuYHa aqMUHUCTpaLus)”.

24.11.2022/ Codust / /V[/\/(

Hata / msicTo




YHUBEPCUTET 3A HAIIMOHAJTHO 1 CBETOBHO CTOITAHCTBO

REVIEW

By: Professor, Doctor of science, Tihomira Zlatanova Zlatanova

FACULTY OF PUBLIC HEALTH “PROF. TSEKOMIR VODENICHAROY,
MD, DSC”, MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - SOFIA

Scientific field: Social medicine and organization of health care and pharmacy

Regarding: a dissertation for the educational and scientific title of “doctor” in
the scientific field of “Organisation and management outside the
sphere of material production (public administration)” at the
University of National and World Economy (UNWE)

Grounds for presenting the review: being a member of the scientific jury for
the defense of the dissertation in accordance with Ordinance Ne
2806/20.10.2022 by the Rector of UNWE.

Dissertation author:  Iliyana Atanasova Belichenova
Dissertation topic: IMPORVING THE REMIBURSMENT POLICIES FOR
MEDICAL DEVICES IN BULGARIA

1. Information on the Dissertation writer:

The dissertation writer is a student at the Department of Public
Administration of the Faculty of Management and Administration at the
Organisation and Management Outside the Sphere of Material Production
(Public Administration) sicnetific field in accordance with Ordinance
Nel1299/03.06.2019 issued by the Rector of UNWE. Her education was
conducted as individual learning during the 22.05.2019-22.05.2022 period.

In 2000, Iliyana Atanasova Belichenova received a Master’s Degree in
Economics from the University of National and World Economy with the
specialty of Economics and Industry Management and International Economic



Cooperation. In 2018 she received a qualification in Health Management from
UNWE. She has graduated from the Professional Executive Management
Program at Business Education for International Economic Development. She
has graduated the International Business Management Institute in Berlin,
Germany with Economics and International Business, and International Politics.

She is a consultant for NAMS MARKETING, Aberdeen, Scotland, and
conducts a 2-year survey in Scotland regarding the new tendencies and
technologies incorporated in healthcare and healthy lifestyles, health
technologies and an assessment of the health technologies in the NICE Institute
in the UK.

She has extensive experience, which spans 22 years — she has worked
with big companies — both Bulgarian ones and international multinational ones
like NAPREDAK HOLDING, as a PLC-Director for Investor Relations; as Key
Client Man for SONY BULGARIA and the biggest distributor for Bulgaria; she
has held trade negotiations.

Since 2017 she has worked in the National Health Insurance Funds as a
Chief Expert at the Department for Negotiating Medical devices and Disability
Aids for People with Disabilities. She has organized the procedures and
Commissions for negotiation and payment for medical devices with the biggest
teaching and private hospitals in the country, as well as with their suppliers. She
has successfully integrated her knowledge and has effectively contributed to
establishing new action for the negotiation and payment for medical devices,
devices, equipment and aids.

2. Overall characteristic of the dissertation presented

The dissertation provided encompasses 236 standard pages. It consists of
an introduction, a three-chapter main body, a conclusion, a list of referenced
literature, and appendixes. There are 7 tables and 13 figures included in both the
text and the appendixes. The list of referenced literature includes 103 sources,
44 of which are in Cyrillic.

The topicality of this dissertation is determined by the fact that
reimbursement policies on medical devices (MDs) and the need for their
research and improvement are important. This is the case because of their
significance in providing quality MDs, treatment and maintaining of the health
of health-insured persons, measuring their effects, efficiency and effectiveness.



Applying European reimbursement policies is a starting point for Bulgaria and
the healthcare system, especially given the tendency for an ageing population
and the need for improved health services and protection.

Based on the extensive literature review, which includes 103 literary
sources, the writer has formulated her topic, goals and tasks precisely and
exactly. The subject and the main thesis of the work are properly selected. The
scientific literature used shows an exceptional knowledge of the problem of the
different aspects of reimbursement policies in our country and in the rest of the
world, both in terms of the legislative documents, and in terms of the medical
devices market.

3. Assessment of the scientific and practical results

In the first chapter of the dissertation, a through and competent analysis
of the global and European markets for MDs are presented. To achieve this, the
text focuses on the ten biggest producers of MDs in the world and the best
health care systems. Based on this analysis, the author gives directions for the
development of MDs based on digitalization, computerization and artificial
intelligence.

The reimbursement policies of selected European countries - France,
Germany, The United Kingdom, The Netherlands and Bulgaria — are
foregrounded with great precision in the comparative analysis. The author
presents the best practices in the field of Mls, as seen in the countries discussed,
on basis of established criteria. The systems of diagnosis-related groups (DRGs)
in different countries are observed and a summary is presented in a table. The
dissertation examines the nature of health technology assessment (HTA) and
different international health institutions in Europe, which have offered their
own guidelines for what constitutes a good level of clinical evidence as an
important component of redesigning Bulgarian reimbursement policies on the
basis of lists, legislation, practices and problems. The goal is a better
traceability of the devices. The analysis of the legislation and the National
Health Insurance Fund’s reimbursement policies is presented thoroughly and
competently, and problem areas necessitating improvement are examined.

The dissertation studies the volume and dynamics of reimbursement form
medical devices between 2009 and 2022 based on data from NHIF’s reports
published on the institution’s official webpage.



A Conceptual Design for Redesigning the Medical Device
Reimbursement Policies is developed, whereby the basic instruments for
redesigning are novelty and requirements for health technology assessment
(HTA).

The methodology used is precise enough for the purposes of a
dissertation. In the main body, the author fulfills the goal and tasks of the
dissertation. She proves her thesis and the scientific hypotheses —namely the
reimbursement policies for medical devices in Bulgaria are ineffective, lack
transparency and need a comprehensive overview and a Conceptual redesign
for improvement — applying in practice HTA, DRG, implementing a Control,
Payment, and Monitoring Mechanism for Mls by changing the structure of
different departments and Direction.

4. Assessment of the scientific and practical contributions

The scientific contributions of the dissertation are of methodological and
practical importance. The author identifies the conditions for adapting DRG and
HTA for creating a Direction for MI and HTA. She suggests directions and
applicable instruments for change and for the Conceptual redesign. She has
developed a Mechanism for negotiating and a concept for a single MD list. The
author has also developed a Conceptual Redesign of Reimbursement Policies
based on HTA and a flowchart of negotiation and payment for MDs and aids, as
well as HTA restructuring. She suggests developing a digital platform for
negotiation, software for compiling a list — specification and classification of
MDs and change in the payment received by contractual partners.

The suggestions for changes in the legislation and the practices of
reimbursement of MDs in Bulgaria with the resources of health insurance funds
are also contributory.

The newest European HTA regulations for MDs are also observed in the
dissertation — their contribution comes from the Inclusion of some texts from
Regulation N.7. The author suggests developing new structure and a Direction

for Medical Devices and HTA of Medical Devices. The need for defining the
7 participation of external experts, the distribution of roles and functions, the
format of HTA reports, and rules and procedures of HTA for MDs is
highlighted with precision.



S. Assesment of the publications in the dissertation
The seven publications presented reflect in part or are fully relevant to
the topic of the dissertation.

6. Assesment of the dissertation abstract

The abstract for the dissertation accurately reflects the structure and
content of the work. It presents the most important result and conclusions of the
research.

7. Critical comments, advice and qauestions

I have the following critical comments about the structure of the
dissertation — the main goal, tasks and methodology have to be presented after
the literature review, which in this case isn’t clearly differentiated.

The data analysis from the questionnaire survey doesn’t present the
number of participants and the results clearly — the use of visual aids like tables
and figures will improve the work.

I recommend that the suggestions in dissertations be addressed to the
responsible institutions with the aim of implementing them in practice in our
country.

8. Conclusion

Ilyana Atanasova Belichenova’s discussion on the topic of “Improving
for Medical Device Reimbursement Policies” has the topicality; precision;
comprehensive methodology; and research, conclusions and suggestion volume
to produce scientific and practical contributions and fulfills the criteria listed in
the Act on Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

In relation to everything presented above, I give my positive assessment
and recommend that the members of the scientific jury award Ilyana Atanasova
Belichenova the scientific title of “doctor” in the scientific field of
“Organisation and management outside the sphere of material production
(public administration)”.

24.11.2022/Sofia
Date/place Signature: ....... == N



