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1. Andopmanus 3a JucCepTaHTa

Jlokmopanm  Ilnamen Amneenos Ilewapos ce e obyuasan no
camocmosimentna ookmopcka npoepama om 2020 2. oo 2022 2. kbm kameopa
“Uronomuxa na mpancnopma u enepeemuxama ", paxyimem “‘Hkonomuxa na
ungpacmpykmypama “ na YHCC.

Totui e pooen npez 1959 2. Ilpe3 nepuooa 1979 -1984 2. e bun cmyoenm 6
cneyuannocm “‘Opeanusayusi Ha NpouzBoOOCmMEomo u mpyoa 8 mpauwcnopma “
6v6 BUU “K. Mapxc* .

Om 1984 2. 0o 1991 2. e pabomun kamo excnepm 8 obiracmma Ha
eKxcnioamayuama Ha asmomoounnus mpancnopm 6 Aeémoxomounam “Cmapa
3azopa“.

Om mecey.0.11.1991 2. 0o mecey 04.1993 2. e O6un cobcmeenux u
ynpasumen una ET “Mapunena — Iln. Ilewapos®. Tou ce e 3anumasan c
npobnemume Ha MapKemuHead HPU OCHLUECMBABAHEMO HA GbMPEUHUs U
MeAHCOYHAPOOHUSL MPAHCNOPM, KAKMO U 8 CHEOUMOPCKama OetHOCM.

Om mecey 04.1993 2. 0o mecey 06.2000 2.e pabomun 6 KomMnanusma
“Apec Illempon* OOJ] , kamo e Oun KOHCYIAHM U eKCHnepm OMHOCHO
npobiemume npu ynpasieHuemo Ha MpaHCnOpmHama OeuHOCm, KAKmo u U
npuU Opeanu3ayuUsama Ha cneouyuama.

Om mecey 06.2000 2. 0o mecey 12.2014 2.e 6un excnepm 8 ooracmma Ha
MedHCOYHAPOOHUSL, BbMPEUIHUSL MPAHCNOPM U CHReOUMopcKama OeuHocma 6
komnanuama “EM IIH EP“O0/], ¢ “APII u EM*“ EOO/[, kakmo u ¢ “IIH EM
AP“ EOO]].

Om mecey 05.2017 2. 0o 2019 e. e pabomun ¢ BIDK “Ilemuuuecku
npesoszu “ EOO/ kamo menuddcwvp 6 obaacmma Ha oOwecmeeHus mpaHcnopm
6 bvaeapus.

Om mecey 01. 2019 2. 0o mecey 11. 2019 2. e bun oupexmop 6 B/[PK
“Tosapnu npesosu ,, EOO/J.

Ilpez 2020 2. e Hasnauen xamo Oupekmop 6 obracmma Ha
cmpame2uyeckomo  ynpaeiexue u uHgecmuyuonHume npoekmu 6 HK
“OKU“. Ilonacmosiwyem  U3NBIHABA  ONBICHOCIIMA  eKcnepm 6  omoein
“Monumopune *“ 6 nocouwenama opeaHu3ayus.

Huousuoyannusm naan ma ooxmopaum llewapos e npuem cvbobpasHo
HoOpMamusHume u3uckeauus. 1oea e NOMEbLPOEHO Om peuwleHusma Ha
Kameopenuss cveem mna kamedpa , Hxonomuxa Hna mpaucnopma u
eHepeemuxkama " u DaxyrmemHuus cveem KoM axyimem , koHomuka Ha
ungpacmpykmypama “. Hanpasenu ca nepuoouuHu amecmayuy OMHOCHO
HeuHama OelHOCm, Kamo ca NPUlONHCeHU KOHKPEMHU NOJIOXCUMENTHU OYEHKU
Om HAYYHUS U PLKOBOOUMELL.



2.001ma XxapaKkTepucTHKA HA MPeICTABEHNs IMCcePTALMOHEH TPY]

Temama na OucepmayuoHuusi mpyo e 0CoOeHO aKmyaiHa nopaou
Gdaxma, we e Heobx00uMo Oa O6vLOam 0OOCHOBAHU OCHOBHUME NbMUUWA 3d
nosuuiasamne eQexmueHoCmma Ha KOMOUHUpAHUMe MOBAPHU NPeso3U C
yuacmuemo HA  JCEeNe30NbMHUA  MPAHCNOPM, KOUMO OmM208apam Ha
npomeHsawume ce U3UCK8AHUs 34 YNPAsleHuemo Ha eepueume Ha 00CMABKU U
NPUNOJCEHUEeMO HA HOBU CUCMeMU 3d YNpasleHue HaA KOMOUHUpaHume
MexHOI02UU.

Jlucepmayuonnusm mpyo e 6 obem om 187 cmpanuyu u 8K104Y8a Y800,
U30JICEeHUe, CbCMOAWO ce om mpu 2nasu u 3sakiuodenue. Toti e Oobpe
CMPYKMYPUpAaH, Kamo e CnazeHa HeoodXooumama n02ud4ecKd 8pb3KA MedHcoy
omoenHume Yyacmu Ha U310HCEHUEmO.

Hanpasen e cnucvk na aumepamypuume uU3MOYHUYU, KOUMO cCda
HOMepUpaHu u cucmemamusupanu Ha kupuauya u ramunuya. Te ca 131 na
opoti.

B ysooa e onpedenena uzcneoosamenckama mesa, Koimo e 00Ka3aua om
ookmopanm Illewapos. @opmyrupanu ca yenma, 3adavume, o0bexma Uu
npeomema Ha uscieoganemo. Illocouenu ca KOHKpemHume Mmemoou Ha
npoyueane, KAKMo U OCHOGHUmMe NOMpeodumeny Ha pe3yimamume Om He2o.

B nwpea enasa e nanpasena meopemuko-memooono2uiHa 0O0CHO8KA HA
ehekmusHocmma HaA KOMOUHUPAHUME UHMEePMOOalHu npegos3u. Paseneoana e
CHUWHOCMMA HA KOMOUHUPAHUSL MPAHCHOPM, KAMO 6b8 6Pb3KA C MOo8d e
Hanpasewa XapaxKmepucmuxa Ha MYIMUMOOANHUA U UHMEPMOOATHUS
mpancnopm. Pazenedano e yuacmuemo Ha dcene3onvmuus mpaHcnopm npu
MAXHOMO OCbUeCmesasane, KOemo € HNpAKO C8bpP3aHO C memMama Ha
oucepmayuoHHUsi mpyo..

3acecnamu ca ocobeHocmume HA UHMEPMOOAIHUME MPAHCHOPMHU
onepayuu,npu 0CvbUjeCmes8anemo Ha KOMOUHUPAHU NPeBo3U C YYaAcmuemo Ha
JHCENe30NDMHUSL MPAHCNOPM NpU  cvbépemerHume yciaosus.. Onpedenena e
NpagHama pamka 3a pazeumue Ha KOMOUHUPAHUS MPAHCNOPM U CA Ppa321e0aHu
OCHOBHUME  NOJN0JICeHUs, 3anoxcenu 6 Hayuonanmama Konyenyus 3a
npocmpancmeeno  pazeumue 3a nepuooa 2013-2025 2. kakmo u 8
Hayuonannama cmpameeus 3a pazeumue Ha KoHyecuumes Penyonuxa
bvneapus npez 2018-2027 2. Cneyuanno 6Humanue e OmMOeNeHO HA
llpoecpamama 3a pazsumuemo u excnioamayusma Ha Hcele3oNvbmMHaAma
ungpacmpykmypa npu cecauiHume yCio8usl.



Bve emopa enasa e nposeden obcmoen amanuz Ha CbCMOAHUEMO HA
MPAHCROPMHAMA UHGPpACMPYKMYpa 6 omoeaHume u008e MpaHcnopm, NPsKo
CBbP3AHU C paA3BUMUEmO Ha KoMOuHupanume npegosu. Iloopobuo e pazeneoano
CLCMOAHUENO HA JHCENIe30NbMHAMA UHDPACMPYKmMypd, Kamo ce axKyeHmupa
8bPXY CKOpocmume Ha O08uUdceHue Ha elaKogeme, a CbWO MAKA U OMHOCHO
CbCMOSIHUEMO HA eHepeemUyHUme CbOPbHCEHUS U KOHMAKMHAmMma mpedicd,
CLOPBIUCEHUAMA 3a OCUSYPUMENHA MEXHUKA, MeTleKOMYHUKayuume u op.

B mpema enasa e nanpasena oyenka Ha eghexkmusnocmma, KaKmo u Ha
Gpaxmopume u nepcnekmusume 3a pazeumue Ha KOMOUHUpAHUMe Npeso3u 8
bwneapus. Pazeneoanu ca ocHosHume HACOKU 3a pazsumue Ha KOMOUHUPAHUS
MPAHCnopm u UHMePMOOAIHUme NPeeo3u Npu ce2auiHume Yclogus ) HAC.
Onpedenenu ca  mexHuueckume  USUCKBAHUSL  KbM  J#Cee30NbmHama
ungpacmpykmypa 3a KOMOUHUPAHU NPe8o3U, KAKMO U KbM KOHMeUHepHama
MPAHCcnopmua cucmema, nNPeoHA3HayeHa 3a msaxHomo ussvpueane. Hanpasena
€ Xapakxmepucmuka Ha KOMOUHUPAHUMeE HCeNe30NbIMHO-A8MOMOOUTHU NPEGo3U,
a cvwo maka U Ha MpaH3UmMHUMmMe Npego3u , OCHLWECMBABAHU C MOBAPEH
cyxonvmen mpancnopm. Ilpogseoenu ca SWOT u PEST ananusu Ha
KOMOUHUPAHUSL MPAHCNOPM U €A OnpeoeieHu HACOKUMe 3a MOOePHU3UPAaHe Ha
Hanpasnenuama Ha TEN-T wmpeoxcama 6v6 6pv3ka ¢ pa3zeumuemo Ha
KomOuHupanume npeeosu. Paszenedanu ca OcHoO8HUme npoekmu  3a
@unancupane om ghponooseme na EC omHocHo pazsumuemo Ha HAYUOHAIHAMA
Jcenezonvmua  ungpacmpykmypa.  3acecmamu - ca Gpaxmopume  u
8bL3MOIACHOCMUME 3a PA3GUMUE HA KOMOUHUPAHUs mpancnopm 8 bvneapus.

B 3axnmouenuemo e Hanpaseno 00006wenue Ha U3CIE08AHEMO 8
oucepmayuoHHUsi mpyo, Kamo ca HanpaseHu KOHKpemHu u3600U U NPenopvKu

Hanuye e onpedenena 63aumospwv3ka medcoy memama, npeomemad,
obexma, yenma u xunomesama 8 oucepayuonHus mpyo. Tosa ce obycnass om
¢paxma, uwe 6 memama ca 3an0JceHu npeomema u o0OeKma, Om KOUMo
npousmuya maxka opmynupanama yel, HACOYEHA KbM OO0KA36aHe Hda
Xunomesama.

3.01eHKa Ha MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHHU M HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHHU Pe3yJITaTH

OcHoBHUmMeE HAYYHU U HAYYHO-NPULONCHU Pe3VImamu, NOCMusHamu 8
uscneosaremo, mozam oa 6voam 0000weHU NO ClLeOHUSI HAYUH.

o Hanpasena e noopobna xapaxmepucmuxa Ha  uodeama 3d
nooobpsieane HA  HACOKUMe 3d  NOBUWIABAHE  ePEeKMUBHOCMMA  Ha
KOMOUHUpAHUME NPeBo3U C YH4aACMUEmO HA IHCeNe30NbMHUSL MPAHCNOPM 8
bvneapus.



o Ilpogeden e obcmoen auanuz Ha GIUAHUEMO HA peouya
UHGDOPMAYUOHHU UMOYHUYU 8BbPXY U3Cedsarnama o01acm om OOKMOpPAHM
llewapos.

o Paszxpumu ca 6v3moscnocmume 3a nosuwiasane eghexkmuenocmma
Ha KOMOUHUpAHUmMe Npeso3u C YYacmuemo Ha Hcene30nvbmHUs MPAHCNoOpm 8
bvneapus.

llocouenume nayunu u HAYYHO-NPULONCHU DE3YIMAMU CA Pearusupanu
ypes npunacanemo Ha KOHKpemeH CmamucmuKo-mamemamudecku anapam. 3a
nocmueanemo Ha yeama u peuasanemo Ha KOHKpemuume u3ciedo8amencku
3a0auu ookmopaum Ilewapoé e uznonsean memooume HA AHAAU3 U CUHME3,
cucmemMamuuHus ~ mMemoo, memooa Ha — abcmpakyuama, —Kakmo U
cmamucmudecKusi N00xXo0, 8 KOUmMo ca NPUlo*CeHU Memooume Ha KOpeaayus u
pezpecusi.

4. OueHKa HA HAYYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHU MPUHOCH

B oucepmayuonnus mpyo ca Hamuye ca peouya HAYYHU U HAYYHO-
NPUTIONCHU NPUHOCU, KOUMO Mo2am 0d Ovboam 0000ueHU No CleOHUs HAYUH.

A. Hay4yHO — TeopeTHYHU IPHUHOCH

o Jopassumu  ca  OCHO8HU  mMeopemuuHu  NOCMAHOBKU 8
uscneosanama ooaacm. Ilo-kowkpemno moeam Oa 6OwvOam noOcoyeHu
NOHAMUAMA, CEbP3AHU C PA3BUMUEMO HA UHMEPMOOAIHUL MPAHCHOPM 6
bvneapus.

o H3zseoenu ca penayuu, xoumo ca NOONONCEHU HA Pe2PecUOHEH
aHamu3 Ha OCHOBAMA HA U3Cied8anume  npobdiemu 6 obracmma Ha
nosuwiasanemo Ha epexmueHocmma Ha KOMOUHUPAHUS MPAHCNOPM C
yuacmuemo Ha JHcene30nbmHus MmpaHcnopm.

o OnpedenieHo U NOSICHEHO e MACMOMO HA  JHCele30NbMHUS
MPAHCNOPM NPU OCHUIECMBABAHEMO HA KOMOUHUPAHU MOBAPHU NPEBO3U.

b. Hay4Ho-npmj10:KHU NPUHOCH
o IIpeonooicenu ca mepxku HA HAYUOHAIHO U MECMHO HUBO 34

peaiuzayusi Ha noaumuxkama sa no-uupoko 6H€0p}1661H€ HA KOM6uHupaHume
moeapHuU Nnpeeo3u C ydacmueno HA JHCeie3OnvmHuusd mpancnopnt 6 Ebjzeapuﬂ.



L4 ObocHosanu ca npudurunie U 6b3MOCHocmume 3a U3noa3eanemao
Ha oJicene3onvniiusl mpancnopm npu  ocovulecmenasanenio Hd KOM6uHupClHu
moeapHu npeeos3u.

5. Ouenka Ha NMyOJIUKALMUTE MO IUCEPTALMSTA

3a yuacmuemo cu 6 koHKypca Ooxmopanm Ilewapoe npeocmass mpu
Hayunu nyonuxayu . Ilo-xonkpemno moii e asmop Ha 08e HAYYHU CMAMUU,
KaKkmo U Ha eOuH HayieHn ookiad om Hayuna xounghepenyus 6 obnracmma ua
He2o8ume U3C1e08aHuUsl.

6.0uenka Ha aBropedepara

B asmopegpepama aodexeamno e ompaszena aKmMyarHocmma —HA
paszenexcoanume npooieMu 8b8 8Pb3KA ¢ MmemMama Ha OUCEPMAYUOHHUS MPYO.
Konxkpemno ca uzacnenu obexma, npeomema u ooxeama Ha u3cied8aHemo,
KaKmo u OCHOBHama yein u 3adayu, xoumo cu nocmass doxkmopaum Iliamen
llewapos npu paspabomeanemo na oucepmayuounusi mpyo. OnpeodeneHu ca
uzcnedogamenckama mesa, mMmemooume HA NPOYHUEAHE U OSPAHUYEHUsMA Npu
u3C1e08aHemo.

7. KputuuHu 0e/ie:KKH, NPeNnopbKH U BbIPOCH

Ilpu 3awumama na oucepmayuouHus mpyo cieosa 0a ce 8zemam noo
BHUMAHUE CIeOHUmMe OeNeHCKU U NPEeNOPBKU.

o Heobxooumo e no-konkpemmno oa ce pazenedam meHOeHyuume 6
pazeumuemo Ha UHMEPMOOAIHUSL MPAHCHOPM NPU Ce2auHume Yclosus 8
bvreapus.

o Bux uckana oa npenopvuam yuvacmuemo na ookmoparwm Ilewapos
8 HAYYHOU3ZCIe008AMENCKU NPOEKMU 8 00IACMMA HA He2080MO U3CTIe08aHeE.

Bvnpexu wuanpasenama 6enedcka u npeocmaseHama npenopvKd,
cuumam, ye e HaAIuye BaAdMNCHO, AKMYAIHO U O0OCMOUHO U3CIe08aHe HA
BbLIMOJCHOCMUME 30 YBequdasane  eeKmusHoCmma Ha KOMOUHUpAHUume
npeso3u ¢ ywacmuemo Ha oicenezonvmuusi mpauncnopm.Toea e o0cobero
HeobXo00UMO 8b8 6Pb3KA C pa3pabomearemo u NPUIAecaHemo Ha KOHKPemHu
MepKU 3a NOCMU2ane Ha YyCMoUdUeo pa3eumue Ha MmpaHcnoOpmHuus CeKmop npu
CbBPEeMEeHHUME YCIO0BUSL.



8. 3akjuYeHue

Bcneocmeue na obcmotinus amanus u3pasaeam NOJONCUMETHOMO CU
peulenue OmHOCHO npeocmasenus 3a 3auuma oucepmayuornen mpyo. Ilo moe
MHEeHUue mou e paspabomeH HA BUCOKO HAYYHO HUBO U OmM208aps Ha
Kpumepuume Ha 3aKoHa 3a pazeumue Ha axaoemudnusi cbcmas 8 Penyonuka
bwneapus,kakmo u na Ilpasunnuxka 3a npoeexcoamemo HA KOHKYPCU 34
npudobusanemo Ha HAy4yHu cmenenu u axaoemuunu onvocHocmu Ha YHCC.
Bwe epw3ra ¢ mosa npednacam ma ysasicaemume uneHose na Hayunomo scypu
0a npucvosm obpaszosameiHama u Hayuna cmenern “0okmop* na Ilnamen
Aneenos Ilewapos 6 npogecuonanno nanpasnenue 3.8. “Uxonomuka ', nayuna
cneyuannocm “‘Uxonomuka u ynpaeienue /mpancnopm/ .

Codwus, 05.01.2023. . Pernienzenr:
/mpod. n-p Buonera Myraduuena/
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REVIEW

By: Prof. Dr. Violeta Lyudmilova Mutafchieva
University of National and World Economy
"Economics of Transport and Energy" Department
Scientific specialty "Economics and Management (Economics of

Transport)"

Regarding: Dissertation work for awarding the educational and scientific
degree of "Doctor" in higher education field 3. Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences, professional direction 3.8. Economics, scientific specialty "Economics
and Management (Transport)"

Topic of the dissertation work: "Guidelines for Improving the
Effectiveness of Combined Cargo Freights Involving Railway Transport"

Author of the dissertation work: Plamen Angelov Pesharov
Scientific advisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Borislav Arnaudov

The reason for the presentation of the review is my participation as a
member of the Scientific Jury presiding over the defense of the dissertation in
accordance with Order Ne 3193/25.11.2022 of the Rector of the UNWE, as well
as Order Ne 1336/18.05.2022 of the Rector of the UNWE, a resolution of the
Department Council of the "Economics of Transport and Energy"” department
/Protocol Ne 004/15.11.2022/ and a resolution of the Faculty Council of the
"Economics of Infrastructure” faculty /Protocol Ne 30/16.11.2022/ at the
UNWE.

The PhD candidate has been assigned as self-prepared for his doctoral
studies by Order Ne 2861/27.11.2020 of the Rector.

He has been granted the right to defense with Order Ne 3285/12.12.2022
of the Rector.



1. Information about the Author of the Dissertation

From 2020 to 2022 PhD candidate Plamen Angelov Pesharov has
studied under an independent doctoral program at the "Economics of Transport
and Energy" department, "Economics of Infrastructure” faculty at the UNWE.

Born in 1959, he studied "Organization of Production and Labor in
Transport" at the "K. Marx" HIE during the 1979-1984 period.

From 1984 to 1991 he worked as an expert in the field of motor transport
operations at the "Stara Zagora" Auto Factory.

From November 1991 to April 1993 he was the owner and manager of
SP "Marinela — PI. Pesharov", dealing with marketing issues related to the
operations of domestic and international transport, as well as
forwarding/shipping activities.

From April 1993 to June 2000 he worked at the "Ares Petrol" Ltd.
company as a consultant and expert on issues related to the management of
transport activities, as well as the organization of forwarding/shipping
activities.

From June 2000 to December 2014 he worked as an expert in the field of
international transport, domestic transport and forwarding/shipping activities
at the "MPR" Ltd. company, "RPM" Ltd., as well as "PMR" Ltd.

From May 2017 to 2019 he worked at BSR "Passenger Freights" Ltd. as
manager in the field of public transport in Bulgaria.

From January 2019 to November 2019 he worked as a managing
director at BSR "Cargo Freights" Ltd.

In 2020 he was assigned as managing director in the field of strategic
management and investment projects at the NRIC. Presently, he works as an
expert in the "Monitoring™ department at the aforementioned organization.

The individual plan of PhD candidate Pesharov has been accepted in
accordance with the regulations. This has been confirmed by the resolutions of
the Department Council of the "Economics of Transport and Energy"
department and the Faculty Council of the "Economics of Infrastructure"
faculty. Periodic attestations regarding its activity have been made. Specific
positive evaluations by the scientific advisor have been attached.



2. General Characteristics of the Presented Dissertation Work

The topic of the dissertation work is particularly relevant due to the
necessity to substantiate the primary ways of increasing the effectiveness of
combined cargo freights involving railway transport which are consistent with
the changing requirements for the management of supply chains and the
implementation of new systems for managing combined technology.

The total volume of the dissertation work is 187 pages. It includes an
introduction and a presentation comprised of three chapters and a conclusion.
It is well-structured, maintaining the necessary logical connection between the
individual parts of the presentation.

The literary sources, which are 131 in total, have been compiled into a
list where they have been numbered and systematized in the Cyrillic and Roman
alphabets.

The introduction defines the research thesis which has been proven by
PhD candidate Pesharov. The research goal, objectives, object and subject
have been formulated. The specific research methods, as well as the primary
consumers of the results from it, have been indicated.

The first chapter provides a theoretical-methodological substantiation of
combined intermodal freights. The nature of combined transport, which
includes a characterization of multimodal and intermodal transport, has been
examined. The involvement of railway transport in their realization, which is
directly linked to the topic of the dissertation work, has been studied.

The peculiarities of intermodal transport operations in the realization of
combined freights involving railway transport under contemporary conditions
have been touched upon. The legal framework for the development of combined
transport has been defined and the basics set in the National Concept for
Spatial Development for the 2013-2025 Period, as well as the National Strategy
for the Development of Concessions in the Republic of Bulgaria during the
2018-2027 Period have been examined. Special attention is given to the
Programme for the Development and Operation of the Railway Infrastructure
Under Current Conditions.

The second chapter presents a thorough analysis of the state of transport
infrastructure in the individual types of transport which are related to the
development of combined freights. The state of the railway infrastructure has
been given a detailed examination, focusing on the driving speed of trains, as
well as the state of energy facilities and the contact network, security equipment
facilities, telecommunications, etc.

The third chapter evaluates the effectiveness, factors and perspectives for
the development of combined freights in Bulgaria. The primary guidelines for
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developing combined transport and intermodal freights in Bulgaria under
current conditions have been examined. The technical requirements for the
railway infrastructure for combined freights, as well as the container transport
system intended for their realization, have been defined. Combined railway-
motor freights, as well as transit freights carried out by land freight transport,
have been characterized. SWOT and PEST analyses of combined transport have
been conducted and the guidelines for modernizing the guidelines of the TEN-T
network in regards to the development of combined freights have been defined.
The primary projects for financing from the EU's funds have been examined in
regards to the development of the national railway infrastructure. The factors
and options for developing combined transport in Bulgaria have been touched
upon.

The conclusion summarizes the research in the dissertation work.
Specific inferences and recommendations have been made.

There is a certain relationship present between the research topic,
subject, object, goal and hypothesis in the dissertation work. This is determined
by the fact that the formulated goal whose aim is to prove the hypothesis, stems
from the object and subject, which are set in the topic.

3. Evaluation of the Obtained Scientific and Scientific-and-Applied
Results

The main scientific and scientific-and-applied results achieved in the
study can be summarized thusly:

o The idea to improve the guidelines for increasing the effectiveness
of combined freights involving railway transport in Bulgaria has been given a
detailed characterization.

o The influence of a number of information sources on the field
studied by PhD candidate Pesharov has been given a thorough analysis.

o The options for increasing the effectiveness of combined freights
involving railway transport in Bulgaria have been disclosed.

The indicated scientific and scientific-and-applied results have been
realized through the implementation of a specific statistical-methamatical
apparatus. In order to achieve the goal and to complete the specific research
objectives, PhD candidate Pesharov has used the methods of analysis and
synthesis, the systematic method, the method of abstraction, as well as the
statistical approach where the methods of correlation and regression have been
implemented.
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4. Evaluation of the Scientific and Scientific-and-Applied
Contributions

A number of scientific and scientific-and-applied contributions are
present in the dissertation work. They can be summarized thusly:

A. Scientific-Theoretical Contributions

o Fundamental theoretical formulations in the studied field have
been developed further. More specifically, the terms related to the development
of intermodal transport in Bulgaria can be indicated.

o Relationships, which have been subjected to analysis of regression
on the basis of the studied problems in the field of improving the effectiveness of
combined transport involving railway transport, have been outlined.

o The place of railway transport in the realization of combined
cargo freights has been defined and clarified.

B. Scientific-and-Applied Contributions

o Measures for realizing the policy for wider integration of
combined cargo freights involving railway transport in Bulgaria have been
proposed on a national and local level.

o The reasons and options for using railway transport to carry out
combined cargo freights have been substantiated.

6. Evaluation of the Publications on the Dissertation

PhD candidate Pesharov has presented three scientific publications for
his participation in the competition. More specifically, he is the author of two
scientific articles, as well as one scientific report from a Scientific conference in
the field of his studies.

7. Evaluation of the Synopsis

The topicality of the studied problems related to the subject of the
dissertation work is reflected adequately in the synopsis. The object, subject
and scope of the research, as well as the main goal and objectives set by PhD
candidate Plamen Pesharov during the development of the dissertation work
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are specifically clarified. The research thesis, methods and limitations have
been defined.

9. Critical Notes, Recommendations and Questions

The following notes and recommendations should be taken into account
during the defense of the dissertation work:

o The trends in the development of intermodal transport under
current conditions in Bulgaria need to be examined more specifically.

o | would like to recommend that PhD candidate Pesharov
participate in research projects in the field of his studies.

Regardless of the notes and recommendations, | believe that the
presented study of the possibilities for increasing the effectiveness of combined
freights involving railway transport is important, topical and detailed. This is
particularly necessary in relation to the development and implementation of
specific measures for achieving sustainable development of the transport sector
under contemporary conditions.

10. Conclusion

As a result of the thorough analysis, | express my positive resolution
regarding the dissertation work presented for defense. In my opinion, said work
has been developed on a high scientific level and is consistent with the criteria
of the Law for the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria,
as well as the UNWE's Regulations for holding contests for acquisition of
scientific degrees and academic positions. In light of that, | propose that the
esteemed members of the Scientific Jury award the educational and scientific
degree of ""Doctor" to Plamen Angelov Pesharov in professional direction 3.8.
"Economics”, scientific specialty "Economics and Management /Transport/*.

Sofia, 05.01.2023 Reviewer:
/Prof. Dr. Violeta Mutafchieva/
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