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Ot: HPO®. JI-P TAJIHHA TEOPTHEBA KYPTEBA,
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OTHOCHO:  JMCEpPTALlMOHEH TPy 3a NPUCHXKAaHE Ha OOpa3oBaTelHAa M HayyHa CTENEH
»JJOKTOP® 10 mpodecroHaNHO HampaBieHne 3.7. AJIMUHHCTpanus u

yIpaBieHUe, MJOKTOpCKa Tporpama , AIMHHHACTpalMs ¥ yIPaBJICHUE
(pernonanso passutue)" B YHCC.

ABTOp Ha nucepraunonnus Tpya: Ileamko Haiioenoe Tones

Tema Ha nucepTauMOHHUS TPYA: TEH/IEHIHU B PET'HOHAJIHOTO
PA3BHTHE HA AIJTIOMEPAIIHOHHHUTE
APEAJIH IVIOB/IUB H TIA3AP/[JKUHK

Hayuen pbpkoBoauTen: npogh. 0-p Kamen /Jumumpos Ilempos

OcHnoganue 3a TIPENCTaBIHE HAa CTAHOBUUIETO: yYacTHE B ChCTaBa Ha HAYYHOTO XYpH IO
3aluTa Ha AUCEpTAlMOHHUS Tpya cbriaacHo 3anosea Ne 1063/20.04.2023r. na 3am. Pextopa
o HU/I n mexxnynapogHoro cerpyaaudectso Ha YHCC.

1. Nudopmanus 3a 1ucepranra

JucepTanThT ce € oOydaBan MO JOKTOpCKa Mporpama KbM Kareapa ,,PernoHaiaHo
pazButue” BBB (Qakynrer . Ymupasienue u anmuHucTpamms® Ha YHCC mo HayyHa
CMELUANHOCT ,,AJIIMUHUCTPALIUS U yIIpaBlieHUue (PErMOHAHO Pa3BUTHE)” CHIVIACHO 3aroBe]
Ne 600/22.03.2019r. nHa Pextopa nHa YHCC. O0y4enuero e cyocuanpaHo OT IbpKaBaTa U €
OCBILECTBEHO B 3a704yHa ¢opma npe3 nepuoga 05.03.2019r. — 05.03.2023r. CsriacHo
3anosexn Ne 730/27.03.2023r. va Pextopa Ha YHCC noxrtopantsT LIBsTko Halinenos Tones
CPOKBT Ha JIOKTOpPaHTypaTa € yIbJDKeH ¢ 6 Mecena. JlucepTalMOHHUAT TpyZ € 00ChIeH U
HacpOYEH 3a 3alluTa Ha PEJOBHO 3acelaHMe Ha Kareapa ,,PernoHasHO pa3BuUTHE” KBM
¢bakynTer ,,YrpaBieHue U aIMUHHUCTpalUsa™ Ha YHHMBEPCUTET 3a HAI[MOHAJIHO U CBETOBHO
cromadctBo (YHCC) mpoeneno nHa 31.03.2023 r., pemenne Ha DakylITeTeH ChBET KbM
¢baxynter ,,Yrpasnenue u aaMuauctpanus’ ot 18.04.2023 r. u 3anosen Ha Pexropa.

2. OO01a XapaKkTepuCTHKA HA NIPEACTABEHUS JUCEPTANMOHEH TPYA
JIucepTalMOHHUAT TPYA € IIOCBETEH Ha akKTyaJlHa 3a PETMOHAIHOTO pa3BUTHE



npoOieMaTrka, a MIMEHHO 3HAUYCHHWETO Ha arjioMEpallMOHHHUTE apeaid, KaTo MHCTPYMEHT 3a
TpaHchopManuaTa Ha PETHOHUTE U TSAXHOTO pa3BUTHE. ABTOPHT 00OCHOBABA aKTyaJTHOCTTA
Ha W3CIENBAHETO CH C OTYETCHUTE JucOAlaHCH MEXIy peruoHuTe B bbarapus u
HEOO0XOMMOCTTa OT Pa3BUTHE HA T'PAICKUTE TEPUTOPHH, KOUTO MOTaT Ja ce MpPeoIoyesT
4pe3 popMUpaHe HA arJOMEpalOHHU apeain. B To3u KOHTEKCT JOKTOPAaHTBHT M3BEXkK/Aa KaTo
aKTyaJIeH BBIPOCa 32 HEOOXOAMMOCTTA OT U3CJIECIBAHE HA PETHOHAIHUTE MIPOLECH U SBJICHUS
B ypOaHHM3MpaHUTE apealn ¢ Orjie]l U3SACHSIBaHE HAa MPOTUYALIMTE MPOIECH U HaMHUpaHE Ha
ITEPHATHBH 3a PETMOHAIHOTO pa3BuTHE. ToBa 0OOCHOBaBa mpeaMera W oOOeKTa Ha
IMCEPTAlMOHHUS TPYHA. JIOKTOpaHTBT KOHKpETH3Hpa Karo OOEKT Ha CBOETO H3CIIEIBAHE
arjgomepanonHust apean wmexay I[lnosmuB um [lazapmxuk B PemyOnmka bwarapus, a
B3aMMOOTHOULICHUATAa MEX/Y JBETE€ HACEJICHUTEC MECTa B PAaMKUTE Ha arjioMepanusara KaTo
npeaMmer Ha wu3cnenBaHero. OcHOBHa 1en, KosATo cu mocrtaBs LiBstko ToseB e ma
UACHTH(DUIMPA arJIoMepalMOHHUTE B3aUMOICHCTBHS, KOMTO Ca CE Pa3BWJIM HA TEPUTOPUSITA
Ha arjIoMepanroHHus apeanu Mexnay rpan [lnoemus u Ilazapmkuk Kato paskpue TAXHOTO
ChIbp)KaHWE M MHTEH3MBHOCT M Bb3 OCHOBA Ha TOBA Ja ONpPEJEIN OCHOBHHUTE HACOKH Ha
TAXHOTO pa3BHTHE. 3a peaju3alys Ha H3CIeI0oBaTelCKaTa IeNl JOKTOPAHTBT ONpeAess
yeTHpu 3amadyd. Pesynrarture oT paborata mo TSAX JOKa3BaT OCHOBHATa Te3a Ha L[BsaTKO
ToneB B aucepTalMOHHUS TPYH, KOSTO € CBBp3aHa C BB3MOKHOCTHTE 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
arnomeparusata IlmoBauB wu Ila3apmkuk, TMOCPEACTBOM pETJIaMEHTHpaHe, aHaIU3 W
YCHBBPIICHCTBAHE Ha B3aUMOBPB3KUTE HA YUYAaCTHUIIUTE B HEs.

Obodowenama mu oyenxa e, ue dokmopanmvm Llgamxo Tones kopekmHo obocHosasa
aKmyaiHoCmma Ha Npoy4yeaHama Om He20 NpoOIeMAmuKa u sACHO e oYepman yeima u
obekma Ha OucepmayuoHHOmo cu usciedsame. bu moeno no npeyusno oa ce odegurupa
OCHOHama me3a Ha OOKMOPanma.

OO0muar obeM Ha AMcCEepTalMOHHUSA TpyA € 218 cTpaHuuu U BKIIOYBA TpU IJIaBH,
YBOJ, 3aKIIIOYCHHE, CIUCHK Ha (Qurypure, TaONUIUTE ¥ HW3IMOJI3BaHATA JITEPATypa.
O6ocobenn ca 7 cTpaHHMLU TNPHIOKEHHE, MPEJICTAaBsII0 aHKETHATa KapTa, M3MOJ3BaHa B
W3CJIEJIBAHETO Ha JUCEepTAlUOHHUSA TpyHd. OCHOBHUST TEKCT € MOJAKPENeH ¢ 8 Tadnuiu u 29
¢burypu. Obemwvm na paspabomxama e nogeye om 3a0oeonumeneH. B mpume
cvovporcamennu  21aeu  OOKMOPaHmvm NOKA38a ONpeoeieHa CnocobHocm 3d  SICHO
OMKPOSIBAHE U APSYMEHMUPAHA HAYYHA 3AWUMAa HA C8OUMe BUICOAHUS 30 PA3BUMUEMO HA
aznomepayuonnu apeanu Ilnosous u Ilazaposrcux.

3a ;a ToKake OCHOBHATa T€3a Ha JUCEPTALMOHHMS CHU TPYX JOKTOPAaHTHT MPOYyYBa,
aHaM3upa M CUCTEMATH3Upa pas3IMYHU JHUTEPaTypHU W HWHPOPMAIMOHHU HM3TOUYHHUIIH.
CrnuchbKbT Ha M3MOJI3BaHATA JIUTEpATypa ChAbpka 167 M3TOUHUKA, B TOBA YMCIO OBJIrapcka
W Yy)XJIeCTpaHHa Hay4yHa JUTEeparypa, HOPMATUBHU aKTOBE, CTPATETHUYECKH W TPOTPAMHHU
JOKYMEHTH, HMHTEPHET aJpecu CbC CIelHaTu3upaHa HHPOpMaLus OT HAIMOHAIHU U
MEXIYyHAPOJAHU WHCTUTYUWHU. Jlumepamyprnume u3moyHuyu ca QOKycupanu Kovm
u3Ccneo08amuss HayyeH npooOneM, YMeCmHO ~ca  U3NON36AHU 6  U3N0JCEHUemo  Ha
oucepmayuoHHUsL mpyo u KOpeKmHo ca YUmupau.

3. OueHka HA MOJyYeHUTE HAYYHH H HAYYHO-TIPHJIOKHH Pe3yJITaTH

OcCHOBHHTE pe3ysITaTH OT U3CIEABAHETO Ca MIPEICTABEHU B OTACIHUTE YaCTH HA
JUCEPTALUOHHUS TPYA.

[IppBa raBa MMa KOHUENTYAJIEH XapaKTep U B Hes ca MPEICTaBEHH TEOPETHYHUTE
MOAXOAW KbM ariioMEpallMuTe M PErMOHAIHUA WKOHOMUYECKH PAaCcTeX, H3SCHEH €



MOHATUMHUS amapaT M METOJOJIOTMUECKUs IOAXOJ KbM IPOCTPAHCTBOTO, pacTexa u
PETMOHATHOTO pPa3BUTHE, pPa3KpuTa € crenuduKaTa Ha JOKAIM3ALMMOHHHUTE NPOIECH U
(dbopMUpaHeTO Ha pPErHOHAJIeH pacTeX B arioMepanusaTa. CbIbp>KaHUETO Ha II'bpBaA IJ1aBa €
CBBP3aHO C peanu3alusaTa Ha I'bpBaTa U BTOpaTa U3Ccie0BaTelIcKa 3a1a4a.

B®B BTOpa rnaBa ce mpeicTaBsAT MOAXOAWTE KbM Ie0ypOaHM3aIMOHUTE MPOIECH B
HAIIMOHAJTHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO U arjoMeparMoHHUs pacTtex B [L10BAMBCKO-Ta3apHKULIKUS
apean.  JloKTOpaHTBT  aHajmu3upa  3aAbJIOOYEHO  PETMOHAIHOTO  pa3BUTHE  Ha
arJoMepaloOHHUTE apeaid W TAXHATa CBBbpP3aHOCT B HOXKHMA ILEHTpajeH pailoH 3a
IUTAaHUpaAHE, MPEJCTaBeHU ca M PEe3yATaTUTEe OT COLUAIHO-MKOHOMHUYECKHUS aHalu3 Ha
arinomeparonnute apeanu I[lnoau u Ilazapmkuk. ChIbpKaHHETO Ha BTOpa IJiaBa €
CBBP3aHO C peanu3alusaTa Ha TpeTaTa U3cieoBaTeIcKa 3a1a4a.

B Tpera rmaBa e mpexacraBeHa pa0oTara Ha JOKTOpaHTa IO M3IBJIHEHUE Ha
YeTBbpTaTa M3CJIEOBATENICKA 3a/]auya, [IPH KOETO € UJIECHTU(UIUPAH MOTeHIINAala, HACOKUTE
3a pa3BUTHE U B3aMMOICHCTBHE MEXKI1Y HACEICHUTE MECTA, KAKTO M peaTu3alisaTa Ha MEXTY
CEJIUIIHYU MPOEKTH U JIEHHOCTU C PETMOHAIHO MKOHOMHYECKO 3HAuY€HHE 3a Pa3BUTHUETO Ha
[TnoBauBcko-Ilasapxumkus apeasn.

3a MOCTHraHeTo Ha Te3W pe3ylaTaTH ChACCTBa sICHaTa W MOCIeAOoBaTelHa
METOOJIOTHS U W3IOJI3BAHUS pa3HOOOpa3eH mHCTpyMeHTapuyM. JlokTopant LiBaTtko Tomnes
MOKa3Ba yYMEHHE Jla IMpuijiara KOJUYEeCTBEHU (CTaTUCTUYECKH) U KaueCTBEHU (OmucaTesieH,
KapTorpa)CKu, CpaBHHUTEJCH aHaJIW3) METOAW, KAKTO W MPEKOBH TOAXOJA CBhYETaH CbhC
CUCTEeMEH aHanu3 0a3upaH Ha aHKETHO MPOYYBAHE.

B 3akJiouenme, pezyimamume 8 OUCEpmMayUOHHUSL MPYO KOPECHOHOUPAM U3YSIO C
nocmasgenume 3a0ayi 8 y800a Ha OUCEPMAYUOHHUS MPYO, KOEmo e OCHO8AHUe 0d ce omyeme
ycnewHama U - OemauiHa — peanusayusi HA  OCHOGHaAmMA yel Ha  paspadbomkama.
Ilocmuenamume pe3ynmamu paskpueam yMeHUemo Ha OOKMOpaHma O0a cuxnmesupd,
cucmemamusupa, eepuuyupa U 6b3 OCHO8A HA MOBA AP2YMEHMUPAHO O0a onpeodenu
Hacoxume 3a pasgumue Ha aziomepayuornHume pauonu Ha Ilnogous u Ilazaposicux, kakmo u
0a npeonoxcu NOOX00AWU UHCMPYMEHMU 3a MOOEPHUAYUAMA HA Me3U apedaiu.

4. OneHka HAa HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH MPHHOCH

JlucepTalluOHHUAT TPYA € MHTEPECEH M 3allOMHSI C€ C U3KIIOUUTENHO MPEU3HOTO
JIOTHYECKO W3JIOKEHHE Ha MPOBEICHOTO HM3CIIEABAHE; C YMEHHETO Ha JOoKTopaHTa L[BsATKO
ToneB ma aprymeHTHpa CBOETO OTHOLIEHHWE KbM IpOy4YBaHaTa MpoOieMaTHKa M CbC
cMHCJIeHaTa OOOCHOBKAa Ha HANpaBEHHWTE W3BOAM W MPENOPBKU. JMCEepTAarMOHUSAT TPYX
NpEeJCTaBIsiBA MHTEpPEC 3a HaydyHaTa OOIIHOCT U CbhC ChIBPXKALIUTE CE€ B HEro penuia
MOCTAHOBKH, WJECH W TPEUIOKEHHUS, KOUTO MOTaT J]a CE OIEHAT KAaTo 3HAYMMH KaKTO 3a
MIPAKTHUKATa, TaKka U 3a 000raTsBaHe Ha ChIIECTBYBAIUTE 3HAHUS.

o W3pa3siBaM TOJOXKHUTETHO OTHOIIEHHE KBbM paboTara Ha JOKTOpaHTa TpHU
0030pa Ha TEOPETUYHUTE MOCTAHOBKM 3a OLIEHKA M aHAJIM3 Ha arjioOMEpPallMOHHUTE apeallu.
KonkpernsznpaneTo Ha MOHATHIWHUS amapat, U3sSCHSIBAIl (OPMHUPAHETO arioMepariiOHHUTE
apeaJld U MPOCTPaHCTBEHATa OpraHu3alus Ha ypOaHU3UPAHUTE TEPUTOPUHU, KaTO U OINUTA J1a
ce OThPCH MMaHEHTHATa B3aMMOBpPBH3Ka MEX/y TIOHATHATa OUX OMpeaesriia KaTo MPHHOCH
C TEOPETUYEH XapakTep.

. Karo mnpuHOC ¢ METONONOTMYEH XapaKTep MOXe Ja Cce ONpeleNu
OpUTHMHAJHATa CHCTEeMaTH3alllsl Ha OCHOBHHTE AaClEeKTH Ha OpraHuzamms|Ta |
MPOCTPAHCTBEHOTO pa3BUTHE Ha arinomepanusata [lmopmuB — Ilazapmkuk, Kakto u

MIPUIIOKEHUSI COOCTBEH MHCTPYMEHTapUyM 3a HaOJIIOJCHUE, aHAu3 U OLEHKAa Ha



MPOCTPAHCTBEHATa OpraHu3aluus ¥ (PYHKIMOHUPAHETO Ha IOCOYEHHUTE arjioMepaluoOHHH
apeaii.

o Pesynrarure OT NpOBEAEHOTO EMIMPUYHO H3CIEABAHE Ha IPOLECUTE B
arnomepaius [lnoBnuB u Ilasapmxuk M OpuiexamuTe HUM apeajd, OLIGHKaTa Ha
MPOBEXKJIAHUTE IMOJUTUKM 32 PErMOHAIHO pPa3BUTHE, OKa3Balld BIUSHHE BBPXY
(GYHKIMOHMPAHETO M Pa3BUTHETO Ha arjioMepannoHHuTe apeanu IlmoBauB m Ilazapmxuk,
KakTO M ONPENEJICHUTE HACOKM M BB3MOXXHOCTU 33 PA3BUTHETO Ha arJiOMEpaluOHHUTE
pationu Ha [limoBauB u Ila3apKuk onpeneneHo uMaT IMPAKTUKO-TIPUIIOKEH XapaKTep.

B o600menue, npuemam sassenume om ookmopanma lLjeamko Tonese npemenyuu 3a
NPUHOCU, KOUMO €A POPMYTUPAHU KOPEKMHO U CUHME3UPAHO, U OMpA3Aeam pe3yimamume
om pabomama my no OUCepmayuoOHHuUs mpyo.

5. OuneHka Ha My0JIMKAIMUTE MO JUCEPTANUATA

[IpencraBenusiT B aBTOopedepara cHUCHK Ha MNyOIUMKAaMUTE IO TeMaTa Ha
JUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPYA ChAbpXKa €IUH JOKJaa U JBE CcTaTUU (Ha aHriuiicku e3uk). Te ca
JOCTaThbUHU, CBIJACHO MHUHUMAJIHHTE HAyKOMETPpUYHHM ToOKazaTend. B Tax ce
HOHYJIFIpI/I?;I/IpaT OCHOBHaTa T€3a, IMOCTUTrHaTHu pC3YJITaTI/I OT H3CJICOABAHCTO U HpI/IHOCHI/ITe
MOMEHTH OT aucepTanusaTa. [locoueHuTe myOIMKanMKM TMOKa3BaT CIIOCOOHOCTTa Ha
nokropanta l[Barko ToneB pa wHdoOpmMupa 1O MOAXOIAIN] HAYMH OOIIECTBEHOCTTA 3a
pa3BUTUTE OT HETO HMJIEU MO MpoOieMaTHKaTa B IUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY/I.

6. Ounenka Ha aBTOpedepaTa

Henosupanust aBTopedepar € B obem 28 crpanuim. ABropedeparbT € ChCTaBeH
cbOOpa3HO M3UCKBAHUATA, KAaTro OTpa3siBa B CHUHTE3UPaH BHJ CHIbPKAHHETO Ha
JMCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY/, Te3aTa, 00EKTa, METOAOJIOTUAITA U OTPAHUYCHHSTA HA M3CIICIBAHETO,
MOJyYEHUTE KpalHU pe3ylnTaTd, NPWIOKEHa € W JeKJIapanus 3a OpUTHHAJIHOCT. B
aBTOpedepara e MpelcTaBeHa CIpaBKka Ha MPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH B TPOBEICHOTO HAYYHOTO
M3CIIe/IBaHe, KAKTO M CITUCHK Ha MyOJMKaIMUTe Mo aucepraimara. CrpaBkata Ha OCHOBHHUTE
IIPUHOCU B JUCCPTAUMOHHUA TPYyd € CbCTAaBCHA IMPABUIIHO M OTpa3sdBa IMOCTUTHATHUTC OT
nokropanTa L[BsaTko ToneB Hay4HM pe3ynTaTH.

7. KputnunHm 6eJie:KKH, NPenopbKH H BLIIPOCH

Hamam kputuuHu OeneXxKku MO M3JI0KEHUETO Ha WJEUTe U IOCTAHOBKHUTE B
nuceprauuoHHus TpyxA. IlpenoppuBam Ha pokrtopanT IlBarko ToneB gna ompenenn
MPUOPUTETH, TPOU3TUYAIIYU OT aKTyaTHOCTTa HAa JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA, Ja KOHLEHTpHUpA U
3abJI00YM TSAXHOTO M3CIIEABAHE M Jia MOMYJISIpU3Upa Pe3ylTaTUTE OT Te3U H3CJE/BaHUS B
ABTOPUTETHU MEXAYHAPOIHHU U HALIMOHATIHU U3AAHUS.

8. 3akuoueHnue

Hucepraimonnuar tpyn Ha Ttema ,TEH/EHIIUH B PEIHOHAJIHOTO
PA3BHTHE HA AITTOMEPAIITHOHHHUTE APEAJIH IUVIOB/JUB H TIA3AP/’KHK”
OTroBapss Ha YTBBPJACHHUTE HW3HUCKBaHMUS 3a HaydyHata pazpaborka. Chabpka cOOCTBEHO
u3cieBaHe HAa KOHKPETEeH akTyasleH IpobjeM, OCHOBABAaIO C€ Ha 337bJI00UEHO IMpOoydBaHe
Ha pa3HOOOpa3HU MH(DOPMALIMOHHU U3TOYHUIM U MPECTaBs apryMEeHTHpaHa Hay4yHa 3alluTa
Ha TOCTUTHATUTE PE3YydTaTH OT IPOBEIEHOTO M3CielBaHE. Penniia moCTaHOBKM, UAECH U
MpeNIoKEHUsI B HEro MoraT Ja C€ OILCHST KaTo MPUHOCH C TEOPETHYEH M IPAKTHKO-



MIPUJIOKEH XapaKTep, KOETO MU JlaBa OCHOBAaHUE Ja J1aM CBOSITa MOJIOKMTE/IHA OLlEeHKA 3a
AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPY.

[To Moe MHEHUE TUCEPTALMOHHUAT TPYJ OTroBaps U Ha u3ucksBanusara Ha 3PACBHP,
[ITI3PACBP, 1 Ha BbTpEIIHUTE MpaBWiIa 3a pa3BUTHUE Ha akajgeMuuyHus cbecraB B YHCC —
Codus.

Bb3 ocHoBa Ha BCHYKO TOBa MpeisiaraM Ha wieHoBeTe Ha HaydHoTo xypu aa
NPUCHIAT HAYYHATA U 00pa3oBaTesHa CTeMEeH ,,JOKTOP” M0 HAYYHA CIeHHATHOCT
»AJIMUHHUCTPAUMS W ynpaBjieHue (permoHajHo pasButue) Ha lLBsaTrko Haiizenos
ToJies.

Jara / msicTo
10 mait 2023r./byprac

npod. a-p 'anuna Kypresa/
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Subject: Dissertation for the award of educational and scientific degree * PhD '* in
professional field 3.7. Administration and Management, Doctoral Program
"Administration and Management (Regional Development)" at the UNWE.

Author of the thesis: Tsviatko Naydenov Tolev

Thesis topic: ~ TRENDS IN THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE
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Reason for submitting the opinion: participation in the composition of the scientific jury for
the defense of the dissertation according to the Order Ne 1063/20.04.2023 of the Deputy
Minister of Scientific research activity and International Cooperation of UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertant

The dissertant was trained in the PhD program at the Department of Regional
Development at the Faculty of Management and Administration of the UNWE in the
scientific specialty "Administration and Management (Regional Development)" according to
the Order No. 600/22.03.2019 of the Rector of the UNWE. The training is subsidized by the
state and is carried out in part-time form during the period 05.03.2019 - 05.03.2023.
According to the Order Ne 730/27.03.2023 of the Rector of UNWE the PhD student Tsviatko
Naydenov Tolev the term of the PhD studies is extended by 6 months. The dissertation was
discussed and scheduled for defense at a regular meeting of the Department of Regional
Development at the Faculty of Management and Administration of the University of National
and World Economy (UNWE) held on 31.03.2023, the decision of the Faculty Council at the
Faculty of Management and Administration of 18.04.2023 and the Order of the Rector.

2. General characteristics of the submitted dissertation

The dissertation is dedicated to a topical issue for regional development, namely the
importance of agglomeration areas as an instrument for the transformation of regions and
their development. The author justifies the relevance of his research with the reported
imbalances between the regions in Bulgaria and the need for the development of urban areas,
which can be overcome through the formation of agglomeration areas. In this context, the



doctoral candidate brings up as topical the issue of the need to study regional processes and
phenomena in urbanized areas in order to clarify the ongoing processes and find alternatives
for regional development. This justifies the subject and object of the dissertation. The
doctoral candidate specifies as the object of his research the agglomeration area between
Plovdiv and Pazardzhik in the Republic of Bulgaria, and the relations between the two
settlements within the agglomeration as the subject of the research. The main objective set by
Tsviatko Tolev is to identify the agglomeration interactions that have developed on the
territory of the agglomeration area between the city of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik by revealing
their content and intensity and on this basis to determine the main directions of their
development. For the realization of the research goal the PhD student defines four tasks. The
results of the work on them prove the main thesis of Tsviatko Tolev in the dissertation, which
is related to the opportunities for the development of the agglomeration of Plovdiv and
Pazardzhik, through the regulation, analysis and improvement of the interrelations of the
participants in it.

My summary assessment is that the PhD student Tsviatko Tolev has correctly justified
the relevance of the issues he has studied and has clearly outlined the aim and object of his
dissertation research. The main thesis of the doctoral student could be more precisely
defined.

The total length of the thesis is 218 pages and includes three chapters, introduction,
conclusion, list of figures, tables and references. There are 7 pages of appendix presenting
the questionnaire used in the dissertation research. The main text is supported by 8 tables and
29 figures. The length of the development is more than satisfactory. In the three substantive
chapters, the PhD student shows a certain ability to clearly outline and argue scientifically
his views on the development of agglomeration areas of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik.

In order to prove the main thesis of his dissertation the PhD student researched,
analyzed and systematized various literature and information sources. The list of used
literature contains 167 sources, including Bulgarian and foreign scientific literature,
normative acts, strategic and program documents, Internet addresses with specialized
information from national and international institutions. The literature sources are focused
on the researched scientific problem, are appropriately used in the dissertation statement
and are correctly cited.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied results obtained

The main results of the research are presented in the individual parts of the thesis.

The first chapter has a conceptual character and presents the theoretical approaches to
agglomerations and regional economic growth, clarifies the conceptual apparatus and
methodological approach to space, growth and regional development, reveals the specificity
of localization processes and the formation of regional growth in agglomeration. The content
of the first chapter is related to the realization of the first and second research tasks.

In the second chapter the approaches to the geo-urbanization processes in the national
space and the agglomeration growth in the Plovdiv-Pardzhik area are presented. The doctoral
candidate analyses in depth the regional development of agglomeration areas and their
connectivity in the South Central Planning Region, the results of the socio-economic analysis
of the agglomeration areas of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik are also presented. The content of the
second chapter is related to the realization of the third research task.



In the third chapter is presented the work of the PhD student on the implementation of
the fourth research task, which identified the potential, the directions for development and
interaction between the settlements, as well as the implementation of inter-settlement projects
and activities of regional economic importance for the development of the Plovdiv-
Pazardzhik area.

The clear and consistent methodology and the variety of tools used contribute to
achieving these results. Doctoral student Tsviatko Tolev shows the ability to apply
quantitative (statistical) and qualitative (descriptive, cartographic, comparative analysis)
methods, as well as a network approach combined with a systematic analysis based on a
survey.

In conclusion, the results in the dissertation correspond fully with the tasks set in the
introduction of the dissertation, which is a reason to report the successful and detailed
realization of the main objective of the development. The achieved results reveal the doctoral
student's ability to synthesize, systematize, verify and on this basis to reasonably determine
the guidelines for the development of the agglomeration areas of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik, as
well as to propose appropriate tools for the modernization of these areas.

4. Evaluation of scientific and applied contributions

The dissertation work is interesting and memorable for the extremely precise logical
presentation of the conducted research; for the ability of the PhD student Tsviatko Tolev to
argue his attitude to the studied issues and for the meaningful justification of the conclusions
and recommendations. The dissertation work is of interest to the scientific community also
for the number of propositions, ideas and suggestions contained in it, which can be assessed
as significant both for practice and for enriching the existing knowledge.

o | express my positive attitude to the work of the PhD student in the review of
theoretical formulations for the assessment and analysis of agglomeration areals. The
concretization of the conceptual apparatus clarifying the formation of agglomeration areas
and the spatial organization of urbanized territories, as well as the attempt to search for the
immanent interrelation between the concepts | would define as contributions of a theoretical
nature.

o The original systematization of the main aspects of the organization and
spatial development of the Plovdiv - Pazardzhik agglomeration, as well as the application of
its own tools for monitoring, analysis and evaluation of the spatial organization and
functioning of the mentioned agglomeration areas can be defined as a contribution of
methodological nature.

o The results of the conducted empirical study of the processes in the
agglomeration of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik and their adjacent areas, the assessment of the
implemented policies for regional development, affecting the functioning and development
of the agglomeration areas of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik, as well as the identified directions and
opportunities for the development of the agglomeration areas of Plovdiv and Pazardzhik
definitely have a practical and applied character.

In summary, | accept the claims for contributions stated by the PhD student Tsviatko
Tolev, which are formulated correctly and synthesized, and reflect the results of his work on
the dissertation.

5. Evaluation of the dissertation publications
The list of publications on the topic of the thesis presented in the abstract contains



one report and two articles (in English). They are sufficient according to the minimum
scientific metrics. They promote the main thesis, the results achieved and the contributions of
the dissertation. These publications show the ability of the PhD student Tsviatko Tolev to
adequately inform the public about the ideas he has developed on the issues in the
dissertation.

6. Evaluation of the abstract

The submitted abstract is 28 pages long. The abstract is composed in accordance with
the requirements, reflecting in a synthesized form the content of the thesis, the thesis, the
object, the methodology and limitations of the study, the final results obtained, a declaration
of originality is also attached. The abstract contains a summary of the contributions to the
research, as well as a list of publications on the thesis. The reference of the main
contributions in the dissertation is correctly compiled and reflects the scientific results
achieved by the PhD student Tsviatko Tolev.

7. Critical comments, recommendations and questions

I have no critical comments on the presentation of the ideas and propositions in the
thesis. | recommend PhD student Tsviatko Tolev to set priorities arising from the relevance of
the dissertation, to concentrate and deepen their research and to promote the results of this
research in reputable international and national publications.

8. Conclusion

The dissertation work on "TRENDS IN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF
AGLOMERATION AREALS PLOVDIV AND PASARJIK" meets the established
requirements for scientific development. It contains its own research of a specific topical
problem, based on a thorough study of a variety of information sources, and presents a well-
reasoned scientific defense of the results obtained from the research. A number of
formulations, ideas and proposals in it can be evaluated as contributions of theoretical and
practical-applied character, which gives me a reason to give my positive assessment of the
dissertation.

In my opinion, the dissertation also meets the requirements of the Law on Academic
Staff Development, the Regulations for the implementation of the Law on Academic Staff
Development, and the internal rules for the development of academic staff at the UNWE -
Sofia.

On the basis of all this | propose the members of the Scientific Jury to award the
scientific and educational degree " PhD ' in the scientific specialty "Administration
and Management (Regional Development)™ to Tsviatko Naydenov Tolev.
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