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I/I3rpa>KzlaHe HA MMHU/IK HA ITOJIMTUICCKH JIMIHOCTH B HHTEPHET

(aHanu3 Ha KaHAUAAT-npe3uaeHTckuTe Kamnanuu 2006-2016 r.)

OcHnoeanue 3a IPEACTaBSHE HA CTAHOBUILIETO: YYaCTUE B ChCTaBa HA HAYYHOTO
KYpH IO 3allliTa Ha TUCepTaMOHHMS Tpy ] cbhriiacHo 3anosea Ne 1106/ 28. 04.
2023 r. Ha Pexropa na YHCC.

1. Undopmanus 3a q1ucepTanTa

JlucepTaHThT ce € oOydaBaj IO JOKTOPCKA IIporpamMa KbM Kameopda
»Meouu u obwecmeenu KomyHuxkayuu, ¢gaxyimem ,JJIKOHOMHKa Ha
unppactpykrypara“ Ha YHCC no wayuna cneyuannocm ,,OpraHuzanuud u
yhOpaBlieHHWEe U3BBbH cdepara HAa MaTEPUATHOTO MPOU3BOACTBO CBHIVIACHO
3anoBen Ha 3am.-pektopa mo HUJl wma YHCC Ne 917/ 27.04.2020 r.
OO0y4deHueTo € OChILEeCTBEHO B pedogra dhopma nipes nepuoaa 2020-2023 r.

2. O0ma xapaKkTepuCTHKA HA NPeJCTABEHUS JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPY/

N3BecTHa MCTHHA €, Y€ HAXOAUMBHAT M300p HA JlaJieHa TeMa ONpeess B
nocjieqHa CMEeTKa M KpallHuST pe3ynataT. ToBa C mbJIHA cuUjla BaXd 3a
nucepranusta Ha Buonera HwukosnoBa, cbhcpenoToueHa BBPXY HMHUIXKA Ha
NOJIMTUYECKUTE JIUJEPU KATO OCHOBEH (DaKTOp 3a MOCTUTaHE Ha JIMJEPCKU



ycnexu. AKTyaJHOCTTa Ha TeMara € BbH OT BCSIKAKBO CBbMHEHHE, Thi KaTO
W3TPAKIAHETO HA IOJIOKUTEIHMS 00pa3 B OOLIECTBOTO, HE3aBUCUMO JAJU €
MEPCOHAJIEH WJIM KOJIEKTHBEH, € pemanan] (pakTop 3a BCEKM MApTHUEH BOJa4y
6uo To B u30opHaTa HaANpeBapa, OMJIO TO B KOMYHHUKAIMATA My C Pa3TUYHUTE
MHCTUTYLIMHU. TEKCTHT MOCTaBsl Ha THEBEH peJll peauua BakHu Bbipocu: (1) 3a
CTpaTEerMyecKuTe MOAXOAM MPU KOHCTPYHMpAaHE HAa UMHIXK, (2) 3a HauuHA, 10
KOMTO c€ KOMYHUKHpAT MOJIUTUYECKUTE TIOCHaHusl, (3) 3a KaHAJIUTE, Ype3 KOUTO
ce KOMYHUKHUpPAT NOJUTHYECKUTE TocaaHus, (4) 3a eeKkra Ha MOIUTUYECKUTE
HOCTIaHUs ¥ HE Ha TOCIIEAHO MSCTO (5) 32 HAIMYUETO U CbOTBETHO OTCHCTBUETO
Ha €TUYHM [OJXO0JHU NMPU KOMYHUKHpAHE Ha MOJUTHYECKU uaeu. Benuku Te ca
00€IMHEHN OT HJAEITA 32 NEPCOHATHUAT UMUK B MOJUTUKATA KaTo 3aJI0T 3a
YCHEIIHO KAapUEPHO pa3BUTHE, €(PEKTHUBHOCT HA MOCIAHUATA M OCHOBEH
MHCTPYMEHT Ha JJOBEPHUE.

CrenBaiiku BbpXy Ta3u OCHOBA Buonera HukomoBa € KOHIEHTpUpaia
CBOETO BHHMAHHME BBPXY pOJISITA M MEXAaHU3MUTE HAa HOBUTE MEIHH B
U3rPaXIaHETO Ha TNOJIMTUYECKHs] MpecTHX. Te3ara Ha aBTOpKara €, 4e
MHTEPHET NPEIOCTaBs LIMPOK MEIUEH MHCTPYMEHTApUYM Ha IMOJIMTHYECKHUTE
JUYHOCTH 32 OCBIIECTBSIBAHE Ha IO-NEPCOHAIU3ZUPAHN CTPATETUYECKU
KOMYHUKALlUM 33 H3TPaXJAaHE HA UMUK, 4Ype3 KOUTO Ja c€ MOBIUSAT
n300pHUTE pe3ynTaTH. M3cnenBaHeTo € MHTEPAMCLMILIMHAPHO W BKJIKOYBA
[OXBAaTH OT NOJIUTOJIOTMYHATA, KOMYHUKAIlMOHHATA W COLMOJIOTMYECKaTa
HayKHU.

3. OueHka Ha MOJyYeHUTe HAYYHH M HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHH Pe3yaTaTH

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TPYl € CTPYKTypUpaH B uyeTupH TiaBu. [IbpBa riasa
3a/laBa TEOPETUYHATA paMKa Ha M3CIe[BaHeTO. B Hes UMHUIDKBT ce pas3riexiaa
CJIO)KHO KOTHMTHBHO 0Opa3yBaHUE, KOETO TMpEJCTaBsiBa ,,ChbBKYMMHOCT OT
BB3NPUATHS, BIICUATICHUS, IPEAYOCKACHUS, 3HAHUS, UJIeH, HACTPOCHHS, OTIHT,
OIICHKM W YyBCTBa, KOUTO (opmupaTr oOmiectBeHOoTo MHeHHE . [Ipocnenen e
OBTAT Ha TMOsSBAaTa HA TIOHSATHETO HWMHUDK W SBIEHUETO € pas3riie]aHO B
KOHTEKCTa Ha MOJIUTHYECUTEe KOMYHHKaIMU. Bropa rimasa e ¢hokycupana BbpXy
nporeca Ha (opMHpaHe HA HMMHDKAa Ha TOJUTHYCCKUS Juaep. B Hes ca
pasrieIaHy NPUHIMIK Ha MyOJWYHUTE KOMYHUKAIIMH, JOKOJKOTO CTPATeTHUTE
U JCHCTBUATA 3a W3TPaKJIaHE Ha TOJUTHYCCKH HMMHDK CE€ OCHOBaBaT Ha
KOHIIETIIIMUTE 32 paboTa HE caMO Ha BPB3KHUTE C OOIIECTBEHOCTTa, HO M Ha



peknamara. Tpera rnaBa € CbCpPEAOTOUYECHA BBPXY MNPUHIUIINTE HA
MOJIMTUYECKUTE KOMYHUKauu B WHTepHET. [locoueHm ca mpeamMcTBara Ha
MpekaTa KaTo MyJITUMeAnitHa patgopMa, KbAETO Hy)KHATa ayJTUTOPUS MOXKE
JecHO Aa Obae uacHTHUIMpaHa W (PparMeHTHpaHa, Ja OBAAT MOCTPOCHHU
pabortenu mnocinaHusi, 1a ObJe MPOMEHEHA KaMIlaHWs B JABWXKEHUE, Ja Obje
IPOBENIEH pa3roBop ¢ M30UpaTeluTe B peaiHO BpeMe U T.H. YeTBbpTa TIiiaBa
NOKa3Ba PE3yATaTUTE OT aHajdW3a Ha KaHAWIAT-TIPE3UJHETCKH KaMIIAHUU B
comrannute menuu Facebook u YouTube. AkiieHTuTe ca: mbpBoO Ja ca OnuuiaT
CTpaTEeruuTe 3a WU3rPaXKJIaHE HAa UMUK HAa KaHAuJaT-tipesuacHTute ['eopru
[IspBanoB, Pocen IlneBnenueB u Pymen PaneB, u BTOpO - 4pe3 IPOBEIAECHO
AHKETHO MpOYYBaHE cpel M30upaTenH, J1a c€ MPOCieNrd YCHENIHOCTTa Ha
MPOBEJICHUTE KAMIIAHUUTE.

be3 na moaueHsBaM OCTaHalnuTE TJIABM HA auceprauuaTra Ha Buosera
HuxonoBa cmsitam, ye 0€3CMOPHO MPUHOCEH XapaKTep HOCH YETBBPTA IJIaBa,
HACOUYE€HA KbM IOJUTHYECKAaTa KOMyHHKanuss Ha ['eopru IIvpBanoB, Pocen
IIneBHenueB u Pymen PaneB B uHTEpHET MNyOJIMYHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO.
OTKpoeHH ca pa3IUMKUTE B CH3IABAHETO W YIPABICHUETO HA CHOTBETHUSA
UMUK, Te Ipoum3THYaT KakTO OT JIMYHOCTHUTE MM KauyecTBa, Taka U OT
CTEIEHTAa Ha BB3JCHCTBUETO HA COLMAIHUTE MEIUU. AKO MpU KaMIIaHUATa HA
I'eopru 1IppBaHOB MHTEPHET KAHAIWTE Ca CPABHUTEIHO OTPAHUYEHU, TO IIPU
ta3u Ha PoceHn IlneBHenueB Te yckopsiBat cBoeTo 3HaueHue. llle ce cnpa no-
oOcToitHO Ha mnoJuTudyeckus UMUK Ha Pymen PaneB. Kakto orGenszBa
Buonera HukosioBa, Heropara kamIiaHus eI Ja MPEIU3BUKBA MOJOKUTEIHU
€MOIIMM KaTo OJaroroBeHue, ypaxxeHue u T.H. Kanauaarypa My 3aiiara 1octa u
Ha mpodecuara My, Thbid KaTo TS € MOMYyJsIpHA C TOJOXKUTEIHU KadyecTBa M
crocoOHOCTH. B cpaBHEHME ¢ TPEAUIITHUTE TPE3UICHTH, KOUTO JIEMOHCTpUpaxa
MOJIMTUYECKO TOBEACHUE, ONPSHO Ha HMACOJIOTMYECKOTO MPOTHUBOIOCTABSHE,
Pymen PaneB ce okaza mpuemnmB 3a pa3jiuyHUTE IMOJTHYECKUTE KPBrOBE U
¢opmanmu. B HakakbB cmuchka Pymen PaneB mnputexaBa JBOeH 00pas.
[Ty6bnuunust obpa3 Ha PazieB ce pa3MruHaBa B HSKaKBa CTETIEH C UICTHHCKATa My
chITHOCT. OOpa3bT My mpea OOIIEeCTBOTO, HE (hallliuB, HO HE W HAIBJIHO
aBreHTH4eH. Topa BCII He Moe na ro 00sicHM Ha cBouTe m3buparenu. To3u
obpaz Pymen PaneB ro umsrpaxna, kputukyBaiiku boiiko BopucoB. A ToBa
ChBIIaJIa C HETATUBHOTO MHEHUE U HacTpoeHue cpemty boitko bopucos. OTTyk
ce BOWUTHA U peUTUHTHT Ha PanmeB. XopHa OoTKpuBaT B 00paza My IpOMSIHATA.
Taka na ce xaxe, Pymen PageB e mpumo3Har karo antepHaruBa Ha boMKo
BopucoB u 3aToBa reuenu u ABeTe Npean300pHU KaMITaHHUH.



4. OueHka HA HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUJI0KHU NPHUHOCH

HsMa ma moBTapsiM MpUHOCHTE, OYepTaHU OT JOKTOpaHTKara. Mckam na
nogdepras HeChbMHEHHs ()aKkT, KOWTO SICHO TpoJiMyaBa B Tpyna Ha Buoiera
HukonoBa, 4e mpexoapT OT HUHAyCTpUaTHAa KbM HHQPOPMAIMOHHA eImoXa
OTIpeNeN BOJEIIOTO MSCTO Ha COIMAIHUTE MEIUU M B OOINECTBOTO, U B
MyOIMYHOTO MIPOCTPAHCTBO B HsIKakBa CTENEH Te ce MPEBPHIIAT B KaTaIU3aTOP
Ha e(EeKTUBTA MOJUTHUYECKAa M COlMalHa KoMyHHKauusg. ConuaiHUTe MeTuu
3apa3siBa ChC CHhBPEMEHHOCT, MTOCTABAT YOBEKA B TajiBera Ha BPEMETO, AbPIKAT
OyZeH couuaiHus My IIyJc, oOoraTsBaT IO €MOIIMOHATHO W MHCIOBHO. U
pazbupa ce, chb3gaBar OnaronpusaTHa oOmiecTBeHa Harjaca. OT TyK HaTaTbK
TPYIHO MOXEM Ja CH TPEACTaBUM YCIICITHA TOJUTHYECKAaTa KaMImaHus 0e3
YY9aCTHETO HAa HHTEPHET.

5. OneHka Ha My0JMKALMHUTE N0 AUCEPTANUATA

JIoKTOpHATKATA € NMPWIOKIWIA TPH MyOJNKAIMU, KOUTO €A NOCTHThYHU

3a npuchxaaneTno Ha OHC ,,nokTop*“. A MMeHHO:

1. HukonoBa, Buonera. Ynpasnenue Ha MmenueH umupk. B: COopHUK C
noknaau ot nokropanTcku cemunap Ne2 Mzn. YHCC; ISSN 2738-8492.

2. Huxonosa, Buonera. M3rpaxknane Ha UMUK Ha TMOJIUTUYECKH JIMYHOCTH
B MHTEpHET (aHAIHM3 Ha KaHauAaT-mpe3uaeHTckute kammnanuu 2006-2016
r.). B "COopHuk ¢ mokianu ot gokTopaHTcku cemunap Ne3", M3natencku
komrieke — YHCC, ISSN 2738-8492.

3. Huxkonosa, Buonera. CpaBHHTENIEH aHaIU3 KATO METOJ 32 U3CJICIBAHE Ha
umupk. B Coopuuk ¢ nmokmaau ot Jlecera roOuieitHa MeXTyHapoaHa
HayyHa KOH(epeHlus 3a CTYIEHTH M JIOKTOpaHTH, M3mgaTencku

koMmIuiekc — YHCC



6. Ouenka Ha aBTopedepara

ABTOpedepaThT OTroBaps Ha CBIBPKAHETO M CTPYKTypara Ha
nucepranusTa. B Hero nmpuchCcTBaT BCUYKKA HEOOXOAUMU aKaJIeMUYHU
PEKBU3UTH.

7. KpuTnuHu 0ej1e’KKHU, NPenopPpbKH U BbIPOCH
TeopernyHaTa JacT € pasTerHara ¥ B eHa Objerna 1opaboTka Ou
om0 100pe 1a ce ChKpaTH.

BoenpocsT Mu e cineaansaT: Koe mpaBu mo-ycrenieH eauH MOJTHTHK
— YMEHHETO My Ja MPEIU3BUKBA TO3WTHBHU EMOIIMH WM IThK
CIIOCOOHOCTTa My J1a C€ BB3IOJI3Ba OT HETaTUBHUTE HArjacu Ha
n3buparenure?

8. 3akiouenue

3a nmy0JM4YHA 3alIUTA € MPeAJIOKeHA JUCePTalus, KOSATO € HANMCAHA
3abJ00YEHO U APrYyMeHTHPaHOo. TeKcThT NMPUHOCEH XapaKTep M 3acsra
npodJieMu, KOUTO TembpBa mie wuMar paspurue. IlpencraBenara
AOKYMEHTAIUS 32 3al[UTA HA JOKTOPAHTKATA € IbJIHA, CNIa3eHU €A BCUYKH
aKaJleMM4YHH U NPOUEeIYPHH U3NCBaHUsA. Bcuiko ToBa MM JaBa OCHOBaHHUe
Aa rJjaacyBaM IMOJIOKHUTEJHO 32 NPHUCHKIAHETO Ha oOpa3oBaTejlHaTa M
Hay4yHa cremeH ,JlokTop” Ha Bmuoaera WMopananosa Hukoaosa um na

NMpu3oBa yBaka€Mo HAYYHO *KYPH J1a CTOPH CBHIINOTO.

Jara 30. 05.2023 r., T
p. Coust/ msicto IMoamuc: ...o.ooveviiiiiiiine



UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY

STATEMENT
From:prof. D.Sc. lvaylo Hristov Hristov, UNWE

Regarding: dissertation on awarding educational and scientific degree "Doctor""
in scientific specialty "Organization and Management outside the
sphere of material production™ at the UNWE.

Author of the dissertation: Violeta Yordanova Nikolova
Thesis topic:

Building the image of political personalities on the Internet

(analysis of the presidential candidate campaigns 2006-2016)

Reason for submitting the opinion: participation in the composition of the
scientific jury for the defence of the dissertation according to the
Order Ne 1106/28. 04. 2023 of the Rector of the UNWE.

1. Information about the dissertant

The dissertant has studied on a doctoral program at the Media and
Public Communications Department, Economics of Infrastructure Faculty of
UNWE in the scientific specialty Organizations and Management Outside the
Sphere of Material Production according to Order of the Vice-Rector on
Scientific Research of UNWE No 917 / 27.04.2020.  The training is full-time
in the period 2020-2023.

1. General characteristics of the dissertation presented

It is a known truth that the ingenious choice of a topic ultimately
determines the end result. This is especially true for Violeta Nikolova's
dissertation, focused on the image of political leaders as a major factor for
achieving leadership success. The topicality of the topic is beyond any doubt, as
the construction of a positive image in society, whether personal or collective,
is a decisive factor for any party leader be it in the election race, be it in his
communication with different institutions. The text puts on the agenda a
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number of important issues: (1) about strategic approaches to image
construction, (2) about the way political messages are communicated, (3) about
the channels through which political messages are communicated, (4) about the
effect of political messages and last but not least (5) about the presence and
therefore absence of ethical approaches to communicating political ideas. All
of them are united by the idea of personal image in politics as a pledge for
successful career development, effectiveness of messages and a major
instrument of trust.

Based on this foundation, Violeta Nikolova has concentrated her
attention on the role and mechanisms of new media in building political
prestige. The author's thesis is that the Internet provides a broad media toolkit
for political personalities to implement more personalized strategic
communications to build an image through which to influence the election
results. The study is interdisciplinary and includes techniques from the
political, communication and sociological sciences.

1. Evaluation of scientific and applied research results obtained

The dissertation work is structured in four chapters. The first chapter sets
the theoretical framework of the study. In it, the image is considered a complex
cognitive entity, which is "a set of perceptions, impressions, prejudices,
knowledge, ideas, moods, experiences, evaluations and feelings that shape
public opinion™. The path of the emergence of the concept of image is traced
and the phenomenon is examined in the context of political communications. A
second chapter is focused on the process of forming the image of the political
leader. It discusses principles of public communications, insofar as strategies
and actions for building a political image are based on the concepts of work not
only on public relations, but also on advertising. A third chapter is focused on
the principles of political communications on the Internet. The advantages of
the network as a multimedia message form are indicated, where the necessary
audience can be easily identified and fragmented, working messages can be
built, a campaign can be changed on the fly, a conversation with voters can be
held in real time, etc. The fourth chapter shows the results of the analysis of
candidate campaigns on social media Facebook and YouTube. The highlights
are: first, to describe the strategies for building an image of presidential
candidates Georgi Parvanov, Rosen Plevneliev and Rumen Radev, and secondly
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- by conducting a survey among voters, to monitor the success of the
campaigns.

Without underestimating the other chapters of Violeta Nikolova's
dissertation, | believe that a fourth chapter on the political communication of
Georgi Parvanov, Rosen Plevneliev and Rumen Radev on the Internet public
domain undoubtedly contributes. The differences in the creation and
management of the respective image are highlighted. They stem from both their
personal qualities and the extent of the impact of social media. If during Georgi
Parvanov's campaign the Internet channels are relatively limited, then under
Rosen Plevneliev's they accelerate their importance. | will dwell more closely
on Rumen Radev's political image. As Violeta Nikolova notes, his campaign
aims to evoke positive emotions such as reverence, respect, etc. His candidacy
relies a lot on his profession, as it is popular with positive qualities and abilities.
Compared to the previous presidents, who demonstrated political behavior
based on ideological confrontation, Rumen Radev proved acceptable to the
various political circles and formations. In a sense, Rumen Radev has a double
image. Radev's public image differs to some extent from his true nature. His
Image in public, not false, but not completely authentic. The GOP cannot
explain this to its constituents. This image Rumen Radev builds it, criticizing
Boyko Borisov. And this coincides with the negative opinion and mood against
Boyko Borisov. Hence Radev's rating. Horna finds in his image the change.
That is to say, Rumen Radev is recognized as an alternative to Boyko Borisov
and that is why he won both election campaigns.

1. Evaluation of scientific and applied research contributions

I will not repeat the contributions outlined by the PhD student. | would like
to emphasize the undoubted fact, which is clearly evident in Violeta
Nikolova's work, that the transition from industrial to information age has
determined the leading place of social media both in society and in the public
space. The man in the thalweg of time, keeps his social pulse awake,
enricheshim emotionally and mentally. And they brokedown, create a
favorable public attitude. From now on, it is difficult to imagine a successful
political campaign without the participation of the Internet.



1.

Evaluation of dissertation publications

The PhD student has attached three publications that are sufficient for

the award of the NSA ""Doctor'’. Namely:

1.

3.

Nikolova, Violeta. Media image management. In: Proceedings of the
Doctoral Seminar No2 Ed. UNWE; ISSN 2738-8492.

Nikolova, Violeta. Building an image of political personalities on the
Internet (analysis of the presidential campaigns 2006-2016). In
"Proceedings of Doctoral Seminar No3", Publishing Complex — UNWE,
ISSN 2738-8492.

Nikolova, Violeta. Comparative analysis as a method of image research.
In Proceedings of the Tenth Jubilee International Scientific Conference
for Students and Doctoral Students, UNWE Publishing Complex

Evaluation of the autoref

The autoreferate corresponds to the content and structure of the
dissertation. It is attended by all the necessary academic requisites.

Critical remarks, recommendations and questions
The theoretical part is stretched and in a future rework it would be
good to shorten it.

My question is this: What makes a politician more successful — his
ability to evoke positive emotions or his ability to take advantage of
the negative attitudes of voters?

Conclusion

For public defense, a dissertation was proposed, which was written

thoroughly and argumentatively. The text is of a contributing nature and



concerns problems that are yet to be developed. The submitted
documentation for the defense of the doctoral student is complete, all
academic and procedural requirements are observed. All this gives me
grounds to vote positively for the award of the educational and scientific
degree '‘Doctor’ to Violeta Yordanova Nikolova and to call on a

distinguished scientific jury to do the same.

Date 30. 05. 2023, y
Sofia/ placeSignature: ...........ccccceeeveene.
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