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,OOIlIECTBEHN KOMYHUKAUU U UH()OPMALTMOHHHU HAYKH

OTHOCHO: TMCEPTALIMOHEH TPY/ 3a MPUCHKIAHE Ha HAyYHA CTETICH
»IAOKTOP* 1O Hayyna cneyuannocm 3.”COUMAIIHA, CTONAHCKH W TPABHU
HayKu

ABTOp Ha JucepTanMoHHus Tpya: Buonera Mopnanoa Hukomnosa, penosen
JIOKTOPAHT
YHCC, xarenpa ,,Meouu u obwecmseenu komynuxayuu’;

Tema Ha nucepTAMOHHUS TPYN:  H3epadicoare Ha UMUOI’C HA NOAUMUYECKU

JUYHOCMuU 6 HHmepHem( AHAJlU3 HAa KaHdu()am-npemdeHmCKume KamnaHuu
2006-20162. ):

OcHoBaHue 32 NpeaCcTaBsiHEe HA PelEeH3UATA: YJaCTHUE KAaTO YJIEH Ha HAy4YHO
Kypu 3a MPUCHXKIAaHE Ha oOpa3oBareslHa M Hay4yHa CTENeH ,JJOKTop~ 3a
IUcepTallMOHHUA Tpya Ha Buonera HukonoBa, peoBeH TOKTOpaHT B Karenapa
,MeIru 1 00IIECTBEHH KOMyHUKAITUN .

1.00ma xapakTepucTUKa HA NPeJICTABEHNs JMCEePTALMOHEH TPYA.

1.1.CTpykTypa Ha qucepTAlUITA

JlucepTallUOHHUSAT TPYJ CE ChCTOM OT YBOJ, YETUPH TJIaBU, 3aKIIOYEHUE,
bubmuorpadus u [Ipunoxenue.

1.2. Ounenka 3a aKTyaJIJHOCT Ha TeMaTa, LeJTa, 3ajadyuTe, 00eKTa M
npeaMeTa HA HAYYHOTO U3CJIeBaHE.

JlucepTalluOHHUAT TPYJ € OCOOEHO aKTyaseH IO HSAKOJKO OCHOBHM NMPUYMUHH.
Ha nbpBO MSICTO, U3rpa)xKJaHETO HA MOJUTUYECKH UMUK TOCTOSIHHO € BbB



(okyca Ha OOILIECTBEHUTE OYaKBaHUS, OCOOCHO KOraTro CTaBa Jyma 3a TpUMa
OBArapcky Npe3ueHTH, KOUTO IOCIEN0BaTEeIHO 3aeMaT To3u noct. Ha BTopo
MSICTO, WU3IPAKIAHETO HA TNOJUTHYECKM HMMMJIDK CE€ pPA3Miiekaa TJIABHO B
NHTepHeT W COLMANIHUTE MpPEXH, KOWUTO pa3MIHPABAT M YCIOXKHABAT
Ch37aBAaHETO Ha IMOJIMTUYECKH OOpa3su B XO0/a Ha KaHAWJAT NPE3UJIEHTCKUTE
kamnanuu. Jlokropantkara Buonera HukoinoBa MHoro nobpe nedunupa
o0eKkTa M mIpeaMeTa Ha CBOETO HAy4YHO H3CIEABaHE, TS TpbrBa OT OOLIMS
TEOPETHUYEH MPOOJIEM 32 MOJIUTUYECKUS UMUK, U CTUra J0 M3TPAKJIAHETO Ha
UMUK HAa KOHKPETEH MOJUTHK B OTJENIHA n30uparenHa kamnanus. OCHOBHATA
Te3a Ha AMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ € pa3paboTeHa B 4 riiaBa- B Hesl, Bb3 OCHOBA Ha
IIPOBENCHO COLMOJIOTMYECKO M3CICABAaHE, C aBTOPCKA METOAMKAa Ha
JOKTOpaHTKaTa € HalpaBeH NOJpOOEH aHaIM3 Ha TPU KaHIUAAT-NPE3UACHTCKU
kamrannu- Ha ['eopru IlepBanoB, Pocen IlneBnemneB u Pymen Panes.
[lonobeH 1UIOCTEH HayyeH aHajiu3 Ha TpUTE MOCIEAHM KaHIUAAT-
MPE3UIECHTCKY KaMITaHUM y HAC, JOCETa HE € MpaBeH. 1Ol € MHOTO aKTyaJeH U
ITOJIE3EH 34 PA3BUTHETO HA MOJUTUYECKUS UMUK y HAC B IUTUTAIIHA Cpela- B
YCIIOBHSITAa Ha MPE3UIEHTCKU U300pH.

1.3. Onenka 3a cTemeHTa Ha MO3HABAHE HA HAay4YHATAa JHUTepatypa W
U3c/IeIBAHATA B INCEPTAIIMOHHMSA TPY/] NPodIeMaTHKA.

JlokTOopaHTKaTa TMOKa3Ba TO3HAHWA OTHOCHO TpoOsieMa B  HaydHaTa
auTeparypa- TA TpeactaBs Oubnmorpadus ot 183 3armaBusa. B T1iax ca
MOCOYEHU MHOTO BaKHU HAyYHU M3CIEABAHUS [0 TeMarTa Ha JIUCEPTAIMOHHUS
Tpyd. JIMCEepTallMOHHUAT TEKCT ChABPKa MHOTOOPOWHU IUTATH OT W3BECTHH
HAy9YHW W3CJICJIBAHMS, KOWTO II0Ka3BaT TO3HAHUATA W TpodecroHamHaTa
KOMIIETEHTHOCT Ha JOKTOpaHTKaTa B Hay4HaTa 00J1acT, KOSTO U3CIE/IBa.

2.01eHKa HA MOJIyYeHUTe HAYYHH U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHHU Pe3yJITaTh
2.1.0cHOBHM pe3yJITaTH

Te morat aa ce cymupar Mo CiaeaHus HA4KH:

-IToapoOHoO ce pa3riie:xkaa pa3BUTHETO HA NMOJUTHYECKU UMUK B CBETOBEH
KOHTEKCT, TPEJCTaBAT C€ HIKOM BOJICHIM KOHIICTIIMHM 33 W3rpakKIaHe Ha
MOJUTHYCCKH UMUK U TojiiMaTa pojisl Ha MeauuTe (TpaIWIIMOHHA U OHJIaiiH)

B TO3HU TIPOIIEC;

-3a1BbJI00YEHO €A AHATU3UPAT TEXHUKHUTE 32 U3IPAKAAHE HA NMOJUTHYECCKHU
UMUK, KOUTO C€ pa3lIMpsBaT U NpodieMaTu3upaTr B OHIaiH cpena. MimeHnHo



MperkaTa cb3/1aBa HOBU BB3MOKHOCTH 3a OBP30 pa3BUTHE HA MOJUTHYECKATa
peKiaMa, 3a pa3lIipsBaHe Ha JUajiora MeXay U3BECTEH MOJUTUYECKH JHUIEP U
HErOBUTE U30MpPATENH;

-Pasraexaa ce ocodeno BaxHarta poJist Ha UHTepHeT KaTo qurutaliHa cpeja,
B KOSITO OBp30 Ce HM3rpakaarT M ymupar MyOJMYHU OO0pa3d Ha HM3BECTHH
TuAepu, Ch3llaBa ce OJarompusiTHO OOIIECTBEHO MHEHHE 3a KOHKpPETEH
MOJINTUK, HETOBUTE UIEHU U MPAKTUYECKH JICHCTBUS;

-Bb3 0CHOBa Ha TeOpeTHYEeH AHAJIM3 U NPOBEICHO EMIIMPUYHO M3CJIeIBaHe,
c¢ AHAJM3UPAT KAHIAUAAT-NPE3UJACHTCKUTE KAMIAHMU HA IOCIECIHUTE
TpuMa npesuneHTd B Pbwirapusa- I'eopru IIspBanoB, Pocen IlneBHenueB u
Pymen Panes;

-I/I3B’l>pHIeHOTO CMIIMPUYHO COIHUOJJIOTHYECKO M3CJIcABaHEC Ha TPH
KaHINAAT-NIPE3NACHTCKHU KRaMIIaHUH € I'PBO mo poaa CH B
COIMUOJIOTHYECCKHUTE AaHAJIN3H IO MEIUN U MMOJIUTHICCKN MAPDKETUHT Yy HaC.

2.2. MeToxoJiorus

HOKTOpaHTKaTa Buonera HukojoBa wu3mona3Ba KOMILICKCHA MCTOOOJIOTHA- B
X0Ja Ha HAYYHHA aHAJIN3 TA IIpuJiara MCTOAH U CPpCACTBA OT pa3JIMYHHU HAYKH U
HAaY4YHO-IIPHUJIIOKHHU o0OnacTH- Medua3HaHue, Meouen u noaumudecku
MapKemuHe, nojumuudecKka pexKiamda, UMUOINCONIOCUSL 8 mpaaMZ/ﬂ/lOHHa u
oucumanHa mMeoutina cpec)a, cCoyuaiHa ncuxonocusd, emMnupuina coyuoiocusil n
ap. M3non3BaneTo Ha pas3indd METOANYCCKU MHCTPYMCHTHU Ch3AdBa IIHPOKaA
TCOpETHUYHA MW CMIIMPMYHA OCHOBAa Ha HAYYHOTO MHM3CJICABAHC, IIpaBU IO
HHTCPCCHO 3a MIMPOK KPbI' YUTATCIIU- MeﬂHﬁHH AHaJIn3aTOPHU, CKCIICPTHU 110
MMOJIUTHYICCKN MApKECTUHT U PCKJIaMa, U3CJICOOBATCIIN Ha I/1360pHI/I ITOJIMTUYCCKHU
KaMIlaHHH, CIICOHAJINCTH B obnacTra Ha CMIIMPUYHUTC COOUOJIOTHYCCKHU
H3CJICABAaHUA U OP.

2.3. OCHOBHH 32/124H M LIeJI HA JUCEPTAIMOHHUSA TPYA.

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPYJl TIOCTHTa CBOUTE OCHOBHHM 33/1a4¥ Y Hay4YHa I1e:

-C TeopeTHYHH W eMNHPHUYHHU CPEACTBA Ce Pa3rjiekaa M3rpaskIaHeTO Ha
HMH/K HA TOJUTHYECKHM JIMYHOCTH, KAaTo Ce€  HM3cienBa Ipexoja OT

TPAAUOUOHHUTC KbM AJWUTHTAIHUTC MCAUH, KOUTO IMPOMCHAT KOHLOCIIIHUHUTC 3a
IMOJINTUYCCKUSA HNMHUIK, IIPaBAT KaHIuAaT-IMIPE3UACHTCKUTEC KaMIIaHHUU I10-



JUHAMHUYHY, BbBEKJAAT KOPEHHO PA3IMYHU MEIUWHHM TEXHUKHU 32 U3rpakaaHe
Ha myOIuYHM 00pa3y , M HaJlaraHe Ha HOBY TTOJMTHYCCKH HJICH;

-C TeopeTHYHM U eMIMPHUYHHU CPeACTBa ce AeUHMPA M3rPaXKIAHETO HA
HMHMK B X0/1a Ha eHA M30MpaTe/iHA KaMIAHMsI- HCWHUTE IPEIUMCTBA,
HEAOCTATBIY U MEAUNHH OIACHOCTH,

-AHAIM3Mpa ce PoJIfATA HA NOJUTHYECKATa peKJaMa B Ipoleca Ha
Ch3/]aBaHE HA MOJUTUYECKH UMHIK- HEHHUTE BOJICIU €JIEMEHTH U CPEJCTBA;

-OcHOBHATa 1eJ HAa JAUCEPTAMOHHHUSL TPYA- Ja HW3CJEeNBa U aHalu3upa
V3TPAKJIAHETO MOJIUTHYECKH UMUK B VIHTEpHET, BbpXY MpakTUKaTa Ha TPHU
KaHJIWIAT-IPE3UICHTCKM KaMmnaHud y Hac, B nepuoaa 2006-2016r., e
IIOCTUTHATA.

3.01eHKa HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-NIPUJIOKHUTE MPUHOCH.
3.1. HayyHnu npuHOCH:

-Hayyen nmnpuHoc e wu30paHaTa KOMIUIEKCHA  METOHOJIOTHSI Ha
AUCEPTANMOHHOTO H3cieaBaHe. JlokropanTkaTta Buosnera HukonoBa BbpBex1a
METOJY U MHJAWKATOPH, B3€TU OT Pa3jIMYHU HAYKHU- MEAMa3HaHME, TUTUTaJIHA
KOMYHUKAIMS,IOJIUTUYECKH  MapKeTHMHI M peKjama, OHJIalH MeAMH,
MOJIUTUYECKA TICUXOJIOTHSI, EMIIMPUYHU COLMOJIOTMUECKH H3cie/BaHus. ToBa
npyjaBa NAHOPAMHOCT UM Hay4yHa 3aAbJI0OOYEHOCT Ha U3BBPUIEHOTO
JTUCEPTALIMOHHO U3CJIEABAHE;

-Hayden npuHOC e aHaJM3a HA MPeX0a B U3rPAKIAHETO HA MOJUTHYECKH
UMMIK- OT TPAaAMUMOHHUTE KbM HOBHUTE JIMTUTAJIHU  MEIMH.
[TonmutrueckaTa KOMyHHUKAIMSI CE€ pasMiek]a BBPXY MHOIO IMpoOKa Oa3a- B
TpaAuLIMOHHA MEAWIHA cpella, a ChII0 M B CpeJaTa Ha COLMAIHHUTE MPEXKH,
cCaliToBe, JIMYHU CTPaHUUU U Ap. ToBa € MHOTO CIOXKEH MEIUEH MPEXOo] B
pa3BUTUETO Ha IMOJUTUYECKaTa peKiiamMa B  JUTHTAIHA Cpeda, HEWHOTO
CEpPHO3HO pa3MHpsBaHE, Ch3JIABAHETO HAa HOBH (OPMH HA TOJUTHYECKH
MapKEeTUHT U KOMYHUKAIIHSI,[I0-BUCOKA €(PEKTUBHOCT U MPAKTUYECKA TIOJIE3HOCT
Ha PEKJIaMHUTE TIOCIAHUS U TTOJIMTUYECKUTE 00pasu.

—HaquHTe IMPUHOCH, MOCOIYCHH OT JOKTOpAHTKATa CC OTHACAT HNPECAUMHO OO0
H3TpaXKIaHC U (bopMHpaHe Ha IMOJIMTHUYCCKH UMUK B MHTCPHCT B KOHTCKCTA
Ha 6’bJIFapCKaTa KOMYHHUKAIIMOHHA  IIPAKTHKA, a CbIIO HW3BBPIICHUA



CpPaBHHUTEJICH aHA/IM3 Ha TMOJUTHYECKUTE KOMYHHKAIMM B TPaJULMOHHA U
OHJIaiH cpena. Te3u MPUHOCU OTTOBApAT HAa HAYYHUTE U3UCKBAHUS, U MOTaT
na ObJaT IPHUETH.

3.2. Hay4yHO-NIPWJIOKHU IPUHOCH:

-Hay4Ho-npu/ioeH MPHUHOC € EMIUPUIHOTO U3CJI€eIBAHE C AHKETHA KapTa,
NPOBEJCHO OHJAWH TI0O aBTOpPCKa METOAMKAa Ha JIOKTOpAaHTKaTa Cpen
PECTIOHICHTH, PA3IMYHU 110 Bh3pacT, 00pa30BaHUE U COIMAJICH CTATYC.
[TommydeHuTe pe3ynTaTd OT TOBA M3CIEABAHE MOKa3BaT OOIIECTBEHUTE HarJIacu
y HAac 10 OTHOIICHHWE Ha W3rPaXKJTaHETO Ha IMOJIMTUYCCKH UMUK B OHJIAHH
cpela, ¥ C MOMOINTAa HAa HOBHTE JUTHTAIHH TEXHUKH. Pe3ynrature oT TOBa,
IBPBO 0 POJIA CH, COITUOJIOTHYECKO M3CIeIBaHe, e OBbaaT 0COOSHO TOJIe3HH
32 UMUK MEUKBPHUTE B CJICABAINN KaHIUIAT-TIPE3UICHTCKH KaMITaHUH, KOUTO
e aHAJIM3UPAT U HAATPAJAT Beue OCTUTHATOTO.

-M3BeieHUTE OT JIOKTOpAHTKAaTa HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHUA MPUHOCH-IOKA3aHU
KOHKPETHM  TEHJEHIMU 3a (QopMUpaHE Ha  TMOJUTHUYECKH  HMUJIK;
UACHTU(UIIMPAHU CTPATETUU 32 OKa3BaHE HAa BIHUSHHUE BBPXY OOLIECTBEHOTO
MHEHUE 32 BB3IPUEMaHE Ha MOCIaHUITA, KOUTO Ch3aBaT MOJIUTUYECKUs 00pa3
B Mpexara, uAeHTU(DUIIMPAHE HA OCHOBHUTE MMHUJKOBH XapaKTEPUCTHKU Ha
CHbBPEMEHHUS TIOJUTUYECKU JIUJEP, KOUTO (PopMHUpAT OOIIECTBEHOTO MHEHHE,
HAJArpaxxaaT TEOPECTUYHUS aHAJIMU3, U T€ OTTOBAPSAT HA 3aKOHOBUTE U3UCKBAHMUS.

4.0neHKa Ha MyOJMKAIMHUTE 0 JUCEPTALNHUATA.

4.1 loktopantkara Buonera HwukonoBa e mnpeicTaBuia HSAKOJIKO HAyYHU
Hay4YHH IMyOJIMKAIMU, KOUTO OTIOBAPAT HA 3aKOHOBUTE U3UCKBAHMSL.

5.0unenka Ha apTopedepara.

5.1.JlokTopanTkara € mpeactaBuiia ABTopedepar, KOUTO ChIbpKa BCHYKH
HEOOXOJMMH HAy4YHH PEKBU3UTH, CHOOpPA3HO H3UCKBAHHUSATA HA 3aKOHA -
aKTyaJTHOCT Ha TeMarTa, OCHOBHA Te€3a Ha JUCEPTAIMOHHOTO M3CJIe/IBaHe, 00CKT
U TpeaMeT Ha HAyYHOTO W3CJeIBaHE, OCHOBHHM 3aJladd, METOJOJIOTHS Ha
W3CIICJIBAHETO, CHhAbPKAHUE HA W3CJICBAHETO 1O OCHOBHU TJIABU, HAYYHHU U
HAyYHO-TIPWJIOKHH MPUHOCH | JIp.

6. KpuTnuHu 0ejiesKKu, NpenopbKu U BHIPOCH.



6.1. MosiTa OCHOBHa TpENOpPBKA € CBBbp3aHa C H3BECTHO paslIUpsBaHE Ha
TEOPETHUYHHUS AHAJIW3 BbPXY MNOJYYEHHUTE JaHHH OT MIPOBEACHOTO U3CIEABAHE, U
AKLIEHTHPAHE BbPXY MO3ULHUHUTE U OLUEHKHUTE HA MIIAJIUTE PECHOHIEHTH, KOUTO
ca OCHOBHMTE MOTPEOUTENM Ha JUTUTAIHA MH(DOpMAIUs U U3TpaxKaaHe Ha
NOJIMTUYECKA UMUK B IUTUTAIIHA CPEJIa.

7.3aka0uenue

Kato mmam mnpeaBua kayecTBara Ha MPEICTABEHUS AUCEPTALMOHEH TPV,
U3BBPIICHOTO  TEOPETUKO-EMIIMPUYHO  CPAaBHUTEIIHO  H3CJEIBaHE  Ha
M3TPaXIaHETO Ha MOJIUTUYECKU UMUK B IUTUTAIHA CPENla, Bb3 OCHOBA HA TPU
Ipe3uaeHTCKU Kamnanuu- Ha ['eopru [IepBanoB, Pocen IlneBnenues n Pymen
PaneB, xoeTto € mbpBO MO poja CHU y HAC, MPOBEIECHOTO COLMOJOTHYECKO
U3CIIEIBAHE OT JIOKTOPAHTKaTa, Ype3 HEWHa aBTOpPCKAa METOAMKA, HAIbJIHO
y0eaeHo mpeyiaraM Ha yBa)KaeMHUTE WICHOBE HA HAYYHOTO KYPH Ja MPUCHASAT
HaydHATa M O0Opa3oBaTelIHA CTeleH ,,MokTop” Ha Buonera WMopnanopa
HukonoBa, penoBeH MJOKTOpaHT B Karenpa ,Meaun U 0OOIIECTBEHU
KOMYHHUKAlUK~ 3a HEWHaTa JucepTalds Ha TeMa: . ~“Hzepascoane Ha umuodic
Ha noaumuyecku Jauunocmu 6 Humepnem (ananuz Ha  Kanouoam-
npesudenmckume kamnanuu 2006-20162.)”, Hayuna obsact 3.CouuaniHu,
CTONAHCKU U MpaBHU HAyKd, IpodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 3.5.001ecTBeH:
KOMYHHUKAIM1 U UHPOPMAITMOHHU HAYKH.

Codwust, 30 mait 2023r. Peniensent:
npod.a-p Maprapura [lemeBa
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REVIEW

From: Prof. Dr. Margarita Yordanova Pesheva, VSU, prof. direction 3.5.
"Public Communications and Information Sciences";

Subject: Dissertation for the award of a scientific degree "doctor" in scientific
specialty 3."Social, economic and legal sciences";

Author of the dissertation: Violeta lordanova Nikolova, full-time doctoral
student UNSS, Department of "Media and Public Communications";
Dissertation topic: "Building an image of political personalities on the Internet
(analysis of candidate presidential campaigns 2006-2016 );

Reason for presenting the review: participation as a member of a scientific jury
for awarding the educational and scientific degree "doctor" for the dissertation
work of Violeta Nikolova, a full-time doctoral student in the Department of
"Media and Public Communications".

1. General characteristics of the presented dissertation work.

1.1. Structure of the dissertation The dissertation consists of an Introduction,
four chapters, a Conclusion, a Bibliography and an Appendix.

1.2. Evaluation of the relevance of the topic, the goal, the tasks, the object and
the subject of the scientific research. The dissertation is particularly relevant for
several main reasons. First of all, the construction of a political image is
constantly in the focus of public expectations, especially when it comes to three
Bulgarian presidents who successively occupy this post.

Secondly, the construction of a political image is considered mainly in the

Internet and social networks, which expand and complicate the creation of
political images in the course of a candidate's presidential campaigns.

Doctoral student Violeta Nikolova very well defines the object and subject of
her scientific research, she starts from the general theoretical problem of the
political image, and reaches the construction of the image of a specific
politician in a separate election campaign. The main thesis of the dissertation
work is developed in chapter 4 - in it, based on sociological research, a detailed
analysis of three presidential candidate campaigns - of Georgi Parvanov, Rosen
Plevneliev and Rumen Radev - was made with the author's methodology of the
doctoral student. Such a complete scientific analysis of the last three candidate
presidential campaigns in our country has not been done so far. It is very up-to-
date and useful for the development of the political image in our country in a
digital environment - in the conditions of presidential elections.



1.3. -Assessment of the degree of knowledge of the scientific literature and
the issues investigated in the dissertation work. The doctoral student
shows knowledge about the problem in the scientific literature - she
presents a bibliography of 183 titles in which important scientific
studies in this field are indicated. The dissertation text contains
numerous quotations from well-known scientific studies that
demonstrate the knowledge and professional competence of the
doctoral student in the scientific field she is researching.

2. Evaluation of the received scientific and scientific-applied results

2.1. Main results

They can be summed up as follows:

- The development of a political image in a global context is examined in detail,
some leading concepts for building a political image and the great role of the
media (traditional and online) in this process are presented;

-The techniques for building a political image, which are expanded and
problematized in an online environment, are thoroughly analyzed. It is the
Internet that creates new opportunities for the rapid development of political
advertising, for expanding the dialogue between a known political leader and
and his constituents;

- The very important role of the Internet as a digital environment in which
public images of famous leaders are quickly built and die, favorable public
opinion about a specific politician, his ideas and practical actions is created;
-On the basis of theoretical analysis and conducted empirical research, the
candidate presidential campaigns of the last three presidents in Bulgaria -
Georgi Parvanov, Rosen Plevneliev and Rumen Radev are analyzed;

-The conducted empirical sociological study of three presidential candidate
campaigns is the first of its kind in sociological analyzes of media and political
marketing in our country.

2.2. Methodology

Doctoral student Violeta Nikolova uses a complex methodology

- in the course of the scientific analysis, she applies methods and tools from
various sciences and scientific and applied fields

- media science, media and political marketing, political advertising,
imageology in traditional and digital media environments, social psychology,
empirical sociology and etc. The use of various methodological tools creates a
broad theoretical and empirical basis for scientific research, makes it interesting
for a wide range of readers - media analysts, experts in political marketing and



advertising, researchers of election political campaigns, specialists in the field
of empirical sociological research, etc.

2.3. Main tasks and purpose of the dissertation work.

The dissertation achieves its main tasks and scientific goal:

-Using theoretical and empirical means, the construction of the image of
political figures is examined, examining the transition from traditional to digital
media, which change the concepts of political image, make presidential
candidate campaigns more dynamic, introduce radically different media
techniques for building public images, and imposition of new political ideas;

- Using theoretical and empirical means, the building of an image in the course
of an election campaign is defined - its advantages, disadvantages and media
dangers;

- The role of political advertising in the process of creating a political image is
analyzed - its leading elements and means;

- The main goal of the dissertation work - to research and analyze the
construction of a political image on the Internet, on the practice of three
presidential candidate campaigns in our country, in the period 2006-2016, has
been achieved.

3. Evaluation of scientific and scientific-applied contributions.

3.1. Scientific contributions:

-Scientific contribution is the chosen complex methodology of the dissertation
research. Doctoral student Violeta Nikolova introduces methods and indicators
taken from various sciences - media science, digital communication, political
marketing and advertising, online media, political psychology, empirical
sociological research. This gives panorama and scientific depth to the
dissertation research;

-A scientific contribution is the analysis of the transition in building a political
Image - from traditional to new digital media. Political communication is
considered on a very broad basis - in a traditional media environment, and also
in the environment of social networks, websites, personal pages, etc. Thisis a
very complex media transition in the development of political advertising in a
digital environment, its serious expansion, the creation of new forms of political
marketing and communication, higher efficiency and practical usefulness of
advertising messages and political images.

- The scientific contributions indicated by the doctoral student primarily relate
to the construction and formation of a political image on the Internet in the
context of Bulgarian communication practice, as well as the comparative



analysis of political communications in traditional and online environments.
These contributions meet the scientific requirements and can be accepted.

3.2. Scientific and applied contributions:

-A scientific-applied contribution is the empirical research with a questionnaire,
conducted online according to the author's methodology of the doctoral student
among respondents, different in age, education and social status. The results of
this research show the public attitudes in our country regarding the construction
of a political image in the online environment, and with the help of new digital
techniques. The results of this first-of-its-kind sociological study will be
particularly useful for image makers in subsequent presidential candidate
campaigns, who will analyze and build on what has already been achieved.

- The scientific and applied contributions made by the doctoral student - proven
specific trends for forming a political image; identified strategies for
influencing public opinion to perceive the messages that create the political
image on the web, identify the main image characteristics of the modern
political leader that shape public opinion, build on the theoretical analysis, and
they meet legal requirements.

4. Evaluation of dissertation publications.

4.1. Doctoral student Violeta Nikolova has presented several scientific
publications that meet the legal requirements.

5. Evaluation of the auto-reference.

5.1. The doctoral student has submitted an Author's Abstract, which contains all
the necessary scientific details, in accordance with the requirements of the law -
relevance of the topic, main thesis of the dissertation research, object and
subject of the scientific research, main tasks, methodology of the research,
content of the research by main chapters, scientific and scientific-applied
contributions, etc.

6. Criticisms, recommendations and questions

6.1. My main recommendation is related to a certain expansion of the
theoretical analysis on the data obtained from the conducted research, and an
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emphasis on the positions and assessments of the young respondents, who are
the main users of digital information and building a political image in a digital
environment.

7. Conclusion

Bearing in mind the qualities of the presented dissertation work, the
theoretical-empirical comparative study of the construction of a political image
in a digital environment, based on three presidential campaigns - of Georgi
Parvanov, Rosen Plevneliev and Rumen Radev, which is the first of its kind in
our country, the sociological research conducted by the doctoral student,
through her author's methodology, | am fully convinced that | propose to the
respected members of the scientific jury to award the scientific and educational
degree "doctor" to Violeta lordanova Nikolova, a full-time doctoral student in
the Department of "Media and Public Communications" for her dissertation on:
"Building the image of political figures on the Internet (analysis of presidential
candidate campaigns 2006-2016)", scientific field 3. Social, economic and legal
sciences, professional direction 3.5. Public communications and information
sciences.

Sofia, May 30, 2023. Reviewer: Prof. Dr. Margarita Pesheva
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